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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VANN, Edward 0.  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January 1-970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P l a toon  Se rgean t ,  Mortar  
P l a toon ,  B/4/3.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Classes on t h e  Geneva Conventions w e r e  g iven  i n  
H a w a i i  by company o f f i c e r s  p r i o r  t o  embarking f o r  Vietnam. 
I f  Vietnamese r a n  from U.S. f o r c e s ,  t hey  were t o l d  t o  f i r e  
upon them i n  some cases (pg.  5 ) .  P r i o r  t o  f i r i n g  a mortar 
f i r e  mi s s ion ,  c l e a r a n c e  had t o  be  g iven  by t h e  f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  TOC (pg. 5 ) .  I f  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  enemy, t h e  B/4/3 commanding o f f i c e r  cou ld  a u t h o r i z e  a 
f i r e  miss ion  (pg. 6 ) .  They were i s s u e d  t h e  MACV Card, 

"Nine Rules"  i n  Hawaii and p o s s i b l y  t h e  MACV Card, "The 

Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 7)  . 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Capta in  MICHLES, B/4/3 commanding o f f i c e r  on 16 March 
1968,  normal ly  gave h i s  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  a a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  assembled company (pg.  9 )  . The b r i e f i n g  
on 15 March 1968 w a s  h e l d  a t  LZ Upt igh t .  They were t o l d  

. to  expec t  a l a r g e  VC f o r c e  (pgs .  9 ,  1 2 ) .  Nothing o u t  o f  
t h e  o r d i n a r y  w a s  s a i d  (pgs .  9 ,  12)  . There were no o r d e r s  
g iven  t o  burn  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  animals  o r  
f o o d s t u f f s  (pg. 11). The company was aware o f  t h e  
numerous mines and boobytraps  i n  t h e  area (pg. 1 7 ) .  Be-
cause  o f  t h e  mines and boobytraps  t h e  populace i n  t h e  
" P i n k v i l l e "  area w a s  n o t  t r u s t e d  by B/4/3 (pg.  1 2 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  w a s  unaware of any o r d e r s  g iven  t o  burn t h e  
v i l l a g e  or k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  du r ing  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  
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3. COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a. I n i t i a l  a s s a u l t .  

VANN came i n  on t h e  second o r  l a s t  l i f t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
The doorgunners w e r e  n o t  f i r i n g ,  nor  d i d  h e  f i r e  when 
e x i t i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  ipg. 2 2 ) .  VANN never  n o t i c e d  t h e  
gunships f i r i n g  t h a t  day (pg.  23) . H i s  p l a toon  (20 men o r  
l e s s )  moved about  100 meters  where t hey  set  up t h e i r  mor t a r  
(pg.  19)  . An exp los ion  was heard (pg.  19) . A booby-trapped 
105 round w a s  se t  o f f  about  75-100 meters from VANN's  
mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  (pg.  2 4 ) .  I t  k i l l e d  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
and wounded several me? (pgs .  19 ,  2 4 ) .  

Although VANN could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  
he  d i d  r e c o l l e c t  a t ime when they  f i r e d  some dud rounds i n  
suppor t  o f  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons  (pgs .  25, 28, 30) . H e  cou ld  
n o t  remember any c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy on 16 March 1968 
(pg. 2 6 ) ,  o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  b r i n g i n g  i n  a photographer  o r  
o t h e r  people  (pg. 30) . 

b .  Night  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 16 March. 

L a t e r  i n  t h e  day they  moved 200-300 meters nor th-
west  t o  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 2 0 ) .  E x h i b i t  M-46, 
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  c o r r o b o r a t e s  
t h e  tes t imony t h a t  t h e  LZ and t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  w e r e  
very c l o s e  (pg. 26) . 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
p r i s o n e r s ,  o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  area 
( P ~ S  23, 3 0 ) .  VANN d i d  n o t  know o r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  a 

VC s u s p e c t ' s  f i n g e r  be ing  c u t  o f f  o r  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  s h o t  
on 16 March 1968 (pg.  3 6 ) .  

c. Movement o f  B/4/3 on 17 March. 

Moving e a s t  B / 4 / ?  z rossed  a b r i d g e  on 17  March 
(pg. 3 9 ) .  VANN d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies  when he c ros sed  it 
o r  a t  any o t h e r  t i m e  on 17 March (pgs .  4 4 ,  4 5 ) .  The mor t a r  
p l a toon  set  up t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  1 0 0  meters  east  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons  sweeping sou th  i f  needed 
(pg.  39) . He could  n o t  r e c a l l  any f i r e  miss ions  t h a t  day 
(pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  they  might have s e t  o f f  ano the r  

boobytrap E x h i b i t  M-46 c o r r o b o r a t e s  VANN r ega rd ing  t h i s  
(pg. 4 1 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  any e lement  o f  B/4/3 swept 
sou th  a s  f a r  as t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River 
(pg.  4 9 ) .  T h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  w a s  two k i l o m e t e r s  
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south  of  t h e  br idge  (pg. 3 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see  any burning 
on 17 March (pg. 45) .  

d. MEDCAP and mortar a t t a c k  on 18 March. 

On 18 March B/4 /3  moved nor th  from t h e i r  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 46) .  VANN remembered t h e  MEDCAP t h a t  
day (pg. 5 1 ) .  That n igh t  he r e c a l l e d  a mortar a t t a c k  on 
t h e i r  defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  A medevac s h i p  landed near  t h e  
beach t o  evacuate  t h e  dead and wounded (pg. 52) . "Spooky" 
came on s t a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  (pgs.  5 3 ,  5 5 ) .  "He" d i d  n o t  
f i r e  h i s  miniguns i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  f i r e s  were placed on 
t h e  suspected enemy mortar p o s i t i o n s  e a s t  o r  n o r t h e a s t  of 
B/4/3 (pg. 5 5 ) .  

Very e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o f  19 March VANN's 
p la toon was h e l i - l i f t e d  back t o  LZ u p t i g h t  (pg. 5 3 ) .  Q u i t e  
probably t h e  mortar  p la toon was e x t r a c t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r i f l e  
p la toons  (pg. 56) . 

INQUIRIES m G A R D I N G  THE OPERATION. 

VANN never  heard t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  ope ra t ion .  He w a s  never ques t ioned,  nor  d i d  he make 
a s ta tement  about t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 58) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  VANN never heard of  any rapes  committed by B/4/3 
t roops  (pg. 45) .  

b. The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he heard no t a l k  o r  rumors 
t h a t  anything unusual had occurred on t h i s  opera t ion  
(pg. 57)  . He never heard o f  B/4/3 t o r t u r i n g  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 60 )  . 

c .  There were rumors t h a t  t h e  younger s o l d i e r s  were 
us ing  mari juana,  b u t  VmN never saw anyone use it o r  come 
under t h e  in f luence  of o t h e r  drugs (pgs. 6 1 ,  6 2 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION N0TE.S 
w a s  l s s u e d  i n  

MACV Card,  "Nine Rules"  ~ a w a i i .  
MACV Card,  "The Enemy Poss lb ly  l s s u e a  ~n 
i n  Your Hands" ~ a w a i i .  
DA, I G  L e t t e r ,  Entered i n t o  
13  Auqust ev idence .  W i t  

remembered t h e  
l e t t e r  from EBINGER 

1 1 t h  Bde J o u r n a l ,  1 6 - 1 9  Entered i n t o  t h e  
March 1968 r eco rd  and p a r t s  

r e a d  t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  

~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene I d e n t i f i e d  HUFFMAN 
I d e n t i f i e d  MARSHALL 

Misce l l aneous  Scene and HOUGHTON . 
-

I 	 . I d e n t i f i e d  M I  
Miscel laneous Scene team. 

I d e n t i t l e d  MICFKES 
Misce l l aneous  	Scene and t h e  M I  i n t e r -

p r e t e r .  

A e r i a l  photo ,  Son My k n t e r e d  I n t o  

V i l l a g e ,  c o a s t a l  Complex ev idence .  

A e r i a l  pho to ,  P-168 as Wltness anno ta t ed  

anno ta t ed  by VANN P-168 a s  fo l lows :  


2-LT COCHRAN k i l l e c .  
n e r e  . 

(3-Three men 
I 
4-81 mm mor ta r  
p o s l t l o n  on ~b Mar 
6 8 .  

PAGES 

7 


7 


59-61 


24-26 

42,43, 
47-51 

31 


32 

33  

34 


. 3 7  


37 
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EXHIBITS 

NUMBER 
q-168 

(cdnt) 

DESCRIPTION 
~ e r i a i  photo, P-168 as 
annotated by. VANN 

NOTES .-

5-Target fired on 
by mortar platoon. 

PAGES 

38 

I 

6-Niqht laaqer 
position of B/4/3 
and C/1/20. 

7-Mortar position 
on 17 March 1968. 

3 8 

4 3  

8-B/4/3 night 
laager position on 
17 March 1968. 44 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1600 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t c  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WALSH, 
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant Edward 0. VANN. 

(SSG VANN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade, '  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  
number? 

A. Edward 0. VANN, S t a f f  Sergeant (E-6), Soc ia l  Se- 
c u r i t y  number 

RCDR: S t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
duty s t a t i o n ?  

A. U.S. Army, Company C,  7 th B a t t a l i o n ,  6th I n f a n t r y ,  
F o r t  Hood, Texas . 
COL WILSON: Sergeant  VANN, before  I proceed with any ques t ions ,  
I would l i k e  t o  inform you of c e r t a i n  ma t t e r s .  This inqui ry  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  Secre tary  of the  Army and the  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  
and making recommendations concerning the  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS de-
termined it necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  of t h e  over-
a l l  ground and a i r  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  dur- 
ing  t h e  per iod  16 t o  somewhere around 20 March 1968. He, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  appointed t h i s  uoard,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Interview Team 
C, t o  ques t ion  personnel  of B/4/3 t o  prepare  a complete de- 
s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  ope ra t ions  of t h a t  u n i t  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  
frame. 

You can expect  General PEERS o r  members of h i s  board 
to.come i n t o  t h i s  in terv iew a t  any time. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A verbat im 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  is being made i n  
add i t ion  t o  the  verbatim notes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

During the  in te rv iew,  the  board w i l l  follow a 
chronological  sequence of ques t ioning .  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and 
a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n t o  t h e  Republic of Vietnam. The second s e r i e s  
w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  the  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  the  combat a s s a u l t  
which took p lace  on t h e  16th  of March, and t h e  t h i r d  s e r i e s  
w i l l  concern the  opera t ions  on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18 ,  and 1 9  March 1968 
i n  t h a t  order .  The f i n a l  ques t ions  w i l l  concern p r i o r  inves-
t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s ,  i n t o  the  opera t ions  of 16 March 1968. 
In o the r  words, what o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  were 
made. Do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q What was your duty assignment on 16th  of March, 
1968? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the  exac t  d a t e  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h a t  inc iden t .  I guess it was the  16th of March. What 
I ' m  saying i s  I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h e  16th  o r  1 7 t h ,  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  time t h a t  we d i d  go i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  I w a s  
assigned t o  t h e  81 mi l l ime te r  mortar platoon as  platoon ser-
geant.  

Q- Which company? 

Q. And t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime was it p a r t  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A.  Right. 

Q Sergeant VANN, were you platoon se rgean t  of t h i s  
platoon most of the time o r  d i d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  change frequent-
l y  ? 

A. Well, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  6 months--well, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
5 months, I was platoon sergeant .  
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Q . Tha t ' s  from the  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  u n t i l  about 5 
months l a t e r  t h a t  you were p la toon sergeant?  

A. Right.  

Q- Who w a s  platoon l eader?  

A. F i r s t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN, when we f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  
was platoon l eader .  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Who w a s  p la toon l e a d e r  on 16 March? 

A. There was no o f f i c e r .  I was i n  charge.  

Q. Were you with B/4/3 while  they were i n  Hawaii 
p r i o r  t o  deployment? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When t h e  = n i t  was a l e r t e d  and t ~ l dL l a t  it w a s  
going t o  be deployed t o  t h e  Republic of Vietnam, was t h e r e  any 
change i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  took p lace?  

A. W e l l ,  i n i t i a l l y  we s t a r t e d  our  t r a i n i n g  f o r  con-
v e n t i o n a l  type warfare  and l a t e r  around t h e  e a r l y  pa r t - - I ' d  
say around June 1967 when we s t a r t i n g  going t o  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
jungle type  warfare ,  geared towards Vietnam. 

Q What time w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I guess--I c a n ' t  give no p rec i se - d a t e ,  b u t  I assume 
that it was around t h e  middle of t h e  y e a r ,  around June or  Ju ly  
or something. r .  

Q. Now, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  l eav ing ,  say 2 weeks or  3 
weeks p r i o r  t o  l eav ing ,  do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  
being given regarding  t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of war o r  non-
combatants? Any c l a s s e s  o r  e x e r c i s e s ?  . 
A. Sure,  we rece ived  something bu t  it w a s  more o r  
l e s s - - I  c a n ' t  hard ly  remember t h e  n a t u r e  of it but--I  d o n ' t  
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know i f  we had any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  o r  not .  We d i d  r e c e i v e  
some t r a i n i n g  on it. 

Q . Did you ever  have a J A G  o f f i c e r  come down and g ive  
the e n t i r e  company any c l a s s e s  on r u l e s  of land  warfare  or  t h e  
Geneva Convention? 

A .  Right. 

Q Do you remember t h i s ?  

A.  Yes, sir. We had c l a s s e s  on it. 

Q. Do you remember who gave them? 

A. Most of our t r a i n i n g  was done a t  u n i t  l e v e l .  
Classes were given a t  u n i t  l e v e l  by o f f i c e r s .  

Q. Do you remember what you were t o l d  t o  do i n  r e f e r -
ence t o  p r i soners?  

A. Right ,  the same procedure i f  you cap tu re  a p r i s o n e r  
the f i r s t  t h i n g  you do i s  search  them, at tempt  t o  move them 
back. I n  the  case of Vietnam, move them t o  h igher  l e v e l  f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q. How about noncombatants? Was anything s a i d  about 
how t o  handle noncombatants? What t o  do with them? 

A. W e l l ,  we handled them over  there-- i f  w e  had t o  
search o u t  an a r e a ,  i f  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i f  
we thought i n  some kind of way they were suspic ious ,  w e  
moved them o f f  t o  one a r e a  t h e r e  and more o r  l e s s  continued 
our search.  We would hold them t h e r e  u n t i l  our  search was 
over.  

Q - What about a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? Was t h e r e  
any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  on these  s u b j e c t s  given? 

A. We had so  much t r a i n i n g  when we came i n t o  Vietnam. 
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e r e  was, s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember no s p e c i f i c  
da tes  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  Nothing of t h i s  na tu re ,  bu t  I f e e l  w e  
did.  
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Q What about i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  o r  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
something l i k e  a combat assault--when you were moving through 
a r e a s  n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of the  enemy o r  
what t h e  sympathies of the  c i v i l i a n  populace was and people 
s t a r t e d  running from you, what were you t o l d  t o  do? 

A. W e l l ,  we were t o l d  to- - i f  we approached an a rea  
and the  occupants of t h i s  a r e a  s t a r t e d  t o  run--we w e r e  t o l d  
t o  more o r  l e s s  considered them as  being h o s t i l e  o r  the  enemy 
--but they w e r e  supposed t o  have been b r i e f e d ,  t h a t  w e  would 
search  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any procedures of ac t ion .  taken i f  they
would run from you? . . 

A. Well, i n  some cases  they was t o l d  t o  f i r e  upon them, 
t o  b r i n g  them under f i r e  i f  they decided t o  run. 

Q Anything ever  s a i d  about t e l l i n g  them t o  h a l t ?  

A. Right.  

Q - D o  you know t h e  words f o r  t h a t ?  

A. The words f o r  what, s i r ?  \ 

Q. For h a l t .  

A. Hal t?  

Q. I n  Vietnamese? 

A. I d i d ,  sir,  bu t  I f o r g o t  it. I t ' s  been so long. 

Q. What about t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  f a r  as t h e  use of 
i n d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons such as  t h e  81 mortar?  I f  you rece ived  
a f i r e  mission,  was t h e r e  any ques t ion  about where t h i s  mission 
was t o  be f i r e d  o r  was t h a t  up t o  t h e  forward observer  and t h e  
company commander? 

A. That w a s  more o r  l e s s  up t o  t h e  company commander 
and forward observer .  However, we had t o  c a l l  i n  f o r  c learance  
a t  the time we f i r e d ,  a l l  t h e  way back t o  where t h e  f i r e  d i r e c -
t i o n  o f f i c e  is ,  back a t  t h e  TOC, t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  f i r e .  
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Q e  Suppose it w a s  a c o n t a c t  f i r e  miss ion?  

A. Then t h e  CO would g i v e  p r i o r i t y  whether  t o  f i r e  o r  
n o t .  

Q - What a r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t ,  a preplanned miss ion  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t  where you had t o  c l e a r  i t ?  

A. Right.  

Q. And w a s  t h e r e  any t r a i n i n g  given on the  procedures
f o r  t h i s  o r  w a s  t h i s  j u s t  something t h a t  you w e r e  b r i e f e d  on 
when you g o t  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Well ,  do you mean when t o  f i r e  and when n o t  t o  f i r e ?  

Q. Y e s ,  c l e a r a n c e  and such as t h a t .  

A. Oh, yeah,  w e  had t r a i n i n g .  We knew when t o  ca l l  
i n  f o r  c l ea rance .  

Q o  Who would make t h a t  c a l l ?  Was t h a t  your  job? 

A. Right .  I t  would be  me o r  my RTO. One of  us would 
c a l l .  

Q e  You had your  own PRC-25? 

A. A PRC-25. The only t h i n g  I would do is c a l l  t h e  
CO o r  my RTO would c a l l  t h e  CO and they  would ask c l e a r a n c e ,  
i f  we r e c e i v e d  a f i r e  miss ion  t o  f i r e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  as an i n d i v i d u a l  check back w i t h  Task 
Force Barker  o r  back t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  TOC? 

A. No. 

Q. The q u e s t i o n s  on clearances--were you g e t t i n g  ARVN 
c l ea rance  t o  f i r e  t h e  8I1s? D i d  you ever cons ide r  f i r e  c l e a r -
ance t o  f i r e  t h e  8 1 ' s  such a s  i n  add i ton  H & I  t a r g e t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  Well ,  we might have had.  The 
only t h i n g  I would--l ike each n i g h t ,  I would have groups t o  
f i r e .  I would have t o  g e t  them a l l  c l e a r e d .  Where t hey  came 
from. 
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Q - You c l e a r e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  company commander? 

A. Right.  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  M-2 which i s  a f a c s i m i l e  of 
a c a r d  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  card?  
There a r e  two pages,  t h e  f r o n t  and t h e  back of t h e  card.  It 
is a  w a l l e t - s i z e d  card.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- You've seen  t h a t  card? 


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q- When d i d  you see i t ?  


A. I b e l i e v e  w e  had t h e s e  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam. 


Q- I n  Hawaii? 


A. I n  Hawaii. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s t i l l  have it, b u t  I ' v e  
seen  it. 

/ 

a.  And you were i s s u e d  one? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e  men i n  your  p l a toon  had one of 
t h e s e  ca rds?  

A. W e  a l l  had them, sir. 


Q- You t h i n k  they  w e r e  i s s u e d  i n  Hawaii? 


A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  They w e r e  e i t h e r  i s s u e d  i n  
Hawaii o r  on t h e  s h i p  a s  soon a s  we a r r i v e d .  One of  the two 
p laces .  

0- I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I b e l i e v e  so .  W e  rece ived  
a l o t  of cards  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v i n g  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  
a r r i v i n g .  
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Q- Do you remember once i n  Vietnam going t o  any t r a i n -
ing  b e f o r e  you went on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where? 

A .  A t  Duc Pho. 

Q. What k ind  o f  t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  W e l l ,  we had t r a i n i n g  on enemy mines,  booby t r a p s ,  
map r ead ing ,  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a i n i n g .  I guess t h a t  i s  about  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  r u l e s  of  
l and  war fa re?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we had some t r a i n i n g  on t h a t .  

Anything s p e c i a l  on noncombatants? 

A. W e  a l s o  had t r a i n i n g  on t h a t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  
t hey  had a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  set up t h e r e ,  and w e  had t o  go i n  and 
search  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a t r a i n i n g - t y p e  o p e r a t i o n  n o t  t o  f a r  from. 
where we s t a y e d  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho. We had t o  more o r  less sepa -
r a t e  t h e  noncombants from t h e  h o s t i l e .  

Q Now, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h i s  d a t e  i n  your mind by
r e l a t i n g  it t o  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s .  When d i d  you go on R&R? 

A.  May, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember what d a t e .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  it w a s  i n  May, it was a good b i t  l a te r .  
W e  couldn 't use t h a t .  -

LTC NOLL: Do you know a S ta f ,  Sergeant  WYATT? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when he was k i l l e d ?  

A. I recall  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  recal l  t h e  d a t e .  

COL WILSON: That  was on t h e  9 t h  of March. Do you remember when 
Lieu tenan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- That w a s  t h e  morning of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  t h a t  
we  a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Right.  

Q e W e  have g o t  t h a t  f ixed .  Now, t h e  day before  t h a t  
ope ra t ion ,  and from what I have been a b l e  t o  understand i n  t h e  
s h o r t  per iod  of in terv iewing people from B Company, Captain 
MICHLES usua l ly  b r i e f e d  his platoon l e a d e r s  and they b r i e f e d  
the  squad l e a d e r s  a s  opposed t o  c a l l i n g  t h e  whole company 
toge the r  f o r  a b r i e f i n g .  

Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  on 15 March, p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. W e  d id  have a b r i e f i n g .  

Q - Would you t e l l  me, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
what was given t o  you during t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well, f i r s t  of a l l  w e  go t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was supposed t o  have been t h e r e  by name 
bu t  it w a s  supposed t o  have been a VC element t h e r e .  A consid-
e r a b l e  l a r g e  VC element,  I be l i eve .  Let ' s  s e e ,  we had our  
u n i t s  spread. We had two p la toons  on one f i r e  base ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
and two p la toons  on another .  The CO had t o  come by and b r i e f  
the  p la toon l e a d e r s  s o r t  of i n  a hurry.  It wasn ' t  t oo  much i n  
d e t a i l ,  b u t  we were t o l d  what time we had t o  leave ,  and what-
ever  we had t o  t a k e ,  and whenever we would be going i n .  Like 
I say,  I c a n ' t  remember nothing t o o  much i n  d e t a i l  about it, 
no more than t h e r e  was supposed t o  have been a cons iderable  
amount of VC i n  it and we were t o  prepare--we were expect ing 
them t o  be t h e r e .  

Q. Le t  m e  ask you some s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  Where w a s  
the b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  our  command--the f i r e  base i t s e l f  had a com-
mand bunker t h a t  the  i n f a n t r y  platoon l e a d e r s ,  who were i n  
charge of t h e  area, s tayed.  That ' s  where t h e  CO always gave 
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h i s  b r i e f i n g s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  LZ Uptight  was t h e  name of t h e  
LZ. 

Q .  And t h i s  b r i e f i n g  w a s  g iven by the  company commander? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  He always gave t h e  
b r i e f i n g s  . 
Q. Did he b r i e f  wi th  a map o r  how d i d  he b r i e f ?  

A.  H e  b r i e f e d  wi th  a map. H e  showed us e x a c t l y  where 
we were going and gave us t h e  coord ina te s .  

Q. What s c a l e  map w e r e  you us ing  then?  

A. 1:50, I b e l i e v e .  Like I say ,  i t ' s  been a p r e t t y  
good while  now, b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was a 1:50 map. 

Q. This b r i e f i n g  would have had your people p r e t t y  
c l o s e  i n  a t  t h a t  s c a l e ?  

A .  Right.  

Q Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  documents used f o r  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  bes ides  t h e  map? 

A.  Poss ib ly  an over lay .  Probably an ove r l ay  showing 
where our  company would be o p e r a t i n g  o r  j o i n  t h e  companies o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  

a. When t h i s  b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e ,  d i d  anybody else 
g e t  i n  on t h e  b r i e f i r ~ g ,  i. e. , d i d  the supply se rgean t  make 
any announcements o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t .  

A A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  no, because--well,  it depends. Now, 
a l o t  of t i m e s  they  a r e  a t  the l o c a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  on ly  
had one r i f l e  p la toon  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  so . n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  
people would be t h e r e .  

a .  Where were t h e  o t h e r  p la toons?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we  had two f i r e  b a s e s ,  LZ D o t t i e  and 
LZ Uptight! Normally, we had two on LZ Upt ight  and two on LZ 
Dot t ie  which was a few thousand meters away. 
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Q - A r e  you t a l k i n g  about B Company normally having 
the company s p l i t  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Bravo Company. 

Q They normally s p l i t  t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  not  normally,  b u t  sometimes 
the s i t u a t i o n  would r e q u i r e  us t o  do t h i s .  . I t  depends on 
the s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  time. 

Q A s  you r e c a l l  on 15, 16 March, was t h i s  t h e  con-
d i t i o n  of t h e  u n i t ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l .  Now, it could n o t  be abso lu te ly  
t r u e  bu t  I know it has happened before .  I ' m  n o t  f o r  su re .  

Q What o rde r s  were given concerning t h e  burning 
of the houses and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  animals and 

. foods tu f f s?  

W e  had no o rde r s  concerning t h a t .  

What were t h e  normal procedures? 

A. Normal precedure? There was no r e a l  need t o  burn 
them. 

Q. What about foods tu f f s?  

A. I never had any o rde r s  t o  burn it. 

Q I ' m  going t o  take  a couple of minutes here  and 
g ive  you a s h o r t  rundown on t h e  concept of t h i s  opera t ion .  

I 

(COL WILSON b r i e f e d  t h e  witness  by summarizing 
the  previous testimony received p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  opera t ion . )  

Now, i n  moving i n t o  t h i s  type a r e a  on t h i s  type 
opera t ion ,  I again go back t o  the  ques t ion  of t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of f o o d s t u f f s  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s .  Was t h e r e  any 
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex than was 
normal f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, sir ,  it was not .  
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Q.  Do you ever  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  being given 
on an opera t ion  dur ing  t h i s  per iod t o  des t roy  the  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. .NO, sir. 

Q. Nothing t h a t  amounted t o  any burning of houses 
and so f o r t h ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. The k i l l i n g  of animals? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  given i n  this a r e a  
regarding t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  The f i r s t  day we l o s t  q u i t e  a few 
people, I guess i n  mines and booby t r a p s  and a l l .  So 
everybody w a s  kind of r e l u c t a n t  whether t o  r e a l l y ,  what you 
might say,  t r u s t  the  c i v i l i a n s  o r  n o t  because they had an 
idea  t h a t  they knew what was going on i n  the  a r e a .  We a l s o  
had a l o t  of people l o s t  t o  sn ipe r s .  It was the  same t h i n g  
every time we went over t h e r e ,  you g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t ,  
well--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  During t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  what was t h e  
enemy s i t u a t i o n  depic ted  a s ?  Was t h i s  covered i n  the b r i e f i n g  
by the  company commander? 

A. It was covered. Like I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  exac t  amount. The name of the  u n i t  was brought 
ou t ,  but  I c a n ' t  remember. There was supposed t o  have been 
a  s t r o n g  h o s t i l e  fo rce  t h e r e .  

Q- There w a s  supposed t o  have been a s t r o n g  h o s t i l e  
fo rce  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Right.  

Q. And t h i s  i s  what you were t o l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  what was t h e  concept of opera t ions
f o r  the  p la toons  i n  B Company? I t o l d  you t h a t  the  1st Pla-
toon went o u t  t o  the  e a s t  across  the  br idge  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
What happened t o  t h e  2d and 3d Platoons and were t h e y  both on 
the  opera t ion?  

A. They were on t h e  opera t ion ,  s i r ,  bu t  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know because,  l i k e  I say ,  when I had the  81 platoon 
a l o t  of t imes t h e  CO would g ive  i n s t r u c t i o n s  -- give 
has ty  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  l i n e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and they 
would t ake  o f f .  I th ink  we had a couple of platoons around. 
I know we had one platoon around t h e  CP group and t h e  81 's  
f o r  s e c u r i t y .  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  The 2d Platoon -- Lieutenant  
COCHRAN t o l d  me -- they moved o u t ,  I t h i n k ,  I d o n ' t  know 
what d i r e c t i o n .  That ' s  when he g o t  k i l l e d  on th is  booby 
t r a p .  They h i t  another  one s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

Q We're going t o  go over  t h a t  i n  some d e t a i l  i n  
a minute, b u t  you d o n ' t  remember t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given i n  
the b r i e f i n g  regarding  which p la toons  were t o  do what? 

A. No more than t h e  1st Platoon was supposed t o  
move across  t h e  r i v e r  as  you ind ica ted .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Right,  and the  3d Platoon,  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  as  
I r e c a l l ,  w a s  supposed t o  p u l l  f lank  s e c u r i t y  f o r  the  CP 
group, and t h e  mortars  and t h e  2d Platoon had another  
-mission. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  what it was. It was t o  
secure  some f l ank  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know 
f o r  sure .  

Q. To secure  what? 

A. Maybe a f l a n k ,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  sure .  

Q D i d  you have your e n t i r e  p la toon on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r  -- which was very s h o r t  a t  t h e  time. 
Way o u t  of s t r e n g t h .  
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Q How many people d i d  you have i n  your platoon a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. I can' t remember t h e  exac t  f i g u r e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say,  r e a l l y .  I t  was l e s s  than 2 0 ,  I know. I know it was 
l e s s  than 20 .  

Q How many tubes d i d  you take? 

We only 
s t e d  of f i v e  men 
t h  the  CO. We a 

took one. We suppl ied a squad, which con-
and a mortar ,  t o  the  CP group and they went 

lways gave t h i s ,  and the r e s t  c a r r i e d  ammo 
and p a r t  of t h e  mortar ,  which was a ske le ton  crew. 

Q. What was t h e  s i z e  of your squads? Do you re-
member? 

A: A t  t h a t  time? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Poss ib ly  f o u r  -- t h r e e  o r  four .  

Q .  I n  a squad? 

A. Right. . 

Q. What d i d  the TOE au thor ize?  

A. I n  t h e  81, it i s  27. 

I n  a squad? 

Five pe r  squad. 

Q When you were a t  Uptight with t h e  mortar p la toon,  
a m  I c o r r e c t  when I say t h e  mortar platoons of the  var ious  
companies of Task Force Barker s tayed a t  Uptight without  
the  o t h e r  elements of t h e i r  companies? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Is it a l s o  c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  the  -purpose of 
t h a t  w a s  t o  provide,  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  support  f i r e  throughout 
the AO? 
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A. Right,  we put  o u t  i l lumina t ion .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  a l s o  a s i m i l a r  type mortar i n s t a l l a -
t i o n  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  Now, when you s tayed a t  Uptight ,  d i d  your com-
munications system a l s o  a c t  a s  a r e l a y ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- For opera t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you have any a d d i t i o n a l  communication equip-
ment because of t h e  r e l a y  requirment while  you were a t  Up-
t i g h t  than you normally wouldn't  have had. 

A. No, only a l a r g e r  antenna. We had a  so-cal led 
292 i n s t a l l e d  t h e r e  bu t  we s t i l l  used t h e  r e g u l a r  77.  Our 
TOE author ized  t h e  use of two of them. 

Q - Did you ever  remain a t  Uptight when elements of 
Task Force Barker were opera t ing  i n  the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. I cannot say f o r  su re .  I suppose so.  

Q Did you ever  provide any mortar suppor t  from 
Uptight t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  o r  was t h i s  no t  of your range? 

A. W e  never any support  t o  there. 

Q. W e r e  you eve r  aware of any communications being 
re layed from the Task Force Barker TOC t o  the  .ob jec t ive  
down a t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex? 

A. I suppose so. 

9. Is t h i s  something t h a t  happened o f t e n  when you 
have t roops  down t h e r e ?  Is it re layed?  Is it requi red?  
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Most of t h e  t i m e  it i s  requi red .  

Q Because of t h e  mountain range i n t e r c e p t i n g  t h e  
l i n e  of s i g h t ,  I suppose. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - So it was a reasonably important i n s t a l l a t i o n  from 
a communications s tandpoin t?  

Right.A. 

MR WALSH: Can you remember who was a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
a t  Uptight ,  i n  t h e  bunker, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  yourse l f  and Captain 
MICHLES? 

A,  W e l l ,  L ieutenant  COCHRAN was the re .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  r e c a l l .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say. 

Q. W a s  Captain WILLINGHAM t h e r e ?  

A,  This i s  why -- I kind of g e t  confused. I ' m  
th inking  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two platoons were over  a t  Dot t i e .  I 
c a n ' t  remember whether they was t h e r e  a t  Upt ight ,  because w e  
had been on missions s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  when we were a t  d i f f e r -
a n t  p laces .  

Q. W e  know, f o r  example, t h a t  a l l  of Char l i e  Company 
was a t  Dot t i e  t h e  day before .  Would it have been possib. le  
t h a t  some p a r t s  of Bravo Company would have been over t h e r e  
a t  the  same - t i m e .  

A. Not l i k e l y .  

Q- I f  a l l  of Char l i e  w a s  a t  Do t t i e ,  would it be 
l i k e l y  t h a t  a l l  of Bravo would have been a t  Uptight?  

A. More than  l i k e l y .  I t  worked t h a t  way, b u t  l i k e  
I say ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember because many t i m e s  t h e  CO 
came o u t  t o  g ive  us  opera t ions  orders .  I j u s t  remember 
me and another  platoon l e a d e r  being t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know 
f o r  s u r e ,  r e a l l y ,  whether Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM was t h e r e  
o r  not. 

Q. Do you remember what Captain MICHLES s a i d  
the  purpose of the  opera t ion  was? 
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NO, s ir ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Now, do  you r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  o f  day you r ece ived  
this b r i e f i n g ?  How.much p r e p a r a t i o n  d id  you have? 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  day. I 
can'  t. 

Q Do you remember a L ieu tenan t  LEWIS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was he p r e s e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know i f  
he had a r r i v e d  i n  o u r  u n i t  y e t  o r  n o t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 

A when he came. 

Q. How about  L ieu t enan t  WALTERS? 

A. I remember him. I d o n ' t  know -- I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he was wi th  t h e  u n i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  S e r g e a ~ tVANN,i.were you 
t o l d  o r  d i d  you g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h i s  miss ion  was 
going t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  miss ion  t h a t  you have 
had i n  the p a s t ,  o r  w a s  it b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same? 

A. - W e l l ,  we had been ove r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e  so 
' we were f i g u r i n g  t h a t  it would be j u s t  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  

from t h e  r e g u l a r  miss ions  t h a t  w e  p u l l e d  r i g h t  around t h e r e .  
W e  r e a l l y  d i d  ant ic ipate--we thought  t h a t  w e  would run  
i n t o  a h o s t i l e  f o r c e  o r  something e l s e .  W e  know w e  w e r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  a l o t  o f  booby t r a p s  and mines. 

Q. You a l s o  mentioned r e l a y  pe r sonne l .  Do you 
p o s s i b l y  r e c a l l  t h e  names of some of t h e  r e l a y  personne l?  

A. Le t  see, I had a s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r t h  c l a s s  t h e r e ,  
GELDMEYER . 
QI T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  L a t e r  on ,  Ma jo r  THOMAS w i l l  
show you a r o s t e r  and maybe you can t h i n k  of more a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  
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COT, WILSON: Sergeant  VANN, o u r  nex t  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
is  going t o  be concerned w i t h  t hose  o p e r a t i o n s  which bega in  
on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March. I ' m  going t o  t e rmina t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
and r e c a l l  i n  t h e  morning. We w i l l  probably n o t  s i t  un-
til 9 o ' c l o c k .  I n  t h e  meantime, has anybody ques t ioned  you 
about  t h e  r o s t e r  o f  B Company? 

A.  N o ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l i  I would l i k e  you t o  come h e r e  about  8 
o ' c l o c k  and see Major THOMAS, and h e ' l l  g i v e  you some 
m a t e r i a l ,  some r o s t e r s ,  and a l s o  some forms t o  f i l l  o u t .  
I would l i k e  you t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a s  b e s t  you can your 
p l a toon  on 16 March, n o t  any o t h e r  t i m e ,  and any th ing  
else t h a t  you can recal l  i n  t h e  company. I n  a d d i t i o n  
to '  t h a t ,  w h i l e  you a r e  do ing  t h i s  it may be a good i d e a  
t o  de te rmine  i f  you can r e c a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  
any i n d i v i d u a l s  
t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

o r  names. Now, have you g o t  any ques- 

N o ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: W e ' l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  sometime around 9 o ' c l o c k  
i n  the morning, and you can g i v e  him any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  
need be t aken  c a r e  of l a te r .  

RDCR: Y e s ,  sir. 


COL WILSON: Thank you ve ry  much. .t h e 
W e '  11 see you i n  . 

morning. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1645 hour s ,  14 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 0 0 8  hour s ,  15 
January 1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  VANN, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under o a t h .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir,  I understand. 

COL WILSON: Yesterday, we covered a s e r i e s  of ques t ions ,  and 
we reached t h e  day of the  opera t ion ,  1 6 t h  March, 1968. I th ink  
it would be b e s t  i f  you j u s t  explained t o  me, as  w e l l  as  you 
can r e c a l l ,  what happened on t h e  16th of March. 

A. Okay, sir. Well, a s  I r e c a l l ,  I guess we went i n t o  
the P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  a t  the  time. I c a n ' t  remember what l i f t  I 
was on a t  t h i s  time. Anyway, I imagine it was e i t h e r  the  
second o r  t h e  l a s t .  A s  t o  what I was involved i n ,  we got  o f f  
the  choppers,  and i n i t i a l l y ,  I guess ,  we were about -- my 
platoon was moving about 50 t o  60 meters away from t h e  a r e a ,  
maybe 100, and we set the  mortars  f o r  support .  W e l l ,  
we were more o r  l e s s  support ing it i n  support  of t h e  1st Pla-
toon which had moved o u t  across  the  br idge .  W e  s tayed  i n  the  
area-- that  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  I guess about 2 hours. I ' m  
no t  sure .  Well, about 75  meters from my l o c a t i o n  we had t h i s  
explosion.  Tha t ' s  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was h i t  and t h e  
o t h e r  people was wounded. Af te r  we took c a r e  of the  j 

wounded and everything we c a l l e d  an evacuat ion chopper t o  
take c a r e  of the  wound of Lieutenant  COCHRAN. I guess 
about 20 minutes l a t e r  the  p la toon which he was assigned t o ,  
I be l i eve  it was t h e  2d Pla toon,  had moved c u t  again.  I 
d o n ' t  remember how many. T h a t ' s  about a l l  I know about t h e  
opera t ion  of t h a t  platoon a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  We moved --
my whole p la toon movements t h a t  day included only about --
I guess about 200 o r  300 meters from where we landed 
a t .  W e  laagered f o r  t h e  n igh t .  The opera t ions  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
p la toons ,  I r e a l l y  don 't know exac t ly  what they were. 

Q. Let me ask you some s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  Based 
on what you have s t a t e d ,  you s tayed i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where 
you landed your one mortar f o r  2  hours i n i t i a l l y ?  

A.  Approximately. 

Q. And you d i d n ' t  move over  200 t o  300 meters from 
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  the  e n t i r e  day? 

(The witness  nodded head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Did you move nor th  o r  south? Which d i r e c t i o n  
did you move, do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  nor th .  W e  moved t o  t h e  northwest,  
I be l i eve .  

Q - Now, on these  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  you encountered, 
the  f i r s t  group was from t h e  2d Platoon and t h e  next  
group of c a s u a l t i e s  were from what? 

A. The 2d Platoon. 

Q - A l l  from t h e  same p la toon.  Were a l l  t h e s e  
people evacuated a t  t h e  same time o r  were they  evacuated 
a t  d i f f e r e n t  time. 

Q- You mean t h e  two companies? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Well, a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  We go t  the  f i r s t  
group out ;  and, l i k e  I say ,  20 o r  30 minutes l a t e r  we had 
another  one, s o  we had t o  c a l l  i n  another  evacuat ion t o  g e t  
them out. 

Q. Now, t h e  f i r s t  group t h a t  was evacuated was 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN, I guess,  o r  h i s  group of wounded. 

(The wi tness  nodded head i n  t h e  af f i rma t ive . )  

Did you recognize t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  came i n  
t o  pick them up? 

. . 

A. Do you mean by -- w e l l ,  it was j u s t  a medevac. 


9 - Was it a medical a i r c r a f t ?  


A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was, s ir .  


Q- Did you n o t i c e  any s p e c i f i c  markings on i t ?  


A. No, sir.  

Q. A r e d  c ross?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  a red  c ross .  
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Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine if it was i n  f a c t  a medi-
c a l  a i r c r a f t  o r  one of the  s l i c k s  t h a t  you took i n  or  
poss ib ly  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER'S a i r c r a f t .  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so ,  sir. Like I s a i d ,  it could have 
been. 

Q What about t h e  second group? Did you see  them 
-evacuated? . , .. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Could you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a i r c r a f t  i n  any way? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s  much as I can remember, it was a 
rnedevac sh ip .  

Q Now, you loaded a t  Uptight? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember how many a i r c r a f t  came i n  t h a t  
morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q n You d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e  whole company was t h e r e  
o r  no t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of f l i g h t ?  

A. I t  w a s  t o  t h e  south.  
. . 

Q. Due south? 

A. Not due south,  maybe sou theas t .  

Q. Did you go over  by t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Right. I was near t h e  c o a s t .  Well, l e t  me 
th ink  again.  I b e l i e v e  -- I d o n ' t  know i f  we went d i r e c t l y
-- I be l i eve  we d i d  go due south  and came back up nor th  
and landed. Let me say I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  sir. 
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MR WALSH: Do you remember i f  you went o u t  over  t h e  ocean 
down t o  t h e  r i v e r  and came back up nor th?  

A. W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

COL WILSON: Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  l and ing  e i t h e r  
on r o u t e  o r  as you made your low-level approach? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q- Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  i n  your a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  a l r eady  had t r o o p s  
on t h e  ground. 

Q- That '  r i g h t .  You s a i d  you w e r e  i n  t h e  second 
l i f t  o r  l a s t  l i f t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. . .  Where w a s  t h e  LZ? Can you i d e n t i f y  the LZ by 
looking a t  a map? 

A. I could t r y .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  I could.  

Q e  W e  w i l l  g e t  a map l a t e r ,  and s e e  i f  you can 
i d e n t i f y  it. Were you f i r i n g  when you l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q* Was anybody? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Did you see any gunships i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e ' s ,  sir. 

Q e  What w e r e  they  doing? 

A. W e l l ,  they were j u s t  more o r  less f l y i n g  around 
the  a rea .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  what 
they -- I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  were j u s t  hovering around t h e  
a r e a  more o r  less. 
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Q. They weren 't f i r i n g ?  
.. -

A. No, sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  .see. them f i r e  t h a t  morning? 

A.  I didn '  t see them f i r e .  
I 

Q. A t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The whole day? 

A. I imagine they f i r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  l i f t .  They 
normally d id .  

Q You d i d n ' t  l eave  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of your platoon 
a t  any time. You were with them the  whole day, which puts  
you wi th in  200 meters of t h e  landing  zone. Is t h a t  cor-

- r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  You d i d n ' t  know of anything t h a t  was going on 
over a t  the coas t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see  any National  P o l i c e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so; sir. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  
t h i s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see any i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you see any p r i s o n e r s  o r  VC suspec t s  being 
- i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  day? I 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Not even i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Now I ' l l  read  you some e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  l o g  t o  see 
i f  we can r e f r e s h  your mind. This  is the  l l t h  Brigade jou rna l  
of 16 March 1968. Also t h e  jou rna l s  of 17 ,  18 and 19 March. I 
would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h e s e  a s  e x h i b i t s .  

RCDR : The 11 th  Light  I n f a n t r y  Brigade jou rna l s  f o r  16 
t h r u  19 March 1968 a r e  e n t e r e d  and marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-46. 

COL WILSON,: The l o g  r e a d s ,  "Second a r t i l l e r y  prep  was s t a r t e d  
a t  0808 hours and completed a t  0811 hours . "  A 3-minute 
a r t i l l e r y  prep.  N o  l o c a t i o n  given.  The second one would have 
been t h e  p rep  f o r  your combat a s s a u l t .  You d i d n ' t  go i n  on 
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  and it is  no t  l i k e l y  t h a t  you would have seen 
t h i s .  Did you see t h e  r e s u l t s  of an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. It is  hard  t o  say.  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s a y ,  because 
i t ' s  one of those  t h i n g s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it was. j u s t. another  
day, you know. I have no idea .  

Q- . Now, t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  f i r s t  l i f t  
touched down a t  0815 on a  co ld  LZ. The second l i f t  touched 
down a t  0827 and t h e  CA was complete. So, t h e r e  w e r e ' o n l y  
two l i f t s .  A t  0845 hours  t h e  r e p o r t  r e a d s ,  "Tripped a 
105 round, booby t rapped  i n  a t r e e  ; r e s u l t s  : one U. S . KIA,  
f o u r  U.S. wounded." 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

- .
Q- Were you t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  occurred? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I was t h e r e .  

Q Were you eve r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Maybe about  75 t o  100 meters. P r e t t y  c l o s e  -- it 
was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  landing  site, 

Q W e  do have coord ina te  p o s i t i o n s  on these .  W e  w i l l  
t r y  t o  p l o t  them and see i f  t h a t  w i l l  he lp  you remember where 
the  landing  zone w a s .  Sometimes these  coord ina te s  i n  t h e  log 
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t ransmiss ions  w i l l  change. Now, a t  0930 hours: "Booby t r a p  
r e s u l t s :  t h r e e  U . S .  wounded, and d u s t o f f  completed with C&C 
a t  0943. " I 'm n o t  c e r t a i n  about this, b u t  I be l i eve  t h i s  
could have poss ib ly  been Colonel BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  
s h i p  providing t h e  evacuation. Now, t h i s  is  t h e  second l i f t  
which i s  shown he re  sometime about 4 5  minutes l a t e r .  Would 
you r e c a l l  i f  it was Colonel BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  
sh ip?  Was t h e r e  any i d e n t i f y i n g  f e a t u r e s  about the  sh ip  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir,  no t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. I t e m  63 i n  t h e  log  shows t h a t  B/4/3 engaged a 
number of VC and t h e  r e s u l t s  were 18 VC K I A ,  some web equip-
ment, a s s o r t e d  uniforms, a s s o r t e d  rounds of ammo. Do you 
r e c a l l  elements i n  your u n i t  becoming engaged i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  
somewhere around 10 o r  11 o 'c lock  t h a t  morning, a couple of 
hours a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  Did you provide any mortar sup-
port? 

A. No, sir, we d i d n ' t  f i r e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  f i r e  any t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Entry 64 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  1050 the  u n i t  l o c a t i o n  
of B/4/3 w a s  coordina te  738796. There i s  an e n t r y  72 on the  
log  that  d a t e  where a Helix,  t h a t  is a FAC a i r c r a i t ,  a t  1340 
hours r epor ted  30 t o  40 VC a t  a c e r t a i n  coordina te  and B/4/3-

was moving i n .  Do you r e c a l l  anything,  any ins tances  such as  
t h i s ?  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  FAC a i r c r a f t  must have been i n  t h e  
genera l  a r e a .  

A. Right.  

Q. And t h e  log  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  B/4/3, once t h e s e  30 
o r  40  VC were r epor ted  a t  a coordina te  which appears t o  read 
736832, was moving i n ,  and I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  t h i s  o r  i f  
you heard anything about t h i s  o r  i f  you provided any i n d i r e c t  
f i r e  suppor t  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  o r  i f  B Company even made con-
t a c t ?  
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A. Once a g a i n ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  I ' m  s u r e  
t h e r e  w a s  some c o n t a c t  made t h a t  day by some of  t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say  what t h e  e x t e n t  of  it was o r  what 
t i m e  it w a s  o r  how many. 

Q. I t e m  77, 1420 hour s ,  s tates t h a t  t h e  B/4/3 engaged 
a number of VC in. t u n n e l s ,  e i g h t  VC KIA, and some equipment and 
a s s o r t e d  rounds of ammo cap tu red .  Do you recall  t h i s  i n c i -
den t?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir. 

Q I t e m  94, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  1935 t h a t  day ,  Task 
Force  Barker'  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  B/4/3 w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  733796 wi th  
ambush s i t e  a t  745805. That-seems t o  cover  most of  the 
even t s  t h a t  we  have recorded  f o r  B Company. Now, l e t ' s  
t ake  a look  a t  t h i s  l a s t  c o o r d i n a t e  of  t he  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
company and t h e  o r i g i n a l  e n t r y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  drop  
zone, and as you say  t h e y  w e r e  reasonably  c l o s e  t o  each 
o t h e r .  The LZ w a s  734785. The r e p o r t e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t e d  n i g h t  l a a g e r  was 73-3796. There i s  very  l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n c e .  Apparen t ly ,  you l a a g e r e d  i n  clo-se t o  t h e  LZ. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  -

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it w a s  c l o s e .  

Q T h a t ' s  where you s t a y e d  ove rn igh t?  
-

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  whi le  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  second l i f t ,  
do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep f i r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

-

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
. -

Do you recall  how long  it was? 
, . ' . . - . .. 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir .  This  is .-something n o t  rare. 
-- .. .I j u s t  c a n ' t  remembe-r. 

Q But you do have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y
f i r i n g  wh i l e  you w e r e  w a i t i n g  t o  t a k e  o f f ?  
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A. I guess  s o ,  y e s ,  w e  were t h e r e  and they  d i d  f i r e  
t h a t  morning. 

Q. And they  f i r e d  from Uptight .  They a l s o  had some 
tubes  a t  D o t t i e  you know, b u t  you remember them f i r i n g  from 
Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q When you go t  on t h e  ground and set  up your  mor t a r ,  
what do you remember about t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  Do you r e c a l l  what 
it looked l i k e  around t h e  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see. There was--i t  looked l i k e  t h e r e  
had been some conc re t e  s t r u c t u r e s  of some type  t h a t  had been 
e i t h e r  burned o u t  o r  des t royed .  

Q - A house? 

A. A house of  some type .  

Q *  Could you see a b r i d g e  from where you were? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Could you see t h e  w a t e r  from where you were? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q - Were you aware t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon  w a s  moving 
o v e r  a b r i d g e  t o  go ove r  n e a r  t h e  ocean? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And your  assignment was t o  p r o t e c t  them i n i t i a l l y
wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  them move o u t ?  

As I b e l i e v e  I seen  some elements .  They went i n  be-
f o r e  we d i d ,  I ' m  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  because--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  you w e r e  going t o  s u p p o r t  them, 
wouldn ' t  you normally have somebody who would have some v i s u a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  them? 
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A .  W e l l ,  e i t h e r  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  would c a l l  i n  f o r  
support .  He would s e r v e  as  forward observer .  I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  we had one with them, a t  t h a t  time o r  not ,  from my element. 
He c a l l e d  it back. Well, t he  CO gave me t h e  genera l  a rea  where  
they were supposed t o  be going i n  and I laid--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he show you a map? 
. . 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A 1:50,000 map. And would he i n d i c a t e  where t h e  
1st Platoon w a s  going and where you were? 

A,  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And you would g e t  your i n i t i a l  d a t a  from t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir, 

Q.
... 

Do you remember anything about g e t t i n g  a c a l l  from 
a person t o  support  t h e  1st Platoon and f i r i n g  some rounds 
t h a t  turned o u t  t o  be duds?. 

.~.. 

A. That d i d  happen. I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h a t  
day o r  not .  ' 

Q. W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n s  from t h e  1st Platoon 
people t h a t  t h e y  asked f o r  suppor t ,  and they go t  some 81 rounds 
t h a t  were duds. It d i d n ' t  make them very happy, I imagine. 
We thought t h a t  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember--I th ink  it was. I c a n ' t  say fo r  
s u r e  if t h a t  was t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  bu t  I remember f i r i n g  some 
dud rounds. We d i d  f i r e  a s e r i e s  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  

- .  

Q. Was the  company commander with you dur ing  t h e  t i m e  
you were r i g h t  near  t h e  LZ? 

A,  H e  was close by,. He wasn ' t  with my element. 

Q Could you see him? 

A. Right. 

Q Do you remember see ing  the  2d Platoon move ou t?  
I th ink  you s a i d  you d i d .  Do you remember what d i r e c t i o n  they 
were going? Did you say n o r t h e a s t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s ee  from where we were, I be l i eve  i t  
w a s  n o r t h e a s t  . o r  north-- i t  was nor theas t .  

Q. What was t h e  t e r r a i n  l i k e ?  Could you see  f o r  a 
long d i s t a n c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess about--I could s e e  them f o r  about 
. 75 yards away. 

Q Were t h e r e  a l o t  of  houses around t h e  a r e a ,  o r  w a s  
it l a r g e l y  paddy f i e l d s ,  o r  what was the  t e r r a i n  l i k e ?  

A. There was no houses i n  t h a t  a r e a .  , 

Q - No houses' a t  a l l ?  

, A. No, l i k e  I say ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h i s  country had 
been bombed away a t  some t i m e ,  bu t  it was a l i t t l e  vegeta ted ,  
l i k e  t r e e s  and bushes. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a p r e t t y  good s i z e d  road c u t t i n g  across  
from e a s t  t o  w e s t ,  t h a t  you crossed  a s  you moved north? You 
d o n ' t  remember? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I t h i n k  you s a i d  you moved 200 t o  300 meters t o  t h e  
nor th  t o  your l a a g e r  s i t e .  Would t h a t  be c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well, we moved 200 o r  300 meters ,  maybe a l i t t l e  
.more o r  a l i t t l e  less, bu t  my d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  a l i t t l e  screwed 
up. I t h i n k  it was t o  t h e  northwest.  

Q. Do you remember l i n k i n g  up with Char l i e  Company i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . About h o w  b i g  of an area d i d  t h e  two companies pre-
pare  a t  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know, sir,  because o u r  company had 
one s i z e d  a r e a  and Char l i e  Company had ano the r  s i z e .  

Q. They r e a l l y  weren ' t  t o g e t h e r .  They were i n  j u s t  t h e  
same genera l  a r e a ?  
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A. k i g h t .  Well, maybe they had a  per imeter  s e t  up. 
O w  company had one h a l f  of it, Char l i e  Company had the  o t h e r  
h a l f .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  the  way it was, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q .  Did you s e e  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  on 
t h a t  day? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q Do you remember anything more about  t h a t  f i r s t  day 
t h a t  s t i c k s .  i n  your mind t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  you about? 

A =  . T h a t ' s  about it, s i r .  I c a r ' t  remember anything 
else. N o  more than  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  i s  t h e  day t h a t  we 
f i r e d  t h e  dud rounds, come t o  t h i n k  of it. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember hear ing  t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon had 
k i l l e d  some VC over  t h e r e  i n  the  beach a r e a  t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. Poss ib ly ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say ,  s i r .  About every 
day ' w e  g e t  some r e p o r t s .  

COL WILSON: Sergeant  VANN, do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
i n  and b r ing ing  a photographer and a couple of o t h e r  people 
i n t o  t h e  B Company CP l a t e  t h a t  morning o r  e a r l y  t h a t  a f te rnoon?  

I 
A .  NO, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

Q I'm going t o  ask you t o  look through some photographs
(Exhibi t s  P-26 t h r u  P-42 and P-56 and P-70). This e x h i b i t  number 
is on t h e  photograph. J u s t  look through those and see  i f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  t h e  person o r  t h e  p laces  i n  those  photo-
graphs and I ' l l  ask you which ones i n  a minute, a f t e r  you look 
through them. 

(The wi tness  s tudying  the  photographs. ) 

Now, what about P-17? Can you recognize the  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  people i n  t h e r e ?  Any of them? 

The l o c a t i o n ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. I t  seems t o  be some of t h e  personnel  t h a t  were as-
s igned t o  my platoon.  J u s t  t h e  o u t l i n e s .  
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Q. You can 't i d e n t i f y  them? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q. What about P-18? 

A. I can i d e n t i f y - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h a t ' s  SP4 HUFFPAN. 

Q Was he i n  your platoon? 

A. Yes, sir. 

,Q• What was h i s  job? 

A. A t  t h e  time he was working wi th  the  CO. I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  he was, a s  p a r t  of t h e  CP group. 

Q . Do .you remember t h i s  a rea?  Can you l o c a t e  t h i s  
a rea?  Was t h i s  near  t h e  LZ? 

A. Yes, sir ,  it had t o  be. It  looks l i k e  t h e  a rea .  

Q What is  t h i s  conf igura t ion  on the  ground here ,  the  
mounds over  here .  This c l e a r e d  a r e a  through here ,  can you 
d e s c r i b e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a s  on P-18)? What i s  i t ?  

A. It looks t o  be where t h e  s o i l  has  been plowed. 

Q. I s n ' t  t h a t  a funny way t o  plow it l i k e  t h a t ?  Why
' would they leave  the  a r e a  i n . h e r e  unplowed ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  Do 

you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. These seem t o  be mounds. Maybe they j u s t  s t a r t e d  
it. 

Q.  What about t h e s e  Vietnamese? Do you remember see ing  
any? D o  you recognize any of the  Vietnamese i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recognize t h i s  group ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  Did you 
see HUFFMAN with these  people? 

A. I imagine I d i d ,  sir. 
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And you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  near  t h e  landing  zone? 

A. 
could be 

Yes, s ir .  

What about P-19? 

I c a n ' t  recognize anybody t h e r e .  

DO you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  could be? 

Well, I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a smal l  v i l l a g e .  It 
west.  

Away from t h e  sea?  

A. Away from t h e  s e a  area .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  where 
it was. 

Q To t h e  west  of t h e  landing  zone? 

A. Right. 

Q What i s  t h i s  h e r e  i n  t h e  background? Does t h i s  
look l i k e  anything you ever  saw ( i n d i c a t i n g  a reas  on P-19) ? 

A. I don't know. I t  looks l i k e  maybe it was a hut  
o r  something made o u t  of mud. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- What about P-28? 

A. I can recognize--I b e l i e v e ,  SP4 HOUGHTON i s  t h e  in-
d iv idua l  hold ing  t h e  pole  i n  h i s  hand on t h e  l e f t .  Sergeant  
MARSHALL t o  extreme r i g h t  r e a r  with h i s  hands on h i s  h ips .  

Q. Who was Sergeant  MARSHALL? 

A. H e  was one of my squad l eader s .  H e  was i n  charge--
he was assigned t o  t h e  CO u n i t  i n  charge of the  CP group f o r  
l i t t l e  missions,  l i k e  b r ing ing  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  chow o r  
something .  

Q e  What about HOUGHTON? What was h i s  job? 

A. He was p a r t  of t h e  CP group. 

Q. Was he i n  your platoon? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  he was assigned,  b u t  he  went wi th  t h e  
CP. 

And t h e  man bending over ,  can you t e l l  who t h a t  

A. I c a n ' t  recognize him. He's probably one of the--
I ' m  s u r e  he was p a r t  of t h e  CP group b u t  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. 

Q- What does he appear t o  be doing? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  he has  a bayonet i n  h i s  hand probing 
t h e  ground. 

Q- Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I suppose. I d o n ' t  know about t h e  exac t  s p o t  though. 
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i t ' s  i n  t h e  genera l  a rea .  

Qe Do you recognize t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  the  c e n t e r  
r i g h t  of t h e  photograph? 

A. It looks l i k e  t h e  M I  team. 

Q. The one wi th  h i s  helmet o f f  and t h e  one s tanding  
next  t o  him look l i k e  t h e  M I  team. Do you remember who they 
were? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember by name. 

Qe How about P-21? 

A. That  is  t h e  same two as  i n  P-20. 

Q. MI? 

A. Right.  

Q. How about P-22? 

A. The same two. 


9- Do you recognize t h e  o l d  man i n  t h e r e ?  


A. NO,  sir. 
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Q. How about P-23? 

A .  That ' s  Captain MICHLES and the  M I  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q - Did Captain M I C H L E S  use the  M I  i n t e r p r e t e r  q u i t e  
f r equen t ly  when he w a s  w i t h  him? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Who d i d  he use when he d i d n ' t  have a Vietnamese 
i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. J u s t  before  we l e f t  Hawaii, we s e n t  a couple of 
people t o  language school .  One of the  R T O ' s  was p r e t t y  good. 

Q. But he d i d n ' t  have a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  him-
s e l f  t h a t  went with him? He used an American? . 

8 

.A. Well, no, we d i d n ' t  have one a t  a l l  t imes.  

Q C Company had one. 

'A. Oh, they d i d .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember B Company ever  having one? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  Maybe 
we d id  a t  one time. I know we had one. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q. I f  you had one a t  o n e ' t i m e ,  was it befo re  o r  a f t e r  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

Am . I would say a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion .  However, dur ing
t h i s  opera t ion  he re  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  we had t h e  team. The M I  
team. 

Q. D o  you remember t h e  M I  team coming i n t o  B Company 
t h a t  n igh t?  

A. N o .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember them jo in ing  B Company, coming 
i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Well, I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s ir ,  because w e  had 
a l o t  of h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  q u i t e  o f t e n  when we were o u t  t h e r e .  
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'Q A f t e r  the  l i f t  was completed, how many h e l i c o p t e r s  
came i n  and brought people t h a t  morning? D o  you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know fo r  su re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  the  M I  team 
went o u t  with us o r  they brought them i n .  

Q. Do you recognize any of the  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  pic-
t u r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q How about P-68? 

, A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h i s  ind iv idua l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
I recognize the  f a c e .  

Q ; The man on the  l e f t ?  

A. The man on the  l e f t .  

Q Was he i n  B Company? 

A.  I imagine so .  I guess he was. - I recognize the  f ace ,  
but  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  name. 

' . Q. Did you a l l  wear f l a k  j acke t s  then? 

A. ' That w a s  more o r  l e s s  up t o  the  ind iv idua l .  I f  he 
thought--some f e l t  more secure  with them. The CO l e f t  it up 
more o r  less t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q. He d i d n ' t  p r o h i b i t  anyone from wearing them? 

A.  No, sir. 

. Q *  I no t i ced  none of t h e  o t h e r  B Company personnel 
t h a t  you poin ted  o u t  i n  these  photographs had on f l a k  j a c k e t s ,  
and i n  photo P-68 a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  people have on f l a k  j acke t s .  
Do you r e c a l l  i f  many of the  company i n  March wore f l a k  
jackets?  

A. The men i n  t h e  company? 

0. The men i n  B Company. The men i n  your platoon.  
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A. The men i n  my pla toon never wore them. Well, 
. I guess one o r  two may have worn them. I t  depended on the  

ind iv idua l .  Like I s a i d ,  i.f you wanted t o  wear them it was 
allowed. When'we went i n t o  an a rea  where t h e r e  was a l o t  
of mines and booby t r a p s  some people f e l t  more s a f e  t o  wear 
them, o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  want t o  c a r r y  t h e  load.  I t  was awful 
hot .  

Q I was r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an i n d i c a t i o n .  Would 
you say the  major i ty  of B Company wore t h e  jackets  o r  d i d  
not  wear them i n  March? 

A. I would say the  major i ty  of people d i d  no t  wear 
them. 

MRWALSH: Sergeant ,  d i d  you know Captain KOTOUC? He was 
the Task Force Barker S2. 

A. I ' v e  seen him. I shou ldn ' t  say I know him. I 
didn '  t know him by h i s  name. I 've seen him around. 

Q. Did you see  Captain KOTOUC and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees  i n  the l a a g e r  a rea  on the  n i g h t  of 
the  f i r s t  day? 

A,  No, no, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

Q Did you e i t h e r  see  o r  hear  anything about anybody 
c u t t i n g  the  f i n g e r  o f f  of a VC suspect  i n  the  l aager  a r e a  on 
the  n igh t  of t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q How about p u t t i n g  a s u s p e c t ' s  hand on a rock and 
bea t ing  it with a  kn i fe?  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q .  Did you ever  hear  anything about any National  Po l i ce  
shooting a couple of VC suspec t s  i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything about it. 

Q Did you hear  any f i r i n g  i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n igh t?  That a f te rnoon o r  t h a t  evening? 
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A.  No, s i r ,  I should hope not .  I f  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  
going on it should have went on o u t s i d e  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea .  

Q .  Would you have remembered i f  it occurred i n  the  
l a a g e r  a rea?  

Within the  per imeter?  

Yes. 

-A. Yes, sir,  I ' m  su re  I would. 

* COL WILSON: We a r e  now going t o  show you some photos and 
maps and s e e . i f  you can ske tch  something. The b e s t  t h i n g  
t o  do is t o  r ecess  and w e  ' 11 see  what we come up with.  The 
hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1106 hours; 15 January 
1970.) 

(During t h e  r e c e s s ,  wi tness  was provided an 
-	 a e r i a l  photo of the Son My Vi l l age  c o a s t a l  complex f o r  

subsequent annota t ion .  A t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  p l a i n ,  unannotated 
photo was rece ived  i n  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-168.) -. 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1215 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 

RCDR : A l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  were 
again p resen t .  

COL WILSON: I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

During the  r e c e s s ,  Sergeant  VANN has descr ibed  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  he can b e s t  r e c a l l  which occurred on the  


. 16th  of March, 1968; has  annotated an a e r i a l  photo (Exhibi t  

.P-168 l a t e r  admitted with annota t ions  a s  Exh ib i t  P-169). 

The e n t r i e s  (on t h e  a e r i a l  photo) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e n t r y  1 


. is  t h e  landing  zone. He r e c a l l s  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  f ac ing  t o  

the  nor th  a s  it landed, and he was on t h e  second l i f t .  


Entry 2 is  t h e  approximate a r e a  where Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  Included on t h a t  e n t r y  i s  the  
log  e n t r y  from Headquarters,  11th  Brigade, (Exhib i t  M-46) 

. 	 which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t ime of t h a t  event  was 0827 hours 
on the  morning of t h e  16th .  

Event 3  is t h r e e  wounded i n  a c t i o n  when they 
-	 t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p  a t  l o c a t i o n  3 .  The l o g  e n t r y  f o r  

t h a t  event  was 0930 on t h e  morning of t h e  16th .  , 

P o i n t  4 is Sergeant  VANN's r e c o l l e c t i o n  of where 
the  81 mi l l ime te r  mortar gun p o s i t i o n  was loca ted .  

(VANN 	 37 APP T-146 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Po in t  5 i s  an approximation of a t a r g e t  f i r e d  by 
the 81 mortar i n  support  of t h e  1st Platoon.  A log  e n t r y  
a t .  0955 t h a t  morning i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a c t i o n  a t  
t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

P o i n t  6 is the  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
~ / 4 / 3  and C/1 /20 .  Do you r e c a l l  C Company being t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  -

COL WILSON: I have i n d i c a t e d  on he re ,  "Prepared from mem-
ory ,  15 January 1970, t h e  events  of 16 March 1968." I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  s i g n  t h a t .  Is t h i s  what you r e c a l l  a s  b e s t  
you can? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. The b e s t  
t h a t  I can remember. 

Q I f  you s ign  t h a t ,  w e ' l l  in t roduce  t h a t  a s  an 
e x h i b i t  . 

(The witness  s igned t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, which was 
received and en te red  i n t o  evidence .as Exhib i t  P-169.) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  now l e t ' s  t ake  about 4 0  minutes and e a t  
lunch. We'll r ecess  end come back z f t e r  lunch. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 2 2 1  hours ,  15 January 

(The ' hea r ing  reconvened a t  1305. hours ,  15 January 
1970.). 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  I 
RCDR : Those p r e s e n t  inc lude  MR WALSH, COL WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWS 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th ,  Sergeant  
VANN . 

- ,  

A.  Yes, sir,  I understand. 

I 
Q We completed the  annotated photograph as  t o  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of the  16th  of March. I would l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  
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17th  of March, and ask t h a t  you desc r ibe  t o  me anything t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  t h a t  occurred on t h a t  day. 

A. On t h e  17th ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  is t h e  day, 
we crossed--we l e f t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  What t ime,  I d o n ' t  know. 
If I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  we moved t o  t h e  e a s t  across  the  br idge  
and I c a n ' t  remember anything s i g n i f i c a n t  happening no more 
than we crossed  the  br idge .  Some of t h e  p la toons ,  I d o n ' t  know 
whether t h e  1st o r  2d, moved t o  the  south.  My element c rossed  
the  br idge  and s e t  up j u s t  t o  the  e a s t  s i d e  of the  br idge  o u t  
100 meters e a s t  of t h e  br idge .  We were prepared t o  support  
while  the  o t h e r  elements moved down south  of the  a rea  across  
the r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  we moved bu t  we got  a d a y ' s  
ope ra t ion  o u t  of it. We laagered  I guess about 2 , 0 0 0  meter 
south of t h e  a r e a  where we crossed  the  b r idge  t h a t  n igh t .  
Like I say,  dur ing  the  day, I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  what hap-
pened. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, a s  you crossed  the  br idge  you mov-
ed h o w  f a r  south?  

. A .  Maybe 1,000 meters--you know, o u t  of the  whole day. 
Maybe it was less. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. A couple of c l i c k s ?  

'A.  A couple of c l i c k s .  

Q. Did you pu t  your mortar i n  t h e  f i r e  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  
you crossed  t h e  br idge o r  a f t e r  you moved south? 

A. A f t e r  I crossed  the  br idge .  

Q Your mortar p o s i t i o n  was p laced  i n  t h e  proximity of 
' t h e  br idge then? 

A.  Well, it was about 100 meters n o r t h e a s t  of the  br idge .  

Q. Then d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  any pe r iod  of time? 

A. My pla toon s tayed t h e r e  and I was with them f o r  some 
time. I d o n ' t  know how long,  maybe an hour o r  l e s s  un t i l - -
we l l ,  even longer  a s  I remember, it was longer  than an hour. 
We s tayed t h e r e  p r e t t y  near  a whole day u n t i l  we were c a l l e d  
down t o  jo in  the company i n  the  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  I remember 
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.this. I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s  on t h e  17th.  

Q. Okay, s o  you p u t  your mortar p la toon  i n  p o s i t i o n  
'. r i g h t  next  . t o  the br idge ,  s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  a while ,  and then  

d isp laced  south t o  the company command pos t .  

A. . Right. 

Q - The company command p o s t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  where you 
. p u t  your mortar p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Was your mortar p la toon t h e  only u n i t  t h e r e  a t  
the  time? 

A. I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e r e  was another  element t h e r e  t o  
provide s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  81. Normally the  company commander 
would leave  one platoon.  

Q. Another p la toon?  

A. Which w a s  understrength.  

Q. But the  company moved south a f t e r  they crossed  t h e  
br idge,  and you went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  t o  support  them. 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Then l a t e r  on, o r  sometime t h a t  day, you d i sp laced
south t o  jo in  t h e  company? 

A. Right. 

Q. And a t  t h e  time you joined the  company a couple of 
c l i c k s  t o  t h e  south.  Did you go i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  
loca t ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  

The company d i d n ' t  move anymore, d i d  i t ?  

A. I f  I understand c o r r e c t l y ,  the  CP group was t h e r e  
along with a t  l e a s t  one platoon e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  l a a g e r  posi-
t i o n .  They had e s t a b l i s h e d  before  we were c a l l e d  up. 
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Q. Before you g o t  down t h e r e  they were a l ready  s e t  up? 

A. Right. 

Q. The a r e a  t h a t  you moved i n t o  on t h e  morning when 
you pu t  your gun i n  p o s i t i o n ,  was t h i s  a h a b i t a t e d  a r e a  o r  o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I t  was ou t  i n  t h e  "boonies." 

Q. Was it a r i c e  paddy? 

A. I t  was s o r t  of a vegeta ted  area .  

Q. I see .  Were t h e r e  any houses around t h e r e ?  

A. No. 


Q* You were i n  a f i e l d  ou t  i n  t h e  open? 


A. - Right.  

Did anything occur  t h a t  morning t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  
Did you hzve any fire missions? 
Q e  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  do any f i r i n g  a t  a l l .  I t  seems l i k e  
we had another  booby t r a p  i n c i d e n t  i n  one of t h e  platoons.  I 
d o n ' t  know which one. 

Q - I t  wasn ' t  i n  your platoon? 

A. It w a s n ' t  i n  mine. This  i s  j u s t  something I heard.  

Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  f o r  you t o  r e c a l l  i s  anything t h a t  
happened where you were. 

A .  No. 

Q - Were your communications good t h a t  morning? Did you 
have any problems with communication? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so .  I t h i n k  t h e  communications were 
good. 

Q. Do you normally monitor t h e  company communications 
on t h e  r a d i o  o r  your RTO? 
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A. The RTO. When t h e r e  is something t h a t  I t h i n k ,  
you know, should--if I f e e l  i f  t h e  CO wants t o  ca l l  m e  o r  
i f  I knew something w a s  going on I would monitor it. 

Q. D i d  you normally hear  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. Could I normally hea r  i t ?  

Q. W a s  your RTO c lose  enough t o  you so .you could 
hear  t ransmiss ions?  

-.. 

A.  Not a l l .t h e  t ransmiss ions .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  names of t h e  v i l l a g e s  My Khe 
( 4 ) ,  Co Lay (1), (2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ?  Do these  names mean anything t o  

you? 

A.  I remember hear ing  the  names. They d o n ' t  have no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  value.  I c a n ' t  remember what happened t h e r e ,  i f  
anything d i d  happen. 

Q. L e t  me go i n t o  a couple of e n t r i e s  he re  on t h e  11 th  
Brigade l o g  of the  17th  (Exhibi t  M-46) and see  i f  you can re-
c a l l  any of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s .  A t  0831 t h a t  morning, i tem 34 
i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade log ,  it ind ica ted  t h a t  B/4/3 a t  0810 hours 
t h a t  morning t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p  a t  747188, one U.S. wounded 
due t o  h o s t i l e \ a c t i o n .  That w a s  a Sergeant C. H. TAYLOR. Do 
you know a Sergeant TAYLOR? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. He w a s  apparent ly  evacuated? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. S l i g h t  wound i n  t h e  hand, f o o t ,  s i d e  of t h e  head. 
He w a s  dusted-off a t  0830. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I don' t.. This i n c i d e n t  must be t h e  one I r e f e r r e d  
t o  e a r l i e r .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  none of it. 

Q You d i d n ' t  see  i t ?  You j u s t  heard about i t ?  

" A. Right. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t ,  now, i t e m  37 which is  e n t e r e d  a t  0845: 
it s a y s ,  "B/4/3 a t  0830 rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e ;  n e g a t i v e  c a s u a l t i e s .  
Aero-scouts went t o  check t h i s  ou t . "  This  l o c a t i o n  w e ' l l  check 
on a map i n  a few. minutes a t  742787. I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  
is a t  your l o c a t i o n  o r  f u r t h e r  down t h e  road ,  b u t  we' 11 check 
t h i s  o u t .  Do you remember your p la toon  g e t t i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e  
a t  your l o c a t i o n  t h a t  morning? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q That w a s  about  0830. Now, a t  1320 "B/4/3 engaged 
two VC"--this i s  i t e m  62 e n t r y  a t  1330--"two VC evading;  r e s u l t :  
one VC KIA. " Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. That  covers  most of t h e  e n t r i e s  on B Company t h a t  
day. I t  d i d n ' t  appear  t o  be t o o  much a c t i v i t y  from t h e  looks 

. o f  t h e  log .  What I would l i k e  t o  do a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t r y  t o  
i n d i c a t e  on t h e  same s h e e t  (Exh ib i t  P-169) t h a t  you prepared  
b e f o r e ,  because it should be l o c a t e d  i n  ano the r  a r e a ,  movement 
of your u n i t  on t h e  1 7 t h  of March. 

(The wi tness  s o  marked E x h i b i t  P-169 dur ing  an o f f  
t h e  record s e s s i o n .  ) 

Sergeant  VANN has  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
mor tar  p l a t o o n  on t h e  1 7 t h  of March a s  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a  moving g e n e r a l l y  i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  ac ross  t h e  
b r idge  sou th  of My Lai  (1). H i s  p l a toon  then  tu rned  n o r t h  
about  100 t o  200 meters and set  t h e  mor tar  p o s i t i o n  up a t  a 
l o c a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  on p o i n t  7. A t  t h e  t i m e  he was a t  p o i n t  
7 t h e  company CP was i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h e  whole complete t i m e .  

Q. When you moved t h e r e  i n i t i a l l y ?  

A. When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: I wonder, s e r g e a n t ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  a t  t h e  f a r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  was t h e r e  a v i l l a g e  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir, t h e r e  was no. v i l l a g e .  

Q- Did you see any v i l l a g e  when you moved up t o  the  
p o s i t i o n  where you set up t h e  mor tars?  
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A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
p o s s i b l y  had been v i l l a g e s  t h e r e ,  sometilr~ebe£o r e .  

Q. Did you see any dead bodies  when you c rossed  t h e  
b r i d g e  and went t o  se t  up t h e  mor tar?  

A. NO, sir.  

COL WILSON: L a t e r  on t h a t  day,  p r i o r  t o  da rkness ,  t h e  mor tar  
p la toon  d i s p l a c e d  and moved due sou th  t o  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n ,  which was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  8. 
A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  mor tar  p la toon  was p laced i n  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
n i g h t  f i r e ,  i l l u m i n a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h .  I unders tand t h a t  you 
reached t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  p r i o r  t o  darkness?  

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q. You had adequate t i m e  t o  p u t  t h e  gun i n  a c t i o n  
and p repare  p o s i t  i o n s  ? 

A. Right  and a l s o  a h o t  meal, a s  1 remember. 

Q. Was t h i s  brought  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have one on t h e  16 th?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  

Q So you had them bo th  n i g h t s ?  

A.  W e  normally had one every evening--for t h e  evening
meal. 

Q. Did anything occur  a t  p o i n t  8 which is  t h e  n i g h t
de fens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir.  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  a s  you proceeded on wi th  your  mor tar  tube  
from p o i n t  7 t o  p o i n t  8 d i d  you pass  through any v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  
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Q. Do you know approximately where they were loca ted?  

A. Do you mean by coordina tes ,  s i , r ?  

Q Yes, o r  e i t h e r  i n d i c a t e  them on t h e  photbgraph or 
by coordina tes  on t h e  map. I don' t want you t o  pay any a t t e n -
t i o n  t o  anything t h a t  i s  on t h e  map. I j u s t  want t o  know what 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s ,  because t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
can see on t h e  map t h a t  have been destroyed long ago t h a t  may 
n o t  have been t h e r e  a t  t h e  time you went through. What I want 
t o  know i s  whether you saw any v i l l a g e s  o r  c o l l e c t i o n s  of 
hootches where people l i v e d  a t  t h e  time you walked from p o i n t  
7 down t o  p o i n t  8? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  . I ' m  s u r e  I can r e c a l l  a v i l lage- -not  
l a r g e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  small .  

Q- Would it be more than one ccmplex t h a t  you went 
through o r  j u s t  one? 

A. J u s t  one. 

Q. Would t h a t  have been down c l o s e  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
o r  up c l o s e r  t o  t h e  b r idge?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  say about halfway from p o i n t  7 .  
Between p o i n t  7 and p o i n t  8. 

Q. Did you s e e  any dead bodies  along t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any burned hootches i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
complex t h a t  you went through? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. T e l l  me, when you w e r e  looking south dur ing  t h e  day 
when your mortar  w a s  i n  p lace  a t  p o i n t  7 ,  d i d  you s e e  smoke 
from hootches burning down t h e  peninsula? 

A. Not a s  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q- Did you know t h a t  t h e  companies missions,  moving i n  
down t h e  peninsula ,  included burning t h e  hootches and var ious  
se t t l ement s  along t h e  way t h e r e ?  
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A. I wasn ' t  aware of  it, sir. 

Q. DO you remember i f  t h e  company had any a c t i o n  that 
. . day? That- . they k i l l e d  any VC a t  a l l  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say,  sir. I imagine they d i d ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  

Q You j u s t  d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything 
s i g n i f i c a n t  happening t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  hea r ,  e i t h e r  on t h a t  day o r  t h e  day 
before  o r  a t  any o t h e r  t i m e ,  anything about B Company s o l d i e r s  
rap ing  any women i n  t h a t  a rea ,  on t h a t  opera t ion?  

A, No, sir. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  VANN, we re t r acked  your p la toon on 17 
March. From t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 17 March, can you 
descr ibe  the  even t s  t h a t  occurred on 18 March? 

A, About the only t h i n g  I can remember on t h e  18th 
was we moved--well, I moved--my platoon moved from t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n .  W e  iiloved to t h e  nor th .  This is  one l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  how f a r  we went, but  it took us--
it .was p r e t t y  near  an a l l  day move and I be l i eve  w e  moved, 
looking a t  t h e  map t h e r e ,  we moved from p o s i t i o n  8,  somewhere 
init ially--somewhere back i n t o  the  v i c i n i t y  of p o s i t i o n  7 o r  
p o i n t  7 and we s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  a while--my platoon.  

Q You went t o  your o r i g i n a l  mortar p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  you 
crossed the  br idge?  

A.  Right i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  

a .  And you s t ayed  the re?  

A .  For about an hour o r  two. The whole i d e a ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  
was to--the company moved ou t  and we s tayed here  f o r  support .  

Q. I n  othe; words, you ' re  going back t o  t h e  17th  r i g h t ?  

A. Well, t o  the  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  of the  17 th .  
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A. So you s t ayed  on t h e  18 th ,  t h e  company moved up, 
you s t ayed  i n  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Right. 

Q m  Where d i d  t h e  company go? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. They moved nor th .  Now, I guess t h e i r  mission 
was t o  sea rch  o u t  t h e  peninsula ,  i f  I am n o t  mistaken. I 
c a n ' t  remember what t h e i r  mission was. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
my movement from here  back t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We s t a y e d  
t h e r e  approximately 2 hours then  we moved t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, you moved from your l a a g e r  pos- 
i t i o n  to  t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  17th of  March and then  
you moved f u r t h e r  nor th?  

Q. Did anything occur during t h a t  pe r iod  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q I  Le t  m e  go down t h e  log  h e r e  and s e e  what i s  
entered .  Sergeant ,  l e t  m e  go down t h e  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  18th 
i n  t h e  11th Brigade log (Exh ib i t  M-46). A t  0832--this is  
en t ry  46 e n t r y  t i m e  0832. This i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  B/4/3 a t  
0730 found a rice cache, approximately 3,000 pounds, and 
were bagging it back. This was found a t  742787. Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q* This i s  back up near  t h e  br idge .  It  meant t h a t  
somebody from B Company was back up t h e r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morn-
ing.  I have another  ques t ion  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  go back t o .  
One t h i n g  on t h e  17th, from your p o s i t i o n  where you p u t  your 
mortar next  t o  t h e  b r idge  on t h e  17th ,  could you provide 
suppor t ing  f i r e  a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Song 
Tra Khuc River? That  would be a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 
3,500 meters .  Any problem on t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q- Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  you normally 
have any i n d i c a t i o n  when you went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  how 
f a r  up t h e  u n i t  w i l l  move be fo re  you d i s p l a c e  forward? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  t h e  CO would ca l l  m e  and t e l l  me 
where to  d i sp lace .  

Q- Did you have any indicat ion--  

A. ( In terpos ing)  Where t h e  u n i t  was going? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. Sometimes I d id .  Sometimes I d i d n ' t ,  I should a t  
a l l  t imes.  

Q- I n  o r d e r  t o  provide t h e  suppor t ing  f i r e ?  

A. Right.  

Q - Don't you g e t  a progress  r e p o r t  of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - How do you normally know where t h e y ' r e  going? Do 
they t e l l  you be fo re  they l eave  o r  do they g ive  you a r e p o r t  
en route?  

A. Well, t h e  p la toon l eader  would c a l l  me and t e l l  m e  
where they were a t .  

Q. The p la toon  l eader?  

A. Right. 


Q- Wh'ich p la toon l eader?  


A. Whichever p la toon l e a d e r  was i n  charg.e of t h e  p la -  
toon,  

Q. What about t h e  company? You're suppor t ing  t h e  com-
pany? 

A. Right,  w e l l ,  e i t h e r  one. I n  any case ,  i f  one pla-  
toon has a s e p a r a t e  mission,  t h e  platoon l eader  would c a l l  me. 
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0. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is would you normally 
have known i f  t h e  company was going a l l  the  way south t o  t h e  
mouth of  t h a t  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  when you went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  
up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge?  

A. I imagine, yes ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether you knew they w e r e  going 
t h a t  f a r  sou th  o r  not?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n  when you joined them 
a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  they  had moved 
as f a r  south  as they were, o r  t h a t  they had been i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
o r  had been sweeping i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ?  

A. I had no indicat ions--no,  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  south  
they had been, b u t  I knew they  had been f u r t h e r  south  t h a n  
they i n d i c a t e d .  

Q- W e ' l l  go back t o  the 18th i n  t h e  11th  Brigade log .  
You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  r i c e  cache o r  evacuat ing i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Entry 47, 11th  Brigade log ,  which was 0835, g ives  
t h e  B/4/3 l o c a t i o n  as  743790. Th'at w a s  a t  0835 t h a t  morning, 
j u s t  on t h e  c o a s t  nor th  of t h e  b r i d g e  a t  My Khe ( 4 ) .  Do you 
have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

MRWALSH: No, I don ' t .  

COL WILSON: Refer r ing  t o  Exh ib i t  M-16, which i s  t h e  Task Force 
Barker log  f o r  18 March, e n t r y  8  a t  0835, c a r r i e s  t h e  B Company 
l o c a t i o n  as  t h e  same 7437790, and it shows t h e  81 mortar  p la-  
toon was l o c a t e d  a t  742788 j u s t  nor th  of the  b r i d g e  a t  0835 
t h a t  morning. That  i s  t h e  morning of t h e  18 th ,  and t h e  r i c e  
l o c a t i o n  i s  742787 which i s  very c l o s e  t o  where t h e  r i c e  cache 
is supposed t o  be and very c l o s e  t o  where t h e  mortars were in -
d i c a t e d  on t h e  log .  Le t  me be s u r e  I understand. That  morn- 
i n g  on t h e  18 th  as  you moved forward you s a i d  you went back 
i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  and I th ink  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  we've c a l l e d  o f f  a r e  
j u s t  about i n  t h e  same p lace  as your p o s i t i o n  was on t h e  1 7 t h .  
That r i c e  must have been around t h e r e  somewhere, b u t  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  3,000 pounds of r i c e ?  
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A. I r e a l l y  don ' t .  Maybe they had t h e  rice o u t  b e f o r e  
we  g o t  there. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The rice w a s  found--the e n t r y  i n  the log  is 0755. 
It had t o  b e  found b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e .  The r e p o r t  of  t h e  u n i t s  
be ing  l o c a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  0835. I d o n ' t  know what t i m e  you c losed  
i n ,  b u t  t h e  r i c e  was found sometime b e f o r e  8 o 'c lock  and very 
c l o s e  t o  where t h e  mortar  p la toon had been deployed. I imagine--
it says  they  w i l l  evacuate ,  b u t  do you see anywhere i n  t h e  l o g  
where it w a s  evacuate? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: You d o n ' t  recall t h a t ,  Sergeant  VANN?, 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q - Now, a t  0955 on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade l o g  shows B/4/3 l o c a t e d  a t  748815, which would be on the 
o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  Ky Xuyen (1). Does t h a t  sound about 
r i g h t ?  I r e m e m b e r  t h a t  you s a i d  t h a t  you went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  
and s t ayed  he re .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right,  t h a t ' s  what I was th inking .  I remember I 
knew I came up a f t e r  t h e  company had moved up, s o  I probably 
w a s  s t i l l  i n  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  down near  t h e  br idge .  

Q. The company went o f f  and you s t a y e d  i n  p o s i t i o n  
the re?  

(The wi tness  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now, t h e r e  was a 0955 en t ry  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they 
were up t h e r e  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  town e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Do 
you r e c a l l  provid ing  any mortar support  o r  anything whi le  they 
were moving up t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no mortar support .  

Q .  A t  1145 t h a t  morning t h e  company was, o r  t h e  e n t r y  
i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade log  which i s  e n t r y  71 says  t h a t  B/4/3 i s  
a t  748814 and t h a t  t h e r e  were approximately 1,000 people t h a t  
d i d n ' t  appear t o  be VC and t h a t  Task Force Barker would p u t  a 
MEDCAP i n t o  the a r e a  on 18  March, a t  approximately 1400 hours .  
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A. I remember t h e  MEDCAP. 

Q. There is  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  they were going t o  
b r i n g  one i n  a t  1330 hours t h a t  day according t o  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade log.  l l t h  Brigade Log r e p o r t s  B Company's l o c a t i o n  
a t  760821 which p laces  them on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  of the  
v i l l a g e .  Going t o  the  Exhibi t  M-16, which i s  Task Force 
Barker ' s  log ,  a t  1900 hours t h a t  day, 26 reques ted  a  
dus to f f  f o r  t h r e e  Vietnamese who were wounded by booby 
t r a p  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  dus tof f  was completed. Do you 
remember t h r e e  Vietnamese be ing  wounded by booby t r a p ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. The next  e n t r y  i n  Exh ib i t  M-16 was a t  1930 which 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  B Company was loca ted  a t  751816 j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  
f i s h  pond a t  Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  and t h a t  an ambush was e s t a b l i s h e d  
200 meters t o  t h e  nor th .  Did you leave  your mortar p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  br idge  on t h e  18th and c l o s e  i n  with 
B Company t h e  eve of t h e  18th? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you know what time you d i sp laced  your weapon? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  I t  was p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
af te rnoon when we l e f t .  Somewhere between 1400 and 1500, 
something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Then you move on i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  with B Company? 

A. Not i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  I was s t i l l  j u s t  south.  

Q - Did B Company move i n t o  a  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Outside of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Right . 
Did they set  up a defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

Yes, sir.  
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Q • N e r e  you i n  the per imeter  of t h a t  defense? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did anything unusual occur  before  midnight t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e  h i t  by mortars .  I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  w e  w e r e .  

Q - What time w a s  t h a t ?  Before o r  a f t e r  midnight, 
o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  

Q • L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  log of the  11th  Brigade log  on 
t h e  19th .  Now, I want t o  go through t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  18 th  
and 1 9 t h ,  you a l ready s a i d  you received some mortar  f i r e .  
The log  of t h e  b r igade  on 19 March a t  0146 e n t r y  4 ,  0156, 
says B / 4 / 3  r ece ived  approximately 12 rounds mortar  o r  hand 
grenade; 5 wounded, h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  They were evacuated 
wi th  gunship e s c o r t  a t  751816. Also one k i l l e d  h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n  a t  p o i n t  751816, t h i s  would be on the  southern  end 
of where you s a i d  your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  w a s .  I 
don' t know whether t h a t  was t h e  piclc-up p o i n t  f o r  t h e  
evacuat ion o r  where t h e  mortar rounds came i n .  Do you 
remember .a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  pick up 
wounded? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Did he pick' them up on t h e  c o a s t  o r  d i d  he pick 
them up r i g h t  i n  your per imeter?  

A. Right,  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  coas t .  I j u s t  thought of 
t h a t .  The southern  p o r t i o n  of our  per imeter  was pos i t ioned  
only about 15 o r  20 meters from the  water  on t h e  high ground 
s o  we were c l o s e r  down. 

Q- Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land down t h e r e  on t h e  beach? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

a- And pick up the wounded? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q The Brigade log  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  0240 t h a t  morn-
ing  t h a t  Task Force Barker reques ted  "Spooky" from t h e  America1 
to  come i n  and cover the  a r e a  the  remainder of t h e  n igh t .  I t  
doesn 't say which a r e a  but  I imagine it was t h e  a r e a  where 
.B Company was. A t  0325 t h a t  morning on a l a t e  e n t r y  f o r  Task 
Force Barker i n  the  11th Brigade log  s t a t e d  t h a t  "Spooky" is on 
s t a t i o n  a t  B6 s o  it was B Company t h a t  reques ted  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
and t h e  a i r c r a f t  was received and was on s t a t i o n  a t  0325. I ' m  
no t  f a m i l i a r  with the  code name o r  nickname "Spooky", a r e  you? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  it i s . a small  p lane  t h a t  f i r e s ,  what I 
th ink  we c a l l  a minigun. 

Q. This is  a C-47 A i r  Force a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Tha t ' s  what I thought it was. I heard it r e f e r r e d  
t o  as t h e  "Dragon. " 

. . 
Right.A. 

Q Are they both the  same?. 

A. I presume. 

Q. "Puff t h e  Magic Dragon." The Brigade log i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  "Spooky" depar ted  s t a t i o n  a t  0600 hours.  Do you r e c a l l  
on the  19th--you c losed  i n  t h e  n igh t  l a a g e r  on the  18 th ,  s tayed  
t h e r e  over n i g h t .  You rece ived  some mortar f i r e  t h a t  n igh t  and 
t h e r e  was some wounded evacuated. Do you r e c a l l  what occurred 
on t h e  19th  a f t e r  day l igh t?  

A. About t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  about t h e  
19th--the morning of the  19 th ,  very e a r l y  i n  the  morning, we 
l e f t  t h e  a rea .  

Q. You l e f t  the  a rea?  

A. My pla toon,  I be l i eve .  Once again I th ink  it was 
on t h e  second l i f t  we l e f t  t h a t  a r e a  completely. I th ink  we 
moved back t o  LZ Uptight.  

Q. Let  me ask you t h i s .  You mentioned, we s o r t  of l o s t  
t r a c k  of it because the  l o g  d i d n ' t  follow through on it. You 
mentioned t h a t  you had a mDCAP i n  t h e r e .  I don.'t know whether 
t h a t  was on t h e  18th.  
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A. That  w a s  on t h e  18th.  

Q. Did t h e  MEDCAP work up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where the 
n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  pos i t ion- - i t  w a s  n o r t h  
of t h e r e .  It  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The MEDCAP came i n t o  the 
v i l l a g e  south  of where t h e  n i g h t  l aager  w a s .  

Q =  Were you up t h e r e  wi th  B Company when t h e  MEDCAP 
was working? 

A. I wasn ' t  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  spot .  I w a s  s t i l l  
f u r t h e r  south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d n ' t  move a l l  t h e  way up 
u n t i l  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  My 
p la toon bypassed t h e  v i l l a g e  and went up t o  t h e  l a a g e r  pos-
i t i o n .  I w a s  aware t h a t  t h e  MEDCAP came i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did t h e  MEDCAP s t a y  i n  there t h a t  n i g h t  o r  go
back on t h e  18th? 

A. I th ink  they went back. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Normally, 
nobody s t ayed  ou t  t h e r e  a l l  n igh t  unless  they  had t o .  I 
assume t h a t  they d i d  go i n .  

Q Did anything occur a f t e r  t h e  mortar f i r e  that you 
rece ived  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. NO, s i r .  You m e a n a f t e r  while  we--we t r i e d  t o  
take ca re  of t h e  wounded. Get them ready f o r  evacuat ion.  

Q Did you t ake  any of  t h e  wounded down by t h e  
beach? 

A. I helped c a r r y ,  I th ink  one ind iv idua l .  

Q Did you hea r  t h e  "Spooky" over the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A. Over t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Yes. 

A. Yes, s ir .  He flew around and around. 
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Q. Was he doing any f i r i n g ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know i f  he f i r e d .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he 
f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a rea .  I t h i n k  he f i r e d  e a s t  o r  north- 
e a s t  of our p o s i t i o n .  This was where the  mortar f i r e  was sus-
pected t o  have came from. 

Q- NOW, a t  1215 on t h e  19th of March the  11th Brigade 
log repor ted  B Company's p o s i t i o n  a s  755820. A t  t h a t  time you 
were s t i l l  repor ted  a s  being i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  genera l ly  
where you s a i d  t h e  n igh t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was. 

A. I th ink  w e  l e f t  e a r l i e r .  

Q. The e n t r y  i n  the  log  was a t  1215. There was an e n t r y  
a t  1410 i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade log  which is  i tem 83. I t  says B/4/3 
a t  1230 hours de ta ined  one VC suspec t  a t  574818. The only t h i n g  
I can f i g u r e  is  t h a t  it is an e r r o r .  I t ' s  backwards on t h i s  log  
--754818 which i s  j u s t  south of the  v i l l a g e .  The p o l i c e  s t a t e d  
i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion log  t h a t  t h e  man was VC. Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q - The next  e n t r y  is a t  1900 which is  number 100 i n  
the l l t h  Brigade log.  Shows u n i t  l o c a t i o n  and shows B/4/3 a t  
LZ Dott ie .  

A. I'm s u r e  my 81 was a t  Uptight.  

Q. You could have gone back t o  Uptight wi th  your 

mortar platoon.  


, A: (The witness  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q. A t  t h e  time you depar ted  Uptight t o  go on t h i s  

opera t ion  f o r  3  days, d i d  t h i s  l eave  Uptight without  

any mortars? 


A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. I assumed they d i d  leave  one 
platoon i n  t h e r e .  They normally had one p la toon i n  the re .  
c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. When you went back t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was 
another  p la toon i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. There wasn ' t  anyone the re .  

Q .  Do you remember, from the  looks of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
l o g  with t h i s  e n t r y  a t  1900 on t h e  19th ,  and t h e  l a s t  e n t r y  
which c a r r i e d  the company, a t  1410 the  company was back i n  the 
o b j e c t i v e  area. So between 1410 and 1900 you went back to--you 
could have went back t o  Uptight.  B Company went back t o  D o t t i e .  
Do you recall where t h e  pick-up zone was when you p u l l e d  o u t  of  
t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, on t h e  beach. 

(4. It was on t h e  beach? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

5 2 - Do you recall when C Company went o u t  where t h e r e  
pick-up zone was? 

A. No, sir.  I keep t r y i n g  t o  remember b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  my 81  p la toon ev iden t ly  l e f t  before  t h e  rest of t h e  
compahy l e f t ,  because w e  d i d  l eave  e a r l y .  I t h i n k  we w e r e  
j u s t  picked up by one of t h e  u t i l i t y  choppers ' tha t  we had work- 
ing  f o r  us. I th ink  we used j u s t  one chopper f o r  my pla-  
toon, t o  s h u t t l e  my pla toon back t o  Uptight.  

Q. It i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you depar ted  e a r l y .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  pick-up zone was down t h e r e  
i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of where they picked up those wounded o r  was it 
someplace e l s e ?  

A. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it was t h e  e x a c t  same l o c a t i o n .  
A few meters from t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  do you remember on t h e  l a s t  day having 
the  Navy send i n  a l o t  of d e t a i n e e s  i n  sampans o r  f i s h i n g  
boa t s  t o  your company up i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere? 

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h e  ques t ion ,  sir.  

a. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a bunch of n a t i v e  fishermen i n  
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boats  being s e n t  i n  here  by some Navy b o a t s ,  t o  be quest ioned 
by your company? 

A. I remember seeing q u i t e  a few sampans, By the  
time I g o t  up t o  t h i s  a rea  where t h e  MEDCAP opera t ion  was go-
ing  on, t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a few i n  the  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know ex-
a c t l y  why they were t h e r e .  They were near  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know why they were the re?  

A. No, sir. 

. Q - Did you s e e  a MEDCAP team come i n  by chopper, 
which included a  Medical Corp major and some o t h e r  doc to r s  and 
people? 

I s a w  the  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n .  

You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  who was on i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Can you r e c a l l ,  s e rgean t ,  anything about t h i s  
opera t ion  t h a t  w a s  a t  a l l  unusual i n  t h e  way of the t rea tment  

- o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  Poss ib le  k i l l i n g  o r  wounding of c i v i l i a n s  un-
n e c e s s a r i l y  and m i s t r e a t i n g  women? Anything of t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  
you e i t h e r  s a w  o r  heard about? 

A. I heard nothing unusual. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about what you know. I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about your hear ing  any rumors, any t a l k  among t h e  men 
a t  any time dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. How about B Company before  t h i s  t h i n g  broke i n  
the  newspapers, have you ever  heard anything i n  the  way of 
rumors about what C Company might have done t h a t  day? 

A. About the  only t h i n g  we heard about C Company was 
--I shou ldn ' t  make t h i s  s ta tement  because I can'  t--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You should make it. It might be 
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h e l p f u l  t o  us  even though it wouldn't- be admissible  i n  c o u r t  o r  
anything. Tha t ' s  n o t  t h e  po in t .  J u s t  t e l l  us any rumors you 
heard o r  any impressions that you had t h a t  might be h e l p f u l  t o  
US. 


A. W e  w e r e  working i n  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  day and s o  t h e  
only  t h i n g  I heard w a s  they  had a p r e t t y  rough day t h a t  day. 
They ran  i n t o  q u i t e  a few VC. More than  w e  d id .  Tha t ' s  a l l .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about women and 
ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being  conducted about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  quest ioned by anybody? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you e v e r  make a s ta tement  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant  VANN, looking - a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photo 
(Exhibi t  P-169) he re ,  I see  you went through a number of smal l  
v i l l a g e s .  Throughout your move up and down t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  d i d  
you see  any of t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  h u t s  t h a t  were- burned? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  houses o r  h u t s  o r  v i l l a g e s
a c t u a l l y  burning o r  having been burned? 

A. No, sir .  

Q e  Did you s e e ,  poss ib ly ,  any crops o r  animals t h a t  
had been k i l l e d  and s o  f o r t h  by ind i sc r imina te  f i r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  
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. 	 0- I n  your  p la toon  o r  t h e  headquar te rs  element t h a t  
you t r a v e l e d  w i t h ,  was t h e r e  anyone wi th  them t h a t  may have 
taken p i c t u r e s  a long  t h e  way? 

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  t h e  company commander used t o  c a r r y  
a camera a l l  t h e  t i m e .  W e  had a medic a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  CP 
group. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. I remember a t  l e a s t  about  
t h r e e  people  t h a t  c a r r i e d  a camera. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e i r  names? 

A. W e  had t h i s  RTO, Sergeant  CONGLETON. I t h i n k  t h e  
medic's name was Spec 5 SWEENY. I know t h e s e  people  had cameras. 
1l.d seen  them. Probably,  some more I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: Back i n  J u l y  I968 you had a man i n  your p la toon ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  named EBINGER, John EBINGER, Jr. 

A. Right .  

Q *  D o  you remember 'him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  	 H e  wrote  a l e t t e r  t o  P r e s i d e n t  JOHNSON. 

A. I remember t h a t ,  too .  

Q. This  l e t t e r  became a m a t t e r  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  CG,  U. S. Army, Vietnam, At t en t ion :  I n s p e c t o r  
General.  I n q u i r y  was made by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  SWANK. Do 
you remember him t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel SWANK? 

A. The i n s p e c t o r  gene ra l ?  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What do you suppose caused o r  provoked EBINGER t o  
make t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  he made i n  h i s  l e t t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  as I r e c a l l - - i t  i s  p r e t t y  hard  f o r  m e  t o  
reca l l  t o o  much about  EBINGER--but he was t h e  t y p e  i n d i v i d u a l  
--nobody en  joyed be ing  i n  Vietnam, b u t  he d e f i n i t e l y  didn 't 
want t o  be t h e r e  a t  a l l .  H e  d i d  a l l  he  could t o  g e t  o u t  of  
t h e  f i e l d  e x e r c i s e s  t h a t  we had. Every t i m e  w e  were ready t o  
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go ou t ,  he had some reason why he s h o u l d n ' t  go, and I think 
he j u s t  had a b i t c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army a s  a whole. That ' s  
about mostly what he s a i d .  

Q. H e  makes one s ta tement  i n  here ,  he says :  "If 
a s o l d i e r  raped one of  your daughters ,  would you want t o  k i l l  
him. Most people would. I t ' s  being done many t i m e s  on many 
days by s o l d i e r s . "  What do you suppose caused him t o  m a k e  
t h a t  s ta tement? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything l i k e  t h a t  going on i n  
t h e  company? 

A. No, sir, I never heard anything. 

Q 'Have you ever  heard of any Vietnamese be ing  
t o r t u r e d  by any members of B Company--VC o r  non-VC? 

A. No, sir .  

Q - Did EBINGER eve r  go on any opera t ions?  

A. I suppose, s i r .  Not t o o  many. H e  always found 
some reason n o t  t o  go. I th ink  he went on a couple.  I d o n ' t  
remember exac t ly .  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  I know we asked you t h i s  be fo re ,  b u t  do 
you know t h e  addresses  and p resen t  l o c a t i o n s  of any of t h e  
personnel t h a t  might have been on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Most of t h e  personnel  i n  B 
Company have ETS'd. A l o t  of t h e  s e n i o r  N C O ' s ,  I guess--even 
where I ' m  s t a t i o n e d  a t  now we have people from o t h e r  u n i t s  wi th  
us.  

Q Were any of  t h e  men who a r e  now out  of t h e  s e r v i c e  
p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s  of yours? 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  know any of them. I d o n ' t  know 
where t h e y ' r e  a t .  

Q - You haven ' t  kep t  i n  touch with anybody? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q - Can you remember what ci t ies any of  t h e m  l i v e d  i n  
a t  least a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. W e  had a S p e c i a l i s t  Fourth  Class  BESS who was 
from Washington D.C. H e ' s  probably t h e  c l o s e s t  one around. 
hat's why I mentioned him because I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  h i s  address  
but I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q - Any of  t h e  o t h e r  boys from S t .  Louis i n  your o u t f i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h e  document, Headquarters 
Department of t h e  Army, Off ice  of t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General ,  s u b j e c t :  
"Request f o r  Ass i s t ance , "  1 3  August 1968, t o  Commanding General ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, Vietnam, A t t e n t i o n :  I n s p e c t o r  General ,  
wi th  t h e  second indorsement,  a l e t t e r  from John EBINGER, Jr. ,  
a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: The l e t t e r  a s  desc r ibed  i s  rece ived  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
evidence as  E x h i b i t  M-45. 

* COL WILSON:  Sergeant  VANN, do you have any f u r t h e r  test imony 
t h a t  might assist us i n  t h i s  ma t t e r?  Any f u r t h e r  s ta tements?  

A. No, s ir ,  I have none. 

Q Do you know i f  i n  B Company t h e r e  was any problem 
of marijuana i n  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  unders tand t o o  
much about mari juana and t h e  s t u f f  they  c a l l  p o t .  Is t h a t  t h e  
same th ing .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. There was rumors around t h e  base  t h a t  k i d s  was 
smoking i t ,  b u t  I never seen anybody. 

Q. Did you eve r  see anybody on an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
appeared t o  be under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of any type  drug? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q - . How about around t h e  f i r e  bases? 

A, No, sir. I guess i t ' s  kind of hard t o  t e l l .  M o s t  
of t h e  t ime on f i r e  bases  we  had access t o  beer .  I don ' t  know 
i f  they w e r e  keyed up on t h e  bee r  o r  anything else. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  VANN, i f  you do come ac ross  any docu- 
ment, evidence,  any notebooks o r  photographs o r  anything . l i k e  
t h i s  which may a s s i s t  General PEERS- i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I 
would a p p r e c i a t e  your g e t t i n g  a hold of us  on t h e  te lephone 
and w e ' l l  make arrangements t o  g e t  them. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I want t o  inform you t h a t  you a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  
d iscuss  t h i s  testimony wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I n  add i t ion ,  
you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e ' o r d e r  i s s u e d  by 
the m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  your appearance he re  i n  no way changes 
the  a p p l i c i b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  This is no t  
a p p l i c i b l e  t o  you and I doubt i f  it w i i l  be. And f u r t h e r ,  I ' m  
saying you a r e  ordered no t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  anybody except  
as  you may be c a l l e d  upon by another  board, a cour t -mar t i a l  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. Do you have any ques t ions  on t h i s ?  

A .  No, sir.. 

Q. The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1525 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ALAUX, Roger L . ,  Jr. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIIJIONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: At tached t o  C/1/20 
as A r t i l l e r y  Forward Observer.  

PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE .RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

a .  T r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii. 

ALAUX was w i t h  t h e  1/20 approximately  a  month 
and a h a l f  b e f o r e  it deployed t o  Vietnam (pg. 5 8 ) .  While 
he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  u n i t  t r a i n i n g ,  he was 
n o t  p r e s e n t  f o r  any of t h e  c lassroom t r a i n i n g  (pg.  5 9 ) .  
Thus, he d i d  n o t  observe any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
engagement, t h e  Geneva Convent ions ,  o r - t h e  hand l ing  of  
d e t a i n e e s  o r  PW's w i th  t h e  1 / 2 0  i n  Hawaii. 

b. Incount ry  t r a i n i n g .  

The in-country  t r a i n i n g  l a s t e d  a lmos t  t h e  f i r s t  
month t h e  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  t h e r e  (pg.  59 )  . ALAUX c o u l d - n o t  
r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions or t h e  
Rules of  Land Warfare (pg.  6 0 ) .  He had n o t  seen  a copy 
o f  t h e  "Nine Rules" c a r d ,  t h e  "Enemy i n  Your Hands" c a r d ,  
o r  t h e  "Guide f o r  Commanders" c a r d  (pgs .  60,  6 1 ) .  H e  d i d  
have a Geneva Conventions ca rd  which w a s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  (pg. 6 1 )  . 
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2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Tne e f f e c t  of  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t  on t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  

MEDINA's  company b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 5 t h  fol lowed 
a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  CALLEY's RTO who had been k i l l e d  i n  a 
minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 46, 47) . 100 m e t e r s  a f t e r  making 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  c i v i l i a n s , t h e  company had walked i n t o  a f r e s h l y  
p l a n t e d  m i n e f i e l d  and l o s t  25 t o  30 people  (pgs.  7, 12 ,  4 5 ) .  
The men f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  noncombatants had known about  t h e  
mine f i e ld  (pgs. 12 ,  43) . Thus, i n  t h e  company 's v i e w  
they  w e r e  as g u i l t y  a s  t h e  VC who had l a i d  it (pg . .  1 2 ) .  
Thus, M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  w a s  i n  p a r t  a pep t a l k  t o  raise 
morale (pgs.  7,  14 ) . 

b . - Conten ts  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

(1) What was a c t u a l l y  s a i d .  

P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e r e ,  L i e u t e n a n t s  
CALLEY, BROOKS and LACROSS (pg. 47) . The company was g iven  
t h e  fo l lowing  in format ion  by MEDINA: (1) t h a t  t h e  48th 
Main Force VC B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  5 )  ; ( 2 )  t h a t  
t h e  My L a i  v i l l a g e s  had been evacuated by ARVN t r o o p s  once 
o r  twice  i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  (pg. 5 )  ; ( 3 )  t h a t  people  
had been moved o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  because it was VC c o n t r o l l e d  
(pgs .  5 ,  8) ; ( 4 )  t h a t  t h o s e  who remained i n  t h e  a r e a  would 
be  VC; ( 5 )  t h a t  a l l  women and c h i l d r e n  would be  o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 8 )  ; ( 6 )  t h a t  any l i v e s t o c k  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
was t o  be s l a u g h t e r e d  (pg.  11); ( 7 )  t h a t  anyone evading 
was t o  be cons idered  VC (pg.  11); and ( 8 )  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  w a s  t o  be burned (pg.  11). ALAUX f e i t  t h a t  t h i s  
o r d e r  inc luded  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  w e l l s  s i n c e  they  
were a s  much a  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and t h e  
hootches (pg.  11). MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be t h e  
h e a v i e s t  c o n t a c t  t h a t  C Company had e v e r  had (pg. 51) . 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  would d e f i n i t e l y  c a t c h  
t h e  VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  (pg.  5 1 ) .  ALAUX thought  t h a t  
t h e  men were t o l d  t o  c l o s e  a g g r e s s i v e l y  w i th  t h e  enemy t o  
prevent  t h e  l o s s  of VC weapons (pg.  4 7 ) .  

( 2 )  ALAUX's impress ions  of what was s a i d .  

A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  ALAUX expec ted  heavy 
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  VC Main Force i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  13)  . 
The i d e a  MEDINA conveyed was t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be  
heav i ly  f o r t i f i e d  by t h e  VC. Everyone was t o  be extremely 
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c a r e f u l  and ma in t a in  t i g h t  s e c u r i t y  a t  a l l  t imes  (pgs .  10 ,  
1 3 ) .  MEDINA c r e a t e d  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a f t e r  p rev ious  .-' 

c a s u a l t i e s  and s e v e r a l  f u s t r a t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  C Company had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " g e t  ho ld"  of  t h e  enemy and t o  " g e t  even" 
f o r  some o f  i t s  prev ious  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  However, ALAUX 
d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  MEDINA meant f o r  t h e  company t o  g e t  
revenge (pg. 13, ) .  ALAUX rece ived  t h e  impress ion  from t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  sLnce t h e r e  would be  no one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
expec t  f o r  VC o r  VC sympathizers  (pgs .  8 ,  1 2 ) ,  t h e  
company was t o  k i l l  everyone it found t h e r e  (pg.  8 ) .  ALAUX 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  such a s  
young boys and o l d  men who would appear  t o  be i nnocen t  
c i v i l i a n s  t o  an o u t s i d e r  (pg. 8 ) .  ALAUX assumed, from what 
w a s  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e s t r o y  My La i  had 
been g iven  by t h e  ARVN's  because it had been a t h o r n  i n  
t h e i r  s i d e  f o r  15 y e a r s  (pgs .  6 ,  1 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  
an impress ion t h a t  t h e r e  had e i t h e r  been a l e a f l e t  drop o r  a 
b roadcas t  warning t h e  people  of t h e  v i l l a g e  about  t h e  
impending o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 48) . 

c. The a r t i l l e r y  prep .  

ALAUX d i d  n o t i e a r n v h e r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  was 
t o  be @aced through a r t i l l e r y  channels, because t h i s  was 
handled by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  Normally, an FO 
had no knowledge of  where t h e  prep  w a s  t o  go (pg. 17 )  . 
From the b r i e f i n g ,  however, ALAUX was aware t h a t  t h e  prep  
would be  i n  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 8 ) .  ALAUX 
had no i d e a  t h a t  t h e  p rep  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  would be p l aced  
upon t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 9 ) .  There w a s  no s p e c i f i c  d i s -  
cus s ion  between MEDINA and ALAUX r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  placement 
o f  t h e  prep  because ALAUX w a s  n o t  aware t h a t  t h e  p rep  w a s  
a c t u a l l y  going on t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 0 ) .  

d.  Lack of  a  b r i e f i n g  o f  key personne l .  

ALAUX d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a meeting o f  t h e  key 
personne l  of  t h e  company be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  4 ,  53) . I f  t h e r e  was such a  meet ing,  
ALAUX d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  it (pg. 5)  . 
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3. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a. D i r e c t i o n  of a r t i l l e r y  and g u n f i r e  p rep .  

(1) A r t i l l e r y  prep .  

Although ALAUX could  n o t  s ay  f o r  s u r e  how 
many rounds f e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 19)  he  thought  
t h e r e  w e r e  many (pgs .  18 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  had a p i c t u r e  showing 
a r t i l l e r y  smoke r i s i n g  through t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  knew t h e  smoke was from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  

because it r o s e  h igh  i n  t h e  a i r  (pg. 5 4 ) .  I f  it had 
been r o c k e t  f i r e ,  t h e  smoke would have s t a y e d  q u i t e  low 
(pg. 5 4 ) .  The a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  

w a s  probably HE because if i t  had been WP t h e r e  would 
have been a number o f  f i r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 5 4 ) .  Normally, 
p reps  are r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  LZ a r e a  a lone  (pg. 19)  , However, 
ALAUX observed an  l and ing  t h a t  t h e r e  had n o t  been a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  on t h e  LZ because he d i d  n o t  
n o t i c e  many c r a t e r s  (pg.  1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know t h e  
number of  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  because he  d id  
n o t  examine t h e  20 t o  24 bodies  t h a t  he saw (pg. 2 0 ) .  

(2)  Gunship prep.  

prox t he  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  t roops  went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  w a s  c o n t i n u a l  f i r e  by t h e  gunships  (pg. 3 3 ) .  
He passed one i n d i v i d u a l  who had obviously  been h i t  by 
gunship f i r e  (pg.  33) , and saw t h e  gunships  f i r i n g  i n t o  
t ~ e e sabove t h e  hootches  (pg.  33.) (See a l s o  pg. 32) . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  rounds impact (pg.  5 4 ) .  
However, he had t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  gunships  f i r e d  
miniguns and r o c k e t s  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a long  t h e  t r a i l  
l e ad ing  i n t o  it (pg. 5 4 )  . 

b.  ALAUX's a c t i o n s  and obse rva t ions  du r ing  t h e  
a s s a u l t .  

H i s  a c t i o n s .  

ALAUX s t ayed  wi th  t h e  c o r m a ~ dgroup outs id-e  
t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two hours of t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg.22) .  
He then  moved wi th  i t  down a major t r a i l  toward t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  Somewhat l a t e r ,  t h e  group moved t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  and t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  o r d e r  was g iven  (pg. 35) . 
There w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  going on du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  (pg. 3 5 ) ,  b u t  he was n o t  c a l l e d  
upon f o r  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  (pg.  36) . 
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( 2 )  H i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  

ALAUX d i d  n o t  s e e  any k i l l i n g s  t a k e  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  However, he d i d  see 
25 t o  2 8  bod ie s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 25; . 
Included i n  t h i s  group were one sma l l  c h i l d ,  a number o f  
women and q u i t e  a few men (pg. 25) . H e  s a w  about  1 2  people  
a long  a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  from the sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  who 
appeared t o  have been s h o t  by sma l l  arms f i r e  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

c. MEDINA's shoot ing  o f  t h e  woman. 

Within  two hours  a f t e r  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  
a s s a u l t ( p g .  3 2 ) ,  t h e  command group r ece ived  a t r ansmis s ion  
from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  a Vietnamese woman w i t h  a 
weapon had been observed evading U.S. f o r c e s  (pg. 3 0 ) .  
ALAUX d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  h e a r  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  (pg. 3 1 ) .  
The p i l o t  gave t h e  command group a l o c a t i o n  and i t  went o u t  
t o  see i f  it could  p ick  h e r  up (pg. 3 0 ) .  I t  reached 
t h e  woman, t h e r e  w a s  a movement, and MEDINA k i l l e d  h e r  
from a range o f  about  4 t o  5 meters  (pg.  3 1 ) .  ALAUX 
thought  t h a t  MEDINA1s k i l l i n g  o f  t h i s  woman was a n a t u r a l  
r e a c t i o n  (pg. 3 2 )  . H e  would have done t h e  same t h i n g  
i f  he  had been a l i t t l e  f a s t c r  (pg. 3 2 ) .  

d .  ALAUX's r e a c t i o n  t o  what he had wi tnessed .  

A f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped ,  ALAUX was shocked 
(pg. 3 7 )  . He s a w  bodies  beneath  burn ing  hootches  (pg. 37) . 
The v i l l a g e  had been des t royed  (pg.  3 7 ) .  He had t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  something on t h e  s c a l e  of  a massacre had 
taken  p l a c e  because he w a s  n o t  used t o  s e e i n g  sma l l  
c h i l d r e n  and women k i l l e d  on a l a r g e  s c a l e  (pg.  3 7 ) .  
The e n t i r e  company was depressed  f o r  about  iwo weeks 
(pg. 3 7 ) .  Many of t h e  men had doubts  i n  t h e i r  minds 
a s  t o  what had a c t u a l l y  gone on because ,  "wi thout  a 
doubt"  t h e r e  had been c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  3 7 ) .  

e .  K i l l i n g  of VC s u s p e c t s  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

A f t e r  l eav ing  My L a i ,  C Company headed i n  a sou th-
east d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  China Sea. I t  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  
wi.th Bravo Company t o  t h e  east o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  n e a r  a grave-
ya rd  (pg. 2 8 ) .  The Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were accompanying 
t h e  company a t  t h i s  t ime and were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  
(pg. 28) . Capta in  KOTOUC was wi th  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  (pg. 28) . 
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6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. ALAUX's assessment o f  MEDINA. 

MEDINA impressed ALAUX a s  t h e  most a b l e  company 
commander i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 26j and ALAUX had a great  
d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  him (pq. 2 6 ) .  MEDINA u s u a l l y  mainta ined 
very t i g h t  c o n t r o l  over  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  (pg.  2 7 ) .  On 
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n ,  MEDINA d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  have v i s u a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i s  company, b u t  he  d i d  main ta in  good r a d i o  
c o n t r o l  over  t h e  group (pg. 2 7 ) .  ALAUX s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  he was n o t  w i t h i n  hea r ing  range o f  MEDINA's r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  H e  was approximately  10 t o  15 meters  away 
from MEDINA (pg. 23) . 

ALAUX's assessment  o f  CALLEY. 

ALAUX b e l i e v e d  t h a t  CALLEY was a ve ry  consc i en t ious  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  (pg. 5 6 ) .  H e  had a g r z a t  d e a l  o f  compassion 
f o r  h i s  people  and looked o u t  f o r  them (pg.  5 6 ) .  CALLEY 
w a s  c l o s e  t o  h i s  men. I n  f a c t ,  he was on a f i r s t  name 
b a s i s  w i th  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of them and he appeared t o  be more 
l i k e  one o f  t h e  "gang" than  t h e  person  i n  charge  (pg. 5 6 ) .  
H e  was a "n i ce  guy" a s  opposed t o  be ing  a f o r c e f u l  t ype  
l e a d e r  (pg.  5 6 ) .  iiis a u t h o r i t y  cou l6  have been ezeroached 
upon wi thou t  t o o  much t r o u b l e  (pg.  5 7 ) .  He u s u a l l y  
c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  miss ion  b u t  he  could have used more 
i n i t i a t i v e  (pg. 5 7 ) .  ALAUX had no p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
CALLEY dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a l though  he might have seen  
him once (pgs .  26, 5 8 ) .  

c. ALAUX's assessment  of  t h e  body count .  

On s e e i n g  t h e  body count  i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ,  
ALAUX f e l t  t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  sma l l  c h i l d r e n  were undoubtedly 
p a r t  of  it (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  count  came t o  
MEDINA from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
think MEDINA a c t u a l l y  walked through t h e  v i l l a g e  and took 
a body count  himself  (pg. 3 4 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  a t  l e a s t  128 
VC were k i l l e d  (pg.  3 4 )  . 

d. Use of mari juana.  

ALAUX was n o t  aware t h a t  mar i juana  had any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 5 ) .  He knew 
t h a t  mar i juana  was used i n  Vietnam b u t  t hough t  t h a t  t h o s e  
i n  C Company r e s p e c t e d  t h e  unspoken SOP which was t o  sn-.oke 
mar i juana  on ly  i n  t h e  base  camp. (pg.  45) . 
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e. Impression of t h e  campany af ter  My Lai.  

H i s  o v e r a l l  impression a f t e r  t h e  My Lai 
opera t ion ,  w a s  t h a t  t h e  men w e r e  subdued (pg. 55) . It  w a s  
j u s t  something they would r a t h e r  no t  t a l k  about (pg. 55) .  

f .  ALAuX's r e l a t i o n s h i p '  with Captain VAZQUEZ, t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  d t t l c e r .  

ALAUX f e l t  that-VAZQUEZ d i d  n o t  keep him informed 
about opera t ions  going on i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 50) . ALAUX 
was n o t  read i n t o  a r t i l l e r y  p lans  of t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  
by VAZQUEZ (pgs. 5 0 ,  51) . 

g. Rumors about k i l l i n g s  i n  Cu Lay. 

ALAUX never heard a rumor about 9 0  people being 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hamlet of C u  Lay ( 2 )  about t h e  same t i m e  
a s  t h e  k i l l i n g s  a t  My L a i  (pg . 30) . 
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' EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

1 H i t  d i d  n o t  have 1 
CV Card "Nine Rules1' 	 k h i s  c a r d  b u t  d i d  I 

/have Geneva Con- 
ven t ion  c a r d  which 1 

. was l i k e  it. H e  . I  
I bad  seen  c a r d  be- I 

l fore.  . 

1 160,61 
IMAcv Card - W i t  s een  1"Enemy i n  had n o t  
Your Hands" be fo re .  61 
MACV Card "Guide f o r  W i t  had n o t  seen  
Commanders" be fo re .  6 1  

W i t  drew i n  
A e r i a l  Photo o f  My Lai  l l o c a t i o n  o f  LZ on . 

lphoto w i t h  #l.W i t  
drew i n  l o c a t i o n  
o f  l a r g e  number o t  
c r a t e r s  w i t h  # 2 .  18.19 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P- 3 Miscel laneous Scenes some pe r sons  i n  
t h r u  t h e  photos .  
-	 I 1 62,63 

t w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  I 
- Miscel laneous Scenes 'some persons  i n  

t h r u  -
I 	

t h e  photos .  
1 63.64 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
P- 8 Miscel laneous Scenes some pe r sons  i n  
t h r u  t h e  photos .  
P-1 2  64-67 

! W i t  cou ld  n o t  
P-16 ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t -

i f y  s cenes  o t  My 
Lai..  68 
W i t  i d e n t l t l e d  

I 
P-17 ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene some pe r sons  i n  

photo.  H e  s t a t e d  

---t h a t  he  cou ld  68 
l o c a t e  t h e  s cene  on 
an aer ia l  photo 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' 
1 


P-18 

P-23 
and., 

P-25 

P-26 

P-2 

P-28 

-P-29 

P-33 

P-36 

P-38 

P-41 

P-60 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

M & ~ l l - l l s  spew 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

~ i s c e i l a n e o u s  Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

NOTES - PAGES 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
some persons  i n  
t h e  photo. 

67,69 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
some persons  i n  
t h e  photo. 

69,70 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
seene as LZ D o t t i e .  70,71 
W i t  could  n o t  
i d e n t i f y  scene.  71 
W i t  cou ld  n o t  
recoqnize  photo.  . 71 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
s i m i l i a r  t o  LZ 
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

71 
W i t  thought  scene  
s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t  
i n  P-16. 

71 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
some persons  i n  
photo.  

71 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
main t r a i l  i n t o  
My Lai .  

72 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  l e f t  t u r n  on 
which he came i n -
t o  My Lai .  72 
W i t  d i d  n o t  
recoqnize  scene .  7 3  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

7 7 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-66 MiscellaneousP-66 Miscellaneous ScenesS some persons i n  
andand t h e  photos.photos.( t h e
P-67 73,74 

wit i d e n t i t i e d  
P-123P-123 Mlscellaneo 74--Miscellaneous Scene 	 scene a s  LZ Dot t i e .  . 

W i t  f e l tW i t  t h i sf e l t  t h i s  
scene wasscene samewas same 
a s  P-123.a s  P-123. 

I . 	 -14 
t .  

I 	 t w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  I 

Isome Persons in

1 photo. 


75 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as  


ce l laneous  Scene n i q h t  l a a q e r  


!
p o s i t i o n .  

1 75 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d- Miscellaneous Scene 	 photo a s  M y  La i  ( 4 )  . . 

Marked var ious  

p o s i t i o n s  on photo. 

Photo . en te red  i n t o  

evidence.  76-83 


I 	 I I 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ALAUX, Roger L . ,  Jr. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: i O  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNlr'lENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Attached t o  C/1/20 
as A r t i l l e r y  Forward Observer. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE WLES OF LAND WARFARE. 

While i n  OCS t h e  wi tness  rece ived  poss ib ly  a one 
hour block of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  safeguarding o f  
noncombatants and t h e  Rules of Land Warfare (pgs.  110, 
111). H e  rece ived  no such t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  br igade  o r  
through a r t i l l e r y  channels (pg. 116). The ~ n i yp r i n t e d  
mat ter  he recei.ved regarding t h e  handl ing of PW's and non- 
combatants was a Geneva conventions Card (pgs.  110, 111)e 


H e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  had he c l a s s i f i e d  what occurred a t  
My La i  as an a t r o c i t y  he would have had t o  r e p o r t  it 
(pg. 1 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  ca tegor ize  what he wi tnessed  a s  an 
a t r o c i t y  because he thought t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  he saw 
dead had been e i t h e r  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  o r  s h o t  a t tempting 
t o  evade (pg. 110) .  H e  was n o t  s u r e  how they were k i l l e d  
(pg. 1 1 0 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

' a .  MEDINA'S b r i e f i n g .  

The genera l  impression was t h a t  t h e  a r e a  would be 
c l ea red  of noncombatants a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  opera t ion  
(pg. 116) .  While t h e  wi tness  could n o t  say t h a t  MEDINA 
t o l d  t h e  men t o  k i l l  everyone, t h e r e  was no doubt i n  h i s  
mind t h a t  any human being i n  t h e  a r e a  was f a i r  game (pg. 1 1 6 ) .  
A l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  was t o  be k i l l e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  
be burned (pg. 116) .  
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b. P lanning  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  prep.  

ALAUX had no th ing  t o  do with t h e  p l ann ing  o r  f i r i n g  
o f  the a r t i l le ry  p rep  (pg. 85) . This  w a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of  the a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  f o r  Task Force  Barker 
(pg. 8 5 ) .  A l l  ALAUX d i d  w a s  p l a n  t h e  t a r g e t  g r i d s  i n  case 
o f  any a c t i o n  from t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

The a r t i l l e r y  prep.  

(1) Loca t ion  o f  t h e  prep.  

The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  100 rounds w e r e  f i r e d  
i n  t h e  art i l lery p r e p  which l a s t e d  from between s i x  t o  t e n  
minutes (pg. 92) . ALAUX s t a t e d  t h a t  he g o t  t h i s  f i g u r e  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  h e  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  I n q u i r y  (pg. 92) . H e  d i d  n o t  
know t h e  e x a c t  g r i d  o f  t h e  p rep ,  b u t  a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e r e  
t h a t  a number o f  rounds f e l l  on t h e  hamlet  i t s e l f  o r  i n  
c l o s e  prox imi ty  t o  it (pg. 86) . 

Body count  from a r t i l l e r y .  

ALAUX could  n o t  r e c a l l  r a d i o i n g  back an 
a r t i l l e r y  body ccun t  cf 59 2c2 he 2id not  in f a c t  i d e n t i f y  
anyone a s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs.  86 ,  87, 88) . T h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  belonged t o  t h e  ground commander (pgs. 86 ,  
8 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i sc repancy  between 
t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g ,  which s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 69 
VC K I A ,  c ~ o r d i n a t e s ~ a n da t  one se t  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade l o g ,  
which s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 69 VC K I A  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
a t  a d i f f e r e n t  set o f  coo rd ina t e s  (pg. 8 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
surmised t h a t  any r e q u e s t s  f o r  body counts  came---ever t h e  
company commanders n e t  which he was n o t  moni tor ing  (pg. 9 0 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  no conve r sa t ion  wi th  GAMBLE o r  anyone e l s e  about  
69 people  be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs.  9 0 ,  91, 93) . While 
he suspec t ed  t h a t  t h e  body count  of  6 9  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
v a l i d ,  he  accep ted  it because t h e r e  w a s  no way f o r  him t o  
make a body count  (pg. 9 2 ) .  S ince  he had n o t  surveyed t h e  
e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  he  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  69 people  had n o t  been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs .  91, 9 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  
no t r ansmis s ion  by Colonel  LUPER t h a t  day o r  from h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs . 101,  102 1 . H e  
l ea rned  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  body count f i r s t  by word o f  mouth 
and then  i n  t h e  newspaper (pgs .  95, 1 0 1 ) .  He knew he was 
n o t  involved  i n  making a body count r e p o r t  t h a t  day because 
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had he known k w o u l d  have r e c a l l e d  t h e  numbers going over  
t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 9 5 ) .  No a r t i l l e r y  support  was f i r e d  f o r  
C Company on t h e  16 th  (pg. 9 6)  . 

b. Actions of  t h e  command group. 

(1) I n i t i a l  movement. 

Af te r  landing ,  t h e  command group s e t  up a 
temporary CP a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  western edge where they 
remained f o r  a t  l e a s t  an hour o r  poss ib ly  two (pg. 1 1 6 )  . 
The wi tness  marked t h i s  p o s i t i o n  with a "1" on Exhibi t  
P-222 (pg. 134) .  He heard M-16  f i r e  t h a t  morning, b u t  he 
d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e r e  were any incoming rounds (pg. 103) .  
While a t  th . i s  p o s i t i o n  an ammo box was found and checked 
o u t  (pgs. 117, 1 2 1 ) .  ALAUX saw no bodies on t h e  LZ (pg.125). 

Interview of  t h e  o l d  man. 

The wi tness  was informed t h a t  it was during 
t h i s  same time frame t h a t  Sergeant PHU interviewed an 
o l d  man who s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 30 t o  4 0  VC i n  t h e  
:v i l l age  t h e  evening be fo re ,  bu t  they had l e f t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning (pgs. 117,120).  While ALAUX d id  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  he d i d  r e c a l i  keceiviny i r~forinat ion t h a t  a  
platoon of VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  1 0  t o  15 minutes before  
t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 117) .  He placed t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  
information a s  occurr ing  a f t e r  they had moved i n t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg, 1 1 7 ) .  He o r i g i n a l l y  a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  o l d  man shown i n  Exhibi t  P-67 was t h e  person whom 
he saw i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 1 8 ) .  On being 
shown t h e  o l d  man p i c t u r e d  i n  Exh ib i t  P-22 ALAUX i d e n t i f i e d  
him as t h e  o l d  man i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and ALAUX then concluded t h a t  t h e  o l d  man shown 
i n  P-67 was t h e  man from whom t h e  information came (pg.120). 
He could n o t ,  however, p inpoin t  t h e  p lace  where t h i s  
information was received (pg. 120) . 

(3)  MEDINA d ispa tches  a squad t o  pick up weapons, 

The wi tness  overheard a  t ransmiss ion  from a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t o  MEDINA t e l l i n g  MEDINA t h a t  h i s  gunships had 
k i l l e d  some VC and t h a t  he wanted MEDINA t o  have someone 
p o l i c e  up t h e  weapons (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  MEDINA dispatched a  squad 
from t h e  t h i r d  platoon t o  t h e  south which re jo ined  t h e  command 
group somewhat l a t e r  (pg. 122) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
between t h e  t ime the squad was dispatched and t h e  time it 
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r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  command group t r a v e l l e d  s o u t h  a long  t h e  wes te rn  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  e a s t  a long t h e  east-west t r a i l  
on i t s  sou the rn  edge  (pg. 1231. ALAUX b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t hey  
e n t e r e d  -bhe v i l l a g e  w h i l e  moving a long t h i s  eas t -wes t  
t r a i l  (pb,. 1 2 4 ) .  Tne t h i r d  p l a toon  had e n t e r e d  My L a i  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  (pg. 136) . While i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e  
thought  h e  saw s o m e  bod ie s  which MEDINA l o g i c a l l y  would have 
had t o  see as w e l l  (pgs. 125,  236) .  One of  t h e s e  bod ie s  w a s  
t h a t  o f  a c h i l d  (pg. 1 2 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  a l lowed,  however, 
t h a t  h e  might have seen  t h i s  body l a t e r  (pg. 1 2 5 ) .  

( 4 )  MEDINA shoo t s  a woman. 

A s  t h e y  w e r e  moving a long  t h e  eas t -wes t  t r a i l  
ALAUX overheard a t r ansmis s ion  from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t o  
MEDINA t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC w i t h  a weapon i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  
southwest ,  and t h e  p i l o t  r eques t ed  MEDINA t o  have someone 
check it o u t  (pgs .  102 ,  124,  126,  127,  135) . This  r e p o r t  
was r ece ived  a t  t h e  t r a i l  j unc t ion  a f t e r  theyhad moved 
a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  e a s t  (pg. 1 3 6 ) .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  p i l o t  
was dropping smoke t o  mark bodies  (pg.  1 0 1 ) .  There had 
been a squad o f  t r o o p s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c e i p t  
o f  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
them t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  command group headed sou thwes t  
toward t h e  a r e a  (pgs .  126,  1 2 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  marked t h e  
p l a c e  where they  e x i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  x i t h  a "2" oii ~ x h i b i t  
P-222 (pgs.  139,  143)  . En r o u t e  he  saw t h e  body o f  a man, 
most of whose head was mi s s ing ,  who appeared t o  have been 
k i l l e d  by gunsh ips  (pg. 1 2 7 ) .  He marked t h i s  p o i n t  w i t h  
a "3" on E x h i b i t  P-222 (pgs .  137,  1 4 3 ) .  When he  f i r s t  
appeared b e f o r e  t h e  I n q u i r y ,  ALAUX b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  woman 
had i n i t i a l l y  been s h o t  by t h e  gunship (pg. 9 8 ) .  A t  h i s  
second appearance,  however, he f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
Vietnamese who appeared t o  be  t r y i n g  t o  evade 1 0 0  t o  125 
meters  d i s t a n t  who w a s  s h o t  by someone t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
command group (pgs .  1 0 0 ,  127,  1 2 8 ) .  He assumed t h e  person  
s h o t  was t h e  same woman k i l l e d  by MEDINA (pg. 1 2 8 ) .  This  
was the only  t ime t h e  w i tnes s  saw MEDINA f i r e  (pg. 98) . 
MEDINA s h o t  t h e  woman i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  a r i c e  paddy d i k e  
(pg. 1 3 7 ) .  ALAUX marked t h i s  s p o t  wi th  a "4" on ~ x h i b i t  
P-222 (pgs ,  1 3 7 ,  1 4 3 1 ,  Rt t h i s  point. t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  
were dropping smoke 300 t o  500 meters  away (pg. 1 2 9 ) .  At 
t h e  time of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  command 
group w a s  t h e  smoke (pg. 129 ) . 
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(5) CARTER1s medevac . 
A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h e y  checked o u t  s e v e r a l  

o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  sou th  and s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  woman's 
body u n t i l  t h e y  r ece ived  word that  CARTER w a s  wounded. 
A t  t h i s  time t h e y  headed back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  ipgs.  129,  
131,  132,  1 3 8 ) .  They d i d  n o t  f i n d  any web g e a r  wh i l e  
s e a r c h i n g  (pg. 1 2 4 ) .  They moved back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a 
n o r t h  o r  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  du r ing  which t ime he s a w  
no o t h e r  b o d i e s  (pgs.  130,  1 3 3 ) .  H e  marked t h e  p l a c e  
where they  r e e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  a "5" on E x h i b i t  
P-222 (pg. 1 3 9 ) .  While he  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  a c t u a l  
medevac, h e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  t h e  body o f  a c h i l d  somewhere 
w e s t  o f  t h e  main i n t e r s e c t i o n  (pg. 1 3 2 ) .  H e  marked t h i s  
w i t h  a "6" on E x h i b i t  P-222 (pgs .  140,  1 4 3 ) .  A l l  he  could 
r e c a l l  about  CARTER'S medevac was t h a t  CARTER was t r e a t e d  
somewhere 10 t o  20 meters n o r t h  o f  t h e  main eas t -wes t  t r a i l  
running a long  t h e  sou the rn  boundary o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs .  1 4 0 ,  1 4 3 ) .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  he  saw a group o f  17 t o  18  
bodies  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t r a i l  (pgs .  1 0 4 ,  1 4 3 ) .  H e  marked t h e  
p l a c e  o f  CARTER'S evacua t ion  and h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
bodies  w i t h  a "7"  on E x h i b i t  P-222 (pgs.  1 4 0 ,  1 4 3 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  s e e  any bod ie s  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h a t  p o i n t  (pg. 1 4 3 ) .  

( 6 )  F??DLNA's  meeting. 

MEDINA h e l d  a meeting o f  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
a f t e r  t hey  had reached a p o i n t  100 meters  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs. 133 ,  1 3 4 ) .  ALAUX f i x e d  t h e  meeting a t  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  because he  r e l a t e d  s e e i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t r e e  l i n e  
w i t h  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  meeting (pg. 1 3 4 ) .  The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
o f  t h e  o l d  man p i c t u r e d  i n  E x h i b i t  P-22 a l s o  took  p l a c e  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  (pg. 1 4 1 ) .  ALAUX marked t h i s  s p o t  w i t h  an "8" (pg. 143) . 

(7 )  Bodies observed.  

The w i t n e s s  s a w  t h e  bod ie s  o f  a s m a l l  c h i l d ,  
a man i n  a hootch ,  and several  o t h e r  bod ie s  i n  hootches  
(pgs. 1 0 4 ,  1 4 4 )  . These bodies  were s c a t t e r e d  between pain:-.s 
"6" and "8" (pg. 1 4 4 ) .  The t o t a l  number o f  bodies  he s a w  
t h a t  day w a s  between 60 and 70 (pg. 144) . 

Radio t r ansmis s ions  overheard  by t h e  w i t n e s s .  

Although h e  was w i t h  t h e  command group,  he 
d i d  n o t  h e a r  t r ansmis s ions  coming o v e r  MEDINA's r a d i o  
because h e  was p r i m a r i l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  problem of  
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5. . OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Movement of JOHNSON and M I N H .  

While he  r e c a l l e d  JOHNSON help ing  with t h e  ammo 
box i n c i d e n t ,  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  JOHNSON and M I N H  moving 
with t h e  command group a f t e r  t h a t  (pg. 104) .  

b. Whereabouts of BARKER and HENDERSON. 

The wi tness  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  overhead, nor d i d  he remember BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  making any low passes  over  t h e  a rea  (pg. 9 3 ) .  
H e  thought he saw Colonel HENDERSON'S h e l i c o p t e r  sometime 
after t h e  opera t ion  began, bu t  d i d  n o t  see it make any low 
passes  (pgs. 9 3 ,  9 4 )  . 

c. Whereabouts of  KERN. 

While ALAUX was i n  Task Force Barker KERN normally 
t r a v e l l e d  wi th  him (pgs.  9 6 ,  9 7 )  . I f  KERN remained with 
t h e  command group he would have seen t h e  same bodies  -
ALAUX saw (pg. 9 7 ) .  ALAUX d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  KERN remained 
with t h e  command group on t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 9 7 ) .  

d .  Miscellaneous.  

The  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  he t r a c e d  on 
t h e  map t h e  f i r s t  time he was before  t h e  Inquiry was 
i n c o r r e c t  because he was t i r e d  (pg. 98) . 
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EXHIBITS 

Miscel laneous Scene lwho w a s  in te r roga te l l  
t in  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  I 

DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

87 

- 87,88 

1 1 t h  In£  Bde "Tr iden t"  hi t  had n o t  s een  

the v i l l a g e .  
W i t  b e l i e v e d  

d t d  22  M a r  6 8  
~ n i e r i c a lN e w s  S h e e t  
d t d  1 7  M a r  68 

120 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Se fo re .  
W i t  had n o t  s e e n  
be£o r e .  
P i c t u r e  o f  old man 

p i c t u r e s  w a s  t aken  
i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
W i t  saw o l d  man 

120 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

P-1 as anno ta t ed  by t h e  
w i t n e s s  

and c h i l d r e n  i n  
b u t  d i d  n o t  recall 

4-Plade where 
in c l  d e n t  between 
MEDINA and woman 

(ALAUX ) 

v i l i a g e  

see ing  them on t h e  
wes te rn  edge o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
1-Place where  CP 
was s e t  up. 
2-Place trom w h l c h  
command group de-
p a r t e d  t o  g e t  VC 
suspec t .  P o i n t  
where they e x l t e d  
v i l l a g e  a long  
sou tnern  eage.  

3-Place where wit 
saw body o f  man 
between p o l n t s  L 

land 4 .  1 
-

occur red .  
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117,118 

134 

134 

137 

138,139 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

P-222 

DESCRIPTION 
P-1 as anno ta t ed  by ' t h e  
w i t n e s s .  

NOTZS 
'5-point where they  
a r r i v e d  a t  sou the rn  
edge of  v i l l a g e .  

6 -P lace  where he 
observed body of  a 
boy. 

7-Place from which 
CARTE8 w a s  medevac'd 

PAGES 

1 4 0  

1 4 0  

1 4 1  
8-Place where . 

E x h i b i t  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  evidence.  

l e a d e r s  meeting.  

, I 145. 

SUM PP TG68A-
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. , .  . . .  ... 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0946 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  wi -11  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Roger L.  ALAUX. 

(MR ALAUX was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

RCDR: S t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence  
f o r  t h e  record .  

A. My name i s  Roger L .  ALAUX Jr. My res idence  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  416 W e s t  Parkway Blvd., Tempe, Arizona. 
I'm a fu l l - t ime  s t u d e n t ,  and I a l s o  work f u l l - t i m e .  

MR WEST: M r .  ALAUX, be fo re  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ion ing ,  
I would l i k e  t o  adv i se  you of t h e  n a t u r e  and scope of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  inqu i ry .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
the Secre ta ry  c f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of Staff f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  chain  of 
command i n t o  what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  o r  
fu rn i sh  it: i n  o t h e r  words, i f  t h e r e  was a coverup. 

Now, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  being conducted 
t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes 
t h a t  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, w e  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t e d  t o  
be concerned wi th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of  persons 
who may have done something wrong t h e r e  t h a t  day. 
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We have had made ava i lab le  t o  us and have review-
ed p r i o r  statements obtained i n  o ther  inves t iga t ions  of 
t h e  M y  Lai incident .  For example, I have a copy of t h e  
statement from t h e  C I D  i nves t iga to r  with whom you ta lked,  
I bel ieve,  back i n  October. 

Now your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath.  
A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape  recording 
i s  being made i n  addi t ion t o  the  verbatim notes being taken 
by t h e  repor ter .  

Although t h e  general  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t he  
repor t  w i l l  be conf iden t ia l ,  it is  poss ible  t h a t  t h e  testimony 
o r  p a r t s  of it may later become a matter  of publ ic  knowledge. 
This i s  something t h a t  r e a l l y  is beyond our control .  

We ask t h a t  you do not  discuss your testimony 
i n  t h i s  case with o thers ,  including o ther  witnesses,  except 
a s  you may be required t o  so  before a competent j ud ic i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  adminis t ra t ive  body. For example, t h e r e  
is L subcornrnitt~eof t h e  House Armed Services Committee 
which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My L a i  incident  and they are 
c a l l i n g  a number of witnesses. I t  is poss ible  t h a t  they 
might ask you t o  appear before them. Of course, my re-
ques t  f o r  you not t o  d iscuss  testimony has no appl ica t ion  
t o  t h a t .  

Are you sub jec t  t o  an order issued by the  mi l i t a ry  
judge i n  the  general  court-martial case of United S ta t e s  v. 
Callev? 

A. I received a l e t t e r  from Colonel KENNEDY and 
I haven' t  been able  t o  f i gu re  out  whether I ' m  sub jec t  t o  
t h a t  order o r  not.  

Q We have a l i s t  of those who a re  sub jec t  t o  
t h e  order.  We'll check t h a t  within the next few minutes 
and possibly c l e a r  t h a t  point  up. I ask primari ly because 
I want t o  advise you t h a t  our request  t o  you not t o  discuss 
t h e  matter doesn ' t  change the  app l i cab i l i t y  of t h a t  order 
i n  any way and a l so  t o  point  out  t h a t  those who a re  subject  
t o  t he  order a r e  authorized t o  provide testimony t o  t h i s  
inquiry.  
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The recorde r  has j u s t  handed me a document 
e n t i t l e d  "Not i f i ca t ion  of Court Order" i n  t h e  c a s e . o f  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v .  Calley and your name is the  f i r s t  one 
on t h e  l i s t  of those  who have been n o t i f i e d .  This i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  the  o rde r  of t h e  judge. By t h a t  
o r d e r  you a r e  asked no t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  case ,  P r i n c i p a l l y ,  
t h a t  i s  t h e  genera l  import of  t h e  th ing .  The endeavor, 
I t h i n k  you r e a l i z e ,  is  t o  minimize t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
any accused 's  r i g h t  t o  a f a i r  t r i a l  being pre judiced  o r  
harmed by p u b l i c i t y .  

A. Okay. 

Q Do you have any ques t ions  about t h e  mat ters  
I have d iscussed  wi th  you? 

A. No. 

Q. The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  + 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0953 hours ,  6  January 
1970 .) 

(The hear ing  w a s  reconvened a t  0956 hours ,  
6 January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed a r e  again 
present .  

Q M r .  ALAUX, j u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  were you a 
member of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Would you s t a t e  your grade and your duty assignment 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. My grade a t  t h a t  t ime was second l i e u t e n a n t  and 
I was a t t ached  t o  C/1/20 a s  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer .  

Q - And a t  t h a t  t ime Char l i e  Company w a s  a p a r t
of Task Force Barker? 
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A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  

Q- When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of  t h e  planned a s s a u l t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  hamlet o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  M r .  ALAUX? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  word t h a t  we  a c t u a l l y  heard 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  going t o  be an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  area w a s  
t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion  took p lace ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  t h a t  Captain MEDINA at tended,  

Q- P r i o r  t o  t h a t .  I understand t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
b r i e f e d  t h s  e n t i r e  company? 

That 's r i g h t .  

Q - P r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g t  w a s  t h e r e  a meeting between 
Captain MEDINA and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and p la toon  se rgean t s?  

A. This  I c a n ' t  t e s t i f y  t o .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was because,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  he d i d  come r i g h t  
from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  opera t ions  c e n t e r  and he d i d  have t h e  
p la toon l e a d e r s  assemble t h e  company f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
I t h ink  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  g o t  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  b r i e f i n g  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e s t i f y  t o  t h a t  because I am 
n o t  a c t u a l l y  p o s i t i v e .  Normally, be fo re  an opera t ion  I 
would s i t  i n ,  of course,  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s .  

Q This  p a r t i c u l a r  . t i m e  you d i d  n o t ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A.  I t  w a s  a company type b r i e f i n g  and l a t e r  on 
i n  t h e  l a t e  evening t h e r e  w a s  another  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  
p la toon l eaders .  That would be t h e  normal procedure.  

Q Then you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b r i e f i n g  f o r  
p la toon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  a f t e r  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Not formally as such. I t h i n k  what it was, 
i f  anybody had ques t ions  they could come i n  and ask Captain 
~ D I N A .  I cannot r e a l l y  remember whether t h e r e  was a formal 
b r i e f i n g .  The thing i s  t h a t  t h i s  would be SOP, t h a t  t h e r e  
would be a b r i e f i n g  of p la toon l eader s .  The number of 
t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  you do go on, one is  sometimes d i f f i c u l t  
t o  remember. 
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Q One reason t h a t  I ask t h i s  i s  we have had a 
, s ta tement  from one witness  t h a t  t h e r e  was a meeting of 

c a p t a i n  MEDINA and She p la toon l e a d e r s  and t h e  p la toon 
se rgean t s .  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  was brought up by one 
of t h e  N C O ' s  was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a search  and c l e a r ,  
and a search  and des t roy  opera t ion;  t h a t  t h i s  was going 
t o  be t h e  f i r s t  search  and des t roy  opera t ion .  

A. This  was wi th  t h e  p la toon se rgean t s  and t h e  
p la toon l eaders?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. Poss ib ly .  I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  

9 Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  may we l l  be b e t t e r '  than  t h i s  
wi tness1  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  we d i d  have h i s  s ta tement .  

A. It i s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he d i d  have h i s  b r i e f i n g  
wi th  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  wi thout  
m e  be ing  t h e r e .  

9- Could you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  
t h e  company a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  Well, a s  f a r  a s  b r i e f i n g s  go, it w a s  a f a i r l y  
lengthy b r i e f i n g .  He gave a l i t t l e  b i t  of h i s t o r y  about 
t h e  a r e a .  We knew somewhat about i t .  I t h i n k  t h e  48th 
Main Force VC B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  a r e a  and had been f o r  
q u i t e  some time. He s t a t e d  f a c t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e s  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  and ( 2 ) ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
had been evacuated by ARVN t roops  once o r  twice i n  t h e  
l a s t  few yea r s  and people had been moved ou t  of t h e  a r e a  
because it was VC-controlled; they  would be completely 
VC i f  they  remained i n  t h e  a rea .  I t  was a t a c t i c a l  b r i e f i n g ,  
a l s o .  He explained what platoons would be moving i n  what 
d i r e c t i o n s  and who would be reinforcement  p la toon.  We had 
a weapons p la toon along i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  They 
remained wi th  t h e  CP group a s  a r e s e r v e  fo rce .  

Q. Did he t a l k  about it being a search  and des t roy  
mission, o r  say what t h a t  meant? 
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A. I cannot r e c o l l e c t .  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  b r i e f i n g .  I had s t a r t e d  to  go over  t o  t h e  TOC ark  
g e t  down to  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  and g e t  target 
numbers. I had obta ined  enough information f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion  b u t  q u i t e  poss ib ly  he d i d  go i n t o  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of sea rch  and des t roy  and gave an estimate 
of  what t h e  enemy was, 

MR WEST: W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  recess. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1002 hours ,  6 January 
1970 . I  

(The hea r ing  was reconvened a t  1004 hours,  
6 January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t .  Colonel MAHAFFEY has joined us. 

MR WEST: One of t h e  s ta tements  t h a t  you made t o  t h e  
C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  I wanted t o  explore  a l i t t l e  m o r e .  The 
r e p o r t  is  t h a t  you s t a t e d  then  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no ques t ion  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA had rece ived  c learance  from h igher  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which w a s  a t h o r n  i n  
everyone's s i d e  inc lud ing  t h e  Vietnamese f o r c e s .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Is t h i s  a quote? 

Q No, i t ' s  h i s  s ta tement  of what you had t o l d  
him. Tha t ' s  t h e  subs tance  of it and I wanted t o  ask you 
i f  t h a t  was i t ?  

A .  A s  you probably know from the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a l ready,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and My La i  a reas  was i n  t h e  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n ' s  a r e a  of opera t ion  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Quang Ngai. So 
from t h i s  information and t h e  information t h a t  was passed 
down t o  us through t h e  b r i e f i n g  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  
information was s t a t e d  t o  be such t h a t  it had come from 
ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  o rde r  i t s e l f ,  t o  des t roy  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  This was an assumption. I c a n ' t  back it 
up wi th  any w r i t t e n  proof and I c a n ' t  back it up because 
I was no t  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  b r i e f i n g ,  the  b a t t a l i o n - l e v e l  
b r i e f i n g  -- t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  a c t u a l l y .  
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a - It w a s  your impression t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  came 

from higher-up t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  


A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  and t h i s  was one of t h e  few opera- 

t i o n s  t h a t  w e  had, where we had a s  many National  Po l i ce  

p r e s e n t  as w e  d i d  on t h e  , p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  


Q. This  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we have been 
t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  t h e  source  of t h e  o rde r s .  I t  has 

, n o t  been e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o rde r  i t s e l f  would have had t o  have been 
c l e a r e d  through ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s  and I f e e l  pe r sona l ly  
t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of in f luence  by t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  i n  t h i s .  

Q. You a l s o  ind ica ted  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  M r .e 

THOMPSON, t h a t  Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  was s o r t  of a 

pep t a l k  t o  b r i n g  t h e  morale up. 


A. Y e s ,  it was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad time. This  

was, I b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we walked i n t o  

a f reshly-p lanted  minef ie ld  and I d o n ' t  know t h e  a c t u a l  

count on t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was somewhere i n  t h e  

neighborhood of 2 5  people i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  i n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  

f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY's RTO had been h e l d  t h e  day before .  

I could be turned  around on t h i s .  I t ' s  very hard  t o  g e t  

them chronologica l ly  sometimes, b u t  t h e  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t ,  

I ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e ,  took p lace  be fo re  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i nc iden t .  


Q. Yes, we have s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of evidence 

t h a t  t h e  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t  d i d  occur  some l i t t l e  time 

be fo re  16 March 1968, a n d . t h a t  t h i s  weighed on t h e  minds 

of t h e  men i n  t h e  company. 


A. Very much so.  

Q. They l o s t  men i n  t h e  minef ie ld .  They l o s t  

men t o  t h e  s n i p e r s .  They had n o t  been a b l e  t o  come t o  

g r i p s  wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong? 


A. W e  had very l i t t l e  a c t u a l  c o n t a c t ,  f a c e  t o  

f a c e  c o n t a c t ,  up t o  t h i s  time; and we had been through 

some very 
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heavy a r e a s  of  s n i p e r  f i r e  and such. But t h i s  i s  almost 
a ph i losoph ica l  p o i n t ,  and I know t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is 
p r imar i ly  looking f o r  t h e  f a c t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  d i d  have 
a bear ing ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e  have been explor ing  i n t o  t h e  mental 
a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  men of t h e  company a t  t h i s  t ime because 
it is p e r t i n e n t  t o  what happened l a t e r ,  on t h e  next  day. 
Did you r e c e i v e  t h e  impression from t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  
company w a s  t o  go i n  and k i l l  a l l  t h e  people they  found 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. To be very hones t  wi th  you, my impression was 
exac t ly  t h a t ,  b u t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  impression, t h e  f a c t s  were 
brought o u t  t h a t  it had been cleared s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  and 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a VC a r e a  and 
they would be considered VC. I have an i n k l i n g  of some 
type  of p r i o r  warning; whether it was a l e a f l e t  drop o r  
whatever t o  t h i s  opera t ion ,  I cannot t e s t i f y  t o  t h a t .  I 
d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  So, t h e  o v e r a l l  f e e l i n g  was, a t  t h e *  
t ime,  t h a t  when t h e  opera t ion  w a s  t o  begin t h e r e  would 
be no one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  except  f o r  VC,  and t h a t  was t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n .  

Q. Would it be f a i r  t o  say ,  then ,  t h a t  t h e  men 
probably were given t h e  i d e a  t h e r e  would n o t  be women and 
ch i ld ren ,  innocent noncombatants, i n  t h i s  p lace?  

A. That is hard t o  say i n  a war of t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h i s ,  because a l o t  of those  men had had grenades thrown 
a t  them and been s h o t  a t  by 10 o r  11-year o l d  boys; and 
as f a r  a s  booby t r a p s ,  grandfa thers  can s e t  booby t r a p s .  
So, I c a n ' t  say what went on i n  t h e i r  minds. I n  my own, 
I f e l t  t h e r e  probably would be people i n  the  v i l l a g e  t h a t ,  
t o  an o u t s i d e r ,  would appear t o  be innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men of t h e  company 
a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  you were awa.re of 
i t ?  

A .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I was aware of it, it would 
be n o t  very s i g n i f i c a n t ,  because I s tayed w i t h  Captain 
MEDINA i n  t h e  command t e n t ,  and I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  communicate 
wi th  any people bes ides  my own a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  my RTO 
and recon sergeant .  
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Q- W a s  t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  of t h e  mission 
i n  your presence a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  f o r  example, by Captain 
MEDINA o r  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  might have some s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  

A. A very ,  very l i g h t  conversat ion.  I cannot 
remember a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  t h a t  was brought  ou t .  I t  
w a s  j u s t  conversat ion i n  genera l  about t h e  opera t ion .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether Colonel BARKER w a s  t h e r e  
t h a t  evening? 

A. I cannot say f o r  s u r e .  I would imagine t h a t  
more than  l i k e l y ,  i n  an opera t ion  t h i s  s i z e ,  because we 
d i d  have Nat ional  Po l i ce  wi th  us ,  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a f te rnoon be fo re  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g  . 
Q. For t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. For t h e  b a t t a l i o n  b r i e f i n g ,  yes .  A s  f a r  as 
him being  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I would assume, yes .  I d o n ' t  
know where else he  would be.  

Q. I t  would seem logical:  H i s  van was t h e r e  a t  
LZ Dot t i e .  

A. Correc t .  He would have no reason n o t  t o  be 
t h e r e  on t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  

COL FRANKLIN: The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN had been i n  t h e r e  
s e v e r a l  t imes  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  people o u t  and a warning 
of some kind  t h a t  i f  they d i d n ' t  go o u t ,  they would be 
considered VC seems t o  s t i c k  o u t  i n  your mind. Where 
d i d  you g e t  a l l  t h i s  information? 

A. The information about t h e  people i n  t h e  a r e a  
came down through Captain MEDINA. This  was information 
he  rece ived  through h i s  b a t t a l i o n  b r i e f i n g ,  I assume. The 
i d e a  is  very  vague i n  my mind a t  t h i s  t ime,  about t h e  warning 
being given o r  l e a f l e t s  being dropped a t  some t ime,  o r  
a loudspeaker announcement over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I poss ib ly  
could have g o t t e n  t h a t  through t h e  newspapers when t h i s  
f i r s t  broke, because s e v e r a l  of t h e  newspapers d i d  r e p o r t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a l e a f l e t  drop, and s o  t h i s  I cannot t e s t i f y  
t o ,  because I d o n ' t  remember a c t u a l l y  hear ing  t h e  words 
t h a t  t h e  a r e a  had been c lea red .  
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Q - Could you have g o t t e n  t h i s  through Captain 
MEDINA, poss ib ly?  

A. Very poss ib ly ,  yes .  

Q Is it f a i r  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  complete environment 
t h a t  w a s  set as t o  what t o  expect  and what e x i s t e d ,  t h i s  
w a s  a l l  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  men by Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  say t h a t .  

Q - Did they  have o u t s i d e  sources  of informat ion ,  
then? 

A. They would have no o t h e r  o u t s i d e  sources  of 
information.  Captain m D I N A  w a s  t h e  only mediation between 
b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  and t h e  company i t s e l f .  

Q .  Okay. Again, what they expected t o  f i n d  
t h e r e ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  was pa in ted ,  is  t h e r e  one a r t i s t  
f o r  t h i s  p i c t u r e  o r  w e r e  t h e r e  s e v e r a l ?  I mean, do t h e s e  
G:I~VS "ave l o t s  of o t h e r  information about  t h e  a r e a ?  W e r e  
they  t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  people? 

A. When you a r e  based on a f i r e  base of t h e  n a t u r e  
t h a t  D o t t i e  was, a s m a l l  f i r e  base ,  you have no one else 
t h e r e  bes ides  your a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y .  They have very l i t t l e ,  
i f  any, knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  except  t h a t  it would 
be  coming o f f .  So f a r  a s  ob ta in ing  information from any 
a u t h o r i t y  o r  r e l i a b l e  source ,  about the  only way w e  would 
y e t  o u r  information was through Captain MEDINA. 

Q .  It  is  very,  very important ,  Lieutenant  ALAUX. 
You a r e  t h e  only o f f i c e r  we have seen connected wi th  t h i s  
t h i n g  and I t h i n k  t h e  reason why it is  important i s  ev iden t .  
J u s t  g ive  t h e  impression i n  your mind, no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e  words, bu t  t h e  impression. Say again t h e  impression 
you had a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  of what you were going t o  
f i n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  tomorrow, and what you were going 
t o  do the re?  ' 

A. The impression t h a t  I had was t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be a very good l ike l ihood  of heavy c c n t a c t ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  
would be a good many VC from t h e  Main Force 48th B a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time we jumped i n .  The impression 
was ' t h a t  everybody should be extremely c a r e f u l  and maintain 
very t i g h t  s e c u r i t y  a t  a l l  t imes.  
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Q. What was your mission? 

A. Our mission was t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t ?  

A. It was s t a t e d  t h a t  any l i v e s t o c k  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
anyone evading from t h e  v i l l a g e  would be-- l ivestock i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  were considered t o  be a i d i n g  t h e  VC, s o  they  
would be s l augh te red  o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it. Anyone 
evading from t h e  v i l l a g e  would be considered VC. I c a n ' t  
t e s t i f y  t h a t  those  w e r e  t h e  words. 

Q. But t h a t  w a s  t h e  thought? 

A. That w a s  t h e  thought.  

Q s  What do you mean " i f  anybody would evade"? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  normal p r a c t i c e .  I f  you gave 
a South Vietnamese warning and he i s  evading, running,  
o r  walking extremely f a s t  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  where you would 
never over take  him, and you want t o  ques t ion  t h e  person; 
if he cont inues t o  move a t  h i s  s e t  pace you f i r e  warning 
s h o t s  and t e l l  him t o  s t o p  s e v e r a l  more t imes.  I f  he does 
not ,  he  i s  considered,  a s  f a r  a s  I am concerned, t o  be 
VC. This  i s  what t h e  po l i cy  had been my e n t i r e  t ime i n  
Vietnam. 

Q How about burning? Was anything s a i d  about 
burning t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  Burn t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How about t h e  we l l s?  

A. Destroy t h e  w e l l s ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. You b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  something about des t roy ing  
t h e  we l l s?  

A. No, t h e  a c t u a l  words "des t roy  the  w e l l s "  were 
n o t  t h e r e .  When they  say t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  we l l s  
a r e  j u s t  a s  much a p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
or t h e  hootches . 
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Q - Was t h e r e  any thought i n  your mind t h a t  t h i s  
would i n c l u d e  t h e  people i n  the re?  

A. No, n o t  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  it has been taken 
he re ,  because t h e s e  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  
descr ibed  and def ined  as people a i d i n g  t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n ,  
s o  anybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  opera t ion  
w a s  t o  be considered e i t h e r  VC or a VC sympathizer.  

Q. Okay, t h i s  i s  a very important  po in t .  You 
t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  minds of t h e  men and t h e  impression 
you go t .  Everybody i n  t h e r e  w a s  VC or a VC sympathizer,  
which i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same th ing?  

A. Y e s ,  and t h a t  I s  an i r r a t i o n a l  p o i n t  as f a r  
as someone h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  understand t h a t ,  I know. But 
i n  a way you ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  a t  a c i v i l i a n  l e v e l  
something which is very i r r a t i o n a l ,  such as w a r .  To g e t  
back t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  t h e  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t  before  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  have you c a l l e d  a psychologis t  i n t o  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q. There h a s  been some discuss ion .  

A. I t  is a very s u r p r i s i n g  t h i n g  t o  m e ,  b u t  men's 
minds change. They a l l  do, n o t  permanently, b u t  t h e y  do 
a l ter  under c e r t a i n  cond i t ions ,  such as those  . the company 
had been under. 

Q. How does t h i s  a f f e c t  what w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
here?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  could have poss ib ly  been i n  
t h e  minds of some of t h e  men a resentment toward t h e  South 
Vietnamese people i n  genera l .  Because when y o u ' r e  on 
opera t ions  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  one where we 
were going i n t o  a blocking p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  198th,  I b e l i e v e ,  
w e  had come i n  con tac t  wi th  v i l l a g e r s  which you would c l a s s i f y  
as c i v i l i a n  noncombatants. Okay, we walked by t h e s e  people 
and 100 meters l a t e r  we walk i n t o  a minef ie ld  
and l o s e  25  t o  30 people.  So, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
r a t i o n a l e  is concerned t h e r e ,  t h e s e  people knew about 
t h e  minef ie ld .  So, i n  t h e  eyes of many people,  and poss ib ly  
my own eyes,  these  people a r e  j u s t  a s  much a VC a s  t h e  
ones t h a t  a c t u a l l y  p lanted  those  minef ie lds .  
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Q- Regardless of t h e  geographical  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h i s  minef ie ld ,  i n  your mind and o t h e r s ,  it was t h e  same 
breed of c a t  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  impression through t h e  b r i e f i n g  
was t h a t  t h i s  was more than  as  you c a l l  i t ,  t h e  
same breed of c a t ,  I t  was more a breed of ca t  of 
VC na tu re  even than  these  people i n  t h e  surrounding v i l l a g e s  
around t h i s  minef ie ld .  

Q Did Captain MEDINA e v e r  g ive  you t h e  impression 
t h a t  you were going t o  g e t  revenge? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q- Was t h e r e  any idea  of f i n a l l y  being a b l e  t o  
come t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e s e  people? 

A. There was an i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was a very good 
l i k e l i h o o d  of heavy con tac t  being made i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
with armed VC; and t h a t  l ike l ihood  was brought up. 

Q And they  were t o  be destroyed? . 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, any VC wi th  a weapon should 
be. destroyed.  

Q. Again t h i s  one t h i n g  though, and I th ink  it 
i s  very important .  I n  t h e  minds of Char l i e  Company 1 / 2 0 ,  
everybody i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of caches o r  anything 
e l s e ,  they  were VC sympathizers.  

A. Did you say i n  t h e  minds of everybody? I 

Q I n  t h e  company. I n  t h e i r  minds i n  t h e  sense 
t h a t  you were t o l d .  Obviously you d o n ' t  know what was 
i n  t h e  minds, bu t  was t h i s  impression given by MEDINA? 

A. The impression was t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be 
heavi ly  f o r t i f i e d  by VC and t h a t  extreme caut ion  should 
be used walking through, a s  you heard through o t h e r  tes t imony.  
And t h i s  was something t h a t  t h e  C I D  asked me about and 
it had s l i p p e d  my mind. I have thought  about it s i n c e  
and t h e r e  was a volume of f i r e  l a i d  down from t h e  t ime 
t h a t  we h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Actua l ly  it w a s  n o t  s h o o t i n g  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t s ,  it 
w a s  j u s t  a volley--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  'll g e t  i n t o  what happened 
at  My Lai. W a s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  e v e r  made that  a l l  t h e  men 
are VC, a l l  t h e  women c a r r y  packs ,  and a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  grow up t o  be VC? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I state a g a i n  t h a t  
I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA -
gave t o  t h e  company. A s  w a s  b rought  o u t  ear l ier ,  i t . d i d  
t u r n  o u t  t o  be somewhat of a  pep t a l k  and I had no use  
f o r  a pep t a l k .  I had t h i n g s  t o  do. 

Q- You assumed, o r  it was your b e l i e f ,  t h a t  every-  
t h i n g  Capta in  M E D I N A  s a i d ,  he g o t  from higher--Task Force  
Barker ,  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I ' m  s a y i n g  h i g h e r  t han  t h a t .  I ' m  s a y i n g  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  a t  Quang Ngai and t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
i n  coopera t ion .  

Q. why do you s a y  t h a t ?  

A. Th is  i s  j u s t  t h e  impress ion  I g o t .  I c a n ' t  
back it up w i t h  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  any a c t u a l  t a l k i n g  
w i t h  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  through o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q - So you t h i n k  t h e  A R V N ' s  wanted this p l a c e  wiped 
o u t ?  

A. I know t h e y  d i d .  I t  has  been a t h o r n  i n  t h e i r  
s i d e  f o r  15  y e a r s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h i s  A 0  e x t e n s i o n ?  
You went o u t s i d e  of  your  AO, I b e l i e v e .  

\ 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  what I brought  up e a r l i e r .  
This  was t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n ' s  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ,  normal ly .  
We went down ' i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  and each t i m e  
we d i d  have a temporary 4 8  t o  64-hour A 0  e x t e n s i o n  f o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q- T h a t ' s  what I was g e t t i n g  a t .  Do you have 
any i d e a  how long  t h i s  A 0  ex t ens ion  was, how long  you 
a n t i c i p a t e d  be ing  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. I have no i d e a  what t h e  A 0  e x t e n s i o n  w a s .  

Q How long  a  p e r i o d ,  I mean? 

A. That  w e  were a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

Q How long  d i d  you t h i n k  you were going t o  be  
gone? How long d i d  you t h i n k  t h e  A0 e x t e n s i o n  was f o r ?  
How long  d i d  you t h i n k  t h i s  operat ion--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, 4 8 hours .  

Q. You had a s h o r t  o p e r a t i o n  i n  your mind? 

A. A s h o r t  o p e r a t i o n ,  sir.  I t  w a s n ' t  ex t remely  
long. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  you would be gone f o r  a  long
t i m e .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  a bunch of  s t u f f  l i k e  
you would i f  y o u ' r e  going o u t  f o r  a month. 

A. Well, ve ry  r a r e l y  had w e  been ouk f o r  a whole 
month. Again, it I s  h a rd  t o  remember s m a l . 1  minor t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  sometimes, because i n  my one-year t o u r  I probably 
was on 40 o r  50 o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Did you spend an e n t i r e  t o u r  a s  an FO? 

A. No, s ir .  I s p e n t  6 months i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  
an FO. I thought  I was going t o  g e t  a good job and become 
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and work w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  
a t  b r igade .  

Q You mean it w a s n ' t  a good job? 

A. ( ~ a u g h i n g )  None of t h e  c a p t a i n s  wanted it. 

MR WEST: The r eason  t h a t  w e  are a s k i n a  YOU about  t h e  
l e n g t h  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  we have2hAd someone come 
i n  who was a medic, and he g o t  t h e  impress ion  it was going 
t o  l a s t  a month and made p l a n s  about  medical  s u p p l i e s  
on t h a t  b a s i s .  I must s ay  I t h i n k  he i s  t h e  o n i y  wi tnes s  
who s a i d  t h i s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  are o n l y  c u r i o u s  about  
it. 

A .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  when you d i d  g e t  an A0 
e x t e n s i o n  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  it normal ly  starts o u t  as a 
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know t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  been i n t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  
some t i m e .  When t h e y  d i d  go i n  t h e y  would make s u r e  t h a t  
Task Force  Barker  w a s  w i t h  them and t h e y  would on ly  v o l u n t e e r  
one company f o r  t h e  o p e ~ a t i o n .  

Q. M r .  ALAUX, I g a t h e r  from r e a d i n g  t h e  account  
of  your d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t h a t  you were 
n o t  acqua in t ed  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. No, because on any CA t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and normally 
any FO on an o p e r a t i o n  has  no knowledge of where t h a t  p rep  
would go,  what t i m e  it was t o  be--well,  you do know what 
t i m e  it would l i f t ,  because you have t o  know f o r  your choppers .  
This  w a s  a p o i n t  brought  up by t h e  C I D  man, t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a mor ta r  p r e p  a l s o .  Now, t h e n ,  I h a d n ' t  thought  t h i s  
t h i n g  o u t  t o o  w e l l  and,  t h i n k i n g  back on i t ,  ve ry  p o s s i b l y  
t h e r e  could  have been a mor ta r  p rep ;  because w e  d i d  have 
b lock ing  companies i n  p o s i t i o n ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e y  would 
have been w i t h i n  mor ta r  range.  But,  as f a r  a s  knowing 
t h e r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  going t o  be a mor t a r  p r e p ,  I d i d n ' t  
have t h i s  knowledge .' 
Q. W e l l ,  w e  have no ev idence  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a mor t a r  p rep .  

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  p o i n t  t h a t  had been brought  
up i n  t h e  C I D  s t a t emen t .  

Q. Our unders tanding  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  amount of f i r i n g  by 
t h e  gunsh ips  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  The 
gunships  b e a t  up t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  r i c e  paddies  
sur rounding  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  p rep .  The C I D  
man s a i d  t h a t  he  i n t e rv i ewed  my RTO, M A R T I N ,  and he had 
g o t t e n  t h e  ammo count  of 9 9  rounds f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p rep ,  
which i s  n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and ve ry  p o s s i b l e .  This  
i s  one b i g  t h i n g  t h a t  I had about  t h e  r a d i o ;  it s t a y e d  
on 24  hours  a day and he d i d  moni tor  it. I f  he w a s n ' t  
moni tor ing  i t ,  t h e  recon s e r g e a n t  w a s .  So, t h i s  i s  in fo rma t ion  
t h a t  he  cou ld  have p icked  up o v e r  t h e  b a t t e r y  wave. 
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Q- That  sounds approximately  r i g h t .  However, 
from your  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  cou ld  you t e l l  whether t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
w a s  conf ined  t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone o r  d i d  it g e t  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  some e x t e n t ?  

A. ' I  t h i n k  it g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  a good e x t e n t .  
I n  t h e  a c t u a l  l a n d i n g  area which you have o u t l i n e d  up t h e r e ,  
t h e  t r i a n g l e - -  

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  M r .  ALAUX, we  w i l l  f u r n i s h  you 
h e r e  w i t h  an aer ia l  photograph of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y .  
The scale i s  1 i n c h  e q u a l s  approximately  100 m e t e r s .  I 
a l s o  show you a  map t h a t  has  been admi t ted  i n t o  ev idence  
as MAP-4. I t h i n k  you can o r i e n t  t h e  photograph w i t h  t h e  
map. 

A. Right ,  

Q. The l and ing  zone w a s  t o  t h e  west  o f  t h e  hamlet .  

A. R igh t ,  I b e l i e v e  it could be p r e t t y  much d e f i n e d  
as t h e  o u t l i n e  of  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  rice paddies  i n  t h i s  
a r ea .  The major t r a i l  t h a t  I remember ve ry  w e l l  i s  probably  
e t ched  wi th  t h i s  w h i t e  l i n e  h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e .  I 
would say  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  was t h e  l and ing  zone. 
I t  could have extended somewhat sou th  of  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e  
one p o i n t  t h a t  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a clump of  shrubbery ove r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  when w e  came o f f  
t h e  LZ. We were on t h e  LZ approximately  20 o r  30 minutes .  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I w a s  busy p l o t t i n g  t a r g e t s  and d i d n ' t  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on it t o o  much. We d i d n ' t  l e a v e  t h e  LZ u n t i l  
a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  s h i p  had come i n .  There were t h r e e  l i f t s  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  we moved wi th  t h e  CP 
group. When I s a y  "we," I mean t h e  CP group and t h e  mor ta r  
p l a toon  i n  r e s e r v e .  We moved o f f  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and took 
up a d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h i s  clump of trees, 

Q. Co.uld you mark t h a t  w i t h ,  perhaps ,  a f i g u r e
l ?  I asked about  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
because l a t e r ,  and du r ing  o u r  i n q u i r y  a l s o ,  t h e r e  was some 
u n c e r t a i n t y  whether t h e r e  were any c a s u a l t i e s  caused by 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and,  i f  s o ,  t h e  number. 
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A. ~h~ a c t u a l  g r i d  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  p r e p  i s  something 
t h a t  has  undoubtedly been i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  a c t u a l  g r i d  w a s ,  whether it co inc ided  w i t h  t h e  c e n t e r  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  LZ. Normal p r e p a r a t i o n s  
are r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  LZ a r e a  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  But,  from 
my o b s e r v a t i o n ,  where w e  s e t  down t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a g r e a t  
amount of  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  had gone o f f  i n  t h a t  area. 

You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  many c r a t e r s ?  

A. No, n o t  very  many. A f t e r  t h e  C I D  man t a l k e d  
t o  m e ,  MARTIN had mentioned t h a t  I had t aken  p i c t u r e s .  
I had been th rough  t h e  p i c t u r e s  once ,  and I went back 
through them a g a i n  a f t e r  he l e f t .  I have one p a r t i c u l a r  
p i c t u r e  which shows a r t i l l e r y  smoke coming o u t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  from t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So t h i s  l e a d s  
m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few rounds t h a t  d i d  f a l l  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p rope r .  ~ l s o ,your  guns w e r e  f i r i n g  from 
a d i r e c t i o n  somewhat l i k e  t h i s .  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. From Upt igh t?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  i s  Upt igh t .  There were a few 
s c a t t e r e d  rounds I b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  area. 

Q. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h e  w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  an 
a r e a  somewhat s o u t h  and w e s t  of  t h e  a r e a  which he had 
marked as t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. 

A. Also,  t h i s  was p r i m a r i l y  d ry  r i c e  paddy o r  
farm l a n d ,  t h e  major p o r t i o n  of t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  
two w e r e  l a r g e  w e t  r i c e  padd ie s  w i t h  8 t o  10 i n c h e s  of 
water, maybe. I d i d  observe  q u i t e  a few craters i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r - area. 

Q. Would you c i r c l e  t h a t  a r e a  you have i n d i c a t e d  
a s  p robable?  

A. Do you want t h a t  as number 2?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  be ing  a b l e  t o  d e t e c t ,  u n l e s s  it was 
a very, v e r y  heavy p r e p a r a t i o n  on an a r e a  t h a t  w a s  as 
f o l i a t e d  a s  t h i s ,  I cannot  s ay  f o r  s u r e  how many rounds 
d i d  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  proper .  A g r e a t  many of your 
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f i r s t  rounds would be  a i r b u r s t s  a t  t r e e t o p  l e v e l ,  so you get 
ve ry  l i t t l e ,  i f  any,  a c t u a l  v i s u a l  e f f e c t  on t h e  ground as far 
as t h a t  goes. 

Q- There would be  no  c r a t e r s ?  

A. Righ t ,  t h e r e  would be  no craters. The t r e e t o p s  
would be t o r n  up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  even w i t h  a 99-round 
p r e p  -- t h a t  w a s  p robably  a "two by two" p r e p  w i t h  a " b a t t e r y  
fou r "  on each target g r i d ,  which would cover  two g r i d  s q u a r e s  
i n  c i rcumference .  That  would be p o s s i b l y  8 t o  10 rounds 
i n  each  one o f  t h o s e  9 g r i d s  which r e a l l y  i s n ' t  t h a t  n o t i c e a b l e  
i n  heavy f o l i a g e ;  b u t  as f o r  t h e  s h r a p n e l  e f f e c t ,  it would 
be  f a i r l y  d e v a s t a t i n g .  

Q - Subsequent ly ,  d u r i n g  t h e  day, t h e r e  w a s  a r e p o r t  
t h a t  69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Based on 
your expe r i ence  as an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  what would you 
say  a s  t o  t h e  p robab le  accuracy of  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  examine 
any of t h e  some 20 t o  2 4  bod ie s  t h a t  I d i d  see, I cannot  
g i v e  you any in fo rma t ion  whatsoever a s  t o  t h e  number o f  
a r t i l l e r y  k i l l s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  you 
can see, it w a s  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  v i l l a g e  and my a c t u a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  approximately  t h e  f i r s t  two 
hours  was from t h e  o u t s i d e  pe r ime te r  a r ea .  

Q - Consider  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques t ion .  Would it 
have been unusual  f o r  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  about  
99 t o  100 rounds o f  105 mrn cannon i n  an a r e a  such as t h i s  
t o  produce 69 k i l l e d ?  

A. I t h i n k  it would be very  ha rd  t o  s a y ,  because 
as I s a i d  t h e  rounds h i t t i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p rope r  w e r e  
n ine  t i m e s  o u t  of  t e n  probably a i r b u r s t s  which, a s  f a r  a s  
k i l l i n g  power goes , i s  much more e f f e c t i v e .  I f  t h e s e  
people  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  i n  an open a r e a  i n  which a round d i d  
b u r s t  w i t h i n ,  s a y ,  40  o r  50 me te r s ,  t h e  k i l l  count  cou ld  
go t h a t  h igh  f o r  t h i s  t ype  of  p rep ,  b u t  it would be ve ry  
hard t o  s ay .  . I d i d n ' t  s e e  where t h e  a c t u a l  rounds landed 
and I d o n ' t  know t h e  p o s t u r e  of t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  t h e  t ime  of  t h e  prep.  

Q. Would you t e l l  u s ,  t h e n ,  what took p l a c e  a f t e r  
you set  up a t  t h e  edge of  t h e  l and ing  zone? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  which p la toons  a c t u a l l y  went i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e i r  sequence i s  something t h a t  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  w e l l .  I remember t h a t  t h e  mortar lat to on 
was i n  r e se rve  wi th  t h e  command group a t  t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and they  d i d  maintain t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
command group moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a. Did t h e  comand group move with t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  3d Platoon d i d  s t a y  i n  reserve  
along t h i s  area',  and t h e  1st  and 2d had been moving through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q- Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Before we move ou t  of t h e r e ,  
do you remember two engineers ,  demoli t ion men, who were 
with t h e  command group a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, I remember t h e  one -- I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  
I remember because I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name now. I t  s t a r t s  
with an "R." A s p e c i a l i s t .  

Q= It s t a r t s  with an "R"? We had one s ta tement  
t h a t  t h e r e  were two men. One was a Negro and he was known 
a s  "Hotshot. " 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  The one fe l low t h a t  
I do remember was a demo man a t t ached  t o  t h e  command group 
a t  t h a t  t ime. I remember t h i s  because moving from t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  LZ i n t o  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ,  we came ac ross  an M-
60 ammo can which was j u s t  l ay ing  i n  t h e  r i c e .  Normally 
t h i s  would be booby t rapped,  t h e  ammo can, o r  con ta in ing  
a  document s o  it wouldn't  g e t  soaked. We worked f o r  about 
20 minutes t r y i n g  t o  open it ,  s a f e l y  of course ,  and t h i s  
one p a r t i c u l a r  demo man was p a r t  of t h a t .  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where a  man p u t  a  rope 
around t h e  box and moved back and p u l l e d  it away? 

A. Right. 

9- To our  information t h i s  man's name w a s  BERNHARDT. 

A. BERNHARDT, t h a t ' s  h i s  name. 
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Q • However, he w a s  n o t  a demolit ion man. From 
h i s  testimony he w a s  a tunne l  ra t .  Tha t ' s  why he had t h e  
rope. 

Am- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  He d i d  most of our  demo f o r  us.  

Q- ,Apparent ly t h e r e  were two men from an engineer ing
u n i t .  W e  have been t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  names. The c l u e  
we have is  t h a t  one w a s  a colored  s o l d i e r  known a s  "Hotshot." 

A. You see t h i s  would be something t h a t  would 
be only,  normally -- I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  engineers  
from LZ Dot t i e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  A s  t o  t h e  
t o t a l  number it probably would be two. That was t h e  normal 
amount. I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. 

Q - I j u s t  wanted t o  ask you about t h i s  i n  case 
you d id ,  I t ake  it you s t ayed  wi th  Captain MEDINA and 
the cormnand group throughout t h e  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  time t h a t  w e  w e r e  
i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we remained together .  
Then a f t e r ,  it was probably a t  l e a s t  an hour o r  two hours,  
it w a s  a good length  of t ime,  we d i d  move i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
very poss ib ly  it was t h i s  major t r a i l  t h a t  you can see 
r i g h t  he re ,  and moved down t h i s  major t r a i l  i n t o  the--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Could you i n d i c a t e  t h e  rou te  
you took? 

A .  Well, again I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

a I understand. ~ ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l ~ .  

A. Right ,  and then as  f a r  a s  p e n e t r a t i o n  i n t o  
the v i l l a g e ,  approximately h e r e  i s  where we stopped again 
( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. Did you hea r  Captain MEDINA i s s u i n g  any orders  
during t h i s  time a s  you moved along wi th  him? 

A. He's reknowned f o r  being on t h e  r a d i o  a t  a l l  
t imes,  and he does keep very c l o s e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  people 
a t  a l l  t imes.  A s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s ,  t h e  p o i n t  has been 
brought up t h a t  a cease f i r e  was given. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  
when o r  i f  t h a t  o rde r  was given. I normally d o n ' t  have 
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t i m e  t o  moni tor  h i s  r a d i o .  H e  h a s ,  of  course ,  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  and h i s  company n e t  going a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  an  RTO f o r  
each one. I u s u a l l y  remained f a i r l y  busy j u s t  w i th  my own r a d i o ,  
t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  up on what a r t i l l e r y  w a s  be ing  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

Q m  There has  been tes t imony t h a t  du r ing  t h e  morning
he became aware t h a t  a 1st of t h e s e  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  
i n  t h e  hamle t  were be ing  k i l l e d  and h e  c a l l e d  by r a d i o  
t o  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  t o  g e t  permiss ion  t o  change t h e  
miss ion from s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t o  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  
and t h a t ,  a f t e r  some i n i t i a l  r e b u f f ,  h e  w a s  g iven  permiss ion  
t o  change t h e  miss ion  and a t  t h a t  p o i n t  he d i d  i s s u e  t h e  
o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  But,  I t a k e  it, you hea rd  
none of t h i s ?  

A. NO, I w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  w i t h i n  h e a r i n g  range 
o f  h i s  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions .  I would be  approximately  10 
t o  15 meters  from him. 

Q Could you t e l l  us what you s a w  i n  t h e  way of 
t h e  k i l l i n g  of  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I f  
you d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  any k i l l i n g ,  what dead bod ie s  
you saw? 

A. I d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  any k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I saw none whatsoever .  A s  w e  moved up, I b e l i e v e ,  
it w a s  t h i s  t r a i l  -- w e l l ,  I t a k e  t h a t  back,  t h e  one woman, 
t h a t  was r e p o r t e d  as a VC from t h e  chopper p i l o t s  t h a t  
I b e l i e v e  they  had s h o t  and gave us  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on,  was 
ou t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou th .  I t  was a f a i r l y  c l e a r e d  
a r e a ,  n o t  t o o  many hootches .  I was w i t n e s s  t o  t h a t ;  b u t  
as f a r  as k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I saw none. A s  we moved 
down t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i l  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
a t  some p o i n t  w e  took a l e f t  t u r n ;  and a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t  t h e r e  w e r e  -- I b e l i e v e  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  from 
C I D ,  w e  counted them i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  and a s  f a r  as I know 
this was t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I saw a long  t h e  t r a i l .  There 
w e r e  12 o r  15 ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q W a s  t h i s  t h e  photograph t h a t  had a number of  
bab ie s  i n  i t ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were. There could  
have been. 

W e  w i l l  ask  you l a t e r  on, probably w i t h  Colonel  
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PATTERSON, t o  look a t  t h e  photographs, i f  you w i l l ,  and 
perhaps you can i d e n t i f y  some of them. On t h e  s u b j e c t  -
of photographs, you mentioned t h a t  you had taken some 
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  morning. Have t h e s e  been made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  CID? 

A. No, they haven ' t  been made a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone. 

Q - Could you l e t  us see them and make copies? 

A. Y e s ,  I could. 

Q. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it. They may h e l p -us re-con-
s t r u c t  some of t h e  f a c t s .  

A .  I took no p i c t u r e s  of the  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  a l l .  These a r e  merely a e r i a l  photographs a s  we w e r e  
coming i n t o  t h e  opera t ion .  This was a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep and whi le  the  gunships were s t i l l  prepping. They 
were from a d i s t ance  and they were done with a  35 mi l l ime te r  
half-frame with a very s h o r t  l e n s  on i t ,  s o  i t ' s  more 
of a wide-angle s h o t  than  anything e l s e .  

Q ~ t ' sprobably something t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  had. 
I t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us.  

A.  There i s  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  o f f e r e d  s o  f a r  can be proved t o  be My Lai ( 4 ) ,
then I b e l i e v e  t h i s  a e r i a l  s h o t  can be proved t o  be My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  I t  does show t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  smoke coming o u t  
through t h e  t r e e s  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q We would a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
we have had any photographs l i k e  t h a t .  Do you remember 
anyone e l s e  who took photographs t h a t  morning? We know 
about Ron HAEBERLE. 

A.  Right. No, n o t  r i g h t  offhand, I cannot remember. 

Q. ~ i $you know WIDMER, who was one of M E D I N A ' s  
RTO1s? 

A .  Yes, I d i d ,  an2 he did have a camera with him 
most of the  time; and as  f a r  a s  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  I should 
know, because he was on the  chopper. Very poss ib ly  he 
d id  t ake  p i c t u r e s .  
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Q. We had heard l a t e r ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  him on t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  o t h e r  testimony, t h a t  
t h i s  was a p r a c t i c e  of  h i s  and t h a t  he d i d  have photographs. 

A. He d i d  t ake  photographs, yes .  

Q - Can you th ink  of anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y  because t h e  only people t h a t  
I knew very we l l  were people i n  t h e  command group i t s e l f .  
T h a t P s  where I normally t r a v e l e d .  

Q - What would be your e s t ima te  of t h e  number of 
dead people t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  number of dead people. i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  I saw, I would es t ima te  somewhere i n  the  v i c i n i t y  
of poss ib ly  25  t o  28, a s  f a r  as t h e  ones t h a t  I saw. 

Q - And what were they as f a r  a s  age and sex  was 
concerned? 

A. A mixture.  There-was one smal l  c h i l d  t h a t  
I remember q u i t e  v i v i d l y ,  t h e r e  were women i n  t h e  group, 
and q u i t e  a few men. 

Q - I b e l i e v e  you advised t h e  CID, I b e l i e v e  it 
was M r .  THOMPSON, t h a t  you a l s o  had seen a group of about 
1 2  people along a t r a i l  leading  from t h e  south of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A.  Right,  t h i s  i s  t h e  one I mentioned r i g h t  here .  

Q They appeared t o  be s h o t  by small  arms f i r e .  
As you i n d i c a t e d  he re  on the  photograph, t h a t  appears t o  
be around t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I could be mistaken on t h i s  t r a i l .  I'm n o t  
q u i t e  s u r e .  The genera l  impression t h a t  I g o t  from moving 
down t h i s  t r a i l  was t h a t  it was t h e  main t r a i l  through 
the  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ;  b u t  from what I can remember 
now, it appeared t o  me t h a t  we were more towards t h e  r i g h t -
hand boundary of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q The southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. But t h e  bodies  w e r e  on t h e  t r a i l ,  s t i l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  limits of  the hamlet,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  There w e r e  one o r  more groups of dead persons
loca ted  o u t s i d e  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a l s o ,  was the 
reason I asked t h i s .  I understand a l s o  t h a t  you observed 
CARTER, who had s h o t  himself i n  the foo t?  

A. I d i d n ' t  observe t h e  a c t .  

Q - I mean a f t e r  it occurred'. 

A. A f t e r  it occurred,  yes .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  major i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
happened during t h e  morning? I understand t h a t  you d i d  
not  s e e  t h e  d i t c h  wi th  bodies  i n  it. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q You had no p a r t i c u l a r  con tac t  wi th  Lieutenant  
CALLEY? 

A. No, a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i n  moving through 
t h e  v i l l z g e ,  I scssiS1y ccul2  have seen him once and t h a t  
was t h e  e x t e n t  of it. 

Q. You a l s o  s t a t e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  you r e c a l l  
it took about an hour f o r  t h e  platoons t o  move through 
the  v i l l a g e .  

A.  A t  l e a s t  an hour ,  y e s ,  poss ib ly  longer  t h a n  
t h a t ,  I know it was a p r e t t y  good length  of time. 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know Captain MEDINA? 

A. Well, i n  Hawaii I worked with--well,  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p lace ,  Char l ie  Ba t t e ry  was a t t ached  t o  t h e  1/20 as  
a support  battery, so I had worked with most of the  company 
commanders on our  p r a c t i c e  opera t ions  over on t h e  i s l a n d .  
I had worked w i t h  Captain MEDINA two o r  t h r e e  times p r i o r  
t o  r e p o r t i n g  t o  where we s t a r t e d  choosing which company 
t h a t  we wanted t o  deploy wi th ,  a s  f a r  a s  going t o  Vietnam. 
A t  t h a t  time Captain MEDINA impressed me a s  being t h e  most 
r e a d i l y  a b l e  company commander. I had a g r e a t  dea l  of  
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r e s p e c t  f o r  him, t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q. I n  your  op in ion  d i d  he ma in t a in  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  company d u r i n g  t h e  morning a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. The normal procedure  was t h a t  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ,  
of  cou r se ,  knew what t hey  were t o  do; b u t  he was a lmos t ,  
a t  t i m e s ,  t o o  much i n  command of  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  He 
would main ta in  c o n t a c t  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  such a s  
t h i s ,  I n o t i c e d ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  some p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
would a c t u a l l y  n o t  even fo l low a  map because they  knew 
Captain  MEDINA was going t o  t e l l  them when t o  t a k e  a l e f t ,  
o r  when t o  t a k e  a r i g h t ,  and how many deg rees  t o  do it. 
But,  as f a r  a s  ma in t a in ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company, it would 
be--he d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  members 
of t h e  company b e s i d e s  t h e  people  i n  r e s e r v e  w i t h  t h e  CP 
group; b u t  a s  f a r  a s  r a d i o  c o n t r o l ,  I b e l i e v e  he  main ta ined  
good c o n t r o l  on t h e  r a d i o .  But I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  f o r  s u r e  
because,  I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  m.orning 
by any o f f i c e r s  from Task Force  Barker ,  o r  b r i g a d e ,  o r  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. This  is  something aga in  t h a t - - p e r s o n a l l y ,  I 
was no t  ap2roached. 3ilt, through grapevine  soilrces aiid 
i n  t h e  pape r s  I w a s  a l i t t l e  na ive  about  it b e f o r e  t h i s  
whole t h i n g  s t a r t e d ,  b u t  I ' m  a l i t t l e  l e e r y  of it now. 
I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had come down and 
in te rv iewed two o r  t h r e e  of  t h e  peop le  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. A s  f a r  as we know t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen i n  t h e  
morning. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y .  This  i s  t h e  morning of  t h e  same 
day. 

,-

Q. E i t h e r  wh i l e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was going on o r  
immediately a f t e r w a r d s ?  

A. No, t o  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  know of anybody. 

Q. W e  have s o  f a r  n o t  been a b l e  t o  p l a c e  any o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  t h a t  morning excep t  f o r  you, Captain  MEDINA, 
L ieu tenan t  LACROSS, L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS, 
and L i e u t e n a n t  J O H N S O N ,  an M I  o f f i c e r .  
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Do you r e c a l l  what  Char l i e  Company d i d  a f t e r  
leaving  M y  Lai ( 4 )  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day, t h e  16th? 

A. W e  moved i n  a somewhat sou theas t  d i r e c t i o n  
in- t h i s  a r e a  towards t h e  China Sea,  a t  which t ime w e  took 
a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  v i l l a g e ,  I 
don 't remember t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - A t  t h e  moment I was only th ink ing  o f  what the  
company d i d  up t o  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of the 1 6 t h .  We 
understand t h a t  they  iaagered  i n  with Bravo Company and 
spen t  t h e  n i g h t  genera l ly  t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  near  
a graveyard. Do-you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

Y e s , I  do. 

Q .  About t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce ,  d i d  you s e e  the 
National  Po l i ce  t h e r e  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. Y e s ,  we d i d  s e e  them. They en te red  t h e  
opera t ion  a f t e r  t h e  mission I be l i eve .  

Q .  What were they doing t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  j u s t  
accompanying i n  genera l .  

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 

A. T h e  S2 f o r  the  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q .  Did you s e e  him t h a t  a'fternoon? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he d id  come i n  wi th  the  Nat ional  
po l i ce  when they were jo in ing  the  opera t ion .  I t  seemed 
l o g i c a l  t h a t  he would be ou t  there . '  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  him ca r ry  a  c l ipboard?
Does t h a t  b r i n g  a p i c t u r e  t o  your mind? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know whether he took p a r t  i n  any
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  with t h e  Nat ional  Pol ice?  
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B/4/3 which w a s  l i f t e d  i n t o  a n  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  east o f  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on the 1 6 t h .  It  has  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  one 
p l a t o o n  of Bravo Company moved down a long  t h e  coast on t h e  
16 th .  Do you have any knowledge of t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  a c t u a l  u n i t  w a s .  I w a s  
under t h e  impress ion  it w a s  t h e  e n t i r e  company. But ,  t h e r e  
was, as we moved s o u t h ,  ano the r  u n i t  a long  t h i s  pen insu la -
type  th ing .  

Q. Y e s ,  Bravo Company, the e n t i r e  company, d id  
move down the coast on t h e  1 7 t h .  W e  have had some i n f o m a t i o n  
t h a t  one p l a t o o n  w a s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  16 th .  

A. On t h e  1 6 t h ?  

Q. Y e s .  

.A. I have no knowledge o f  t h a t .  W e  w e r e  n o t  i n  
a p o s i t i o n  t o  obse rve  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a r e p o r t  o r  even a rumor 
t h a t  t h e r e  may have been about  90  people  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
l i t t l e  hamlet  c a l l e d  Co Lay (2) a long  t h e  c o a s t  a t  about  
t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  My La i?  

A. N o .  

COL FRANKLIN: You s a y  you saw a VC woman g e t t i n g  k i i l e d .  
cou ld  you t e l l  us t h e  c i rcumstances?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h a t  
were t h a t  we had r e c e i v e d  a t r ansmis s ion  from one o f  the 

, h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ,  wilo s a i d  t h a t  he had observed a VC woman 
evading w i t h  a weapon o u t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g ) .  H e  had g iven  us t h e  l o c a t i o n  and we had gone o u t  t o  
t h e  a r e a  t o  see i f  w e  could p ick  h e r  up. A t  t h e  t ime,  I had 
observed one more person  l y i n g  a long  t h e  t r a i l  who w a s  
dead. I observed t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  had k i l l e d  
him o r  gunsh ips ,  as he w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  demolished. I t  
w a s n ' t  sma l l  arms f i r e .  I t  was e i t h e r  s m a l l  arms au tomat ic ,  
minigun, o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  More t h a n  l i k e l y  it was a gunship.  
Beyond t h i s  p o i n t  we--this  i s  ano the r  p o i n t  r i g h t  now t h a t  
I'm s t i l l  a l i t t l e  confused on. I c a n ' t  remember whether 
t h i s  person w a s  evad ing  s t i l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we g o t  t h e r e  
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and t h e  person was brought down with rocket  f i r e  a f t e r  being 
t o l d  t o  s t o p ,  o r  whether she was a l ready the re .  Like I s a y ,  
some of t h e s e  minor p o i n t s  a r e  very hard t o  remember, bu t  
we d i d  g e t  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  woman was l y i n g ,  and 
a t  t h a t  time w e  d i d n ' t  know it was a  woman. A l l  we knew 
was t h a t  t h i s  was a VC wi th  a  weapon. There was movement 
and Captain MEDINA f i r e d  a t  her, I suppose. 

Q- What range? 

A. Very c lose .  Four o r  f i v e  meters;  even c l o s e r  

than  t h a t ,  I imagine. 


Q- You were t o l d  t h a t  it was a VC w i t h  a  weapon 

by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  


A. Not myself personal ly ;  probably by t h e  company 

n e t .  


Q. How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. That it carte down through t h e  company n e t ?  

Q. Yes. Did you h e a r  t h a t  t ransmission? Did 

you hea r  somebody say something? 


.. A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  t ransmission.  

Q - How do you know it came down, then? Did t h e  

RTO t e l l  somebody t h a t ?  


A. No, t h e  word was t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  t ransmiss ion  
had come through, supposedly, t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC i n  t h e  
a r e a  wi th  a  weapon. W e  had g o t t e n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  from some- 
where and t h e r e  were only choppers f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  a rea .  

Q- Do you know which choppers they were? You 
had some Sharks suppor t ing  your l i f t  s h i p s .  You a l s o  had 
an aero-scout coIi~pany c a l l e d  t h e  Warlords which had a bubble, 
a h igh  and a low gun. Do you remember which of the  he l icop-  
ters it was t h a t  t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. No, I have no idea  which one it was. 
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Q - I t  w a s  p r e t t y  e a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t ,  wasn ' t  
it? A f t e r  you touched down? 

A. Probably over  2 hours.  Maybe, it could have 
been less. 

Q. You w e r e  i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  you 
went o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  f a r  as I remember, yes.  W e  had moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  as soon as we  had g o t t e n  i n t o  the 
v i l l a g e ,  we had moved back o u t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  some-
where. 

Q- Over t h e r e  t o  t h e  south? 

A. I t  w a s  f a i r l y  open rice paddies.  I t  wasn ' t  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q. Okay, i n  your mind what d i d  you t h i n k  when 
Captain MEDINA s h o t  t h i s  woman? 

A. I probably would have done t h e  same t h i n g  i f  
I had been a l i t t l e  f a s t e r .  

Q - . I t  w a s  a normal r e a c t i o n ?  

A. I th ink  so .  

Q - A VC wi th  a weapon, you s e e  a movement--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  way it was def ined ,  
as  f a r  a s  I was concerned. A VC with a  weapon and we were 
going over  t o  check it and t h e r e  was movement. W e  had 
too  many ins tances  where VC played dead; i n  f a c t ,  t he  br igade  
commander had a grenade thrown a t  him one time by a VC 
playing dead. 

Q - How about t h e  gunship? Did they prep i n s i d e  
the  v i l l a g e ?  ' 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  
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Q. Why do you b e l i e v e  so?  

A. W e l l ,  f o r  t h e  one reason,  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  I observed on t h e  way o u t  t o  t h i s  woman, 
I b e l i e v e ,  had been h i t  by gunships because the  e n t i r e  s i d e  
of h i s  head w a s  gone. I t  looked l i k e  mul t ip le  rounds, 
probably f i v e  o r  s i x  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  and he was p r e t t y  
we l l  chewed-up too .  From t h e  time we went i n ,  t h e r e  was 
con t inua l  f i r e  by the  gunships. Actua l ly ,  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
they d id  f i r e  rocke t s  and minigun. Out i n  t h i s  a rea  we 
had t h r e e  o r  f o u r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h r e e ,  evading VC with  
weapons t h a t  they  d i d  g e t .  When they g o t  t h e s e  t h r e e ,  
they f i r e d  on t h i s  v i l l a g e  he re .  

MR WEST: Let  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  in-  
d i c a t e d  t h e  r i c e  paddies between My Lai ( 4 )  and My Lai  
( 5 )  and t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 5 ) .  

COL FRANKLIN: So you saw those  gunships f i r e  i n t o  t h e  
hamlets? 

A. F i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  t r e e s ,  and t h e  hootches were 
under t h e  t r e e s .  

Q- They were f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  hamlet,  weren ' t  they? 

A. Right.  

Q. This body count,  d i d  you h e a r  t h e  body count 
being c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. When d i d  you f i n d  ou t  about i t ?  When d id  you 
f i n d  o u t  about C Company's body count f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. That would be very hard.  A s  f a r  as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
body count came o u t ,  I b e l i e v e  it was 1 2 6  t h a t  came out  
i n  the  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  the  f i r s t  time 
I heard t h a t  number of 1 2 8 ,  when I read  it i n  t h e  S t a r s  
and S t r i p e s .  

Q - What were your f e e l i n g s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. I t  w a s  a mixed f e e l i n g ,  I th ink ,  because I . 
had seen  two o r  t h r e e  smal l  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w e r e  undoubtedly 
p a r t  of t h i s  body count ,  and it was one of  i n q u i r y  i n t o  
the f a c t  t h a t  I began wondering a t  t h a t  t i m e  j u s t  how valid 
t h e  body count system w a s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q - You began t o  wonder a t  t h i s  t i m e  how va l id  
the  body count  system w a s .  You have no i d e a  who g o t  this 
number and where it came from? 

A. I have no i d e a  whatsoever. On something l i k e  
this, I would imagine p la toon l e a d e r s  made a count  of their 
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and re layed it back t o  Captain MEDINA; 
because, I c a n ' t  swear,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  Captain MEDINA 
d i d  a c t u a l l y  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  and t a k e  a body count 
himsel f -

Q - DO you b e l i e v e  t h a t  body count f i g u r e  as VC? 

Q- Yes. 

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  128. 

Q - VC? 

A. Winat :s your d e f i n i t i o n  of VC? 

Q. I ' m  n o t  going t o  g ive  you m y  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
VC. I t h i n k  you know what a VC is.  

A. I would say t h e r e  was 1 2 8  VC a t  least. 

Q You d i d n ' t  apparent ly  s e e  many bodies  i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d id .  This  was t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  was 
s o  s u r p r i s i n g '  a f te rwards  when these  l a r g e  numbers, 300 
and 4 0 0 ,  s t a r t e d  a r i s i n g  from the  papers. The one major 
group I saw on t h e  t r a i l  cons i s t ed  o f ,  I b e l i e v e ,  the  count 
was 1 7 .  W e  counted them i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  when t h e  CID man 
was t h e r e .  Moving up through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s e v e r a l  hootches 
t h a t  I d i d  observe d i d  have bodies  which, i f  a l l  t o t a l e d  
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up, would come t o  s i x - o r  e i g h t  more; b u t  I d i d  no t  take  a 
tharough t o u r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a - Were you with Captain MEDINA t h e  wholc time? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  moved i n t o  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I b e l i e v e  it was ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ) ,  
and a t  t h i s  t ime he was s e t t i n g  up a temporary CP and j u s t  
f ind ing  out  e x a c t l y  what had been going on and what was 
going on a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime, I moved o f f  j u s t  a s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  wi th  Sergeant  MARONEY a t  t h i s  t ime, j u s t  surveying 
c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  of the  v i l l a g e .  A t  t h i s  t i n e  we found 
two small  g i r l s  h id ing  behind a hootch. W e  brought them 
back t o  t h e  CP a r e a  and turned  them over  t o  an e l d e r l y  
fel low over  t h e r e .  

Q b  
 Why d i d  you b r i n g  them back? 

A. Well, because they were extremely f r ightened.  
They were i n  a s t a t e  of shock, and, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  
I wanted t o  g e t  some medical a t t e n t i o n  f o r  them. 

Q- Were you concerned t h a t  they  would be k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I was concerned they would be k i l led- -  
No, n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I wzsn ' t  t h a t  rcncerned &out  it 
because t h e  f i r i n g  had stopped. By t h i s  t ime t h e  cease-
f i r e  o r d e r  had been given. There were people moving throughout 
the  v i l l a g e  and it would have been a very s t u p i d  t h i n g  
t o  s t a r t  f i r i n g  again a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  o r d e r  had been 
given? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o  because t h e  f i r i n g  had ceased 
throughout t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. This  was about how many hours a f t e r  you had 
touched down? 

A. I c a n ' t  think--2 hours a t  l e a s t ,  maybe longer .  

Q- Was t h e r e  a l o t  of f i r i n g  going on during t h a t  
two hours o r  an hour and a h a l f  a f t e r  you g o t  down the re?  
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A. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  going on,  ye$, 
t h e r e  w a s .  

Q You were an FO. What d id  you th ink  about a l l  
the  f i r i n g  going on? 

A. Nobody c a l l e d  m e  f o r  art i l lery support .  I 
w a s  j u s t  w a i t i n g  t o  do my job. 

Q =  Didn ' t  t h a t  s t r i k e  you as r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ?  

A. I t  depends--because when you have g o t  a heavy 
volume of f i r e  going, it i s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  t e l l  s o m e t i m e s  
how much t h e  r e t u r n  volume is .  I d i d n ' t  know from the 
r e p o r t s ,  t h a t  I could h e a r  through t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  r a d i o ,  
how much r e t u r n  f i r e  we were g e t t i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q - A s  long as Char l i e  Company g o t  f i re - -d id  they
c a l l  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  n o t  when you're  g e t t i n g  it from the 
same p o i n t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  s t and ing  a t .  

Q. Your job i s  t o  provide a r t i l l e r y  suppor t ;  you ' re
going t o  go through a c e r t a i n  thought process;  you are 
going t o  want t o  know i f  you can he lp  them. You a r e  a 
smart  guy and you a r e  going t o  want t o  know what i s  going 
on. What d i d  yoii 'k'nkI I  ----W Q ~going on? 

A.  I had no i d e a  a t  f i r s t .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  u n t i l  
I got  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a r t e d  see ing  the  people,  and 
I knew t h a t  these  people were e i t h e r  evading o r  poss ib ly  
they were j u s t  f i r i n g  f o r  suppress ive  f i r e ,  I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q Did you know t h a t  j u s t  about everybody was 
be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  know t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Did you have a f e e l i n g  of shock? 
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A. Afterwards, yes. 

Q. When af te rwards?  

A. When t h e  f i r i q g  had stopped and I had seen 

t h e r e  w e r e  b'odies underneath hootches t h a t  w e r e  burning. 

The hootches were on f i r e .  


Q- When you had a l l  t h e  information you ever  had, 

t h e  maximum information t h a t  you had, which w a s  somewhere 

l a t e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what was your impression then  as t o  

what had happened? 


A. My genera l  impression of what had happened 

w a s  t h a t  it was a search  and d e s t r o y  mission,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  

w a s  destroyed . 

Q. A t  l e a s t  one man has s a i d  t h a t  you a r e  a compas-

s i o n a t e  man. Now, you had no fee l ing-- 


A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  of course I did--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That anything shocking had happen- 

ed. You admitted t h a t  some people had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  

you d i d  n o t  have a f e e l i n g  of t h e  enormity of a massacre? 


Q. I t  d i d  e n t e r  your mind? 

A. Y e s ,  it d id .  

'-Q. Can I ask you why it d i d ,  then? 

A. Because t h e  company, everyone i n  t h e  company 
and myself ,  were no t  used t o  t h e  f a c t  of see ing  smal l  c h i l d r e n  
and women on a l a r g e  s c a l e  being k i l l e d  as  VC. This  is  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been t h a t  much gun f i r i n g  
i n  any opera t ion .  Throughout t h e  e n t i r e  company, t h e r e  
was a genera l  f e e l i n g  of depress ion  a f t e r  t h i s  e n t i r e  opera t ion  
was completed; and it las t ed - - I  t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few 
men during t h i s  t ime,  f o r  a week o r  2 weeks a f t e rwards ,  
and a l o t  of them had very many doubts i n  t h e i r  minds as 
t o  what a c t u a l l y  had gone on and why it had gone on, because 
without  a doubt,  t h e r e  had been what is termed c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
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A. You have an o b l i g a t i o n  to  r e p o r t  any a t r o c i t y  
t h a t  you see i n  a w a r  zone, 

Q .  You knew t h a t ?  This  d i d n ' t  appear t o  be  an 
a t r o c i t y ,  t h e s e  Vietnamese being s h o t  down? 

A. You are asking f o r  r a t i o n a l  answers about an 
i r r a t i o n a l  w a r ,  a w a r  t h a t  is  much d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  any o t h e r  
w e  have fought  up u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is n o t  
o n l y  u n f a i r ,  b u t  i t ' s  hard  t o  answer. 

Q .  I understand t h a t  it is  p u t t i n g  you on t h e  spo t .  
D o  you t h i n k  a l o t  of men i n  C Company t h i n k  l i k e  you do? 

A. I r e a l l y  don' t know. The only people t h a t  I 
knew f a i r l y  i n t i m a t e l y  w e r e  m y  RTO and my recon sergeant .  

Q Didn ' t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a l l  seem--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You're brought  up i n  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  
and a s o c i e t y  i n  which k i l l i n g  i s  wrong. A l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  when 
you t r a i n  a man f o r  2 y e a r s  t o  do noth ing  b u t  k i l l  and you put 
him i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  where he i s  walking through v i l l a g e s  i n  
jeopardy of l o s i n g  h i s  l i f e  a t  any second f o r  an e n t i r e  12-
month pe r iod ,  h i s  th ink ing  changes about k i l l i n g ,  and t h e  
impression of k i l l i n g  i s  n o t  as s t rong .  He d o e s n ' t  f e e l  a t  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  moment, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he is  h igh ly  t e n s e  f o r  
an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  could be r a t i o n a l i z e d  very e a s i l y  
i n  a l o t  of peoples '  minds. 

MR WEST: I ga the r  from what you have s a i d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON, 
t h e  C I D  man, and perhaps from your testimony today t h a t  you 
had a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  men i n  moving through My La i  ( 4 )  and 
i n  k i l l i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a s  they d i d  were a c t i n g  i n  accor-
dance wi th  o rde r s  a s  they understood them? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  very f i rmly .  They 
were a c t i n g  i n  accordance wi th  o rde r s .  And, t h e  f i r m  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  I g o t  was t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  source was h igher  than 
Task Force Barker i t s e l f .  

Q D i d  it g i v e  you any d i f f i c u l t y ,  i n  what I might
c a l l  a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  t h a t  some of  t h e s e  r e s i d e n t s  were 
l i t t l e  bab ies ,  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren?  You f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  babies  
w e r e  k i l l e d  under o rde r s?  
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A. The only r a t i o n a l e  f o r  k i l l i n g  i n f a n t s  would be 
an extremely i d i o t i c  one, i n  t h a t  they  had a chance of grow-
i n g  up t o  be a VC someday. That is  t h e  only one t h a t  I can 
poss ib ly  see, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was. 

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me ~ s kyou one more ques t ion  along t h i s  
genera l  l i n e .  You a r e  aware, of course ,  t h a t  what happened 
a t  My La i  ( 4 )  w a s  n o t  genera l ly  known u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  and t h a t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  it w a s  n o t  known t o  Headquarters,  Department of t h e  
Amy, u n t i l  A p r i l  1969, when a l e t t e r  from a man named 
RIDENHOUR w a s  rece ived  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  Defense. This l e t -
ter s t a r t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Inspec to r  General  i n  t h a t  
month of A p r i l  1969. I wonder i f  you have any i d e a  a s  t o  why 
t h e  events  of t h a t  morning i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  were n o t  r epor ted  i n  
t h e  usual  way? 

A. T o  g e t  back t o  some of  t h e  o r i g i n a l - s t a t e m e n t s  
about t h e  mental s t a t e  of t h e  company a t  t h i s  t ime,  very 
poss ib ly  t h e  reason t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  r epor ted  a s  it has 
been repor ted  now a s  a massacre, is t h a t  t h e r e  was, I ima-
gine ,  a g r e a t  b i t  of mental  turmoi l  going on i n  t h e  minds 
~f t h e  people i n  t h e  company, t r y i n g  t o  decipher  whether,  
t r y i n g  t o  p i n  t h i s  t h i n g  down, a s  t o  whether is was r i g h t  
o r  wrong. A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, it took me u n t i l  t h e  
C I D  man came around t o  a c t u a l l y  p i n  it down i n  my own 
mind. So, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  poss ib ly  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  people 
who were t h e r e  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  dec ide  about t h i s  mat ter .  
So, f o r  t h i s  reason,  I t h i n k  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  Lhe company 
was s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, it was considered by people i n  t h e  
company t o  be a r i g h t  t h i n g  by t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  people.  

Q Did you hea r  anything 'about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t -My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  When was t h i s ?  

Q. Immediately a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

A. No, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  heard o r  saw 
i n  w r i t i n g  how t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted. 

Q- While you were h e r e  i n  Vietnam working wi th  t h e  
company, d i d  anyone come around and ques t ion  you about it 
and say t h a t  he w a s  making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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Q. Did anyone ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ?  
1 

A. No. No one t o l d  m e  t o  keep q u i e t  about it, 

Q. W e r e  you aware of any such i n s t r u c t i o n s  being 
given t o  t h e  men of  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Only through t h e  newspaper media. This is some-
t h i n g  t h a t  came o u t  r e c e n t l y ,  and t h a t  was t h e  only knowledge 
t h a t  I had of it.. 

Q .  Did you touch upon t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of 
Char l ie  Company towards t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A. Tha t ' s  a very changing a t t i t u d e .  When I f i r s t  
en tered  t h e  country,  I flew i n  with the  advance p a r t y  of t h e  
brigade. Char l ie  Company was assigned as  per imeter  defense 
f o r  br igade  base camp, which was a t  LZ Carantan a t  Duc Pho. 
A t  t h a t  t ime, w e  f lew i n t o  Chu Lai  and convoyed down south t o  
Duc Pho. We made s e v e r a l  s tops  along t h e  way i n  which the  peo- 
p l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  of course ,  would congregate around the  con-
voy. A t  t h i s  time I had a f e e l i n g  of compassion f o r  the  people 
because it w a s  a s tandard  of l i v i n g  t h a t  I had never seen o r  
been i n  c o n t a c t  with.  Throughout my t o u r  i n  Vietnam t h i s  was 
something t h a t  very much preyed on my mind, t h a t  we were t h e r e  
t o  g e t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  through winning t h e i r  h e a r t s  and minds. 
To do t h i s  you have t o  go i n t o  these  i n d i v i d u a l  v i l l a g e s  and 
give them t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  defend themselves and then advise  
them on updating t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s tandard  of l i v i n g .  This 
was something t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  very much . i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
a rea  t h a t  I was i n .  I i n t e r p r e t  these  people as having t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  defend themselves i f  they have t h e  weaponry 
and the  advisors  t o  do it;  they wanted t o ,  b a s i c a l l y .  The 
t h i n g  was t h a t  they were so i s o l a t e d  i n  these  a reas .  Most 
of these  v i l l a g e s  had no choice bu t  t o  suppor t  t h e  VC i n  these  
p a r t i c u l a r  a reas .  I r e a l i z e  t h i s  is  a l l  p r e t t y  genera l  know- 
ledge t o  you.' So, throughout t h e  t o u r  we would come i n  c o n t a c t  
with Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  and w e  would ask them, "Have you seen 
the VC?" , o r  "Where are t h e  minef ie lds?"  Throughout t h e  t o u r  
we would come i n  c o n t a c t  with people t h a t  were c l a s s i f i e d  and 
def ined  a s  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants. S t i l l  we would 
ask them a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  time along the  t r a i l  i f  they had 
seen any VC o r  i f  they knew of any booby t r a p s  along the  t r a i l  
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o r  i n  t h e  a r e a s .  It  was always "No" o r  "No, t h e r e ' s  n o t " ,  no 
knowledge of t h i s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  wors t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
had been walking i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  minef ie ld  i n  which we 
l o s t  approximately 2 5  people. There had been c o n t a c t ,  s h o r t l y  
be fo re ,  wi th  s o  c a l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants. So t h i s  one 
f a c t  was impressed upon me: t h a t  t h e  people,  al though i n  
a l o t  of ins t ances  they d i d n ' t  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  defend 
themselves from t h e  VC, had s t i l l  chosen t h e  s i d e  of t h e  VC. 
In. any o t h e r  w a r  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  anybody e l s e  has 
been involved i n ,  anyone a id ing  t h e  enemy i s  considered a s  
much an enemy a s  t h e  one ca r ry ing  t h e  gun. I considered t h e  
l i t t l e  o l d  lady walking down a t r a i l ,  t h a t  had j u s t  come out  
of a mined a r e a ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  t e l l  U.S. t roops  t h a t  t h a t  mined 
area was t h e r e ,  as much a VC a s  t h e  19-year o l d  boy ca r ry ing  
an AK-47. I t h i n k  t h a t  as f a r  a s  t a l k i n g  t o  a . c i v i l i a n  and 
t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  on t h a t  b a s i s ,  they  wouldn ' t  understand 
u n t i l  they  had been t h e r e  and had t h e i r  l i f e  endangered f o r  a 
yea r  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  There is  j u s t  two ways t o  go 
about it: win t h e  t h i n g  o r  no t .  

Q. Then, is  it f a i r  t o  say t h a t  t h e  men of t h e  
company i n i t i a l l y  had a f r i e n d l y  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  Viet-  
namese people w i t h  whom they  had come i n t o  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  t h i s  
was considerably tempered by t h e i r  l a t e r  experiences? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I th ink  they maintained t h e  same f e e l -
ing  even a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  f o r  t h e  people.  I be-
l i e v e  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  of t h e  people i n  t h e  company t h a t  
were suppor t ing  orphans a t  t h i s  t ime and d i d  accep t  t h e  
monetary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of suppor t ing  orphans throughout 
t h e  a r e a  where we had been. And, I t h i n k  they maintained 
a f a i r l y  good r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  people t h a t  they had come i n  
c l o s e  con tac t  wi th .  But when you a r e  i n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  
and people have been def ined  a s  VC, t hen ,  of course ,  your 
th ink ing  changes. 

Q. I have two o t h e r  genera l  ques t ions .  Did t h e  
missions of Char l i e  Company change any a f t e r  My La i  o r  were 
they  about t h e  same a s  they 'd  been before?  

A.  This depends on t h e  a r e a  you were working i n .  
My La i  w a s  k ind  of a  roving type opera t ion ,  where we would 
go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  5 t o  10 days sometimes, and j u s t  
c i r c u l a t e  between Dot t i e  and Uptight .  We would go i n t o  
v i l l a g e s ,  and every once i n  a whi le  t h e r e  would be an 
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organized medicare-type t h i n g  where we would have medics i n  
t h e  area and we would g e t  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  
l o c a t i o n  and adminis te r  medical a i d  t o  anybody t h a t  needed 
it. It was j u s t  more of a pol ice- type a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  par-  
t i c u l a r  area. A s  w e  moved o u t  of Task Force Barker, w e  jump-
ed around q u i t e  a b i t  throughout t h e  southern p o r t i o n  of t h e  
AO, We d i d  g e t  up around Danang, and we g o t  w e s t  of Danang 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  mountains a t  t imes.  This w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  
of opera t ion  because it was p r e t t y  heavi ly  NVA. This  was 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  what is c a l l e d  "Antenna Valley,  " I 
b e l i e v e ,  where t h e  196th had t w o  companies a l m o s t  wiped 
out .  So t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h e r e  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  b u t  
t h e  con tac t  wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  t h a t  a rea  w a s  q u i t e  a 
b i t  less. There were very few a c t u a l l y  populated v i l l a g e s  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  we d i d  encounter w e  
usua l ly  drew s n i p e r  f i r e  a s  we moved around t h e  v i l l a g e .  
General ly ,  t h e  opera t ions  s tayed f a i r l y  much t h e  same. 

Q . I n  November t h e r e  was some p r e s s  specu la t ion  
t h a t  some of t h e  men of Char l i e  Company may have been under 
t h e  in f luence  of marijuana on t h i s  morning of 16 March 1 9 6 8  
a t  My La i .  Do you know anything of t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  know whether on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  morn-
i n g  anyone was under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana. I know t h a t ,  
w e l l ,  of course you a l l  know t h a t  t h e  marijuana problem i n  
Vietnam i s  a very bad one r i g h t  now, and it w a s  then ,  t o o ,  
because it was s o  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  On one p a r t i c u l a r  in-  
s t ance ,  whi le  c ross ing  a r i v e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was--no, 
t h i s  wasn ' t  Task Force Barker,  t h i s  was sometime la ter .  While 
c ross ing  a  r i v e r ,  it was necessary t o  procure a few of t h e  boats  
t h a t  were along t h e  r i v e r  and p u t  equipment i n  them. We had 
a l i n e  across  t h e  r i v e r  and people had t o  s w i m  ac ross .  So there 
would be j u s t  a l a r g e  p i l e  of equipment on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  where 
people would t a k e  t h e i r  equipment from the  p i l e  a s  they came 
ac ross .  So, i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ins t ance ,  I s t ayed  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  r iverbank f o r  any a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  we poss ib ly  could 
have used f o r . s n i p e r  f i r e  coming i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  c ross ing .  
I s tayed u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  man had come across  and t h e  l a s t  equip- 
ment had been picked up, and I found a pack of c i g a r e t t e s .  I 
just picked them up because they weren ' t  wet and looked i n s i d e .  
I cou ldn ' t  he lp  but n o t i c e .  I t  was a  Camel pack, b u t  t h e r e  were 
no Camels i n  it; they were a l l  r o l l e d  marijuana. So I know t h e r e  
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w a s  i n s t a n c e s  where t h e r e  was "pot1' being smoked. A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  
concerned, though, t h e  people t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  about i t - - t h e r e  
w a s  no way t h a t  you could poss ib ly  c o n t r o l  i t ,  even f o r  p la-  
toon l e a d e r s ,  There is no way you can c o n t r o l  very w e l l  t h e  
smoking of marijuana. So I th ink  t h e  genera l  understanding 
w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a l o t  t h a t  you can do about it. So, 
i f  you a r e  going t o  smoke it, w a i t  u n t i l  you ' r e  back i n  t h e  
base camp and y o u ' r e  no t  on perimeter  guard,  jeopardiz ing  
your own l i f e  and poss ib ly  your buddies '  l i f e .  Most of t h e  
boys i n  C h a r l i e  Company understood t h i s ,  and, I t h i n k ,  
respected  t h e  people leading  t h e  company enough t o  go along 
wi th  t h i s .  However, I c a n ' t  say whether t h e r e  were ins tances  
where people d i d  go out  on an opera t ion  under t h e  inf luence .  

Q. You a r e  not  aware t h a t  it had any s i g n i f i c a n t  
e f f e c t  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, I ' m  no t ,  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime I ' v e  heard it mentioned. 

MR WEST: Colonel MAHAFFEY has a number of ques t ions  t h a t  he 
wants t o  ask you. Af te r  t h a t ,  w e  would l i k e  you t o  g e t  wi th  
Colonel PATTERSON. H e ' l l  show you some photographs, and 
perhaps ask you some f u r t h e r  ques t ions  about movements through 
My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning and about t r a i n i n g .  I ' m  going t o  drop 
o u t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime and I want t o  thank you, 
M r .  ALAUX, f o r  coming h e r e  today. You made a very va luable  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  our  e f f o r t s .  You've been a g r e a t  he lp .  I 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  it has  been cons iderable  t r o u b l e  f o r  you t o  come 
he re ,  and w e  thank you very much. 

A. I r e a l l y  never have been t o  Washington before .  

MR. WEST: W e  a r e  very g r a t e f u l  t o  you. The hear ing  w i l l  be 
recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1145 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1155 hours ,  6 
January 1970 .) 
LTC MAHAFFEY: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC 
MAHAFFEY and MR ALAUX. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  ALAUX, t h e  purpose of t h e  ques t ions  
t h a t  I ' m  going t o  d i r e c t  t o  you i s  t o  a s s i s t  us  i n  f i l -
l i n g  i n  some of  t h e  d e t a i l s  concerning t h e  chronology 
of events  which l e d  up t o ,  and t o  some e x t e n t  occurred  
during what has  come t o  be c a l l e d  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i -
dent .  Inasmuch a s  t h e r e  has  been a cons iderable  pe r iod  
of t i m e  t h a t  has  e l apsed  s i n c e  t h e  M y  La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  
I w i l l  t r y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h e  substance of p r i o r  
testimony of o t h e r  wi tnesses .  Perhaps t h i s  w i l l  r e f r e s h  
your memory a s  t o  what d i d  occur .  

I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  go back i n i t i a l l y  t o  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  took p lace  on t h e  15 th  of March a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  and t e l l  us  about Captain MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g ,  where 
we understand he  c a l l e d  a l l  o r  most of t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
t o  address  them c o l l e c t i v e l y .  

You d iscussed  previous ly  with M r .  WEST t h e  
memorial s e r v i c e  which had been h e l d  a t  some time f a i r l y  
c l o s e  t o  Captain MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g .  We have cons ide rab le  
testimony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  may, i n  
fact, have occurred on t h e  same af te rnoon,  t h a t  is on t h e  
af ternoon of t h e  15th  and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c a l l i n g  togeth-
er of t h e  company. I n  f a c t ,  wi tnesses  have s a i d  they  
went d i r e c t l y  from t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  t o  Captain MEDINA's 
b r i e f i n g .  D o  you r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  t h a t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  way 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  occurred,  r i g h t  on t h e  h e e l s  of t h e  memorial 
s e r v i c e ?  

A. This  could be very t r u e  because it was my 
impression, my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  proximity of t i m e  
was very,  very c lose .  I t  could have been t h a t  day o r  
t h e  day before.  I did no t  a t t e n d  it myself personal ly .  

Q You d id  no t  a t t e n d  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. No, I d id  n o t  f o r  t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  reason.  
It is n o t  very we l l  f i x e d  i n  my mind b u t  it was i n  very  
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c l o s e  proximity t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  wi th in  a day. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  i f  Lieutenants  CALLEY, BROOKS, 
and LACROSS were a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  they wels.  

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  during t h e  course of Captain 
MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  company as  a  whole, o r  i n  any 
s e p a r a t e  d i scuss ion  which you may have had wi th  him, any 
re fe rence  t o  remarks made by Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  b r i -  
gade commander, dur ing  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  b r i e f i n g  which a l -
luded t o  t h e  r e t r i e v a l  of enemy weapons by women, c h i l d r e n ,  
o r  o l d  men who were sympathetic t o  t h e  VC? There has been 
some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  remarks were made by Colonel HENDERSON 
a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  a s  p a r t  of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
b r i e f i n g ,  i n  which he b a s i c a l l y  appeared t o  be. t r y i n g  t o  
po in t  o u t  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of aggress ive ly  c l o s i n g  with t h e  
enemy i n  o rde r  t o  prevent  weapons r e t r i e v a l  by t h e  VC 
sympathizers.  

A. I t  is a very l o g i c a l  p o i n t .  This was t h e  
reason your body counts r i g h t  now a r e  no t  comparable t o  
the  weapons captured counts .  When c l o s e  c o n t a c t  i s  en-
countered i n  v i l l a g e s ,  i f  t h e  VC i s  k i l l e d  with a  weapon 
and t h e r e  i s  a v i l l a g e r  i n  t h e  c lose  proximity,  he w i l l  
r e t r i e v e  it and h ide  it f o r  f u t u r e  use.  But, a s  f a r  a s  
weapons and Colonel HENDERSON making t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s ta tement  a t  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  briefing, I do no t  remember 
anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA himself exp la in  t o  t h e  

men why it w a s  important  f o r  them t o  c l o s e  aggress ive ly  

with t h e  enemy i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent  t h i s  from happening, 


- weapons be ing  r e t r i e v e d ?  

A. Very poss ib ly  so .  I say again ,  I d i d  n o t  
s t a y  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i e f i n g  because I had a l l  t h e  in fo r -  
mation t h a t  I needed f o r  my p a r t i c u l a r  phase, and I had t o  
ge t  t o  t h e  TOC. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. No. 

Q 1  
 Do you r e c a l l  dur ing  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of Captain 
MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  which you d i d  a t t e n d  whether o r  n o t  he 

47  APP T-68 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

made re fe rence  t o  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  e s t i m a t e  o r  information 
which had been rece ived  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  women and c h i l -
dren  would be o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  by 0700 hours t h e  fol lowing 
morning on t h e i r  way t o  market? 

A. Right. This  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  brought  o u t  i n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  and it was t h e  impression t h a t  they  would be out 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  the opera t ion .  

Q S  You a l s o ,  i n  your d i scuss ion  wi th  M r .  WEST, 
i nd ica ted  o r  made re fe rence  t o  some type o r  p r i o r  warning 
t h a t  had been given t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of My Lai .  W a s  
t h i s  method of p r i o r  warning o r  t h e  p r i o r  warning i t s e l f  
d iscussed  by Captain MEDINA during t h e  course of h i s  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, t h i s  again i s  something--as an o v e r a l l  
impression, I myself had t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
e i t h e r  a l e a f  l e t  drop o r  a broadcas t .  

Q - Now, t h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  testimony of 
a l o t  of wi tnesses .  My d i f f i c u l t y  is determining how they 
gained t h a t  impression. Who t o l d  them and when? You a r e  
no t  saying  anything d i f f e r e n t .  We a r e  j u s t  n o t  a b l e  t o  
determine where they g o t  t h a t  information.  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  information,  I th ink  t h e  
impression was given i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ;  b u t  I cannot 
t e s t i f y  t o  t h a t  because t h e  th ing  has come out  i n  t h e  paper. 
P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time I had given thought t o  t h e  f u l l  i n c i d e n t .  
But those  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  such as t h i s  one, have n o t  en te red  
my mind t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  where I can r e a l l y  p i n  it 
down as  t o  where it was and what t h e  a c t u a l  word was t h a t  
was given. 

Q. You were aware t h a t  a prep was going t o  be  
placed e i t h e r  i n  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  fol lowing 
morning a s  a r e s u l t  of Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  were you 
not?  

A. Yes .  

Q P r i o r  warning, t h e r e f o r e ,  would have been a 
major cons idera t ion  o r  should have been a major consider-
a t i o n  i n  connection with t h i s  prep. blight it have been i n  
cons idera t ion  with t h i s  t h a t  he o r  someone e l s e  mentioned 
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the  ques t ion  of p r i o r  warning? 

A. Yes, it could very w e l l  have been i n  t h a t  
. p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

No, I don ' t .  

Q During h i s  b r i e f i n g  o r  subsequent t o  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  and again i n  personal  d i scuss ions  wi th  you, d i d  
he e l a b o r a t e  a t  a l l  on t h e  bus iness  of t h e  prep being 
planned on t h e  v i l i a g e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was any impression 
made upon myself t h a t  t h e  prep i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  would be 
upon t h e  v i l l a g e .  The normal procedure i s  t o  prep t h e  LZ, 
and i n  c e r t a i n  opera t ions  such a s  t h i s  t h e r e  would be no 
prep a t  a l l  because of t h e  c l o s e  proximity of t h e  inhab i t ed  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- Had you ever  placed a r t i l l e r y  in t he  form of 
a p rep  t h i s  t i g h t  a g a i n s t  a v i l l a g e  i n  previous opera t ions?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  Task Force Barker,  no, because most 
of our  opera t ions  were conducted--they weren ' t  a i r  opera-
t i o n s .  They would be j u s t  search  and c l e a r .  

Q I ' m  asking you a s  an FO i n  your previous 
experience i n  s i t u a t i o n s  where a r t i l l e r y  preps were t o  
be f i r e d  on o r  very c lose  t o  an inhab i t ed  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were i n c i d e n t s  where an a r t i l l e r y  
prep would be f i r e d  i n  very c lose  proximity t o  an inhab i t ed  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time? 

A. Tha t ' s  something again.  This was about h a l f -
way through my 6 months t o u r  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  A l o t  of our 
opera t ions  were C A ' s  o r  a i r l i f t s .  Most of t h e  preps t h a t  
were conducted were around t h e  mountains o r  a f a i r l y  open 
area .  I b e l i e v e ,  and t h i s  I c a n ' t  t e s t i f y  t o ,  you would 
have t o  go and check FDC records  on t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  have 
been s e v e r a l  preps i n  c l o s e  proximity of v i l l a g e s .  

Q. So t h a t  t h e  knowledge t h a t  t h e  prep was going 
i n  o r  c lose  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  made no p a r t i c u l a r  impression a t  
that time? 
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A. It always impressed m e  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  
going i n  on a v i l l a g e ,  and it w a s  something I thought 
about q u i t e  a b i t  when I was a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r . '  
I w a s  v e r b a l l y  reprimanded q u i t e  a  few times by t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander who I was working f o r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. 1 worked f o r  a l l  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  as l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r ,  and i n s t a n c e s  d i d  occur  la ter  on where v i l l a g e s  
were def ined  as VC. I t h i n k  t h a t  happened a few t i m e s ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  would be a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  very edge o f  
the  v i l l a g e  o r  i n  a very c l o s e  proximity. 

Q - But t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  d i scuss ion  between 
you and Captain MEDINA with  r e s p e c t  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
prep  w a s  going on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, t h e r e  wasn ' t  because I myself wasn ' t  aware, 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  prep w a s  a c t u a l l y  going on t h e  v i l -  
lage .  A l l  I had w a s  t h e  LZ, and my primary cons ide ra t ion  
i s  s e t t i n g  up a  t a r g e t  r o s t e r  of defensive t a r g e t s  t o  be 
used i n  case of c o n t a c t  from any p o i n t  around t h e  LZ. Of 
course,  I had t a r g e t s  p l o t t e d  on t h e  v i l l a g e  i f  w e  d i d  
s t a r t  drawing f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as 
a c t u a l l y  knowing-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I have had some experience 
wi th  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  and FO's; and it is 
normal f o r  t h ~  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  keep h i s  
F O ' S ,  h i s  company F O ' s ,  t i e d  i n  c lose ly  with t h e  p lans .  
Captain VAZQUEZ has t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was aware t h a t  the  
prep was t o  be placed both on t h e  western edge of the  
v i l l a g e  and on t h e  LZ. Did he d i scuss  t h i s  with you a t  
any time p r i o r  t o  the  a c t u a l  prep being f i r e d ?  

A. No, Captain VAZQUEZ, I d o n ' t  know how t o  
expla in  it. I f e l t  t h a t  most of t h e  time i n  t h e  f i e l d  
I was n o t  being kept  informed as  much as  I could have 
been by my l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  This was something I worked 
on when I was l i a i s o n  o f c i c e r ,  t r y i n g  t o  keep my FO's 
informed of what was going on,  not  only i n  t h e i r  opera- 
t i o n s ,  but poss ib ly  inzormed as  t o  o t h e r  opera t ions ,  a l s o .  

Q. I n  t h i s  case, d i d  he read you i n t o  t h e  p lans  
of the  prep? 
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A. No. 

Q- M r .  WEST o r  Colonel  FRANKLIN asked you about 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  g e t t i n g  revenge.  I would l i k e  f o r  you 
t o  t h i n k  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  now. Did o r  d i d  n o t  Captain  MEDINA, 
du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  make r e f -  
e r ence  t o  t h e  p rev ious  c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  r a t h e r  f r u s t r a t i n g  
type of o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  C Company had been involved  i n  up t o  
t h a t  t i m e  and,  i n  t h a t  connec t ion ,  t hen  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  ho ld  of  t h e  enemy 
and t o  g e t  even f o r  some of  t h e  t ypes  o f  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
occur red .  I ' m  n o t  implying t h a t  t h i s  i s  bad. I ' m  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  unders tand  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which it might have 
been s a i d .  

A. Tha t  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t e x t  and impress ion 
t h a t  w a s  g iven  i n  the b r i e f i n g .  

Q. To g e t  ho ld  o f  t h e s e  guys? 

A. Y e s .  T h i s ,  from a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e s ,  was 
going t o  be  t h e  h e a v i e s t  c o n t a c t  w e  had e v e r  been i n ,  and 
we would d e f i n i t e l y  c a t c h  them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  and 
t h i s  would be  as you s a i d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  
words he  used o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h a t  was t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n .  

CT- W e  are a t  a l o s s  t o  de te rmine  when and how t h e  
p l ans  f o r  u n i t  movements which took p lhce  on t h e  17 th  and 
18t.h w e r e  developed.  W e  unders tand  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  
16 th  w e r e  q u i t e  d e t a i l e d ,  bo th  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  b r i e f i n g  
and i n  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g .  But t h e r e  was apparent-
l y ,  d u r i n g  t h o s e  b r i e f i n g s ,  l i t t l e  o r  no r eco rds  made as 
t o  what t h e  company w a s  going t o  be  do ing  on t h e  subsequent  
days ,  t h e  1 7 t h  and 18 th .  Do you r e c a l l ,  du r ing  t h e  1 5  March 
b r i e f i n g  by MEDINA, any r e f e r e n c e  made t o  t h e  p l a n  o r  scheme 
f o r  t h e  1 7 t h  and 18 th  o r  t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. My g e n e r a l  impress ion ,  t h i n k i n g  back,  w a s  t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  a t  My L a i ,  w e  would move through 
s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. This  is on t h e  16 th  now? 

A. Right .  

Q- You w e r e  aware t h a t  you were going t o  l i n k  up 
wi th  Bravo Company f o r  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q- How about t h e  fol lowing day, and t h e  day a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A. I th ink  as f a r  a s  p r i o r  b r i e f i n g  as t o  what w a s  
going on the nex t  few days was f a i r l y  sketchy. Poss ib ly ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  people i n  t h e  company t h a t  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  know 
what was going t o  happen a f t e r  t h a t ,  al though I d i d  know w e  
were going t o  move south.  

Q- Did you know t h a t  on t h e  15th? O r ,  is it more 
probable t h a t  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  movement t o  t h e  sou th  
and your movement on t h e  18th  were developed on t h e  even-
i n g  of t h e  16th?  

A. I th ink  that i s  more p r ~ b a b l ebecause t h a t  w a s  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  movenent of t h e  people o u t  of t h e  area. 
W e  d i d  f i n a l l y  ca tch  up t o  them and t h e r e  w a s  the South 
Vietnamese Navy, I guess,  who were checking people as they  
were going ac ross  the r i v e r  when we g o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  bound-
ary of t h e  A0 j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai. 

Q- But h e r e  again ,  w a s  t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  between 
you and Captain VAZQUEZ t h a t  you can r e c a l l  a s  t o  what you 
were going t o  be doing the  fol lowing day? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  normal procedure,  I would have checked 
i n  with him. A s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  doing t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  r emem-
be r .  I t  was something--on t h e  f i r e  base I would check wi th  
him every day j u s t  f o r  genera l  knowledge and j u s t  s t a y  i n  
con tac t  wi th  him as  much a s  poss ib le .  Very poss ib ly  I d i d  
t a l k  t o  him t h e  evening before  t h e  opera t ion .  But a s  f a r  
as h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  the  p lans  t h a t  had been made, they 
d i d  no t  inc lude ,  I t h i n k ,  moving south a f t e r  we had gone 
through t h e  i n i t i a l  ope ra t ion .  

Q e  That  is on t h e  15th? I t  d i d  n o t  inc lude  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q We'have had some testimony t h a t  subsequent t o  
t h e  time when Captain MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
f o r  a b r i e f i n g  which yoa have descr ibed ,  l a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  
t h e r e  was another  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA a t tended only 
by t h e  key personnel  of the  company, s p e c i f i c a l l y  p la toon 
l eaders  and p la toon s e r g e a n t s ,  t o  d iscuss  the  opera t ion  t o  
be conducted the  next  morning, and t h a t  during t h e  course 
of t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  was a d i scuss ion  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  
p a r t  of one of t h e  platoon se rgean t s  as  t o  what d i f f e r e n c e s  

(ALAUX) 52 APP T-68 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t h e r e  were between search  and c l e a r  operati .ons,  the type 
of opera t ions  t h e  company had been involved i n  up t o  t h a t  
time, and t h e  search  and des t roy  o p e r a t i ~ n  which was t o  
be conducted t h e  next  day. Do you r e c a l l  s.uch a meeting , 

having occurred,  a subsequent meeting? 

A. No, i t ' s  SOP t h a t  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon ser-
geants ,  and myself and o t h e r  personnel  t h a t  a r e  involved 
would be c a l l e d  toge the r  by t h e  company commander, and t h e r e  
would be a d e t a i l e d  b r i e f i n g  given and over lays  would be 
handed ou t  a t  t h i s  time f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  assignments. 
I would have my t a r g e t  l i s t  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  t ime. Each 
p la toon l e a d e r  would rece ive  a t a r g e t  overlay f o r  h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  map. 

Q- By t a r g e t  over lay  do you mean a r t i l l e r y  t a r g e t  
overlay? 

A. A r t i l l e r y  f o r  defens ive  t a r q e t s  t o  be used f o r  
the  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  cen te r .  I d o n ' t  know whether it 
was a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  what t h e  reason i s  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  has  no t  impressed i t s e l f  i n  my mind 
more, b u t  r i g h t  now it does n o t  impress me what was s a i d .  The 
normal procedure would be f o r  each p la toon l e a d e r  t o  g e t  h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  and make s u r e  t h a t  
everyone had t h e  over lays .  

Q- This was apparent ly  done i n  some detzi i l  i n  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  of t h e  e n t i r e  company? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  was some d e t a i l  t h e r e  and t h i s  i s  
why it d o e s n ' t  impress me too  much as  being t h e  normal-type, 
de ta i l ed - type  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  p l ~ t o o n  l e a d e r s  and myself 
l a t e r ,  because t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of d e t a i l  given i n  
the  company b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f .  Right now I c a n ' t  say f o r  
s u r e  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was a d e t a i l e d  b r i e f i n g  of pla-
toon l eader s .  

Q- E i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  fol lowing morning? 

A. Right.  I t  i s  something t h a t  d i d n ' t  impress me 
t h a t  much because I do relnember o t h e r  d e t a i l e d  b r i e f i n g s  
very c l e a r l y .  

Q. Where only t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon s e r -
geants ,  y o u r s e l f ,  and Captain MEDINA were involved? 
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A, Right. 

Q. This  was normal procedure? 

A. Right. 

Q- I n  your e a r l i e r  testimony you s t a t e d  a couple 
of t imes t h a t  you observed, and I th ink  took photographs 
o f ,  a r t i l l e r y  smoke, you s a i d ,  coming o u t  of the v i l l a g e .  
How do you know it was artillery smoke? W a s  it WP? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. It  was probably HE. I t  was 
smoke, t h e  volume of t h e  smoke i t s e l f .  I t  w a s  f a i r l y  
thick smoke and as f a r  as being WP, I cannot t e l l .  There 
were no f i r e s  t h a t  I observed from t h e  a i r .  Normally, a 
WP, o r  i f  you had any amount of WP i n  the area, would 
s t a r t  a few smal l  f i r e s .  

Q Could you c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  it from smoke 
that might have developed from rockets?  

A. Yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  I think from t h e  angle  and 
t h e  a l t i t u d e  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  from which I was t ak ing  
t h e  p i c t u r e ,  you can s e e  t h a t  t h e  smoke i s  r i s i n g  q u i t e  
a ways i n  the a i r  where rocket  smoke would have s t ayed  
q u i t e  low. 

Q- Was t h i s  smoke from an explosion from a round? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Did you a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  gunships f i r i n g  rockets  
and machineguns i n t o  both ,  o r  e i t h e r ,  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  My Lai  
(S)? 

A. There were, as  f a r  a s  I can remember, two gun-
sh ips  accompanying each l i f t  a s  they came i n .  Again, t h e  
normal procedure here  i s  t o  prep the  LZ i t s e l f  b u t  it was 
very mixed u p ' a t  t h i s  t ime. There were a l o t  of people on 
t h e  radio .  A s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  see ing  rounds going i n t o  
the  v i l l a g e  proper ,  it i s  very  har.6 t o  r e c o l l e c t  i f  
I d id  see  those.  But t h e  impression t h a t  I have now is  
t h a t  t h e r e  were gunships f i r i n g  i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  along 
the  t r a i l s  l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and rocke t s  being 
f i r e d  a l s o .  
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Q- Thi s  a p p l i e d  n o t  only  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  b u t  t o  
My La i  ( 5 ) ?  That  w a s  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  due n o r t h .  

A. Y e s .  

Q You a l s o  mentioned i n  your  e a r l i e r  tes t imony
t h a t  fo l lowing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  you had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
t h e  men of C Company o r  many of  t h e  men i n  C Company were 
going  through what you desc r ibed  a s  a mental  trauma. 
Can you d e s c r i b e  any v i s i b l e  s i g n s  t h a t  you may r e c o l l e c t  
o r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  may have caused you t o  g a i n  t h i s  
impress ion?  

A. No, on ly  an o v e r a l l  impress ion  t h a t  would g i v e  
m e  any i n d i c a t i o n  as t o  what was going th rough  t h e i r  minds 
w i thou t  s i t t i n g  down and l e t t i n g  m e  know what e x a c t l y  was 
going through t h e i r  minds a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The o v e r a l l  i m -
p r e s s i o n  w a s  t h e  company w a s  n o t  i n  a s t a t e  of dep re s s ion ,  
b u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  were impressed t o  t h s  p o i n t  where they  
w e r e n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  i ncapab le  of  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  mis-
s i o n ,  whatever  it might be  coming up; b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a sub-
dued-type cover  ove r  t h e  company. 

Q *  Then you t h i n k  it w a s  something t h a t  t h e  men 
by t h e i r  own admission had j u s t  r a t h e r  n o t  have t a l k e d  a-
bout?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q- To t h e i r  own admission,  j u s t  r a t h e r  n o t  have 
t a i k e d  about  i t ?  

A. I t ' s  up t o  the i n d i v i d u a l .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  M r .  ALAUX, I 
want t o  thank  you aga in  f o r  appear ing  b e f o r e  t h e  committee 
and t e l l  you thak  a f t e r  you l e a v e  Washington i f  you r e -
member any d e t a i l s  o r  i f  you shou ld  come a c r o s s  any ad-
d i t i o n a l  photographs ,  documents, o r  any th ing  of any t y p e  
t h a t  would be of  a i d  t o  t h e  committee, w e  would appre-
ciate your  c o n t a c t i n g  Colonel  BREEN and b r i n g i n g  t h a t  t o  our  
a t t e n t i o n .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .  I r e a l i z e  t h e  n a t u r e  of  such 
an i r r e g u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  There a r e  a l o t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  
American p u b l i c  w i l l  have t o  a d ~ n i tt o  themselves  and a l o t  
of t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  Army i s  going t o  have t o  admit t o  i t s e l f .  
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The only t h i n g  I r e a l l y  hope f o r  i s  t h a t  w e  can g ive  as 
much information as p o s s i b l e  s o  t h a t  something w i l l  come 
o u t  of t h i s  e n t i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f i rmly  b e l i e v e  that 
something w i l l  come o u t  of  it. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Thank you again.  

The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1225 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  was reconvened a t  1227 hours ,  6 
Janriary 1970. ) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  ALAUX, I would l i k e  t o  ask you one addi- 
t i o n a l  ques t ion .  Can you desc r ibe  f o r  t h e  conunittee your 
opinion of Lieutenant  CALLEY and of Lieutenant  CALLEY1s 
r e l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  men i n  h i s  platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  i n  genera l ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY, I b e l i e v e ,  
w a s  a  very consc ient ious  platoon l eader  i n  t h a t  he had a 
g r e a t  b i t  of compassion f o r  h i s  men and he looked o u t  f o r  
them as much as  p o s s i b l e  under t h e  circumstances.  The only 
p o i n t  t h a t  I d isagreed  w i t h ,  b u t  n o t  being an i n f a n t r y  
o f f i c e r  I c a n ' t  speak as  a q u a l i f i e d  source and I d o n ' t  
know which i s  b e s t  o r  which i s  a  b e t t e r  method of handl ing 
men i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  Lieutenant  CALLEY ,was very 
c lose  t o  h i s  men. H e  was on a first-name b a s i s  with a 
major i ty  of them. The genera l  impression t h a t  you would 
g e t  when observing them on f i r e  base work d e t a i l s  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  was t h a t  he was more one-of-the-gang than 
a c t u a l l y  be ing  i n  charge of t h e  opera t ion .  Whatever it 
might be : f f  l l i n g  sandbags, bu i ld ing  bunkers,  l a y i n g  w i r e ,  
e t  c e t e r a .  I want t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  myself making 
a value judgment  on_ t h i s ,  I ca::'t say because I was never i n  
command of a  platoon long enough t o  understand. 

Q- Your impression of h i s  approach t o  l eader sh ip  
was one of be ing  a n i c e  guy as  opposed t o  perliaps a more 
demanding, f o r c e f u l  type leadership?  
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A. Y e s .  I be l i eve  a t  t imes he was l a x  wi th  h i s  
men t o  a po in t .  That i s ,  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  could have been 
encroached upon without  too  much t r o u b l e .  

Q - Do you th ink  h i s  men l i k e d  him? 

A. I t ' s  ha rd  t o  say because myself ,  were I i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  of be ing  a s t r a i g h t - l e g  infantryman, I f e e l  
I would pe r sona l ly  want t o  maintain very c l o s e  c o n t a c t  
with my p la toon l eader .  I t  would be a very b u s i n e s s l i k e  
con tac t  because he i s  t h e  man i n  charge of t h e  e n t i r e  
platoon. A s  f a r  a s  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  men were concerned, 
I cannot say t h a t  they a c t u a l l y  r e spec ted  him more o r  
l e s s  than  any of t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  company. 

Q. Within a company t h e r e  i s  always an. on going
eva lua t ion  of t h e  performance of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p la toons .  
Would you c a t e g o r i z e  Lieutenant  CALLEY a s  be ing  an e f -  
f e c t i v e  p la toon l e a d e r  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  h i s  p la toon go t  
t h e  job done? 

A. That  i s  p u t t i n g  me on t h e  s p o t  again.  He d i d ,  
i n  t h e  normal opera t ion ,  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  assign-  
ment. Usually,  t h e r e  could have been more i n i t i a t i v e  used 
on h i s  p a r t ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  mission,  nor-
mally,  he would c a r r y  it out  t o  i t s  end r e s u l t .  

Q* Do you th ink  h i s  approach t o  l eader sh ip ,  being 
a n i c e  guy, r e s u l t e d  i n  any degradat ion  of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  
con t ro l  h i s  men i n  t h e  base  camp o r  i n  opera t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  always t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q - I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your opinion.  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  c o n t r o l  problem with h i s  people,  
I 'm n o t  su re .  Say, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t a l k i n g  back a s  you might 
c a l l  it t o  a l e a d e r  o r  a c t u a l l y  defy ing  him i n  any way; s o  
as  f a r  a s  my observat ions  go, no. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he had a 
con t ro l  problem b u t  I d i d  n o t  observe him i n  a l l  i n s t ances  
and I don' t know how-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How about on opera t ions?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  opera t ions  d i d  go, he had c o n t r o l  of 
h i s  p la toon a s  f a r  a s  I could observe.  
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Q .  Do you t h i n k  he  had c o n t r o l  of  them a t  M y  La i  
( 4 ) ?  

A. I have no i d e a  because we had moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and a c t u a l l y  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  I had s a w  him 
w a s  when w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  on t h e  choppers t h e  morning be-
f o r e  t h e  opera t ion .  I d i d n ' t  have wide v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  
as w e  came o f f  of t h e  choppers and t h i s  is where I l a s t  
s a w  him f o r  approximately 2 hours ,  maybe longer .  

Q - Do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. . No, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: I want t o  thank you again very much. 

The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1232 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1300 hours ,  6 
January 1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  LTC PATTERSON 
i s  p resen t .  

M r .  ALAUX, I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you 
a r e  s t i l l  under oa th  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you received 
e a r l i e r  t h i s  morning s t i l l  apply f o r  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  ses-
s ion .  

Have you s t a t e d  f o r  t h e  record when you joined 
o r  when you were a t t ached  t o  t h e  1/20? 

A. No, n o t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  record  i s  concerned. A s  
f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e ,  I d o n ' t  know. I t  would have t o  be 
t r a c e d  through o rde r s  bu t  it was probably p r i o r  t o  our  leav-
i n g  Hawaii a t  Schof ie ld  Barracks. 

Q Were you with them i n  Hawaii f o r  any of  t h e  t r a i n -
i n g  t h a t  was conducted t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, I w a s ,  f o r  approximately a month and a h a l f  
be fo re  we deployed t o  Vietnam. We had been working with a l l  
t h e  companies i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  a s  f a r  as  my b a t t e r y  i s  con-
cerned,  and then about a month and a h a l f  be fo re  we deployed, 
everybody chose t h e  company t h a t  they wanted t o  be a t t ached  
t o .  A t  t h i s  t ime I chose Char l i e  Company, Captain M E D I N A ' s .  
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Q *  The record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  1/20 advanced 
p a r t y  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 4 December 1967 and t h e  ba t -  
t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  and had a welcoming ceremony on 20 
December 196 7. Based upon what you j u s t  s a i d ,  wculd it 
be l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  you joined t h e  u n i t  i n  Hawaii 
sometime i n  t h e  October, November t ime frame of 1967. 

A. Y e s ,  n o t  a c t u a l l y  p h y s i c a l l y ,  b u t  a t t ached  
through o rde r s .  I was s t i l l ,  of course ,  working pr imar i ly  
wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q- Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
t h e  1/20 was conducting i n  November 1967? 

A. Y e s ,  I was p a r t  of t h e  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h a t  
w e  would go on t h e i r  ope ra t ions ,  on t h e i r  problems, and 
a c t  as forward observer .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o r  wi tness ing  
any of t h e  t r a i n i n g  concerning handl ing of de ta inees ,  
p r i s o n e r s  of war, Geneva Convention, o r  r u l e s  of engage-
ment t h e r e  i n  Hawaii with t h e  1/20? 

A. No, as far  a s  t h a t  type  of t r a i n i n g  I wouldn't  
have been p r e s e n t  f o r  it. I t  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e i r  own 
b i l l e t i n g  a r e a  and t h e i r  mn classrooms, 2nd I t  was in -
s t r u c t e d  by t h e i r  own personnel .  The only type  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  I went through wi th  them was f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  where 
you would be presented wi th  a problem and o b j e c t i v e s  and 
s o  f o r t h .  We would n a t u r a l l y  go wi th  them on t h e  problem 
t o  t h e  f i e l d .  A s  f a r  a s  classroom t r a i n i n g ,  I was n o t  
p resen t .  

Q. Afte r  your b a t t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam it 
p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  o r  had some t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  
it became f u l l y  opera t iona l .  What do you r e c a l l  about 
t h i s  type  t r a i n i n g ?  Approximately how long was i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  per iod  l a s t e d  a c t u a l l y  f o r  almost 
t h e  f i r s t  month t h a t  we were i n  country.  It cons i s t ed  p r i -  
mari ly  of classroom s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t h e r e  was no pre- 
v ious  t r a i n i n g ,  such a s  how t o  disembark and embark h e l i -  
cop te r s ,  what t h e  procedure is f o r  loading  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  e t  c e t e r a .  
We t r i e d  t o  g ive  a s  much a r t i l l e r y  information t o  t h e  pla-  
toon l e a d e r s  and t h e  platoon se rgean t s  and anybody e l s e  
i n t e r e s t e d ,  w i t h i n  our  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. 
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Q .  I am primar.i ly i n t e r e s t e d  no t  only i n  t h e  
tactical t r a i n i n g  o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  concerning g e t t i n g  
t h e  u n i t  t o  an o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  t r a i n -  
i n g  i n  t h e  Geneva Convention, r u l e s  of w a r ,  and o t h e r  
conducted a t  Duc Pho i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  area. 

A. A s  f a r  as t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Geneva Convention, 
r u l e s  of war, and s o  f o r t h ,  it would be  incorpora ted  i n t o  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  schedule f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  class hour or 
block of hours  o r  whatever it may be. I know t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  classroom s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t h e  Geneva Convention 
w a s  discussed.  I d o n ' t  know t h i s  f o r  s u r e  b u t  - t h i s  is 
something t h a t  should have been done. It  i s  ha rd  t o  s a y  
whether is  w a s  o r  not .  . 

Q. You d o n ' t  have any personal  knowledge? 

A. No, I never s a w  a t r a i n i n g  schedule,  s o  I c a n ' t  
say. The only t i m e  t h a t  I looked a t  a t r a i n i n g  schedule 
w a s  i f  I d i d  have a class and I can1t remember a c t u a l l y  
having an organized class a s  such while  we  w e r e  a t  Duc Pho. 
It w a s  more of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which some of t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  would g e t  with m e  and p l o t  
defens ive  t a r g e t s  around a per imeter .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-2, a ca rd  
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
card? 

A. Y e s ,  I have, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  t h e  circumstances surrounding 
where you saw it t o  t h e  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  Was it given 
t o  you? Did you r e c e i v e  a copy of i t ?  

A. No, I d i d  no t  s e e  a copy of t h i s  card  a s  such. 
The only copy of anything t h a t  was given t o  us t o  c a r r y  
wi th  us was t h e  Geneva Convention card  t h a t  was i s s u e d  
p r i o r  t o  a r r i v a l  i n  country.  

Q. This  w a s  i s sued  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  I believe s s .  

Q - By what u n i t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  The a c t u a l  home u n i t ,  s o  I rece ived  mine through 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  ca rd ,  E x h i b i t  M-2? 

A. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  card  b u t  it was never passed 
ou t  t o  me. 

Q- I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  a card 
e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen 
t h i s  card? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have ever  seen t h i s  card.  

Q- E x h i b i t  M-4, is  a card  e n t i t l e d  "Guidance f o r  
Commanders i n  Vietnam." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have eve r  seen t h i s  card  e i t h e r .  

Q- So, were no t  you i s sued  any p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  your 
own personal  use t o  be used a s  r e f e r e n c e  and t o  provide guid- 
ance and p o l i c i e s  on a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a commander whi le  i n  
Vietnam? 

A. No, I was n o t ,  w i th  t h e  except ion of t h e  Geneva 
Convention card  t h a t  w a s  i s sued  i n  Hawaii. 

Q- Can you t e l l  me what t h i s  Geneva Convention 
card  i s  o r  w a s  as b e s t  you can r e c a i i ?  

A. I t  was a form of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  d i d  have 
your name on t h e  card;  and as f a r  a s  t h e  verbatim r u l e s  
of w a r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of them. 

Q =  A s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  was t h e r e  any o t h e r  
information o t h e r  than your name, rank,  and s e r i a l  number? 

t 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q. I t  was s t r i c t l y  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Then you personal ly  d i d  n o t  r ece ive  any publ i-  
ca t ions  of any s o r t  t o  c a r r y  wi th  you i n  your w a l l e t  o r  
on your person? 

A. No, none whatsoever. 
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LTC PATTERSON: I would like to show you some photographs 
and ask you to look at these photographs and study them. 
If you can identify any individual by name or any location 
by place, definitively, or anything that you think pertin-
ent to this inquiry, I would appreciate it if you would 
separate this photo from the others. We will discuss them 
at another time. I'm going to give you these photos, I 
would then like to discuss them one at a time with you. 
At this time let the record show that I'm giving the wit-
ness some photographs. 

The hearing will be recessed. 

(The hearing recessed at 1309 hours, 6 January 
1970.) 

(The hearing was reconvened at 1323 hours, 6 
Janurary 1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hearing will come to order. LTC PATTERSON 
is present. Again, I must remind you that the oath and the 
instructions do apply here. The first photo that you have 
selected that you can identify is P-3. 

A. The actual incident I don't recognize. The in-
dividual is the company interpreter. 

Q Do you recall his name? 

A. I can't recall it. 

Q. Sergeant PHU? 

A. That's it. 

Q Do you recognize the Vietnamese man? 

A. I believe this is the older Vietnamese fellow 
who was in the CP area when Sergeant MARONEY and I brought 
the two small girls back into the area. We turned them 
over to him. I believe this is the one. I really can't 
identify him. 
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A. I d o n ' t  know why I picked t h i s  one o u t  now. 

Q Do you recognize t h e  s o l d i e r  on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. No, I donst evcept  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was more 
than  l i k e l y  a medic because of t h e  medic 's  bag; b u t  a s  f a r  
as saying who it w a s ,  I can t say.  

9- Can you read  t h e  name tag?  

A. That  w a s  CAPEZZA. 

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  CAPEZZA probably? 

A. Right.  

Q e  How about  t h e  Vietnamese man i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. That is  why I probably picked it ou t .  I t h i n k  
t h i s  is  the same man i n  t h e  previous p i c t u r e .  

Q Can you recognize t h e  man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I t  looks from h i s  p o s t u r e ,  from t h e  way he i s  
s t and ing ,  t h a t  it w a s  probably WIDMER. I t h i n k  he was e i -
t h e r  t h e  company o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  RTO a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  scene 
where t h e  p i c t u r e  was taken,  b u t  'I d i d  s e e  CARTER as  he 
w a s  being bandaged. This would be WIDMER, second from bot-
tom, f u r t h e s t  from t h e  r i g h t .  

Q How can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  WIDMER? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he was t r y i n g  t o  
h e l p  when CARTER w a s  h u r t .  

Q Do you know what t h i s  i s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  "Pennsylvania" and he is from Pennsylvania.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i d e n t i f y i n g  marks on h i s  
helmet, whether you can s e e  them o r  not?  

A. No. 
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Q e  How about  t h i s  man h e r e  who i s  kneel ing  wi th  
h i s  back t o  us  wi th  t h e  f l a k  v e s t  on? 

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  guess who t h a t  was. H e  has  g o t  
an M-79 between h i s  l e g s  s o  he i s  probably n o t  a medic. I 
c o u l d n ' t  guess who he i s .  

Q 0 
Can you read t h e  name on the  helmet s t r a p ?  

A. FLORES. He was a medic t o o ,  I b e l i e v e .  He was 
a new medic t h a t  had come i n t o  t h e  company. 

Q How about t h i s  man h e r e  wi th  a c i g a r e t t e  i n  h i s  
mouth i n  t h e  t o p  right-ha.nd corner? 

A. I remember I had seen him i n  t h e  hamlet b u t  I 
c a n ' t  r e l a t e  him t o  anybody. 

Q What was t h e  i n s i g n i a ?  

A .  There was some w r i t i n g ,  Texas o r  something. I 
s t i l l  c a n ' t  r e l a t e  it. 

BOYCE? 

No, I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Q Do you recognize t h e  man i n  t h e  foreground with 
some type  of emblem on h i s  helmet with rope on h i s  back? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q Would you know STANLEY i f  you s a w  him? 

A. No. 

A .  - T h i s  is t h e  scene where CARTER was wounded, 
l y i n g  wi th  a man holding h i s  l eg .  There ' s  WIDMER again ,  
and as f a r  a s  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  I c a n ' t  recog-
nize them. 

Q You can recognize WIDMER a s  holding CARTER'S leg? 

A. Y e s .  
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A. This  is  t h e  same scene again wi th  Captain 
MEDINA i n  t h e  background. The same scene of P r i v a t e  
CARTER being t r e a t e d  f o r  h i s  wound. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  know t h e  l o c a l e ?  

A. N o ,  I cannot recognize t h e  l o c a l e .  I t  i s  
CAPEZZA t r e a t i n g  CARTER. 

Who is  s tanding  on t h a t  r ight-hand s i d e ?  

A. I cannot say f o r  su re .  More than  l i k e l y  it 
w a s  M r .  JOHNSON'S i n t e r p r e t e r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  who it 
was. 

Q. Did you know h i s  name? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q And t h i s  man s tanding  i n  t h e  background? 

A. Captain MEDINA. To h i s  r i g h t  i s  MURRAY, t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  RTO, and t h e  colored  fe l low I do n o t  recognize.  
.In t h e  f a r  le f t -hand corner  is  my RTO, MARTIN. 

Q D o  you know who t h i s  man i s ?  

A. That would probably be WIDMER because of t h e  
r a d i o  on h i s  back, b u t  I cannot i d e n t i f y  him f o r  su re .  

Q - Did you see t h a t  scene? 

A .  N o .  

Q P-9? 

A. This  i s  a P r i v a t e  CARTER being c a r r i e d ,  I 
suppose, t o  t h e  chopper by WIDMER on CARTER'S l e f t .  The 
o t h e r  I do n o t  recognize.  

Q D o  you know h i s  name? 

A. N o .  I t h i n k  he w a s  from t h e  mortar p la toon.  

Q Do you know any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  recognize them. 
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Q. P-lo? 

A. This  aga in  is  CARTER a f t e r  h i s  wound had been 
i n f l i c t e d .  The f i r s t  s t a g e s  of bandaging, I b e l i e v e ,  from 
t h e  amount of bandages on h i s  f o o t .  Standing on h i s  r i g h t ,  
MURRAY, one of t h e  company commander's R T O ' s .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  it i s  MURRAY? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  i s  n o t  MURRAY. I t ' s  t h e  tun-
n e l  r a t  t h a t  I mistook f o r  t h e  demo man, BERNHARDT. They 
look somewhat t h e  same except  BERNHARDT i s  a l i t t l e  heav ie r ,  

Q- How about t h i s  man h e r e  kneel ing  with h i s  hands 
on CARTER'S f o o t ?  

A. I remember CAPEZZA as being heav ie r  when he 
f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  he l o s t  
t h a t  much weight.  This probably is  CAPEZZA, t h e  head 
medic. 

Q Do you remember CAPEZZA ca r ry ing  a b u l l e t  i n  
h i s  f l a k  v e s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. This man here? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  M I  l i e u t e n a n t  by t h e  
name JOHNSON, "Bull"  JOHNSON I th ink  w a s  t h e  name. 

Q Did you see t h a t  scene? 

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  scene. 

A. P-11 i s  what I assume t o  be CARTER being c a r r i e d  
t o  t h e  medevac chopper. I f  it is  t h e  same t w o  people car-
ry ing  him, i t ' w o u l d  be WIDMER on h i s  l e f t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it is .  

52. Can you postiveky i d e n t i f y  them? 

A. NO, I can ' t .  
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A. This  is Captain MEDINA, I b e l i e v e ,  t a l k i n g  t o  
CARTER on t h e  medevac chopper a f t e r  he had been placed on 
it. I would judge t h a t  t h e  man s tanding  on t h e  ground t o  
t h e  f a r  r i g h t  would be BERNHARDT. The o t h e r  two, I c a n ' t  
be s u r e  o f .  

ii You t h i n k  t h e  man without t h e  helmet s tanding  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  i s  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. How do you i d e n t i f y  him? 

A. J u s t  by h i s  s t a n c e  and h i s  h a i r c u t  and t h e  pro-
f i l e  of t h e  f a c e  t h a t  I g e t  the re .  I t  is very hard t o  say.  

A. This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of myself i n  t h e  foreground 
s i t t i n g  along t h e  major t r a i l  running through approximately 
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Sergeant  MARONEY i s  t o  my r i g h t .  
To h i s  r i g h t  i s  Sergeant  PHU, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and I can-
n o t  recognize anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q Do you know who t h i s  man is h e r e  ca r ry ing  t h e  
p lo tboard  o r  what appears t o  be a plotboard? 

A. I know who he is b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. H e  
was probably one of t h e  mortar p la toon members. 

Q- Sergeant  FAGAN? 

A. Very poss ib ly  FAGAN. I b e l i e v e  he was p a r t  of 
t h e  FDC and normally would be ca r ry ing  t h e  p lo tboard .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  where t h a t  scene took p lace?  

A. This  was somewhere i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  probably halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could you p inpo in t  o r  approximate t h e  l o c a t i o n  
on an a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  i f  t h e  a e r i a l  photo w a s  i n  d e t a i l  
enough s o  I could get my bear ings  i n  t h e  rice paddy i n  re-
l a t i o n  t o  t r e e  l i n e s .  
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Q- We w i l l  come back t o  t h a t  photograph and a t -
tempt t o  l o c a t e  it more d e f i n i t e l y  l a t e r .  

A. This  was one of t h e  photographs of t h e  burning 
of hootches.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  hootch was burning t o  
t h i s  degree when w e  passed by wi th  t h e  CP group and s a w  
bodies  l y i n g  under t h e  t h a t c h  of t h e  hootch. 

Q Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  photograph 
as  being taken i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  it, no. I t %  very 
much l i k e  t h e  scene I d i d  see. 

Q Could you i n d e n t i f y  P-16 on an a e r i a l  photograph? 

A .  No, I cou ldn ' t .  

A .  This  is  t h e  same a s  P-13, approximately t h e  same 
a r e a ,  and approximately t h e  same taken a t  a d i f f e r e n t  an-
g l e .  Again; s t a r t i n g  from my r i g h t  i s  myself; on my r i g h t  
is  Sergeant  MARONEY; t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  Sergeant  P H U .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  RTO i n  t h e  background c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  with t h e  
whi te  t e e - s h i r t  showing i s  MURRAY, t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  company 
commander, and very poss ib ly  t o  h i s  r i g h t  i s  CAPEZXA, t h e  
medic. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  man s tanding  t o  t h e  right
of t h e  photo? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  Looking c l o s e r  wi th  a magnifying 
g l a s s ,  i n  t h e  upper right-hand corner  i n  t h e  background on 
what looks t o  be t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  hootch, I b e l i e v e ,  i s  t h e  
RTO, WIDMER. 

Q- Do.you t h i n k  t h a t  you can l o c a t e  t h e  photograph 
P-17 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  approximately. 

Q P-183 
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A. This  was one t h a t  I was n o t  completely s u r e  
of because I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  U.S. t roops .  The only 
t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  i s  a f t e r  we had moved 
o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  i n t o  one of t h e  corresponding v i l -
l a g e s ,  t h e s e  w e r e  some ok t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e r e  being 
taken a t  t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  t r o o p s ,  and 
poss ib ly  it could have been s h o t  by Bravo Company who 
w a s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  e a s t  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q- Do you recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I recognize t h e  one on t h e  extreme 
r i g h t  b u t  I c a n ' t  be abso lu te ly  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Do you recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. A s  f a r  as p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  no, b u t  it 
looks somewhat l i k e  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  was towards t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of My La i  ( 4 )  along t h e  major t r a i l ,  b u t  I cannot i d e n t i f y  
it f o r  s u r e .  I t h i n k  it is  Bravo Company on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q What does t h i s  look l i k e  t o  you i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  LZ Upt ight ,  s o  t h a t  would mean we 
w e r e  f a c i n g  n o r t h  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. I t  would p u t  you on t h e  nor thern  boundary of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  What d i d  H i l l  85 look l i k e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir .  

A. This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  Captain MICHLES on t h e  f a r  
l e f t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  Captain MICHLES? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  s e e  a name t a g  on him. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Vietnamese i s  
Captain MICHLES' i n t e r p r e t e r .  Those a r e  the  only people 
t h a t  I can recognize.  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  r i g h t ?  
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A .  I t  looks very much l i k e  my RTO MARTIN j u s t  
from t h e  way he i s  wearing t h e  phone. There i s  no way I 
can p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  him except  i f  he has  some s o r t  
of name pinned on him somewhere. Correc t ion ,  because he 
i s  wearing se rgean t  s t r i p e s  here .  I d o n ' t  know, 

Q Did you know Sergeant  MIMH? 

A. No, n o t  pe r sona l ly ,  I b e l i e v e  he was Captain 
MICHLES' i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q You d o n q t  recognize t h e  l o c a l i t y  of t h a t  phots-
graph? 

A. Again I d o n ' t  recognize the locale b u t  the ij.3-

d i v i d u a l  looks l i k e  an ind iv idua l  t h a t  was i n  C h a r l i e  Csm-
pany. H i s  name I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h i s  t ime,  I do remem-
b e r  t h a t  he w a s  wounded badly l a t e r  on; n o t  on this parti-
c u l a r  opera t ion ,  b u t  l a t e r  on,  

Q 9 GRIMES? 

A.  GRIMES, I be l i eve .  

Q - Do you recognize t he  l o c a l i t y ?  

A. No, I d o n s t .  

A. This  would be a p i c t u r e  of Landing Zone Dot t i e  
wi th  t h e  s l i c k s  coming i n  t o  p ick  up a  load of Char l i e  
Company. I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  anybody as  being i n  Char l i e  

. Company b u t  t h i s  would be a EZ pickup. 

Q - How do you i d e n t i f y  it a s  LZ Dot t ie?  

A.  The only t h i n g  t h a t  l eads  me t o  b e l i e v e  it i s  
LZ D o t t i e  is  because it looks l i k e  a p a r t i a l l y  paved or 
blacktop  s u r f a c e  which they had j u s t  done be fo re  t h e  pickup 
a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q. Do you recognize t h e  s o i l  as being t h e  same type
of soil? 
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A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e d  t e x t u r e  t o  it, From t h e  
b lack  and white  you c a n ' t  t e l l  what t h e  co lo r  is ,  b u t  t h e  
t e x t u r e  i s  very much t h e  same. 

Q - P-27? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h a t .  

A. This  I recognize t o  be s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  LZ which 
w e  landed a t  t o  t h e  west of My L a i ( 4 ) .  A s  f a r  a s  p o s i t i v e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  except  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  
t r e e s  i n  t h e  background a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  a f o r e s t e d  a rea  t h a t -
would be i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  choppers i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Do you th ink  you could i d e n t i f y  t h i s  photo on 
an area photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. P-28? Do you recognize t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

kJ Q P-33?
IN 

8 A. P-33 I chose from t h e  photographs because it is 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one t h a t  I had seen previous ly  i n  t h e  photo-
graphs.  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  it looks l i k e  t h e  same 

Id p i c t u r e .  There i s  a body v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  
rn
G Q You previously s a i d  P-16 and P-33 looked t o  

be t h e  same. But t h e  p i c t u r e s  were taken a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  
were they  not?  

A. Y e s ,  because t h e  flames have f u r t h e r  engulfed 
t h e  house. 

A. This  is  another  p i c t u r e  of P r i v a t e  CARTER a f t e r  
he had incur red  h i s  wound. The i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  background 
I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t o  be M r .  JOHNSON, 
o r  Lieutenant  JOHNSON a c t u a l l y .  H e  w a s  t o  be known a s  M r .  
JOHNSON on t h e  opera t ion .  The medic probably was CAPEZZA, 
t r e a t i n g  him (CARTER) .. 

Q Probably,  b u t  you c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him? 
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A .  No, I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him p o s i t i v e l y .  

A. This  i s  a photograph on t h e  main t r a i l  l ead ing  
i n t o  My L a i ( 4 )  I be l i eve .  The c h i l d  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  looks 
t o  be a l i v e ,  b u t  when I came by t h i s  a rea- - th is  is when 1 
noticed t h e  f i r s t  person dead i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  So, t h i s  w a s  
taken some time before  I went through. 

Q Do you t h i n k  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a l i t y  of 
P-38 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. F a i r l y  accura te ,  I b e l i e v e ,  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a l e f t  t u r n  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  w e  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  people 
I d i d  observe were dead. 

Q Do you t h i n k  you can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  on 
an ' a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. No, I d o n D tb e l i e v e  so.  

D o  you t h i n k  you saw t h i s  scene? 

A. I saw t h i s  scene t h a t  depic ted  t h i s  f a i r l y  
accura te ly .  I cannot be p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  same, 

Q - I would l i k e  t o  d i scuss  t h i s .  Can you t e l l  me 
what t h i s  o b j e c t  is  i n  t h e  right-hand corner?  

A. No, it would be very hard t o  say.  I c a n ' t  recog-
n i z e  it. 

Q. Do you recognize one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  separa ted
from t h e  group wi thout  t h e  s h i r t ?  

A .  Yes, I do. 

Q Do you n o t i c e  t h e r e  is  some s o r t  of  barbed wire 
fence along t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q There i s  a red  sack wi th  u n i d e n t i f i e d  contents  
s i t t i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  and t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  
I f  you can p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  o r  f i x  the  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s ,  
it would be of g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e .  Do any of those th ings  
h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l  t h e  scene? 

A. Yes, I do remember one t r a i l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
d i d  have t h i s  barbed w i r e  along one s i d e  o r  both.  A s  f a r  as 
p o s i t i v e l y  f i x i n g  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w i l l  be a b l e  t o .  

Q. Can you approximate i t ?  

A. No, j u s t  somewhere i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  is  GRIMES 
b u t  a s  f a r  a s  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  scene? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  scene. 

A.  This  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  one of t h e  e a r l i e r  photographs. 
It appears  t o  be t h e  LZ which i s  west. of My L a i ( 4 ) ,  s o  t h e  
choppers a r e  probably going back up. 

Q. Do you suppose t h a t  you could f i x  t h i s  scene 
approximately on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  very approximately. 

Q You do recognize t h a t  a s  being i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  as f a r  a s  what can be seen i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  
I t  i s  what I would r e v i s u a l i z e  t h e  LZ t o  be.  

A.  The a c t u a l  scene and t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  pic-
t u r e ,  I d o n ' t  recognize.  I t h i n k  perhaps t h e  o l d e r  man was 
t h e  one i n  t h e  previous p i c t u r e  being taken ou t  of t h e  hootch. 
On t h e  f a r  l e f t  i s  Sergeant  PHU, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  Char l i e  
Company. The Vietnamese next  t o  him i s  probably Captain 
MICHLES' i n t e r p r e t e r .  I ' m  no t  t o o  s u r e .  

(ALAuX) 73 APP T-68 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q You t h i n k  t h e  o l d  man was t h e  one t aken  o u t  of 
t h e  hootch e a r l i e r  i n  P-3? P-3 shows him i n  a dark s h i r t  
and pants  and P-66 i s  exac t ly  oppos i t e  s o  I don" b e l i e v e  
i t  is  t h e  s a m e .  

A. The RTO i n  t h e  back is  MURRAY. 

Q. Do you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. No, not i n s o f a r  as I can l o c a t e  it i n  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  on an a e r i a l  photo. 

A.  This  i s  t h e  same Vietnamese a s  i n  t h e  previous 
p i c t u r e ,  t h e  o l d  man w i t h  t h e  two c h i l d r e n ,  and Sergeant  PHU 
t a l k i n g  t o  them. 

A. This I would i n t e r p r e t  t o  be t h e  LZ a t  ~ o t e i e  
again.  Probably t h e  pickup opera t ion  f o r  t h e  operation into 
Pinkv i l l e .  

Q Do you recognize t h a t  a s  LZ Dott ie?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was a church o u t s i d e  t h e  per imeter ,  

Q. I t  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say t h a t  t h a t  was 16 
March though, i s  it not?  

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y ,  I t  is  hard  t o  says 

Q. P-124? 

A. This  i s  approximately t h e  same p i c t u r e  a s  t h e  
previous one. 

Q. Showing LZ D o t t i e  with a church i n  t h e  background, 

A. A church o r  a school;  I s m  not  r e a l l y  sure what 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  is. 

A. This partic-Gl;z seeze 2 552 't rescnn'J - - - - 7~- hi?+ nnp 

of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  on t h e  f a r  wight is GRIMES. H e  is stand-
i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  wi th  h i s  hands on h i s  h ips .  
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Q You d o n ' t  recognize any of  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. A s  f a r  as v i s u a l  r ecogn i t ion ,  I have seen  t h e i r  
f a c e s  be fo re ,  yes .  I can say I have seen t h e i r  f aces  b e f o r e ,  
but t h a t  is about it. 

Q Would you know t h e i r  names i f  I mentioned t h e i r  
names? 

A. Poss ib ly  t h i s  one? 

SMITH? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q SMAIL? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  SMAIL. 

Q Is t h i s  SMAIL second from t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I t  is  hard t o  say. I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Y Q You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  l o c a l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. This  w a s  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
which was a graveyard and s e v e r a l  f i e l d s  p lan ted  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
types  of  p l a n t s .  They were d igging  a foxhole f o r  t h e i r  n i g h t  

P l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  
-4 
td 

Q Can you t e l l  me from t h e  photograph where t h e  
graveyard was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  photograph? 

A. I f  t h e r e  w a s  a l i n e  drawn from t h e  foxhole they  
are digging,  through GRIMES, it would probably be i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph? 

A. To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph. 

A. This  looks l i k e ,  aga in ,  o u r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  
I t  is  more than  l i k e l y  our  resupply chopper coming i n  l a t e  t h a t  
evening. 
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LTC PATTERSON: You have i n  f r o n t  of you, s i r ,  an a e r i a l  photo-
graph with a s c a l e  of approximately 1 inch equals  100 meters.  
The a e r i a l  photograph d e p i c t s  the  hamlet of My L a i ( 4 )  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph, H i l l  85 i s  j u s t  o f f  t o  t h e  lower 
right-hand corner  of t h e  photograph, Vietnamese Route 521 i s  
t h e  road t h a t  runs from t h e  c e n t e r - r i g h t  edge d iagonal ly  down 
o f f  t h e  lower lef t -hand corne r ,  North on t h e  photograph is 
t o  t h e  top  c e n t e r .  I have a v a i l a b l e  maps i f  you need them 
f o r  more o r i e n t a t i o n  and comparison with My Lai  ( 4 )  , DQ you 
recognize t h e  photograph a s  being My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  i n s o f a r  as t h e  r i v e r  to t h e  l e f t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. To t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e  running ac ross  the 
top  and then  meandering t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would f i x  it f a i r l y  wel.3- :L 

t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Although I can't posikiv~y " 9 2%-

t i f y  it a s  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can do t h a t ,  

Q Could you do it i f  I brought i n  some maps? 

A. Y e s ,  poss ib ly .  

(LTC PATTERSON f u r t h e r  o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  wi tness  
wi th  t h e  a e r i a l  photography,) 

Q Can you now i d e n t i f y ,  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph a s  My E a i  ( 4 )  1 

A. Y e s ,  a f t e r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  I can, 

Q- There are two th ings  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  do, sir, 
and one i s  t o  have you g o  back through your a c t i o n s  of lQ 
March a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  and what you saw on 1 6  March, 
and t r y  t o  l o c a t e  w h a t  you saw and where you were when you 
saw t h e s e  th ings  on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph. W e  w i l l  number 
them, label them, and e n t e r  it i n t o  evidence,  (The annotated 
a e r i a l  photograph i s  l a t e r  en te red  as Exh ib i t  P-140,) The 
second t h i n g  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  photographs t h a t  you t h i n k  you 
can i d e n t i f y  by l o c a t i o n  and mark these  scenes a s  b e s t  you 
can r e c a l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  Can you i n d i c a t e  
on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph f o r  us the  approximate a r e a ,  o r  t h e  
exact  area i f  you can, w h e ~ t :y v u  Lri~siIailded at M j - L ~ a i :$: 
o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I would cons ider  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  from approximately 
t h i s  p o i n t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  was t h e  LZ,  probably 100 
meters wide and rec tangu la r  shaped. 
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Q. You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t h i n k  t h e  LZ was t o  
the  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i ( 4 ) .  Marked as  1 is t h e  
approximate a r e a  where you f i r s t  touched down on 16 March 1968. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q The approximate LZ of Lieutenant  ALAUX on 16 
March 1968 i s  marked as 1. A f t e r  you touched down where 
d i d  you go? 

A. We remained approximately i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  I t  
was dry ,  r i c e  paddy type.  We remained t h e r e  approximately 30 
minutes u n t i l  one o r  two more l i f t s  had come i n t o  t h e  a rea .  

9- You were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Yes. I w a s  on t h e  t h i r d  s h i p  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  
When t h e . t w o  p la toons  were i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  move through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  we moved t o  a p o s i t i o n  northwest  of My L a i ( 4 )  on 
t h e  per imeter  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  a s m a l l  t r e e  l i n e  which I 
de f ine  t o  be  r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q Marked a s . 2 ;  t h e  approximate p o s i t i o n  where you 
f i r s t  en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  a c t u a l l y  w e  d id  not  e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  as  
such. It w a s  on t h e  outermost t r e e  l i n e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Could we say t h a t  you moved t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  
marked a s  2 about 30 minutes a f t e r  touchdown? 

A. Y e s ,  approximately, 30 minutes. 

Q And t h i s  i s  t h e  CP group? 

A. This  is  t h e  CP group with t h e  mortar p la toon i n  
r e se rve .  

Q. The CP group went i n t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  approximately 
30 minutes a f t e r  landing marked by t h e  number 2 .  What was 
your a c t i o n ,  where d id  you go a f t e r  2 and what d i d  you see?  

A. We spen t  q u i t e  some t i m e  a t  p o s i t i o n  2 ;  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  we recovered t h e  ammunition box. Approximately 2 0  t o  
30 minutes was consumed i n  t r y i n g  t o  open t h i s ,  be ing  very 
c a r e f u l  i n  doing s o  with t h e  i d e a  t h a t  it poss ib ly  could be 
booby-trapped. 

77 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-68 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Did you i n d i c a t e  who d id  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, BERNHARDT . 
Q And t h i s  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o s i t i o n  2 ;  
where t h i s  ammo box was? 

A. Yes, we passed over  it a s  we moved t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q What happened then? 

A. We spen t  approximately an hour t o  one hour and 
a h a l f  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  while  the  two platoons where moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Af te r  a  cons iderable  time we ourse lves  
s t a r t e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e  on a t r a i l  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember moved somewhat i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e  does here.  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  l i n e  of movement3 

A. We moved somewhat sou theas t  a t  f i r s t  and then  
came more over t o  t h e  west i n t o  the  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

Q You were on a t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s .  It was a major t r a i l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you s e e  anything a t  any t ime along here? 

A. Not u n t i l  we had moved q u i t e  some ways down t h e  
t r a i l  a t  which t ime I observed a small  boy on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  
had been s h o t  o r  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q This was before  CARTER? 

A. This i s  something t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember. I 
b e l i e v e  it was, though. 

Q This t r a i l  genera l ly  comes t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  
t h e  e a s t  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Can you f i x  o r  g ive  us the  approximate l o c a t i o n  
of t h i s  boy on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  you have i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  
photograph P-38? 

A. Approximately 300 meters i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  
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Q W e  w i l l  mark t h i s  a r e a  number 1 i n  green a s  t h e  
approximate l o c a t i o n  of photo P-38, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q - What happened next?  

A. W e  continued t o  move i n  a  genera l ly  e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  a p o s i t i o n  somewhere i n  the  c e n t e r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  which t i m e  we d iscont inued our  movement. I t  was 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  I wandered from t h e  CP group somewhat with 
Sergeant  MARONEY and found two small  c h i l d r e n  h id ing  behind 
a hootch. We brought them back t o  t h e  CP and l e f t  them wi th  
t h e  o l d e r  people t h a t  were t h e r e .  

Q Can you f i x  t h a t  a r e a  approximately? 

A. No, I cou ldn ' t  even approximate it. 

Q - Did you s e e  CARTER'S evacuat ion? 

A. CARTER, when I saw him, was o f f  t h i s  major t r a i l  
t h a t  we were t r a v e l i n g  on a t  t h i s  t ime. When we walked by 
he was being t r e a t e d ,  I b e l i e v e .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  evacu-
a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  s e e  t h e  chopper pick him up 
or not .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  which d i r e c t i o n  CARTER went t o  go 
t o  the pick-up chopper? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was c a r r i e d  i n  a  sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  g e t  on t h e  chopper. There was a f a i r l y  good-sized r i c e  
paddy t o  t h e  south of t h e  t r a i l .  

Q • Previous testimony has i n d i c a t e d  and we f e e l  t h a t  
we have enough t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  from which CARTER 
was evacuated. This l o c a t i o n  j u s t  t o  t h e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I know t h e r e  was a l a r g e  a r e a  b u t  t h e  t h i n g  i s  
I ' m  poss ib ly  d i s o r i e n t e d  i n  my coming i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t .  A s  f a r  a s  I remember of  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h i s  i s  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Previous testimony has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  CARTER was 
wounded i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and c a r r i e d  ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Very poss ib ly  t h a t  i s  t h e  reason I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  evacuat ion.  
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Q- What happened next  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  on your 
t r i p  through My Lai  (4)? 

A.  Nothing a c t u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  We s p e n t  some time 
i n  the  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  which we s t a r t e d  moving i n  an e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  again o u t  of My Lai (4); more of a sou theas te r ly  
d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  coming t o  the  o u t s k i r t s  of the  
v i l l a g e  ? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where you came ou t?  

A. I t  was more than  l i k e l y  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  here  a t  
the  sou theas t  corner .  

Q Marked by 3 .  This is the  a r e a  o u t  of which 
you th ink  you came? 

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Did you have lunch i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

That I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. ' f iere d i d  you go once you came o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I be l i eve  we continued on a  pa th  t h a t  was gener-
a l l y  e a s t e r l y  and went t o  the  o t h e r  My Lai v i l l a g e s .  

Q Point  3 is  marked "departed here.  " You ind ic -
a t e d  t h a t  you might be a b l e  t o  f i x  the  l o c a t i o n  of photographs 
P-17 and P-13. 

A. From t h e  photographs, I recognize t h e  a r e a  t o  be 
a major t r a i l  along the  southern boundary with l a r g e  r i c e  
paddy a reas  with hootches t o  the  south of t h e  r i c e  paddies.  
Looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, t h e r e  a r e  no l a r g e  r i c e  paddy 
a reas  i n  the  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  path t h a t  1 
pointed o u t  t h a t  I assumed t h a t  I was on. So from t h i s  I 
can only d r a w  and conclude t h a t  we were much f u r t h e r  south 
i n  the  v i l l a g e  than  I had previously thought;  maybe poss ib ly  
i n  the  most southern edge of t h e  boundary a t  t h i s  t i m e  where 
p i c t u r e s  P-13 and P-17 a r e  taken. 
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A. Yes, t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q Marked p o s i t i o n  2 i n  green and i n d i c a t e d  a s  t h e  
approximate l o c a t i o n  of Exhib i t s  P-29 and P-65. Is t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you can th ink  of t h a t  we could pu t  on t h i s  
photograph r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  opera t ion  i n  My L a i ( 4 )  on 1 6  March? 

A .  Rela t ive  t o  t h e  opera t ion  t o  t h e  nor th  of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  , on a major t r a i l  between My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
due n o r t h ,  w a s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where gunships encountered and 
engaged t h r e e  VC wi th  weapons. 

Q We w i l l  mark t h i s  p o s i t i o n  4 i n  b lue  and i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where t h e  gunships en-
gaged t h r e e  t o  f o u r  VC. VC had weapons? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were t h r e e  weapons taken 
from t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

Q Were t h e s e  captured by C Company? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  we s e n t  a small  squad over  t h e r e  
t o  p ick  them up. 

Q- DO you r e c a l l  from which platoon? 

A. No, I don". 

Q P o s i t i o n  4 i s  marked, "Gunships engaged t h r e e  t o  
four  VC wi th  weapons. Three weapons captured by C Company." 
Is t h e r e  anything e l s e ,  sir.  

A.  No, I b e l i e v e  not .  

Q. Would you be w i l l i n g  t o  s ign  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo-
graph as  being prepared i n  Washington D.C. on 6 January 
1970 from memory with a legend i n d i c a t i n g  b lue  numbers and 
c i r c l e s  a s  i n c i d e n t s  a s  ind ica ted  on t h e  photo,  t h e  approx-
imate r o u t e  used by s o l i d  arrows, and i n  green with numbers, 
photos t h a t  you have i d e n t i f i e d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I wouldc 

(The wi tness ,  Roger L. ALAUX, s igned t h e  a e r i a l  
photo. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: S i r ,  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you have 
signed and annotated w i l l  be en tered  i n t o  evidence as  Exhibit -
P-140 and made a permanent p a r t  of your testimony 
i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  A t  t h i s  time I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you an 
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oppor tuni ty  again t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  us f o r  t h e  record  anything 
t h a t  you t h i n k  may be of i n t e r e s t ,  o r  anything p e r t i n e n t  
t o  our  i n q u i r y ,  o r  anything t h a t  you have s i n c e  thought of i n  
t h i s  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  might have r e c a l l e d  something t h a t  you 
may have previous ly  fo rgo t t en .  

A. No, I t h i n k  t h e  e x e r c i s e  p r e t t y  w e l l  covered 
most a spec t s  of t h e  e n t i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and, a t  t h i s  t ime,  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  anything more than  what I have a l ready s t a t e d .  

LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  then  f i n a l l y  t o  thank you on 
behal f  of Lieutenant  General PEERS. I t h i n k  we have a l ready 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  you how much we a p p r e c i a t e  your e f f o r t s  i n  coming 
h e r e  today and g iv ing  us your h e l p  and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  s o l v e  what i s  now c a l l e d  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  I again 
reques t  t h a t  you do no t  d i scuss  your testimony wi th  any o t h e r  
person o t h e r  than  those  abso lu te ly  necessary o r  unless  c a l l e d  
upon t o  s o  by proper ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  l e g a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. Thank you, very much. 

RCDR: The a e r i a l  photograph annotated by M r .  ALAUX and 
s igned by him i s  received i n  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-140. 

$ LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed 1429 hours ,  6  January 1 970.) 
fa 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1110 hour s ,  10 February 
1970. 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC MAHAFFEY, 
and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  recalls M r .  Roger L .  ALAUX. 

(MR ALAUX was r e c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o ~ ~ r s : )  

10: ALAUX, you w e r e  h e r e  approximately  a month ago. 
You w e r e  ques t ioned  by some of  t h e  people  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  blr. 
WEST, Colonel  F R A N K L I N ,  and Colonel  MAHAFFEY. I was n o t  h e r e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  no r  was M r .  MACCRATE on my l e f t  nor  MR. WALSH.  I 
might s a y  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH a r e  c i v i l i a n  a t to rneys  
who have v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counsel 
t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t e a m .  Aside from 
myself ,  any of  t h e  gentlemen s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  t a b l e  t h i s  morning 
may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

I t h i n k  it w i s e  t o  say t h a t  wh i l e  you w e r e  h e r e  and 
t a l k e d  t o  M r .  WEST and Colonel  MAHAE'FEY, a n o t h e r  group of  us was 
i n  South Vietnam where w e  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  q u i t e  a 
l a r g e  number of Vietnamese and Americans. And w e  w e r e  a l s o  able  
t o  v i s i t  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  i n c l u d i n g  My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  Thuan Yen 
subhamlet  where w e  had an oppor tun i ty  t o  see f i r s t h a n d  what t he  
s i t e  looked l i k e  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  w e  have in t e rv i ewed  a 
l a r g e  number of  i n d i v i d u a l s  s o  t h a t  t o  d a t e  we have t a l k e d  t o  
about  350 people  and w e  have a l s o  assembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  volume 
of  documents r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  incid- 
e n t ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  So, w e ' r e  i n  a much 
b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  today  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  we  w e r e  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  A s  a consequence,  w e  thought  it a d v i s a b l e  t o  g e t  you 
back i n  t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t o  s e e  i f  w e  can f i l l  i n  some 
o f  t h e  gaps and a l s o  t o  ask you some q u e s t i o n s  concerning some 
of your p rev ious  tes t imony.  M r .  WEST on my r i g h t  w i l l  l e a d  the  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h i s  morning. When he  f i n i s h e s ,  o t h e r  i nd iv idua l s  
may have some q u e s t i o n s .  au you nave any q u e s t i o n s  a t  this 
t ime? 

A. No, sir. 
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MR WEST: M r .  ALAUX, we ' r e  n o t  going t o  t a k e  you back ove r  your  
e n t i r e  tes t imony.  I n s t e a d  w e  w i l l  j u s t  c o n c e n t r a t e  on c e r t a i n  
p o i n t s  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  perhaps  have c l e a r e d  up o r  g e t  add- 
i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  on. The f i r s t  p o i n t ,  some t ime a f t e r  you w e r e  
h e r e  we r e c e i v e d  an a f f i d a v i t  of M r .  Char les  R.  W H I T I N G  who I be-
l i e v e  i s  now i n  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s .  And he  s t a t e d ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
t h a t :  "L ieu tenan t  ALAUX and I planned an i n i t i a l  a r t i l l e r y  prepa- 
r a t i o n  f i re  f o r  t h e  My L a i  a s s a u l t .  It 

A. Who is  t h i s ?  

9. Char l e s  R. W H I T I N G .  

A. I knew a L ieu tenan t  W H I T I N G  i n  C h a r l i e  B a t t e r y .  Is 
t h a t  t h e  s a m e  one? 

9. T h a t ' s  t h e  same one. Th i s  i s  h i s  a f f i d a v i t ,  I wanted 
t o  ask you about  t h i s .  A s  I remember your  t es t imony,  you i n d i -  
ca t ed  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p l ann ing  of t h e  a r t i l -
lery p r e p a r a t i m s .  

A.. Not i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  The on ly  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I d i d  p l a n  were t h e  t a r g e t . g r i d s  i n  ca se  o f  any a c t i o n  from t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  W a s  he  w i t h  De l t a  B a t t e r y  a t  t h e  t ime? 

Q. H i s  s t a t e m e n t  s o  i n d i c a t e s .  

A. N o ,  he  would have planned t h e  a c t u a l  p r e p  i t s e l f ,  n o t  
wi th  me. Tha t  w a s n ' t  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  That  w a s  t h e  r e spons i -  
b i l i t y  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  f o r  Task Force  Barker .  
I had no th ing  whatsoever  t o  do i n  t h e  p l ann ing  of t h e  prep  it-
s e l f  o r  t h e  f i r i n g  of t h e  prep .  I t  w a s  done from t h e  command 
sh ip .  

Q- You may r e c a l l  a l s o  be ing  asked about  t h e  body counts  
that w e r e  a t  one t ime r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
The a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  Capta in  VAZQUEZ, t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he was i n  Colonel  BARKER'S command and con- 
t r o l  s h i p ,  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  over  My L a i  ( 4 )  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
going on. During t h a t  t i m e  he  r e c e i v e d  a  r e p o r t  from you on t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  n e t  t h a t  69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Your 
p r i o r  t es t imony does  n o t  suppor t  t h i s .  I wanted t o  ask you about  
t h i s ,  go ove r  t h i s  aga in ,  and see i f  we cou ld  r e s o l v e  t h e  incon- 
sistency . 
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A. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  whole i n c i d e n t  d o e s n ' t  sup-
p o r t  it e i t h e r  because I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  phoning back an 
a r t i l l e r y  count .  

Q Could you, i n  f a c t ,  t e l l  what c a s u a l t i e s  may have 
been caused by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No. There was no way t o  t e l l  because a t  t h e  t i m e  
w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  most of t h e  hootches  were on f i r e ,  
and t h e  people  t h a t  I d i d  s e e  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  had been k i l l e d  from s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  o r  
gunship f i r e .  And as f a r  as t h e  number 6 9 ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 
where t h a t  came from. 

9 W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  one of o u r  probl,ems, t o o .  I f  I under-
s t a n d  you, t hen ,  you made no such  r e p o r t ?  

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d i d  n o t  make t h a t  r e p o r t .  On 
my p a r t  t h e r e  was no s u r v e i l l a n c e  because I d i d n ' t  survey ---
Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you i n  f a c t  i d e n t i f y  any persons  
as having been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Not myself .  T h a t ' s  normally l e f t  up t o  t h e  ground 
commander as t o  what i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  and what 
i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as i n f a n t r y  k i l l e d .  Poss ib ly  he d i d  g e t  a r e p o r t  
through h i s  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  from Captain MEDINA t h a t  t h e r e  were 69 
a r t i l l e r y - k i l l e d .  But I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it going over  my r a d i o  
and sending  the messages. 

Q - Was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  p u t  on t h e  l i t t l e  ham-
l e t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. T h i s  i s  what I s a i d  be fo re .  I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  g r i d  of  t h e  prep.  From a11 i n d i c a t i o n s  t h e r e  
w e r e  a number of rounds t h a t  d i d  f a l l  on t h e  hamlet  i t s e l f ,  i n  
very  c l o s e  prox imi ty  t o  it. 

Q. W e  d i d  r e c e i v e  t h e  photographs you took  from the l i f t  
s h i p  as you were coming i n .  They do show rounds f a l l i n g  i n .  

A. Do they  show rounds f a l l i n g  i n ?  I w a s n ' t  q u i t e  s u r e  
whether t h a t  w a s  a r t i l l e r y  o r  t h a t  was gunsh ips ,  o r  what t h e '  ac-
t u a l  smoke was from. 
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9- W e l l ,  they appear  t o  be  rounds,  l e t ' s  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

I0: 'Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  it had been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
69 people  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. T h i s  i s  a number -- w e l l ,  it d i d n ' t  come from m e  be-
cause  I d i d n ' t  make a count .  I t  d i d n ' t  come from me. I f  I d i d  
t r a n s m i t  t h a t  number, it came from e i t h e r  Captain  MEDINA o r  some 
of t h e  -- Capta in  KOTOUC w a s n ' t  w i t h  us a t  t h a t  t ime ,  s o  it would 
e i t h e r  have t o  come from Captain  MEDINA o r  through h i s  r a d i o  it-
s e l f .  But I d i d  n o t  make a count  and I d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  69. 

Q Did you normally g e t  a copy of  Task Force  Barker  o r  
g e t  cop ies  o f  d i v i s i o n  News Shee t s?  

A. America1 Div i s ion  News S h e e t s ,  yes , '  sir.  

Q. L e t  me show you a copy of t h e  America1 News Shee t  
of t h e  1 7 t h .  This  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  
M-23 and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  addressed  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force Barker .  Look down on t h e  t h i r d  para-
graph on t h e  r i g h t  column and it s a y s :  "As t h e  Warr iors  moved 
through t h e  marshes,  a mile wes t  of My L a i ,  they  counted 69 en-
emy bod ie s  k i l l e d  by a b a t t e r y  of  t h e  6 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  11 th  A r t i l -
l e r y .  " 

Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy. I d o n ' t  be-
l i e v e  I d i d  s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy. W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  them reg-
u l a r l y ,  j u s t  whenever t hey  could g e t  them thrown o u t  of a supply  
chopper. 

Q. Did you g e t  t h e  cop ie s  of t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I s a w  t h e  copy of t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper i n  
which they  made t h e  f i r s t  account  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of P i n k v i l l e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  came o u t  about  f i v e  days l a t e r ,  t h i s  has  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-17 and h e r e  on t h e  bo t -
t o m  o f  t h e  r igh t -hand  column you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  it says  t h i n g s  
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I t  says  : "As t h e  Warr iors  moved through 
t h e  marshes a m i l e  west  of My L a i ,  t hey  counted 69 k i l l e d  by 
ground t r o o p s  and a b a t t e r y  of  t h e  6 t h - o f  t h e  1 1 t h . "  

Now, where d i d  t h e  ground t r o o p s  c r e e p  i n ,  do you 
have any i d e a ?  
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A. I have no i d e a ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  69 a c t u a l  body 
count  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  c reeped  i n .  I cannot  s ay  where t h a t  n m -
b e r  came from. 

9- This  i s  one o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h i n g s  we've been t r y i n g  
t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  how t h i s  f i g u r e  was developed.  W e  have,  f o r  exam-
p l e ,  t h e  l o g  of Task Force  Barker  and we. a l s o  have t h e  l o g  of  t h e  
America1 Div is ion .  I mean t h e  l . l t h  Brigade.  I have h e r e  t h e  log  
of Task Force  Barker  which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  
E x h i b i t  M-16 and you w i l l  n o t i c e  on i t em number 2 2  on t h i s  page 
t h a t  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  69 VC w e r e  k i l l e d .  

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  s a y  whether t h a t  was a r t i l l e r y .  

Q NO,  b u t  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  I b e l i e v e  on t h a t  r i g h t  column 
on a c t i o n  taken ,  it i n d i c a t e s  t h e  b r i g a d e  was n o t i f i e d ,  does it 
no t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now I show you t h e  b r i g a d e  e n t r y  which took p l a c e  
a t  0935, a s  compared t o  t h e  0840 t h e r e .  Th i s  i s  0935, 55 minutes 
l a te r ,  and i t ' s  been a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  69 were k i l l e d  by ar-
t i l l e r y .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h e  d i sc repancy  came about .  

Q I  W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  any t a l k  a t  a l l  concerning t h e  f i g -
u r e  69? 

A. Yes, a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was over .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
remember whether  it w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 )  i t s e l f  o r  
a f t e r  w e  had moved o u t  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  number 69  d i d  s t i c k  i n  my 
mind u n t i l  I d i d  s e e  t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper t h a t  came o u t  later.  
But as fa r  as t h e  number 69  i t s e l f ,  I d i d  n o t  make a body count  
and a s c e r t a i n  whether t hey  were a r t i l l e r y - k i l l e d  o r  small-arms-
k i l l e d .  

Q. Tha t  i n  my judgment i s  a minor p o i n t  r i g h t  now. I t s  
very germane b u t  --
A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g ,  I do n o t  know how t h e  count 
came about, 
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MR MACCRATE: I ' d  l i k e  t o  pursue t h i s ,  what you may have heard 
a t  the  time. You ' l l  note  t h a t  the  coordina tes  given a r e  no t  
the same and t h e r e  is  a t  l e a s t  a suggest ion t h a t  t h e r e  may have 
been some motion by t h e  CP and f u r t h e r  t ransmiss ions  going back 
and f o r t h .  And your having been t h e r e ,  I would c e r t a i n l y  be in-
t e r e s t e d  i n  as  you look a t  t h a t  and r e f l e c t  upon what you were 
doing a t  t h a t  t ime,  whether you can r e c a l l  what may have been 
s a i d ,  what were t h e  conversat ions going on and what was coming 
i n  by way of inqu i ry  about body counts .  There must have been 
some s o r t  of conversat ion going on i n  your presence a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  l e d  t o  a change i n  t h e  information a t  headquar ters .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  g r i d  coord ina tes ,  t h e  
second one a t  0935  would be f u r t h e r  south and e a s t  is  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

MR WEST: I t ' s  due nor th  about h a l f  a k i lometer .  I t ' s  o u t  i n  
the r i c e  paddy, t h e  second one is .  The f i r s t  one is  r i g h t  i n  
the hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. Then I have no idea  how t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one came a-
bout because I d o n ' t  be l i eve  the  command group was ever  anywhere 
nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  i t s e l f .  I was going t o  say before  t h a t ,  t h i s  
f i r s t  r e p o r t  could poss ib ly  have come from the  command group be-
f o r e  it had moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The second one being 400 
o r  500 meters away from it, could have been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  it-
s e l f .  But i f  i t ' s  due nor th  I d o n ' t  understand how the  ---
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Pul led back along t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  from 
Uptight. 

A. That p a r t i c u l a r  a rea  i n  t h e r e  -- between My Lai ( 4 )  
and the v i l l a g e  j u s t  nor th  and e a s t ,  I t h i n k  it was -- t h a t ' s  
where about t h r e e  weapons were picked up. There was a body count 
of t h r e e  o r  four  i n  the re .  

Q. The 2d Platoon picked up a couple of weapons and two 
VC were k i l l e d  by gunships,  bu t  a s  f a r  a s  we know, no a r t i l l e r y  
f e l l  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  nor th  of t h e  hamlet. 

A. To my knowledge, t h e r e  was none o u t  t h e r e  e i t h e r .  
A s  f a r  a s  conversa t ions ,  I a m  with t h e  command group a t  a l l  t i m e s  
but  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean I ' m  s i t t i n g  on top  of Captain M E D I N A ' s  
r ad io  and monitoring h i s  company o r  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  I am p r i -
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marily concerned with a r t i l l e r y  support  when i t ' s  needed a t  t h e  
t ime, s o  I monitor my own r a d i o .  A s  f a r  a s  conversat ions coming 
i n  t o  the  company, bes ides  a r t i l l e r y  t ransmissions which were very 
few and so  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember r i g h t  now. Pro-
bably the  only t h i n g  t h a t  came through my n e t  was reques t s  f o r  
body counts and t h i s  was a t  the  time t h a t  we were s t i l l  ou t s ide  
the  v i l l a g e .  A s  f a r  as  t ransmiss ions  of and i n t o  the  company 
and b a t t a l i o n  n e t s ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say. 

MR MACCRATE: F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  reques ts  f o r  t h e  body count is  
j u s t  the  t h i n g  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about,  so it would seem t o  me t h a t  
you ' re  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of any communication t h a t  would have gone Ct 
ou t  on t h i s .  Furthermore, we understand t h a t  t h e  r ad ios  t h a t  , t, 
Captain MEDINA was us ing  had a loudspeaker arrangement on them P 

so you d i d n ' t  have t o  have phones on t o  hear what was coming over 
h i s  rad io .  q 

Q 
A. Yes. This doesn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean you can hear  them. 

I 
Q I r e a l i z e  t h a t  problem, bu t  i f  reques ts  f o r  body counts 
were coming i n  t o  you, i f  t h i s  is the  kind of communication you're 
concerned wi th ,  it would seem n a t u r a l  t o  me t h a t  you would be 
one of those who would have an awareness of what was being s a i d  
with r e s p e c t  t o  body counts  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. Your p o i n t  is  we l l  taken. The reques t  f o r  body counts 
may f i g u r e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what the  body counts were, but  
w e  h a d n ' t  moved i n t ~t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  an hour and a h a l f  o r  two 
hours,  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  exac t  time was, so any transmissions as 
f a r  as body counts a r e  concerned would have t o  come from infant ry  
platoon l eaders  who a r e  on the  same n e t  a s  the  company commander's 
RTO. So as  f o r  those t ransmiss ions ,  I could no t  monitor t h e i r  
t ransmiss ions  t o  t h e  company commander. 

Q L e t  me ask you, i f  you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about 
t h a t ,  whether you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  with Captain GAMBLE a-
bout the  ques t ion  of whether o r  not  69 were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  ' 

Captain GAMBLE is who, now? What was h i s  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Wasn't he i n  the  b a t t e r y  a t  Uptight? I 

GAMBLE, yes ,  he was the  b a t t e r y  commander. 
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Q. Do you remember any conve r sa t ions  w i th  him about  
whether o r  n o t  69 had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, n o t  any s p e c i f i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  b u t  I would 
imagine t h a t  t h e r e  was a conve r sa t ion  going on ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
member s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s  t h a t  were s a i d .  

Q. DQ you remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  wi th  anyone? It 
s t a r t e d  t o  be t a l k e d  about t h a t  69 had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
and how p e c u l i a r  t h a t  w a s .  

A. Do I remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t  about  t h e  pecul-  
i a r i t y  of  69 body count?  

Q. Yes, i n  t h e  c i rcumstances ,  69 having been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y .  

A. No, I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  say  t h a t  I do remember one 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  where I d i d  t a l k  t o  someone f a c e  t o  f a c e  
o r  over  t h e  r a d i o  about t h e  p e c u l i a r i t y  of  69 be ing  an a r t i l -
l e r y  body count .  

Q. A f t e r  t h e  e v e n t ,  i n  t h e  nex t  h o u r s ,  d i d  you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any conve r sa t ion  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  because p o s s i b l y  t h e  reason  is I d i d n ' t  
go i n  and make a count  myself so  t h e  a c t u a l  number d i d n ' t  rep-
r e s e n t  t h a t  much t o  m e .  

Q. But you knew very  w e l l  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  69 h a d n ' t  
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and i f  you --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  ve ry  w e l l .  I 
h a d n ' t  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  y e t .  

No, a f t e r  t h e  even t .  

A.  No, I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  say  t h a t  e i t h e r  because I d i d  
n o t  survey t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  so I c a n ' t  say ve ry  w e l l  t h a t  I 
d i d  n o t  know t h a t .  

Q - W e l l ,  you had a very  s t r o n g  s u s p i c i o n ?  

A. Susp ic ions  a r e  f i n e ,  b u t  i f  you d o n ' t  t a k e  the whole 
t h i n g  i n t o  view and survey t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n ,  how can you say  
tha t  you ve ry  w e l l  know t h a t  t o  be t h e  t r u t h ?  
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Q I t h i n k  you ' r e  avoid ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I ' m  p u t t i n g  t o  
you and t h i s  i s  whether you d i scussed ,  a f t e r  t h e  event ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a r e a l  q u e s t i o n  about 69 having been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l -
e r y .  

A*.  I accepted t h a t  number. 

Q e  .You j u s t  accepted i t ?  

A. I accepted t h a t  number and I th ink  it came down t o  
m e  because t h e  number i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  impress m e  a s  be ing  a par-
t i c u l a r l y  v a l i d  number. 

Q. Didn ' t  impress you as be ing  a v a l i d  number, b u t  you
accepted i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There was no way f o r  me  t o  make a body 
count.  

I0: Do you remember how many rounds of p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e  
w e r e  f i r e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was around 1 0 0  rounds. But t h i s  i s  some-
09t h i n g  I g o t  from t h e  f i r s t  d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e ,  t h a t  MARTIN s a i d  he 

had picked up over  a u r  channel  t h a t  it was a 99-round prep.  

Q A 100-round prep would have t o  extend over  q u i t e  a 
per iod .  

A. Probahly 5 t o  7 minutes.  

Q More than  l i k e l y  about  10. 

A. Poss ib ly .  

Q - I f  you have 8 o r  9 rounds .of f  i n  a minute, you ' r e
doing p r e t t y  good. 

A. Th i s  was a 2-by-2 prep,  I b e l i e v e ,  which would co-
v e r  a 300-by-300-meter a r e a  s o  you would be f i r i n g  9 d i f f e r e n t  
g r i d  coord ina te s .  

10: L e t  m e  ask another  q u e s t i o n  on t h i s  69 .  We've t a l k -
ed t o  a l o t  of  people  f o r  example t h a t  came i n  wi th  t h i s  128 f i g -
u r e  and s o  on. And when they went back t o  b r igade  headquar t e r s ,  
they were chided t o  the  n t h  degree about,  "Oh yeah,  you k i l l e d  
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128;  how many of them were women and ch i ld ren?"  Did anybody ev- 
er ask you a  qucs t ion  l i k e  t h a t  concerning the  69 o r  d id  anybody 
ever  p a t  you on t h e  back and say ,  "That 's  r e a l  good shoot ing ,"  
o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it wasn ' t  my shoot ing.  

MR WEST. You ind ica ted  t h a t  you were wi th  the  command group 
on t h e  west  edge of biy Lai  ( 4 )  f o r  an hour and a  h a l f ,  two hours ,  
and you were a t  o t h e r  p laces  i n  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 )  
f o r  some pe r iod  a f t e r  t h a t .  During t h i s  per iod ,  d i d  you s e e  Col-
onel  BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  overhead? 

A. That  wouldn' t s t i c k  i n  my mind a s  f a r  a s  any opera- 
t i o n  was concerned. Any opera t ion  t h e  s i z e  of t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h e  
colonel  would be i n  t h e  a i r  a t  a l l  t imes.  He'd be i n  the  a i r  
probably 4 5  minutes before  t h e  opera t ion ,  be fo re  the  prep s t a r t e d  
and he would remain i n  the  a i r  a s  long a s  t h e  opera t ion  was go-
i n g  on unless  lie was t o  be on t h e  ground. So, more than l i k e l y ,  
he was overhead a t  t h e  time see ing  a s  how we were t h e  a c t u a l  mov- 
ing  element. 

Q. I apprec ia te  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  f a c t .  W e  know he was t h e r e  
a l l  r i g h t .  My ques t ion  was could you have seen him? What a l -  
t i t u d e  was he f l y i n g  a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you. Normally, unless  lie I s  t ak ing  any 
kind of heavy ground f i r e ,  he would be a t  1,000 f e e t .  

Q- Can you remember see ing  him make any low passes  over  
My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, I don1t remember him making any low passes .  
$ 

Q. How about Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  commanders' 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  do you remember see ing  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was i n  t h e  a rea  some time a f t e r  t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n ,  I s a w  him. But then a f t e r  the  opera t ion  s t a r t e d  he 
would normally c i r c l e  q u i t e  high.  

Q. W e  had testimony t h a t  he made two o r  t h r e e  passes  
a t  q u i t e  a  low a l t i t u d e  over t h e  v i l l a g e .  This is  probably af -
ter the  f i r i n g  d ied  down. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  sh ip?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

10: How would you r ecogn ize  Colonel  BARKER f l y i n g  around 
i n  a C&C s h i p ?  What would be  d i t f e r e n t  t h a n  any o t h e r  C&C 
s h i p ?  

A. .There  wouldn ' t  be  any d i f f e r e n c e  u n l e s s  you knew t h e  
t a i l  numbers. 

Q Suppose you d i d n ' t  know t h e  t a i l  numbers? Did he  
have any d i s t i n c t i v e  marklngs o r  any th ing  t h a t  h e ' d  wear t h a t  
you could  p i ck  him o u t  a t  a d i s t a n c e ?  

A. On the chopper? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

MR WEST: I n  h i s  d r e s s ,  what he  wore? Crd 
. a> 

No. 

10: Did you 2ver  n o t i c e  he wore a wh i t e  f l i g h t  helmet?  

A. Q u i t e  a few c o l o n e l s  wore whi te  f l i g h t  he lmets .  

Q- But you d i d n ' t  have very  many c o l o n e l s  f l y i n g  o v e r  
you i n  C&C s h i p s ?  

A. The on ly  reason  t h a t  I would have recognized  it would 
have been Colonel  BARKER o r  Colonel  HENDERSON would be  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i f  I w a s  i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  and I couid  
h e a r  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  r ecogn iz ing  whoever it w a s  i n  t h e  a i r .  
Normally, they  would have t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  and they  would t r a n s m i t  
t h e i r  approximate l o c a t i o n s  t o  us .  That  would be  t h e  only  way 
I could  recognize  them. A s  f a r  as looking  f o r  a w h i t e  helmet ,  no. 

MR WEST: Moving t o  ano the r  p o i n t ,  we've been d i scouraged  as 
t o  whether you overheard any s i g n i f i c a n t  t r ansmis s ions  over  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA's  r a d i o e s  t h a t  morning. I do want t o  i n q u i r e  about  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s .  W e  have ev idence  of t h e i r  having been made. 
We'd l i k e  t o  have your  v e r s i o n  i f  you remember. The f i r s t  is  an 
o r d e r  comlng i n  t o  Captain  MEDINA from Colonel  BARKE2 t e l l i n g  
him t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Now, w e  know 
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t h a t  this w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  a t  one t i m e  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f  
of  CARTER. And q u i t e  l i k e l y ,  t h e  message came a t  an e a r l i e r  
t i m e .  There was s t i l l  a l a t e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  about p o s s i b l y  1150 
o r  1200. I wonder i f  you hea rd  any of t h e s e  t r a ~ s m i s s i o n s  . 
A t  No. 

Q- We've had s e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  who w e r e  n e a r  t h e  r a d i o s  
and hea rd  it coming i n .  W e  thought  it would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  he lp-  
f u l  i f  you w e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and happened t o  h e a r  t h e s e .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h o s e  a c t u a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  were you a t  t h e  command group when they  
broke f o r  lunch on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  the hamlet?  

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q *  T h i s  w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e  o v e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  
Tha t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  I was confused about  because w e  d i d  move. W e  
s p e n t  an hour  o r  s o  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  proper  a f t e r  moving i n t o  it. 
And a s  f a r  as t h e  lunch b r e a k ,  I d o n ' t  remember what I was doing.  

Q. We've had cons ide rab le  t es t imony t h a t  t h e  command group 
brcjke f o r  1 ~ 1 i c h  on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  My La i  j 4 ) ,  o r  r a t h e r  up 
toward t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  and n e a r  a l a r g e  house.  You may re-
c a l l  an  i n c i d e n t  i n  which one of t h e  demol i t i on  men was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  p l a c e ,  blew an e n t i r e  w a l l  down t o  make an open- 
i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  house.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. b l e w  a w a l l  down t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  house? 

9. Perhaps  you remember a demol i t i on  t a k i n g  p l a c e  wi th-  
i n  s i g h t  of you as you were hav ing  lunch t h e r e .  The w a l l  of t h e  
house was blown down. I t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
t h e  scene  i n  your  mind. But a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  
MEDINA was asked f o r  a  body count .  H e  made a r e p o r t  of  310 wi th-  
o u t  s p e c i f y i n g  VC. He gave t h e  body count  over  t h e  r a d i o .  Did 
you happen t o  h e a r  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ?  

A. No. A c t u a l l y ,  a s  f a r  as p inn ing  it down t o  a  body 
count  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I r e a l l y  had a knoxledge o f  were t h e  re-
p o r t s  i n  t h e  paper .  I f  I was invo lved  i n  a body count ,  it wou ldn ' t  
s t i c k  i n  my mind as f a r  as numbers going ove r  t h e  r a d i o .  I 
t r a n s m i t  a l o t  of numbers. 
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Q.  W e l l ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  I ' m  ask ing  f o r  t h i n g s  you might 
have overheard  which perhaps  d i d n ' t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e  you. 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  normal iy  my p r a c t i c e  t o  moni tor  what was 
going on t h a t  much over  t h e  company o r  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  I w a s  p r i -
mar i ly  concerned w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  11et and knowing. e x a c t l y  what 
was going on as f a r  as o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  e n t i r e  area of op-
e r a t i o n s .  

10: What were you l i s t e n i n g  t o  o v e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t ?  
There w a s n ' t  a t h i n g  go ing  on. 

A. W e l l ,  it was on and t h e r e  w e r e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  coming 
th rough ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p e r t a i n i n g  to. o u r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t r a n s -  
miss ions  w e r e  coming through.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  f i r e  a round of a r t i l l e r y  a l l  day,  n o t  i n  
suppor t  of C h a r l i e  Company, excep t  t h a t  p rep ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

I d i d n ' t  f i r e  t h e  prep  and I d i d n ' t  f i r e  any rounds.  

Q .  They pumped a few rounds sou th  o f  My L a i  ( 1 ) .  

A. I t  doesnFt mean you a r e n ' t  going t o  have t o  f i r e  
a r t i l i e r y  t h e  n e x t  minute.  

Q. I know. We've got people  h e r e  t h a t  p r e t t y  w e l l  
unders tand  what an F O  does. I ' v e  had hundreds of FO's and t hey  
s t i c k  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  command group and t h a t  guy ' s  ready 
when they  need a r t i l l e r y ,  h e ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  p u t  it i n .  H e  
knows what is going  on. 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  you 've  t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA s e v e r a l  
t imes  and he  w a s  the  company commander t h a t  l i k e d  t o  run the 
company h imse l f .  And as f a r  as knowledge t h a t  d i d  n o t  p e r t a i n  
t o  you s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h e  normal ly  would n o t  pas s  t h a t  knowledge 
a long.  

MR WEST: W e  t a l k e d  t o  KERN t h e  o t h e r  day, and I want t o  a sk  
you, d i d  he s t i c k  wi th  you p r e t t y  w e l l  t h i s  morning? 

A. Thi s  i s  something 1 r e a l l y  can't r e c o l l e c t  because 
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  t o u r  as forward obse rve r  we l o s t  o u r  81 and 
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four-deuce o b s e r v e r s ,  s o  I w o ~ l da t t a c h  him t o  a p l a toon  it-
s e l f .  And he  would t r a v e l  and he  would s l e e p  w i t h  a p la toon .  
A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  Task Force Barker he d i d  normally t r a v e l  w i t h  m e .  

G - You said that he di<? 

A. Thi s  w a s  j u s t  s e v e r a l  months a f t e r  w e  had a c t u a l l y  
g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  and I wanted t o  keep him r i g h t  t h e r e  f o r  
f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g .  

Q The four-deuce o b s e r v e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was a man 
named FLYNN. Do you recall  him? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- H e ' s  coming i n ,  we h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  him y e t .  I 
wanted t o  ask you i f  KERN, moving a long  w i t h  you and your com-
mand group,  would have seen  t h e  same t h i n g  you saw i n  t h e  way of  
dead bod ie s?  

A. Y e s ,  i f  he  moved w i t h  us t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e .  And aga in  
I say it's very h a r d  t o  r e c o l l e c t  whether  he d i d  s t a y  r i g h t  
t h e r e  w i t h  m e  a t  t h e  t ime b u t  g e n e r a l l y ,  ye s .  

Q a  A t  least  he would have s e e n  some dead bodies?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

10. Did you go s o u t h  w i t h  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  command 
and c o n t r o l  group? 

A. Th i s  i s  a p o i n t  t h a t  I wanted t o  b r i n g  o u t  a t  t h i s  
hear ing .  I t h i n k  I was mis taken i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of t h e  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  t r a c e d  a l i n e  on t h e  map which was supposedly 
t h e  r o u t e  I took .  I th ink  i t ' s  i n c o r r e c t .  I ' m  a lmost  s u r e  it 
is .  Because t h e  on ly  impress ion  t h a t  I g o t ,  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
pace t h i s  ox any th ing  e l s e ,  t h e  on ly  impress ion  t h a t  I g o t  a f t e r  
w e  moved o u t  of o u r  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  a f t e r  coming from t h e  
choppers and moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i s  we d i d  go sou th  f o r  
a d i s t a n c e  an3  t h e n  proceed e a s t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And on o u r  
r o u t e  e a s t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  rice paddy t o  o u r  r i g h t  going i n  
and, t h i n k i n g  back over  t h e  maps, t h e r e  w a s  a rice paddy on 
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t h a t  r o u t e  t h a t  I took.  The r o u t e  t h a t  is t r a c e d  on t h &  map, 
as  f a r  as my r o u t e  goes ,  t h a t  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I d i d  t r a v e l  f u r t h e r  east and a long  t h a t  major t r a i l  w i t h  t h e  
rice paddy t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. W e  were go ing  t o  ask you t o  go over  t h e  map once 
aga in .  

A. I t h i n k  I w a s  j u s t  s o  t i r e d ,  I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  o u t  of h e r e .  

Q - And w e  now, o f  course ,  know , a  g r e a t  d e a l  more about  
who was where a t  what t i m e .  I t h i n k  w e  can h e l p  you. 

A. I d i d  go w i t h  t h e  command group i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was a r o u t e  t h a t  contiiiued sou th  and t h e n  e a s t  
on t h e  major t r a i l .  And the major t r a i l  was t h e  one w i t h  t h e  
rice paddy t o  t h e  r i g h t  as y o u ' r e  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  LO 
a c t u a l l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  cn 

~4 

Q We'd a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would g e t  w i t h  Colonel  
MAHAFFEY a f t e r  and z n n o t a t e  ano the r  photograph. 

10: When you w e r e  down t h e r e  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l - r3 
l a g e ,  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, you w e r e  w i th  him when h e  k i l l e d  d 
t h i s  woman? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - P u t t i n g  t h a t  one a s i d e ,  d i d  you see him k i l l i n g  any-
body e l s e ?  We had soIne r e p o r t s  t h a t  he might a lso have k i l l e d  
a c h i l d  and p o s s i b l y  ano the r  woman. 

A. No, sir.  The only t i m e  I saw him f i r e  h i s  weapon 
w a s  a f t e r  w e  had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  chopper p i l o t  t h a t  
he had s h o t  a VC w i t h  weapons somewhere sou th  and w e s t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q *  The woman t h a t  you d i d  s e e  him s h o o t ,  had you seen  
h i n  shoo t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  a t  a range of about  106 meters?  

A. I n  my tes t imony b e f o r e  I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  woman had 
a l r e a d y  been s h o t  and t h i s  i s  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  I remember, 
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t h a t  t h e  choppers had engaged a VC w i t h  weapons and had s h o t  
h e r  and w e  w e r e  j u s t  going o u t  and check it o u t .  But I d o n ' t  
know whether  you r e a l i z e  it cjr n o t  b u t  i t ' s  very  ha rd  t o  remem- 
b e r  some of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r s  l i k e  t h i s  because when you 've  
beec oc so many o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  are no p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s  
as such t h a t  r e a l l y  s t i c k  i n  your  mind --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i ~ i g )When you see somebody s h o o t  a woman, 
though, you rememher it. At l e a s t  I t h i n k  you would. 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  shoo t ing ,  i f  it d i d  go on 
b e f o r e  she went down --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know e x a c t l y  where . t h i s  took p l a c e .  
I ' v e  had it marked o u t  t o  me r i g h t  on t h e  ground. 

A. Is t h i s  sou th  and wes t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q- . J u s t  a l i t t l e  wes t .  I ' d  s a y  i t ' s  sou th  southwest  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Thi s  i s  sou th  of t h e  b i g  r ice paddy t o  t h e  sou th  of  
t h e  t r a i l ?  

Q- T h a t ' s  right, yon go acrcss.  Xhez you g e t  t o  the 
s p o t  where t h e  woman w a s ,  you had t o  c r o s s  a  d i t c h .  And i n  or-
d e r  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  i t  you could  t a k e  your  chance on going a c r o s s  
through about  5 f e e t  of  w a t e r  o r  you could come down t o  where 
t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  b r i d g e  and c r o s s  o v e r  and go i n t o  t h e  rice 
paddies  t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e r e .  

A. But back t o  your q u e s t i o n ,  i t ' s  a p o i n t  t h a t  b e f o r e  
I had been asked I r e a l l y  h a d n ' t  t h ~ u g h t  about it. And t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I renember t h i n k i n g  about  it w a s  t h e  news r e -
por t  i n  which Capcain MEDINA had s t a t e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  h e  had 
s h o t  t h e  woman. But she  was f u r t h e r  down and she  had mace a 
move. I do remember t h e  woman moving and a l s o  I remembered 
one i n s t a n c e  --
Q. ( I ~ l t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember an OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r  
being r i g h t  t h e r e  and backed o f f  j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways where he 
w a s  looking  e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l  a t  t h i s  woman, w i t h i n  maybe 30 
o r  a t  t h e  most 40 feet  from it i n i t i a l l y  when you came down, a n  
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OH-23 t h a t  had been hover ing  ove r  t h e  body of  t h i s  wornai and as 
t h e  command group approached he backed o f f ?  

A. I t ' s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e  because he d i d  p o i n t  o u t  s e v e r a l  
bodies  around t h e  a r e a .  That  i s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e .  I know I'm n o t  
very much h e l p ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  p i n  it down. 

Q - Before t h a t  had you seen  Captain  MEDINA shoo t  a t  
t h i s  woman when she w a s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Tha t  i s  t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  r i g h t  now, 
is  t h e  f i r s t  though t s  I gave t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  w e r e  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
what I had r e a d ,  i n  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA had s h o t  t h e  woman a f t e r  
she  had been f i r e d  on by gunships  and she d i d  make a move when 
w e  g o t  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

Q. Did you see t h e  woman move? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d ,  b u t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  scene w a s  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been s h o t s  f i r e d  a t  a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  moving 
person  and a t  t h a t  t ime  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether it w a s  a wo-
man, b u t  it was an evading  Vietnamese and t h e r e  w e r e  d i s t a n t  
s h o t s  f i r e d .  

Q- W e l l ,  w i t h i n  t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e n ,  what you 've  
j u s t  i n d i c a t e d ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he had f i r e d  a t  t h i s  wo-
man b e f o r e  he  a c t n a l l y  came cp t o  t h e  wcnan, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. I f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  i n s t a n c e ,  I know you may n o t  be  
a b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  t h e r e  are i n s t a n c e s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  can 
be d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  I guess  you would say ,  from o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  
And you could p o s s i b l y  remember an i n s t a n c e  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  
came from ano the r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - W e l l ,  I can  r e f r e s h  your memory q u i t e  a b i t .  

A. But i f  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  t h e r e  was more than  one per -  
son f i r i n g  a t . h e r  because we had a squad w i t h  u s .  

Q- Here's t h e  v i l l a g e .  Here's t h i s  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  
And r i g h t  t h e r e ' s  where t h e  woman was, r i g h t  t h e r e ,  just off 
t h e  c o r n e r ,  r i g h t  on t h a t  paddy d i k e ,  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  about  8 
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f e e t  down from t h e  c o r n e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an E x h i b i t  P - 1 ) .  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  when w e  g o t  t h e  r e p o r t  w e  were some-
where, I t h i n k  w e  had moved i n  p r e t t y  much midway i n t o  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e ,  o r  w e  h a d n ' t  s t a r t e d  t o  move e a s t  y e t ,  one of t h e  two. 
But w e  d i d  t r a v e l  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  sou th  and a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  w e l l ,  
it seemed l i k e  w e s t .  But t h i s  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  as f a r  a s  
p inn ing  it down--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  j u s t  a minute ago t h a t  t h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  had been marking some a d d i t i o n a l  bod ie s .  

A .  Yes, he had been dropping smoke and g i v i n g  d i r e c -  
t i o n s .  

Q - What happened t o  t h o s e  f o l k s ?  

A. I suppose they  were checked o u t .  What happened t o  
them as f a r  as be ing  checked o u t ?  

Q- Y e s .  

XA. There w c r s  a f e w  squads checking acms of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
o u t  b u t  as f a r  a s  t h i n g s  we checked o u t ,  it w a s  t h e  woman and I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  a l l .  

MR WALSH: D i d  Colonel  LUPER t r a n s m i t  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t  a t  
a l l  t h a t  day? 

A. From my expe r i ence  I would say  no t .  And a s  f a r  a s  
remembering a s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e ,  I d o n ' t  remember one because he 
was normal ly  p r e t t y  q u i e t  ove r  t h e  r a d i o .  I d i d n ' t  hea r ,  him 
t h a t  o f t e n  e v e r .  So a s  f a r  a s  remembering a t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  I 
d o n ' t  remember one and i n  j u s t  speak ing  from t h e  expe r i ence  t h a t  
I ' v e  had w i t h  Colonel  LUPER, I would s a y  t h a t  he probably d i d n ' t  
t r a n s m i t  u n l e s s  it was back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q. You s a i d  a l i t t l e  ear l ier  t h a t  t h e  number 69 k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  came down t o  you. 

A. I d i d n ' t  s ay  t h a t  it came down t o  me a t  a l l .  The 
way I l e a r n e d  about  it was i n  t h e  paper  l a t e r  on f o r  s u r e  and 
then  j u s t  word of mouth wh i l e  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  t 
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Q. You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having heard  it 
over  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t  o r  from any h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  du r ing  
t h e  day? 

A. No, no r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  it w a s  t r a n s -
m i t t e d  a t  some t i m e .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: You s a i d  t h e  chopper p i l o t  s a i d  he was going t o  
mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of VC and weapon. Did you ove rhea r  a t r a n s -
miss ion t o  MEDINA on t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I overheard  t h e  one we checked o u t .  

Q* From t h e  chopper t o  MEDINA? 

A. Right .  And t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from t h e  chopper t o  
Captain  MEDINA,  when t h e  gunships  g o t  t h e  two o r  t h r e e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- From t h e  gunships  o r  from t h e  choppers?  

A. From t h e  choppers.  

MR WEST: When you were t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  MAHAFFEY, you in -  
d i c a t e d  a moment ago something about going beyond My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
We're p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t z r e s t e d  i n  t h e  movements t o  t h e  east of 
My L a i  i n  t h e  subhamlets .  I wonder i f  you would cover  t h a t  
wi th  Colonel  MAHAFFEY . 
10: Would you j u s t  t h i n k  t h i s  one o v e r  f o r  a minute? 
I n  your movement w i t h  t h e  command group through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and coming o u t  down .;:here a t  t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h e n  through t h e  
exper ience  of  s e e i n g  t h e  people  t h e r e ,  perhaps  on t h e  road  
and i n  t h e  CARTER i n c i d e n t  and then  c u t t i n g  back through t h e  
v i l l a g e  aga in .  Could you g i v e  m e  an i d e a  of how many dead non-
combatants you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about what,  small c h i l d r e n ?  

8- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, or 
unarmed c i v i l i a n s .  
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A. W e l l  maybe my d e f i n i t i o n  i s n ' t  q u i t e  a l i g n e d  wi th  
yours ,  b u t  an unarmed o l d  man o r  woman i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a non-
combatant.  I f  you j u s t  want t o  know how many o l d  men, and wo-
men, and c h i l d r e n  I saw I can t e l l  you t h a t ,  b u t  1 d o n ' t  nec-
e s s a r i l y  ag ree  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  noncombatant by any means. Even a 
small c h i l d ,  I c a n ' t  ag ree .  

Q a  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask you one t h i n g .  Did you r e c e i v e  any
f i r e  a l l  d u r i n g  t h a t  morning? 

A. A t  my l o c a t i o n ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. There was 
i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i r e  going on from t h e  t ime we h i t  t h e  ground. 

Q. How many o p e r a t i o n s  had you been on p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q- W e l l  you had been on a few? 

A. Yes, q u i t e  a few. 

Q. Y e s ,  you know t h e  sound o f  an M-16? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You know an M-60 t o o ,  d o n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- You know an AK-47 t o o ,  d o n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  g o t  a scar on my ank le  from one of t hose .  

Q. Did you hea r  any o f  t h o s e  t h a t  morning? 

A. I hea rd  t h e  M-16. A s  f a r  as incoming rounds I can-
n o t  say.  A t  my p o s i t i o n  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  any rounds,  and I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  anybody e l s e  d i d  e i t h e r .  

Q. How many bodies  d i d  you see t h a t  morning? 

A. I s a w  between 15  and 20, p o s s i b l y  a few more t h a n  
t h a t .  
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Q. You d i d  s e e  t h e  group t h a t  was sou th  of  t h e  road ,  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. - I s a w  a group on t h e  major t r a i l ,  and I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  was a count  o f ,  I ' d  have t o  s ay  more than  20 because I 
t h i n k  t h e  count  came o u t  t o  17 o r  18 i n  t h e  one group t h a t  I 
d i d  s e e ,  p l u s  a sma l l  c h i l d ,  p l u s  a few people  around hootches .  

Q. When you went through t h a t  v i l l a g e  you d i d n ' t  see 
any bodies?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t ,  I j u s t  g o t  through t e l l i n g  you 
t h a t  t h e r e  was probably  between 20 and 2 5  t h a t  I d i d  s ee .  

Q. But you saw 17  i n  one group? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. So t h a t  would mean t h a t  you s a w  between t h r e e  and 
e i g h t  o t h e r s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  'I saw one s m a l l  c h i l d  on a t r a i l ,  
and a man i n  a hootch ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  and I d i d  see a 
woman, and ano the r  s m a l l  c h i l d ,  and then  t h e r e  were a few o t h e r s .  
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. How close t o  you,  d u r i n g  t h i s  e n t i r e  ep i sode ,  w a s  
L i eu t enan t  J O H N S O N ,  t h e  M I  o f f i c e r ,  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  Ser-  
gean t  MINH? He a l s o  was a ve ry  good f r i e n d  of  Sergeant  P H U ,  
who w a s  Captain  M E D I N A 1 s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember him ve ry  w e l l .  A s  f a r  a s  moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  I d o n ' t  remember him be ing  w i t h  t h e  com-
mand group wh i l e  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  P r i o r  t o  moving 
through I imagine he  was wi th  us  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  f o r  s u r e  
because I d o n ' t  remember him be ing  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  command group 
whi le  w e  w e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. W e l l  do you remember h i s  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  opening 
of an ammunition box? 

A. This  w a s  b e f o r e  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  coming o f f  
t he  rice paddy. Y e s ,  I was t h e  one t h a t  found t h a t  and --
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A. I passed through it once o r  twice,  yes .  

Q Were t h e r e  more than a few people r i g h t  t h e r e  obser-
ving what was going on i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A .  There was probably h a l f  t h e  company observing. 

Q Yes, and d id  you s e e  Captain KOTOUC do anything t o  
one of t h e  p r i soners?  

A .  No, i f  you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  I t h i n k  it was c u t t i n g  
of t h e  f i n g e r s .  

Q Well I'm t a l k i n g  about having a p r i s o n e r ' s  hand on 
a board o r  on a s t o n e  and bea t ing  t h e  back. 

A. I did  n o t  s e e  t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d  hea r  something along 
t h e  l i n e  o r  through t h e  grapevine of something, b u t  I d i d  n o t  
see  t h a t .  

Q. Now subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime, you saw Captain KOTOUC 
i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Did you s e e  an a d d i t i o n a l  p r i so - ' 

ner  or  s o  taken out  and sho t?  

This was a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  shoot ings?A .  

Q After  t h e  f o u r ,  o r  f i v e ,  o r  s i x  you a r e  t a l k i n g
about. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any more being taken o u t .  It 
was j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  group and I d o n ' t  know whether it was even 
f i v e  o r  s i x .  It might have been l e s s  than t h a t ,  bu t  t h e  i n i t i a l  
group a r e  t h e  only ones I remember being taken over  t o  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t  and being sho t .  

Q. Well now would you t r y  t o  be 
I ' m  not askinq you t o  say  it was f i v e  o r  
more than one or  two I t ake  i t ?  

a s  s p e c i f i c  
s i x ;  it was 

a s  you can. 
something 

A,  Y e s ,  

Q- Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  would be something g r e a t e r  than 
t h a t ?  
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A. Right.  

Q =  So somewhere between four  and s i x ,  I t a k e  i t ,  i s  
what you would pu t  i t ?  

A. Somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  yes .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime s e e  o r  hear  
an a d d i t i o n a l  p r i s o n e r  o r  two be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. 

Q- I j u s t  have one o t h e r  po in t .  You had been i n  oper-
a t i o n s  f o r  some time with t h i s  o u t f i t  and o t h e r  u n i t s  a s  an FO, 
is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. W e l l  n o t  a s  an FO i n  Vietnam wi th  any o t h e r  u n i t s ,  
j u s t  Char l i e  Company. But i n  Schof ie ld ,  yes .  

9 W e l l  t h i s  day you saw 20 t o  25 dead c i v i l i a n s  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  you s a i d  c i v i l i a n s  --

'2 ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  I mean b d i e s ,  some of them were 
babies .  

A. Some of them were small  c h i l d r e n .  

Q Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  and i t ' s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  c l a s s i f y
them a s  VC? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  u n t i l  you g e t  a grenade thrown a t  
you by a s ix-year  o l d .  

Q W e l l ,  now I t a k e  it t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  d i d n ' t  c r e a t e  
such an impression on you, you had probably something l i k e  t h a t  
go on before?  

A. 
was s 
k i l l e  

N o ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  T h a t ' s  a bad assumption. I t  
omething t h a t  shocked me t o  s e e  small  c h i l d r e n  sho t  and 
d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  how they  were s h o t .  I f  they 
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were i n  a group say  t h a t  had been t r y i n g  t o  evade and t o l d  t o  
s t o p ,  more than l i k e l y  t h e  e n t i r e  group would have been f i r e d  
upon i f  they didn ' t s t o p .  So a s  f a r  a s  why they  w e r e  k i l l e d  I 
d i d n ' t  know. A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I saw them I was of course  
shocked a t  s e e i n g  smal l  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know 
of course  how they had been k i l l e d .  

Q How shocked were you? 

A.  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is any k ind  of a s c a l e  
t h a t  you can use.  

Q Were you shocked enough, f o r  example -- I ' m  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  something i n  my own mind: a young American 
boy, an o f f i c e r ,  who s e e s  women and c h i l d r e n  who have been k i l l e d  
i n  a c o n f l i c t .  I ' v e  seen  3 4  y e a r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  and I ' l l  t e l l  
you t h i s  would r e a l l y  shock m e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n  
my own mind, f r a n k l y ,  whether o r  n o t  you would have t aken  any 
subsequent a c t i o n .  a. 

a 
Well, from previous  t a l k s  h e r e  and people ,  had you NA .  

def ined  t h i s  i n  your own mind a s  an a t r o c i t y  a t  t h e  t ime it 
would have been my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  it a s  such.  A s  f a r  a s  
see ing  t h e  smal l  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  a long wi th  t h e  o t h e r  people  
and wi th  a l l  t he  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  t h a t  went i n t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
I r a t i o n a l i z e d  it was something you have t o  do o r  e l s e  you ' r e  rul 
going t o  end ap on t h e  f c u r t h  f l o o r  of t h e  VA H o s p i t a l  dovn tv 
here  t h a t  t h e s e  smal l  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  j u s t  an un fo r tuna te  t h i n g  
about war and t h a t  they  were caught  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e ,  and it 
had happened be fo re .  We rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from an a r e a  
and f i r e d  back and sma l l  c h i l d r e n  had been i n  t h e  a r e a  and 
wounded; and s o  I had seen  it b e f o r e ,  b u t  never  anyth ing  on t h i s  
s c a l e .  

Q Well, d i d  you no t  r ece ive  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  b r i -
gade and through t h e  a r t i l l e r y  channels t h a t  a c t i o n  was t o  be 
taken i n  safeguard ing  noncombatants, and t h a t  even an unarmed 
VC, o r  a p r i s o n e r ,  o r  a s o l d i e r  f o r  example t h a t  is unarmed, 
t h a t  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  of l a n d  war fa re  i s  awarded 
proper  t rea tment  and safeguarding? 

A. This  was a p o i n t  t h a t  I d i d  n o t ,  myself person-
a l l y ,  r ece ive  very much informat ion  on. I s t a t e d  be fo re  I 
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d id  have a Geneva Convention card and t h a t  was t h e  only type  
of p r i n t e d  mat ter  I was eve r  i ssued .  

2 You rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  an o f f i c e r  though,
didn 't you? 

A. Poss ib ly  a 1-hour block a t  OCS. 

Q Yes, b u t  s i n c e  under t h e s e  circumstances it would 
not  appear proper t o  r e p o r t  such an i n c i d e n t  t o  Captain MEDINA, 
s i n c e  it was h i s  u n i t  t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  conducting t h e  exer-
c i s e ,  d i d  you make any e f f o r t  a t  a l l  t o  t a l k  t o ,  t o  name a few, 
t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander? 

A. No. 

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  commander, Colonel LUPER? 

A. I didnl  t de f ine  it a s  such t h e n ,  and t o  be t r u t h -
f u l  wi th  you, I s t i l l  d o n ' t .  So I would have t o  d e f i n e  it i n  
my own mind as  an a t r o c i t y  before  I f e l t  t h a t  I would be o b l i -
gated t o  r e p o r t  it t o  anybody. 

Q Well i f  you had t h a t  impression when you went i n  
t h e r e ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  obvious t h a t  your t r a i n i n g  a s  a m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c e r  had been f a r  from complete. 

A. Very poss ib le .  

Yes. 

V e r y  poss ib le .  

MR MACCRATE. M r .  ALAUX, with r e spec t  t o  t h e  per iod  following 
the  opera t ion ,  we have had var ious  testimony and w e  know a g r e a t  
dea l  about what t r a n s p i r e d .  There had been suggest ions t h a t  
t h e r e  were i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  of var ious  people ,  o r  poss ib ly  j u s t  
informal conversa t ions .  How o f t e n  d i d  you g e t  back t o  Duc Pho 
while you were wi th  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Very r a r e l y ,  very r a r e l y .  I can remember one s tand-
down of 3 days i n  which we d id  go back t o  Duc Pho. 
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Q- But you d i d  s e e  Colonel  LUPER from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Yes, i n  Task Force Ba rke r ,  we would come -- W e l l ,  
I ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  back.  Your o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n  w a s  back a t  Duc 
Pho. W e  d i d  have standdowns a t  t h e  two f i r e  bases  i n  Task 
Force Barker.  A t  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  w e  were t h e r e  I suppose Col-
o n e l  LUPER flew i n  once o r  t w i c e ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as a p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t a n c e ,  I don' t reco1lec.c. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h i s  e v e r  coming 
t o  you and ask ing  you any q u e s t i o n s  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  he w a s  conduct ing an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you kqaw i f  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  w a s  e v e r  63 

f i l e d  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  m 

A .  An i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  i n  t h a t  a body count  w a s  t aken?  

Y e s .  

A .  A s  f a r  a s  m e  s e e i n g  t h e  r e p o r t ,  I neve r  s a w  one. c, 
But I would imagine t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  of t h i s  s i z e  w i t h  t h e  
number of rounds f i r e d  on t h e  p rep  t h a t  t h e r e  had t o  be  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  f i l e d .  

Q Well were you e v e r  asked f o r  any in fo rma t ion  t o  p u t
i n t o  t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

I 0  : Before  w e  recess, M r .  ALAUX, I '11 give  you an oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  you may c a r e  t o  a sk ;  o r  i f  you would 
c a r e  t o  e n t e r  'a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd ,  you may do s o .  

A. No, I have no s t a t e m e n t ,  and I d o n ' t  wish t o  ask 
any q u e s t i o n s  . 
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Q e  Before recess I ' d  l i k e  t o  aga in  remind you t h a t  w e  
have reques ted  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony h e r e  wi th  

. o the r s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  hhve you been c a l l e d  o r  reques ted  t o  
appear be fo re  one of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  committees of t h e  House 
o r  t h e  Senate? 

A. No, s ir ,  I havent t. 

Q W e l l  I j u s t  wanted t o  say t h a t  i n  t h e  event  you a r e  
c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body such a s  t h a t ,  your appear-
ance h e r e  be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and your tes t imony h e r e  would i n  
no way prec lude  your appear ing and/or t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a 
L e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1216 hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1229 hour s ,  10 February 
1970.) 

RCDR : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  named 
persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC MAHAFFEY and MAJ LYNN. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: I t h i n k  you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  f o r  accuracy ,  i f  
f o r  no o t h e r  r ea son ,  we need t o  p i n  down as c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  
t h e  r o u t e  t aken  by t h e  company commander i n  and around My L a i  
( 4 )  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  I unders tood,  by your  p rev ious  
remark t h i s  morning wi th  General  PEERS, t h a t  t h e  anno ta t ed  
a e r i a l  photographs t h a t  you had provided t o  t h e  committee i n  
your p r i o r  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  committee was b a s i c a l l y  i n -
accu ra t e?  

A. Right .  That  I s  c o r r e c t .  
a 

Q. That has  been p r e v i o u s l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  C 

a s  E x h i b i t  P-140. I n  t h e  process  of o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h i s  morn- d 
i n g ,  I w i l l  ask  you aga in  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  your  pa th  
i n  a more a c c u r a t e  manner i f  p o s s i b l e .  

A. Fine.  $ 
m 

Q Before g e t t i n g  i n t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  pa th  t h a t  
LJ 

you may have t r a v e l l e d ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  a comment which 
you made t o  General  PEERS i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  concerning your  
out look on t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  you observed them 
on t h e  1 6 t h .  

Q You p r e f a c e d  your  remarks by say ing ,  "With a l l  
t h e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  t h a t  have gone i n t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  . . . ." 
I am i n t e r e s t e - d  i n  any expansion you might o f f e r .  Can you 
e l a b o r a t e  on what you meant by t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  I meant b a s i c a l l y ,  by t h e  " p r e l i m i n a r i e s  ," 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  day b e f o r e  t o  t h e  whole company by Capta in  
MEDINA. What 'had been s a i d  b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

Q General  PEERS had asked you what your r e a c t i o n  
was t o  hav ing  seen  whatever  number of bodies  you s a w .  He 
< . l a s s i f i e d  them as noncombatants and you g o t  i n t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  
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with him concerning t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of noncombatants and then  a s  
a preface  t o  expla in ing  your f e e l i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and your  atti-
tude a t  t h i s  time you s a i d ,  "With a l l  t h e  p re l iminar i e s  t h a t  had 
gone i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion  . . . ." To what were you r e f e r r i n g ?  

A. I meant by t h e  "p re l iminar i e s"  t h e  a r e a  had been 
defined as  VC-controlled f o r  15 yea r s  and t h a t  a l l  t h e  v i l -
l a g e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  had helped and a ided  t h e  VC i n  t h e i r  move-
ment. Also, t h e  a r e a ,  when en te red  be fo re ,  had been f a i r l y  
a c t i v e  and we had taken ground f i r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  be fo re .  Our 
f i r s t  company K I A  d id  occur i n  t h a t  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was 
s e v e r a l  hundred meters from P i n k v i l l e  i n  t h e  sou th ,  bu t  it d id  
t a k e  p lace  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

Q Was t h i s  Sergeant COX? 

A. No, s ir .  This was Lieutenant  CALLEY1s RTO. I have 
fo rgo t t en  h i s  name. 

Q Was he k i l l e d  by a booby t r a p ?  

A. No, sir.  He was k i l l e d  by .50 c a l i b e r  f i r e .  

Q- By .50 c a l i b e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q So, when you r e f e r r e d  t o  " a l l  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s "  
you were i n  f a c t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  content  of Captain M E D I N A ' s  
b r i e f i n g  as  opposed t o  any o t h e r  p re l iminar i e s  from any o t h e r  
h igher  element? 

A.9 Y e s ,  s ir .  In  f a c t  t h a t  was t h e  major i ty  of what 
I was t a l k i n g  about.  

Q. The major i ty?  Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  of any s i g -
n i f i cance?  

A. Not of any s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  no,  except  f o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  a rea  had been f a i r l y  ho t  before  we moved i n  t h e r e  on 
t h i s  opera t ion ,  s o  those two fac tors - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, i n  your tes t imony h e r e  b e f o r e ,  I 
b e l i e v e  on t h e  6 t h  of J anua ry ,  you d i scussed  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t e n t  
of t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  and I won ' t  rehash  t h a t  ground w i t h  you. But 
r e l a t e d  t o  what you have j u s t  d e s c r i b e d ,  l e t  me ask  you once a-
ga in :  d i d  you c l e a r l y  unders tand  du r ing  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  anyone, any human be ing ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a  was f a i r  game? 

A .  That w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  impress ion.  The g e n e r a l  im-
p r e s s i o n  was t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  would be  c l e a r  o f  noncombatants a t  
t h e  t ime of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  s ay ing  "We're going t o  k i l l  every-
body "?  

N 
A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h o s e  words a s  such,  b u t  t h e  words l-i 

t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would b e  des t royed ,  I t h i n k ,  were i n  t h e  con- rn 
t e x t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g , .  But a s  f a r  as him say ing  " W e  a r e  going t o  
k i l l  everybody," I t h i n k  it w a s  j u s t  a g e n e r a l l y  known f a c t  t h a t  
a l l  l i v e s t o c k  would be  k i l l e d  and a l l  v i l l a g e s  would be  burned.  
But a s  f a r  as k i l l i n g  everybody, I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  s a y  t h a t  
was s a i d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

$ 
(ul
d 

Q There was no doubt i n  your mind, however, a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  and b e f o r e  you went t o  t h e  area t h a t  everyone i n  
t h e r e  w a s  f a i r  game? 

A. Yes, sir.  That  i s  r i g h t .  

Q Going now t o  your movements. Before  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph,  I want t o  t a l k  t o  you t o  determine i f  you 
r e c o l l e c t  c e r t a i n  e v e n t s  which we've been a b l e  t o  p i n  down 
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  i n  terms of  t ime and I t h i n k  by doing t h a t  f i rs t  
it may assist you i n  perhaps  r e t r a c i n g  t h e  pa th  of t h e  command 
group around My L a i  ( 4 )  . Now, you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  you 
h i t  t h e  LZ you set  up a temporary CP l o c a t i o n  a long  t h e  wes te rn  
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  morning t h a t  you 
thought  t h a t  you remained t h e r e  f o r  an hour  and one-half  o r  
two hours?  

A. It w a s  a t  leas t  an hour  and p o s s i b l y  2 .  It w a s  a 
goodly l e n g t h  of t i m e .  
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Q- A t  l e a s t  an hour? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d ,  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  one of t h e  i n t e r r -  
ogators ,  t h a t  you found t h e  ammo box and t h a t ' s  when BERNHARDT 
came over  and pu l l ed  t h e  ammo box up. Now, i n  t h a t  same time 
frame, do you a l s o  r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA and/or Sergeant PHU 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  an o l d  man who t o l d  Captain MEDINA, perhaps Lieutenant  
JOHNSON, t h a t  t h e r e  had been 30 o r  40 VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  
evening before  and they had l e f t  e a r l y  t h a t  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  as  such. I do 
remember t h e  information t h a t  t h e r e  had been an e n t i r e  p l a t -  
oon i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  way I i n t e r p r e t e d  it.was they had 
l e f t  j u s t  p r i o r ,  10 o r  15 minutes be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  took 
p lace .  

Q- Did you i n t e r p r e t  it t h a t  way a t  t h a t  time? Did 
you become aware of t h a t  informatior? when you were s t i l l  i n  
t h e  CP l o c a t i o n  on t h e  western edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  I be l i eve  it was a f t e r  w e  had 
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  I i n t e r p r e t e d  it t h a t  way. The 
information was a c t u a l l y  passed on t o  me. 

Q a  
 You do not  r e c a l l  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p e r  s e ?  

A. No. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. This  would have been an o l d  man? 

A. I n  t h e  CP area?  

Q- T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  In  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  CP a r e a .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. M r .  ALAUX, I show you now a  photograph previous ly  
entered  i n t o  evidence and marked a s  Exh ib i t  P-67, which we 
be l i eve  shows t h e  o l d  man and t h e  two c h i l d r e n  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  
t o  e a r l i e r .  From t h e  evidence we have we t h i n k  they were in-
t e r roga ted  by Captain MEDINA and/or Sergeant  PHU while  you 
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were on o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  western  edge o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (handing P-67 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  

A. The on ly  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I can 
make a s  f a r  a s  l o c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  p o t a t o e s  
i n  t h e  background which was p a r t  of  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  w e  land-
e d  i n .  A s  f a r  as t h i s  t ype  of  farming be ing  done i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  p r o p e r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. There were many 
sma l l  pa t ches .  T h i s  looks  l i k e  it was a f a i r l y  l a r g e  pa t ch  
s o  t h i s  would have been on t h e  wes te rn  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
b u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  where t h e  CP was s e t  up t h e r e  w a s  
a t r e e  l i n e .  From t h e  l i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  and e v e r y t h i n g  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ' s  i n s i d e  of t h a t  a r e a .  It  p o s s i b l y  could  
have been j u s t  o u t s i d e  of  it. 

Q. Do you r ecogn ize  Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you recognize  t h e  o l d  man and two c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  see t h i s  o l d  man, b u t  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  - - When I saw him I b e l i e v e  it 
was i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o; t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  w e  moved s o u t h  and 
e a s t  aga in  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  him 
on t h e  wes te rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

Q. Le t  me t e l l  you t h a t  w e  have had o t h e r  ev idence  
t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  o l d  man w a s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by Se rgean t  
PHU i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of where you had p rev ious ly  i d e n t i f i e d  
as be ing  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  temporary CP a t  about  
0900 hours  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t ?  H e  may have been j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  W e  a r e n ' t  t r y i n g  tc f i x  whether he w a s  on t h e  west-
e r n  s i d e  o r  j u s t  i n s i d e .  But i n  t e r m s  of  f i x i n g  Capta in  
MEDINA1s l o c a t i o n  a t  any g iven  t i m e ,  what ev idence  w e  have 
p o i n t s  t o  your b e i n g  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  a t  about  0900 hours .  
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I f  you r e c a l l  t h e  o l d  man and t h e  c h i l d r e n  and i f ,  
i n  f a c t ,  t h e  remainder of  t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h i s  was some-
where i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  western edge o r  corner  of t h e  v i l -
l age  up t h e r e ,  t h i s  wouid tend t o  he lp  as i n  f i x i n g  a l o c a t i o n  
as  of about 0900 .  

A. This would be e n t i r e l y  a guess  a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
because I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  of t h e  a c t u a l  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  pota toes  
and t h e  ma jo r i ty  of those  crops w e r e  grown o u t s i d e  of t h e  
vi l lage--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  The po ta toes  t h a t  you could s e e  
were o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. I would say  it was somewhere o u t s i d e  of  
t h e  per imeter  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h i s  was taken.  

Q Now, i f  y o u ' l l  look a t  t h i s  l a r g e  photograph o r  
blowup. Actua'ly i t ' s  a p a i n t i n g  ( a r t i s t  % concept of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  and surrounding a rea )  . You prev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  temporary CP was s e t  up along t h e  wes tern  edge i n t o  t h e  
northwestern por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  I would recognize i t  more as an a rea  being 
i n  t h i s  conf igura t ion  (poin t ing)  because it d i d  have t r e e s .  

Q Would you recognize t h i s  a s  be ing  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
(po in t ing  t o  a p o r t i o n  of the  a r t i s t ' s  concept map) i n  t h e  
northwest por t ion  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A - Y e s .  I would say  t h a t  was t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Q You do r e c o l l e c t  t h e  ammo box i n c i d e n t  and .you 
do r e c o l l e c t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  o l d  man and t h e  two 
c h i l d r e n  wherever t h a t .  may have happened? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i t s e l f .  I 
be l i eve  t h a t  was t h e  o l d  man t h a t  was wi th  us  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  when Sergeant  MARONEY and myself came across  
the  two small  c h i l d r e n  and brought them back t o  t h e  CP and 
turned  them over  t o  t h i s  o l d  man. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h i s  
o l d  man, b u t  he was i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  I re-
c o l l e c t .  
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Q Let me show you another  photograph i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
P - 6 6 .  The same o l d  man and t h e  two ch i ld ren .  See i f  you can 
f i x  t h e  l o c a t i o n  b e t t e r  based on t h e  background scenery  i n  t h a t  
photogr aph . 
A. Yes. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was probably i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of the  v i l l a g e .  A s  f a r  az t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n ,  s i r ,  I wouldn't 
be a b l e  t o  say where it was. 

Q I show you a photograph now previous ly  i d e n t i f i e d  
as P-22 and ask you i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  o l d  man depic ted  i n  t h a t  
photograph i s  n o t  t h e  one t h a t  was i n t e r r o g a t e d  on f u r t h e r  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time t h a t  you and Sergeant  MARONEY brought 
the  two small  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Yes. Seeing them now I can remember. He was beard-
ed and was o l d e r  than t h i s  f e l low here .  

Q Do you i d e n t i f y ,  then ,  the  o l d  man i n  P-22 a s  
being t h e  one i n t e r ~ o ~ a t e d ' i nt h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q Would you ",en conclude t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  o l d  man 
was the  one i n t e r r o g a t e d  alone approximately on t h e  western 
edge of the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  gave you o r  Captain MEDINA o r  
Sergeant  PHU the informat ion  about t h e  30 o r  40 VC? 

A. Yes, he is  t h e  person from which t h e  informat ion  
came. I would conclude t h a t  t h i s  i s  probably t h e  man t h a t  
was i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  as  f a r  as l o c a t i o n ,  I cannot a c t u a l l y  f i x  
the  loca t ion .  

Q A s  b e s t  we can r e c o n s t r u c t ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of the 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and g e t t i n g  t h e  information about t h e  30 o r  
40 VC d i d  occur a t  0900. We have log  e n t r i e s .  W e  have 
testimony from o t h e r  people who s t r a n g e l y  enough j o t t e d  
down the  exact  t i m e .  One of t h e  P I 0  men, a s  a m a t t e r  of 
fact, ROBERTS. - - you may recall ROBERTS, t h e  PI0 man, 
who came up t o  you about t h a t  time and t a l k e d  t o  Captain 
MEDINA n o t  only about t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  opera t ion  s o  f a r ,  
b u t  about t h e  informat ion ,  i . e .  30 o r  4 0  VC having been 
t h e r e  and l e f t  t h a t  morning i n  t h a t  nor th  western p o r t i o n  
of the  v i l l a g e .  
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A. Again, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  conversat ion,  it d o e s n ' t  
stick i n  my mind t h a t  it d i d  occur a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time, al-
though i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  d i d .  

Q a I t e l l  you t h a t  merely t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  evidence 
does p o i n t  t o  t h e  CP group being a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  when t h e  o l d  
man was i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

A. Right. 

Q Had you p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time gone t o  t h e  south  where 
Captain MEDINA's  shoot ing  of  t h e  woman occurred? 

A .  No. We disembarked from t h e  choppers and moved 
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  designated a s  the.CP a rea .  

Q Tha t ' s  where t h e  ammo box i n c i d e n t  occured? 

A. Yes. 

Q It was a t  t h a t  s p o t  t h a t  you t h i n k  you remained 
f o r  a t  l e a s t  an hour? 

A. Yes, it was. 

12 A s  best as  w e  can determi-ne; t he  i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
Captain MEDINA s h o t  t h e  woman occurred around 0915 o r  0920 i n  
t h e  morning, perhaps as  l a t e  a s  0930. But i n  no case was 
t h e r e  longer  than about a 30-minute gap from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
you were l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  
t h e  time the i n c i d e n t  occurred and perhaps a s  l i t t l e  as  15. 

A. Right.  

Q You t o l d  me t h i s  morning t h a t  you thought you 
overheard a  t ransmiss ion  from t h e  chopper t o  MEDINA t e l l i n g  
him t h a t  t h e r e  were VC down t h e r e  they  had engaged and k i l l e d ,  
and they were asking them t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  weapons? 

A. Right.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where you and when you heard t h a t  
t ransmiss ion?  
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A. Another i n s t a n c e  i n  which I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a few 
men s e n t  t o  t h e  south--

9 - ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me s t o p  you t h e r e  and I am going 
t o  r e l a t e  t o  you what w e  know happened wi th  those  few men t o  
whom you j u s t  r e f e r r e d .  Almost a s  soon as  t h e  second l i f t  o f  
C Company a r r i v e d  on t h e  LZ t o  t h e  wes t ,  t h e  gunships t h a t  had 
been engaging personnel  who had been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  anned VC 
began t o  smoke va r ious  l o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  LZ and 
reques ted  t h a t  they  be checked o u t .  A squad from t h e  3d 
Platoon which came i n  on t h e  second l i f t  was d ispa tched t o  
t h e  south .  

A. Right. 

Q. And proceeded down i n t o  t h i s  genera l  a r e a .  They 
remained i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  f o r  about 30 minutes o r  35 minutes 
then  tu rned  and came back up t o  probably t h e  southwestern edge a 
of t h e  hamlet. They would have been back up t h e r e  roughly around p-i 

0845 o r  thereabouts  i n  t h e  morning. (\ 

A. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  group t h a t  was s e n t  down i n  
t h i s  are--I r e c a l l  us coming back i n t o  our  a r e a  a l i t t l e  b i t  
f u t h e r  west and n o t  a c t u a l l y  t o  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  b u t  
j u s t  t o  the  e a s t  of  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  t'

d 
Q But you do r e c o l l e c t  t h e i r  coming back i n t o  your a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 0 Do yon r e c o l l e c t  t h e i r  coming back i n t o  your a rea  
be fo re  you and Captain MEDINA and t h e  r e s t  of the command group 
went south?  

A. Yes, sir .  They were back i n  t h e  a r e a  be fo re  we took of f .  

Q. T h a t ' s  f i n e .  Now, given t h a t  you were probably a t  
t h e  nor thwes t , co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  around 0900 t h a t  the 
t h i r d  squad from t h e  3d Platoon had re tu rned  t o  the  a r e a ,  t h e  
general ayes of the L Z ,  ai aboui  G 8 4 5  and t h a t  t h e  shoot ing  or' 
t h e  woman had occurred somewhere i n  t h e  0915 t o  0930 time frame, 
l e t  me ask you i f  you can r e c a l l  where you were when you re-
ceived the  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t  t o  MEDINA t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h e r e  
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had been VC engaged t o  t h e  south  and asking him 
t o  send someone down t h e r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  were you s t i l l  on 
t h e  western edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I donft b e l i e v e  we w e r e  along--we had s t a r t e d  
moving. 

Q I n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. South. I n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q I n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A: Yes. A s  f a r  a s  i f  w e  had turned  t o  t h e  e a s t  y e t ,  
I b e l i e v e  w e  had. I b e l i e v e  we  had t r a v e l l e d  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  

Q A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. Actual ly  i t  was t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e .  1t:wasn ' t  
i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  it was on t h e  southern  boundary of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q On t h e  east-west t r a i l  on the southern  edge of the 
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  This was t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  w e  came i n t o .  

Q So you d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t r a v e l  sou th  along t h e  western 
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  turned  e a s t  a long t h a t  east-west 
t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q Did you, during t h i s  t ime p e r i o d ,  g e t  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. That i s  something I c a n ' t  remember because I know 
t h a t  w e  t r a v e l l e d  i n  a southwest d i r e c t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  

Q- To t h e  woman? 

A. To t h e  woman. I f  we  had been on this wes te r ly  t r a i l  
we  would n o t  have t r a v e l l e d  very  f a r  w e s t ,  s o  i t  leads  me t o  
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b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  had e n t e r e d ,  t o  some d i s t ance .  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  p i n  it down, bu t  we had en te red  i n t o  t h a t  end of 
the v i l l a g e  along t h e  east-west  t r a i l .  

Q 0 
The p o i n t  is  do you r e c o l l e c t .  Prom t h e  t i m e  t h a t  

you l e f t  t h a t  northwest  corner  u n t i l  MEDINA g o t  the c a l l ,  do 
you r e c o l l e c t  being i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ?  

No, I don't.. 

Q Do you, then ,  th ink  you were along this east-west  
trail a t  t h e  t i n e  t h a t  MEDINA g o t  t h e  t ransmiss ion?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  I t  was such a minor p o i n t  a t  t h e  
t ime t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  hard  t o  remember, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
we had en te red  a c t u a l l y .  

Q Let  m e  ask you t h i s  : had you seen  any of the 
bodies  t h a t  you descr ibed  t h i s  morning p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  you went s o u t h  w i t h  Captain MEDINA? 

A. P r i o r  t o  the time when w e  t r a v e l l e d  sou th  t o  
t h e  woman? 

Q Y e s .  

A.  Well, t h a t  would a l l  s t e m  back t o  t h e  p o i n t  of w h e t h e r  
we  had e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time he got--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Yes? T h a t ' s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t .  

A .  I see your p o i n t ,  b u t  I 'm n o t  being much help. 
Y e s ,  sir. Thinking now and p u t t i n g  it i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  I 
had seen ,  I ax p r e t t y  sure I had seen  bodies  prior to iAe 
t ime t h a t  w e  went out  t o  check o u t  t h e  woman. 

Q Bodies on t h e  LZ o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. In '  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Let me t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  were people k i l l e d  on 
t h e  LZ. 
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A. E s a w  no bodies  on t h e  LZ a t  a l l . .  . 

Q .  So t h i s  would have been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  going 
southwest? 

A. Yes, sir, T b e l i e v e  s o  because i t  did  s t i c k  i n  my 
mi.nd somewhat, I had seen  bodies  be fo re  w e  went o u t  t o  check 
tM .s  VC o u t  and t h e  choppers w e r e  c a l l e d  in. 

a .  Would Captain MEDINA have seen  those  bodies  l o g i c a l l y ?  
I'm n o t  asking you t o  say whether he s a w  them o r  n o t .  

A. , Logica l ly ,  I b e l i e v e  so, yes. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of the bodies? 

A. N o .  J u s t  one small  c h i l d  along t h e  east-west t r a i l  
i n  t h e  group. 

9 ??hich e a s t - v e s t  trail? T h e  one "isthe south of the 
v i l l a g e  o r  through t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A - .. South of t h e  v i l l a g e  because I remember t h e  r i c e  
paddies. 

9 . L e t  m e  tell yon, i t ' s  entirely pass ib ls  L'Iat yeu 
Saw Chat one c h i l d  a f t e r  you re tu rned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from the 
p o i n t  where the MEDINA - woman i n c i d e n t  took p lace .  

A .  I t 's  very p o s s i b l e .  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember 
t r a v e l i n g  and pene t ra t ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  very f a r .  

Q Before you went south?  

A. Yes. Before w e  moved o u t  south .  

Q But do you th ink  you went i n  a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e ?  

A. . Yes. Some d i s t a n c e .  Yes. 

Q You d o n ' t  know how f a r ?  

A. No. 
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Q Now. A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  c a l l  came i n  t o  MEDINA 
about t h e  VC i n  t h e  southwest and you went t o  t h a t  a r e a ;  you 
s a i d  t h i s  morning t h a t  t h e r e  were some squads opera t ing  down 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  Were you r e a l  s u r e  about t h a t  o r  w e r e  you t a l k -
ing  about t h e  one squad which had gone south  e a r l i e r  and had 
re turned  t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. I s a i d  t h e r e  were squads opera t ing  i n  t h e r e .  

Q You were asked a ques t ion  about some people o r  
bodies  found i n  t h e  a r e a  and what happened t o  them, and 
you s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were squads opera t ing  i n  t h e  area .  

A. No. As f a r  a s  squads opera t ing  i n  t h e  area.  t o  
the  southwest,  t h e *only one I r e c o l l e c t  was s e n t  down whi le  
w e  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  command group. There w e r e  r e p o r t s  coming ' 

i n  and t h e r e  was smoke being dropped a l l  over  t h e  a rea .  
I t  's an assumption on my part--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Did you h e a r  any of  t h e  t ransmiss ions  
a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h e  dropping of t h a t  smoke? 

A .  J u s t  p a r t s  o f  it. 

Q. But on t h e  company n e t ?  

A .  Yes. Tileli, Lo. I t  wouldn ' t  have come i n  on t h e  
C C I T I ! ~ ~ ~ ~I? --L net hec=1cse I helie~reths choppers were 02 the b z t t z l i ~ n  
n e t .  

Q They had a FM rad io .  They could have very  e a s i l y  
t a l k e d  wi th  the  g r o m d  elements .  I n  any case ,  t h e s e  conversat ions 
were overheard coming i n t o  MEDINA' s loca t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I r e c o l l e c t  conversat ions about t h e  marking. 

Q What was t h e  g i s t  of  t h e  conversat ion? 

A. The g i s t  of t h e  conversa t ion  was t h a t  they were VC lo-
c a t i o n s ,  they had been shot, and they requested people t~ go o u t  
t h e r e  t o  check them ou t .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  squads going out 
and checking o u t  t h e s e  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  
I made an assumption i n  t h a t  i f  a c a l l  d i d  come down and a  reques t  
by t h e  chopper p i l o t s  was made t o  check t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  o u t  
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t h a t  Captain MEDINA would have sent someone t o  these  
loca t ions .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  squads o r  people
opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h e  time t h a t  you headed southwest? 

A. N o ,  except  f o r  our  group which was about s i x  o r  seven 
people. 

Q Enroute t o  where t h e  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  Captain 
MEDINA and t h e  woman even tua l ly  occurred,  d i d  you s e e  any ad-
d i t i o n a l  bodies? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I .did. I s a w  one man on a t r a i l . .  

Q Captain MEDINA has  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he saw t h r e e  t o  four .  

A .  I t ' s  very poss ib le .  I remember t h e  one man s p e c i f i c a l l y  
because he had been s h o t  up p r e t t y  badly.  Most of h i s  head was 
missing. 

Q Did it look l i k e  it was smal l  arms, a r t i l l e r y ,  ox 
gunships ? 

. A. I would t h i n k  it was gunships,  because i t  looked 
l i k e  minigun rounds a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  

,Q. L a t e r  on I am going t o  ask you t o  t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  
the  approximate l o c a t i o n  where you depar ted  the  v i l l a g e .  I 
w i l l  t e l l  you where Captain MEDINA was involved i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
with the woman and try t o  p i n  down where you saw t h a t .  Now 
you i n d i c a t e d  t o  General  PEERS t h i s  morning t h a t  you have a 
vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  of some f i r i n g  o r  some f i r e  being d i r e c t e d  
p r i o r  t o  your a r r i v a l ,  towards t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who eventua l ly  
turned o u t  t o  be a woman? 

A. Yes. It I s  a confusing p o i n t  because t h e  f i r s t  
thought t h a t  I had given t o  i t  was t h e  r e p o r t  that Captain 
MEDINA had rece ived ,  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l  from t h e  choppers saying 
they had. s h o t  themselves a VC with a weapon and they were 
marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  wi th  smoke. This  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
we were going t o  a t  t h e  time. En r o u t e  t h e r e  was an evading 
Vietnamese o u t  about 125 o r  100  meters ,  a good d i s t a n c e .  

Q One o r  two? 
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A .  One, I t h i n k ,  and t h e r e  were s h o t s  f i r e d  from a 
goodly d i s t a n c e .  

Q By members of  the command group? . 

Yes. Right. Not a c t h a l l y  the command group. 

Q People t h a t  were t r a v e l i n g  wi th  the command group? 

A, Y e s .  

Q Is it your assumption then o r  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  that 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h i t  by whoever f i r e d  those  s h o t s  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  
same women with whom Captain MEDINA was l a t e r  involved? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You know t h a t ?  

A ,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I assume t h a t .  

Q Afte r  you reached t h e  s i t e  where t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  
Captain MEDINA occurred ,  do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  along o r  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  anywhere, any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies  ? 

A.  The one t h a t  I a l ready  t o l d  you about ,  I do remember 
s e v e r a l  animals along t h e  way t h a t  had been shot. ?is f a r  a s  
o t h e r  bod ies ,  i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  r e a l l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were a d d i t i o n a l  
bodies  i n  - t h e,area because t h e  gunships had worked it over p r e t t y  
w e l l .  

Q Did t h e  command group sea rch  around t h e  a rea?  

A. Not a very thorough sea rch ,  no. It was more of  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  than 
a p a r t i c u l a r  sea rch  of t h e  a rea .  

Q But t h e  choppers were dropping smoke on p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a t i o n s ?  

A .  Right. 

Q* Was t h i s  an OH-23? 

A. This is  something again t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p i n  down. 
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Let's see, we  had two 23 ' s  on t h a t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  
had t h e  door-mounted M-60's. N o  maybe w e  d i d n ' t  have the M-60 's 
b u t  i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  23 's d i d  drop t h e  smoke. But 
the way I remember it it was t h e  Huey 's t  t h e  1 B ' s .  

Q - The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  it probably was t h e  23 ' s .  
W e  t h i n k  it was an OH-23 t h a t  was dropping smoke t o  mark t h e  
l o c a t i o n s .  

A. T h a t ' s  very p ~ s s i b l ebecause the smoke was being 
dropped 300, 4 0 0 ,  and 500 meters  from where we were. 

a .  That's m y  w h o l e  p o i n t .  What happened i n  response 
t o  t h a t  smoke? Did t h e  CP group check it o u t ?  You're going 
south and MEDINA would have been involved w i t h .  this th ing .  

A. The d e s t i n a t i o n  was t h e  smoke. On t h e  way I c a n ' t  
remember whether t h i s  occurred a t  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o r  no t .  
But  along the way is  when t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  t h e  woman occurred. 

Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ? .  Did you check o u t  any 
' o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  checked o u t  one o r  two l o c a t i o n s  a f t e r  
t h a t  and as f a r  as g e n e r a l  d i rec t ion--

& . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you f i n d  any web g e a r  o r  any 
equipment dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  o f  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d id .  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  
I don ' t .  b e l i e v e  we  d i d .  

Q While you were south  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  can you desc r ibe  
, as b e s t  you can r e c o l l e c t ,  what i n  f a c t  t h e  command group d id?  

A. Af te r  w e  l e f t  t h e  southern  boundary of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q And headed towards where t h e  woman was? 

A. No. J u s t  t h e  g e n e r a l i t i e s  t h a t  you have now; t h a t  
w e  d id  move i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and checked out  one, two, 
o r  t h r e e  of  t h e  smoked l o c a t i o n s .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  the woman 
d id  occur then  and t h i s  took p lace  probably wi th in  30 t o  50 
minutes,  a t  which time w e  turned around and came back i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  
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Q You say you turned  around, meaning you headed back 
towards t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  o r  can you r e c a l l  approximately where 
you reen te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Let  me ask you t h i s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  medevac o r  
t h e  wounding of CARTER? Af te r  r e t u r n i n g  from where t h e  MEDINA -
woman i n c i d e n t  occurred ,  d i d  you r e e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where CARTER was even tua l ly  medevac'd 
from? 

A. Yes, we d id .  

Q P r i o r  t o  h i s  medevac? 

A. . Yes. 

Q Re-entered t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t r a v e l e d  t h e  east-west  
t r a i l  a t  t h e  southern  edge? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  we  t r a v e l e d  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  
sometime and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what l o c a t i o n  CARTER1s medevac was, 
b u t  i t  appears t o  me t h a t  it would be i n  this a r e a  r i g h t  here. 

Q T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  good fix and 1'11 have you mark 
t h a t  i n  a moment. What d i d  you s e e ,  i f  anything,  between the 
time t h a t  you a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  t ime you 
reached CARTERI.!s medevac l o c a t i o n ?  

A. A s  far as bodies?  

Q Y e s .  O r  anything e l s e '  f o r  that m a t t e r .  

A. From t h e  time t h a t  w e  l e f t  t h e  woman I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  
see ing  any o t h e r  bodies  on t h e  way back. 

C a Other t h a n  t h e  two t h a t  you desc r ibed ,  the woman and 
t h e  man. 

A. Right. 
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Q Did you s e e  any wounded people along t h e  t r a i l  be-
tween t h e  p o i n t  where you came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and the p o i n t  
where CARTER was medevac 'd? 

A. I f i x e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  I saw on t h i s  
east-west  t r a i l .  But as f a r  as d i s t a n c e  from the western bound-
ary i n  an e a s t e r l y  d f r e c t i o n ,  I cannot fix what t h e  l o c a t i o n  was  
along t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q Might it have been about t h e  same p o i n t  from which 
CARTER was medevac 'd? 

A. Yes, poss ib ly  s o ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q S h o r t l y  be fo re  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  T rave l l ing  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  But a s  
f a r  as p o s i t i v e l y  p lac ing  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you f i r s t  g o t  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  con-
cerning CARTER'S wound? Were you a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ?  

A. Are you speaking about t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  he re?  

Q Well, you t e l l  me where you first g o t  t h e  c a l l .  Were 
you moving when you g o t  t h e  word? 

Y e s ,  more than  likely. Pt was on the way back, 

Q CARTER was wounded a s  b e s t  a s  w e  can f i x  it along
about 1015 o r  1020  hours i n  t h e  morning. Now the woman t h a t  
MEDINA s h o t  was s h o t  sometime between 0915 and 0930 i n  the morn-
ing. I am t r y i n g  t o  account f o r  that approximate hour of t i m e  
t h a t  e l apsed  i n  t h e r e ,  what t h e  commander was doing. Was it, 
i n  f a c t ,  s ea rch ing  t h e  a rea?  

A .  It was a sea rch .  It w a s n ' t  a completely d e t a i l e d  
sea rch  i n  t h a t  w e  were heading f ~ rsmoke p r imar i ly .  

Q B u t . n o t  f ind ing  anything when you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No. I f  t h e  a r e a  was marked, I 'm s u r e  t h e r e  was 
a body count.  A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  t h e  only  two bodies  
t h e r e  t h a t  I remember a r e  the woman and the man. Had - t h e r e  
been smoke dropped on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  
must have been bodies  t h e r e .  
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of how many d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n s  you went t o ?  

A. .' It must have been t h r e e  o r  four .  

Q Following t h e  MEDINA - woman i n c i d e n t ?  

A. ' No, t h e r e  was probably only one o r  two a f t e r  the ME-
D I N A  woman i n c i d e n t .  

Q The s i t e  where CARTER was medevac'd was a t  an i n t e r -
s e c t i o n  of t h e  east-west  t r a i l  along t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l -
age and t h e  north-south t r a i l  which i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  
about t h e  cen te r .  Tha t ' s  about t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which CARTER was 
medevac'd. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  medical evacuat ion  that occurred? 

A. No. I saw t h e  p i c t u r e s  of CARTER being c a r r i e d  i n t o  
t h e  chopper and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it. I know t h a t  it d id  
occur  a t  about t h a t  time. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  medevac p e r  s e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  It 's ve ry  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I was s tanding  
t h e r e ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  impress me. 

Q What d id  you s e e  i n  and around t h a t  a rea?  

A. O f  t h e  medevae? 

Q Anything, bodies? 

A. I t  had been be fo re  t h i s  time t h a t  I d i d  see t h i s  
small  c h i l d  on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q Before the medevac? 

A. This i s  something t h a t  I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  f i x .  I 
a m  f a i r l y  con£i d e n t  it was be fo re  the main i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q This is  i n d i c a t i n g  w e s t  of t h e  main i n t e r s e c t i o n ?  

A. Right,  and t h e  o t h e r  group t h a t  f saw, I believe that  
i s  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  we moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Afte r  t h e  medevac moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. 
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Were you moving north? 

Northeast. 

0 North o r  nor theas t .  

A. Right. 

Q What path d id  you t r a v e l  a f t e r  you entered the  v i l -
l a g e ?  

A. It 's very hard t o  say. gain, I be l ieve  it was some-
where i n  t h i s  general  area  t h a t  we d id  take  of f  from our eas t -
w e s t  d i r ec t ion .  

& And headed f o r  t h e  nor theas t?  

A. Yes. 

Q 0 That i s  p r e t t y  c lose  t o  what Captain MEDINA r e c o l l e c t s .  
Once you reached the  north-eastern edge ~f the vl llage, do you 
r e c a l l  whether you ha l t ed  along the  ea s t e rn  edge of t he  v i l l a g e ,  

e north-eastern edge? 

A. N o .  I remember the  h a l t  dom i n  t h i s  area .  

Q. Near the  t e e  junction, Ts t -ha t  where you had chow? 

A. I th ink chow was -- I cannot remember an ac tua l  chow 
break t h a t  day t o  be t r u t h f u l  with you, and i t ' s  very poss ib le  
that I d id  e a t  t he re  myself. A s  f a r  as a chow break,  when you 
are  on a move i n  an operat ion l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e r e  is no formal chow 
break. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  ' a f t e r  having reached the north-eastern 
edge or  any place  on t h e  northern edge of the  v i l l a g e  up here 
hau l t ing  and Captain MEDINA having a meeting with h i s  platoon 
leaders  ? 

After  w e  moved i n t o  the v i l l a g e ,  I know t h a t  i t  would 
t h e . l o c a t i o n  where t he  o ld  man, t he  bearded o ld  man, was be-

in terrogated.  It was somewhere i n  the  i n t e r i o r  of the  vF11-
age. 
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Q* Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  bearded 
o l d  man might have occurred e i t h e r  s l i g h t l y  west o r  s l i g h t l y  
e a s t  of  t h e  junc t ion  from where CARTER'S medevac occurred? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it would have been more nor th  and e a s t .  
A s  f a r  as  the d i s t a n c e  t h a t  w e  t r a v e l e d  throughout t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I cannot p i n  it down. 

Q You d i d  t r a v e l  from t h e  t e e  junct ion  t o  t h e  north-
e a s t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Get t ing  back t o  t h e  meet ing,  do you r e c a l l  a meeting
between Captain MEDINA and t h e  p la toon l eader s?  

A. Yes. I b e l i e v e  he c a l l e d  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r  
once we reached an a r e a  100 meters  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  a' 

r*3
t h ink  i t  was on t h e  edge,  because I remember q u i t e  a b i t  of t r e e  N 
l i n e  which would f i x  it somewhere around t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  

Q I am going t o  ask you t o  p u t  a number 1 a t  t h e  loca-
t i o n  where you b e l i e v e  t h e  temporary CP was set  up a t  the  i n t e r -
s e c t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  had been made, 

8 
t'l 
d 

(The wi tness  does a s  requested.)  

W i l l  you p u t  a number 2 a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  from which 
you b e l i e v e  t h e  command grcup depar ted  i n  order  t o  move t o  the 
south  i n  response t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c a l l  regarding  dead o r  wounded 
VC. 

(The wi tness  does a s  requested.)  

A. Do you want a l i n e ?  

Q No, j u s t  a number a t  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where 
you were a t  t h e  time t h e  c a l l  came i n  and where you depar ted  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I would say it was down i n  t h i s  a r e a ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

& Is your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you were on t h a t  t r a i l ?  
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A. I t 's  n o t  t h a t  we  were on t h e  east-west  t r a i l .  My only 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  w e  s t a r t e d  moving sou th  and a s  f a r  a s  moving 
e a s t - w e s t  , I cannot r e a l l y  remember moving east-west . 
Q Were you i n s i d e  t h e  viiiage t hen  a t  -the t h e  the call 
came i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  were i n s i d e .  We were along t h e  
edge. 

Q. Along t h e  western edge o r  t h e  southern  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  Somewhere from t h e  i n i t i a l  CP and t h i s  a rea  
down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q J u s t  t r a c e  then ,  from p o i n t  2 ,  what you b e l i e v e  t o  
be your approximate pa th  through t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  going o f f  
t o  the  southwest i n  response t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

A. Well, w e  s t ayed  p r e t t y  much on this major t r a i l  i n  
a scmthekn d i r e c t i o n .  This, i s  a wes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n .  

(The wi tness  w a s  o r i e n t a t e d  i n  d e t a i l  t o  Exhib i t  
P-1, MAP-4, and MAP-8.) 

8 Having seen t h e  engineer  graphic  reproduct ion  of 
t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  a s  it e x i s t e d  on 1 6  March 1968, MAP 8,  
would you t r a c e  your genera l  pa th  from the temporary CP l o c a t i o n  
a t  t h e  southwestern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  southern edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from where you l e f t  t o  go toward t h e  woman's 
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. As I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  time of 
t h e  c a l l  from t h e  chopper t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the women, I can-
no t  r e c o l l e c t  i f  w e  moved along t h e  v i l l a g e .  But I would say  
we  had continued on a southern course from secur ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  a p o i n t  approximately here .  Sometime we d i d  g e t  the  c a l l  
from what is  a l o c a t i o n  o u t  h e r e  t h a t  should be checked o u t .  

Q. Let me back up a minute. Did you move behind any 
t roops  as  they moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Yes. There w a s  t h e  3d Platoon t h a t  d i d  move through 
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  us. 

Q Did you fol low behind them f o r  any d i s t a n c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  we d id .  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  

Q That would tend t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  CP group d i d  i n  
f a c t  follow them some d i s t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  That i s  my genera l  r e c o l l e c t i o n :  t h a t  we  d i d  n o t  move 
nor th  t o  200 o r  300 meters a t  t h e  most u n t i l  we proceeded i n t o  
the  v i l l a g e .  

Q The whole v i . l l age  from w e s t  t o  e a s t  i s  n o t  more than  
300 meters long. 

A. This would make t h i s  300 meters t o  t h e  south.  

Q I f  you followed them, it  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you g o t  
nl 
PI 

i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  d r i v i n g  south .  CV 

A. Very l i k e l y  and I do remember, t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  bad, 
b u t  I do remember now moving through a f a i r l y  def ined  t r a i l .  

Q Eas t  t o  west? (JId 
A.  E a s t  t o  west and then a s  f a r  a s  t h e  time again ,  we  
had this r a d i o  r e p o r t  about t h e  VC -- I cannot f i x  it. It 's  
very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w e  moved In our  western d i r e c t i o n  and then 
moved south  again a t  which time w e  probably g o t  t h e  r e p o r t  
then.  And i t  would e i t h e r  be r i g h t  a t  t h e  junct ion i n  t h i s  a r e a  
o r  a f t e r  we had poss ib ly  s t a r t e d  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  
b u t  t h i s  l i n e  h e r e  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t .  

Q I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  pa th  e a s t  on t h e  southwestern edge
of the  v i l l a g e ,  You do n o t  remember bodies  t o  your l e f t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I remember bodies i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

0 - Before driving sogth? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. 
l i n e ?  

(ALAUX) 
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A, Very poss ib ly ,  it would have been an e a s t e r n  d i r e c t -  
ion taken from t h i s  p o i n t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  I w i l l  t r a c e  it from 
this p o i n t ,  a south-eas tern  d i r e c t i o n  and then cont inuing  south 
again.  

B I f  you w i l l  mark with a number 2 ,  t h e  p o i n t  where you 
r e c o l l e c t  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s i a l e  t h a t  you e x i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  on 
t h e  southern  edge. 

.'a.

& A s  c l o s e  a s  poss ib le  would be the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of the  
main east-west  t r a i l  and t h i s  north-south t r a i l  t h a t  we had t r a v -
eLed through t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  

y e  That is no t  t h e  mair north-south t r a i l .  That is  t h e  
western north-south t r a i l .  

A. That i s  t h e  western,  north-south t r a i l .  

C!a I ' m  going t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  yoli where t h e  balance of 
Our evidence I n d i c a t e s  t h e  FncF6ent F n v ~ l u i n qCaptain MEDINR 
and t he  woman occurred.  That is the p s i n t  genera l ly  i n  t h i s  
area ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
A. I would f i x  it i n  t h e  c e n t e r  s f  t h i s  r i c e  paddy clike 
on the nor the rn  edge. 

I? 
' r ~. Fleuld you mark that wi.Lh a n.ranG:,ex 4 ?  

(The witness  d id  as reques ted . )  

I n  between p o i n t  2 and p o i n t  4 ,  you have t e s t i f i e d  
that dur ing  your movement you observed t h e  body of t h a t  one man. 
Would you fix t h e  appropr ia t e  l o c a t i o n  where you saw t h a t  body? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  t h e  body s!: t h e  one man 
t h a t  I do remember very v i v i d l y  was on a gencznl north-south t r a i l .  
And t h i s  w a s  from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of where t h e  i n c i d e n t  with t h e  
women occurred t o  t h e  e a s t ,  so  t h i s  i s  merely a guess a s  t o  t h e  
rou te  w e  t r a v e l e d .  I f  w e  d i d  r ece ive  t h e  c a l l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
we would have proceeded i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and along through t h i s  
p o i n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  I be l i eve  see ing  the man wculd have occurred,  
I t ' s  very .  p o s s i b l e  w e  could have moved. 
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Q That i s  a t r a i l  l ead ing  sou th  from t h e  southwestern 
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and which passes  immediately t o  t h e  , e a s t  of  
where t h e  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  Captain MEDINA and the woman occur-
red. 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  we moved i n  a southwest d i r e c t i o n  
from this p o i n t ,  because I do remember being on a major t r a i l .  

Q Could it have been on t h e  t r a i l  where you saw the 
dead man? 

A. Yes. I t ' s  a major t r a i l  w i t h i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

Q a Would you mark t h a t  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  you can w i t h  a n u -
b e r  3 ,  p lease?  

A. There was some t r e e  l i n e  r i g h t  h e r e  and i t  would have 
been r i g h t  i n  this a r e a  (doing a s  requested)  . 

3 
- CI)

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  Capt- C\d 
a i n  MEDINA and the  woman occurred,  you searched approximately 
two o r  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n s  of bodies  t h a t  had been marked 
by t h e  choppers. What genera l  d i r e c t i o n  d i d  t h i s  occur  from where $ 
t h e  woman was s h o t ?  

A. I would say  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  south  and s o u t h e a s t .  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  t r a v e l e d  ve ry  much more sou th  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  

a 
just t h e  impression that I have r i g h t  now. We s t ayed  p r imar i ly  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  searched t h a t  a r e a ,  and turned  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f ,  

8 If you went t o  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  it would have been t o  
t h e  south  o r  s o u t h e a s t  where t h e  woman was s h o t ?  

A. And very poss ib ly  w e  moved somewhat w e s t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  a s  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  of t h e  woman. 

Q W i l l  you t r a c e  approximately t h e  pa th  t h e r e  between 
po in t s  2 ,  3 ,  and 4 ?  

A .  1 don't actual ly  remember being on tA5is ac:tual t r a i i  
very  much. 

&. You a r e  only t a l k i n g  of  from p o i n t  3 t o  p o i n t  4 .  You 
a r e  t a l k i n g  of a d i s t a n c e  of 50 t o  75 meters.  
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A. It would have been a major t r a i l .  

Q I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  southwest t r a i l  running ou t  of t h e  
8. southwest corner  of t h e  hamlet.  

During your r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you re-
member i f  you r e t r a c e d  your s t e p s ?  Did you see t h a t  body of t h e  
man again  when you went back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. MY g e n e r a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  we  t r a v e l e d  more 
t o  t h e  e a s t  and then  we re tu rned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  f a r  a s  see-
i n g  t h e  man a g a i n ,  I'm n o t  a c t u a l l y  s u r e  now, bu t  I look a t  t h e  
a r e a  and I remember t h e r e  was n o t  a t r e e l i n e .  So, we would have 
been moving i n  t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n o t  a t r e e  
l i n e  immediately back i n  where t h e  man was s h o t .  Very poss ib ly  
he could have been a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  c l o s e r  t o  the woman than I 
i n d i c a t e d  he re .  

Q You want t o  move your number 3 down t o  t h a t  p o i n t  
"hen? 

A. It would have been p o s s i b l e  h e r e .  The reason I'm 
moving i t  is t h a t  I have a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  t h e  man 
again ,  b u t  I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  say  t h a t .  So, the  genera l  d i r ec -
t i o n  we moved on was a  nor thern  d i r e c t i o n .  I t  was not  t h e  ac t -
u a l  pa th  t h a t  we  took o u t  t o  this l o c a t i o n .  

Q You have a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  having seen  him a-
g a i n  when you re tu rned ,  and perhaps when you moved back t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  the  group, bea r ing  o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and approaching 
t h e  southern  end of t h e  hamlet. 

A. That ' s  r i g h t .  Before w e  g o t  off t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 
we e n t e r e d  t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q Would you t r a c e ,  as b e s t  you can, your r e t u r n  r o u t e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  approximate p o i n t  where you a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. This i s  again complete s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  t h a t  I wasn ' t  
watching my map. 

Q. Was it t o  t h e  west  of  t h e  t e e  junct ion  where CARTER 
w a s  evacuated? 
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A. Y e s ,  very c l o s e  t o  t h e  t e e  junct ion ,  b u t  perhaps t o  
t h e  w e s t .  So t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  -- we d id  fol low paddy d ikes  
most of t h e  way back which would have been i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of poss-
i b l y  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  some p o i n t ,  bu t  
coming on the  major e a s t  t r a i l  a t  t h e  southern  edge of the v i l l -
age approximately near  t h e  western boundary of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  the 
t e e  junct ion.  

Q Would you pu t  a  number 5 a t  t h a t  approximate l o c a t i o n ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  

From p o i n t  5 now, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  your approximate 
r o u t e  from where CARTER w a s  evacuated? 

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  again ,  and t h i s  i s  no t  he lp ing  you 
very much, i t  was an e a s t e r n  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. raveling e a s t  on the east-west t r a i l  on t h e  southern 
edge o f  the  hamlet? m 

C\d 

A. To a p o i n t  somewhere i n  t h e  very c l o s e  proximity t o  
the  t e e  junct ion ,  p o s s i b l y ,  very  c l o s e  t h e r e .  0 1  

Q A s  you were moving from the p o i n t  where you a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  . t e e  junc t ion ,  you ob- 3served t h e  body of the boy. Would you mark t h e  approximate lo-
c a t i o n  where you saw t h a t  body with a number 6 ,  p l ease?  

(The wi tness  d i d  as  reques ted .  ) 

Do you o r  do you n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  gen-
e r a l  s i g h t  from which CARTER was evacuated? 

-4. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I remember about CARTER'S evac-
ua t ion  was t h a t  h e  was being t r e a t e d  somewhere t o  t h e  nor th  of 
the  main east-west t r a i l  running along t h e  southern  boundary of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  It was somewhere approximately 10 t o  20 meters  off  
t h a t .  

(ALAUX) 

T h a t  corresponds with the o t h e r  evidence t h a t  w e  have. 

There were a few hootches i n  t h e  a rea .  

W i l l  you mark t h i s  w i t h  a number 7 ,  p l ease?  
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A. That w i l l  be a t  t h e  w e s t  of  t h e  t e e  junct ion  (doing 
as reques ted)  . 
Q W i l l  you t r a c e  from t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  t e e  junct ion your
approximate r o u t e  as you t r a v e l e d  through t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. This i s  a p o i n t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  s t i c k  i n  my mind too  good, 
whether we d i d  a t t a i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You may n o t  have. You may have stopped a t  t h e  eas t -
e r n  edge and i f  t h a t  i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e  it on t h e  aer-
i a l  photograph. 

A. Could you g i v e  m e  a p o i n t e r  he re  as f a r  a s  o u r  n igh t  
l a a g e r i n g  l o c a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  a s  t o  the n i g h t  l o c a t i o n . )  

W i l l  you pu t  a number 8 a t  t h e  p o i n t  you b e l i e v e  Capt-
a i n  MEDINA des ignated  a s  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  meet-
ing  w a s  h e l d ?  

A. This  i s  a l s o  where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  o l d  man 
took place .  

Q With t h e  two ch i ld ren?  

A. Right. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of movement from 
t h e  time t h a t  t h e  company l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  , and t h e  hamlets o r  sub-
hamlets through which t h e  company passed dur ing  t h e  af ternoon? 

M r .  ALAUX, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  a s  b e s t  you can r e c o l l e c t ,  
t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  of movement o f  t h e  company from t h e  t i m e  
you l e f t  My Lai ( 4 )  u n t i l  you reached t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
where you l inked  up wi th  Bravo Company? I n  s o  doing, t r y  t o  in -
d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  record  which hamlet o r  subhamlets you d i d  pass  
through as  you were proceeding toward t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  pos i t -
ion .  

A. General ly ,  it was a nor the rn  and probably more e a s t -
e r n  d i r e c t i o n .  The one smal l  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
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w e  d i d  pass  through. From t h a t  p o i n t  w e  t r a v e l e d  more i n  a north-
e a s t e r n  d i r e c t  ion .  

Q How f a r  is t h a t ?  

A. Three o r  f o u r  hundred meters .  

Q Northeast  of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. More e a s t  than  n o r t h e a s t .  

Q DO you r e c a l l  anything of any s i g n i f i c a n c e  occur r ing
i n  t h a t  subhamlet? 

A. No. I b e l i e v e  by t h e  t ime we  g o t  t o  t h a t  hamlet t h e r e  
w e r e  very few people l e f t  i n  the hamlet and there were poss ib ly  
one o r  two p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  even tua l ly  ended up w i t h  us  i n  our  a 
n i g h t  defensive l aager ing  p o s i t i o n .  e9 

h 
Q You do n o t  remember any l a r g e  numbers be ing  taken 
wi th  you o r  s e n t  o f f ?  M 

A.  No, n o t  a l a r g e  number. I t ake  t h a t  back, t h e r e  w a s  $ 
one f a i r l y  good-sized group t h a t  was rounded up. They d i d  n o t  
t r a v e l  wi th  us a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e .  I t  may have been t o  My ~ a i(6) . 1 
Q . What happened t o  them? 

A. i t h i n k  w e  l e f t  theri~t h e r e  a t  t h e  v i l i a g e .  

Q A t  My Lai  (6) 3 

A. Yes, and some of  t h e  VC suspec t s  t r a v e l e d  wi th  us t o  
our  defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Mili tary-age males? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q How many? 

A. A t o t a l  of e i g h t .  

Q Our records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you had about t e n ,  took a-
bou t  t e n  wi th  you i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  
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A. And l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai  (4) and 
t r a v e l e d  t o  a l a r g e r  v i l l a g e  and a f t e r  leaving  My Lai (6)  we  t r av -
e l e d  due e a s t  t o  t h e  n i g h t  l aager ing  p o s i t i o n .  

Q w M r .  ALAIJX, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you i d e n t i f y  t h e  var-
ious l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  depic ted  on t h e  marked-up a e r i a l  photo-
graph? 

A. Locat ion number 1 i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  CP a r e a  a f t e r  leav-
ing  t h e  landing  zone. Then w e  t r a v e l e d  i n  a n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  p o i n t  2 ,  a t  which t ime I b e l i e v e  w e  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  probably 
and continued i n  a southern  d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  smoke droppings 
by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  area .  P o i n t  3 i s  the approximate l o -
c a t i o n  a t  which I observed one male on a g e n e r a l  north-south t r a i l  
who had been s h o t .  P o i n t  4 i s  t h e  approximate v i c i n i t y  of the 
i n c i d e n t  involv ing  Captain MEDINA and t h e  shoot ing  of a woman. 
Travel ing back n o r t h  t o  p o i n t  5 is  t h e  approximate p o s i t i o n  w e  
came upon t h e  east-west  t r a i l  on t h e  southern  boundary of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  From t h e r e  w e  t r a v e l e d  almost due e a s t  t o  p o i n t  6 ,  a t  
which time I b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of  the  
body of a small- c h i l d  on a major t r a i l .  And p o i n t  7 i s  t h e  lo -
c a t i o n  j u s t  west  of t h e  major i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  east-west t r a i l  
and t h e  major north-south t r a i l  where CARTER was medevac'd from. 
Then t r a v e l l i n g  n o r t h ,  some s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and then  i n  a nor thern  
d i r e c t i o n ,  we a r r i v e d  a t  p o i n t  8 ,  which i s  t h e  approximate loca-
t i o n  where t h e  CP h e l d  up and Captain MEDINA had a b r i e f i n g  wi th  
h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s .  

Q. Was it i n  p o i n t  7 t h a t  you observed t h e  one group of  
bodies  numbering 17 o r  18? 

A .  Yes, sir.  I remember i t  t o  be n o r t h  of t h e  major 
t r a i l ,  t h e  east-west  t r a i l ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was on 
t h e  a c t u a l  north-south t r a i l  o r  a s m a l l e r  t r a i l .  

Q Was i t  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i t  was 
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you observe any group of bodies  t o  the sou th  of 
t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. M r .  ALAUX, we have cons iderable  evidence t h a t  i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e r e  were, i n  f a c t ,  
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a f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  people inc luding  o l d  men, o l d  wo-
men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  and bab ies  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t '  of C Company8s 
a c t i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  ask you f o r  a f i n a l  time and f o r  t h e  re-
cord i f  you can desc r ibe  f o r  us  what you observed i n  t h e  way of 
people who had been k i l l e d  between p o i n t  1 and 2 i n d i c a t e d  on your 
a e r i a l  photograph. 

A. Again, a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  between p o i n t  1 and 2 ,  I have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Although, i t ' s  very  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  my frame of  
mind a t  t h a t  t ime -- t h e r e  had been a l o t  of shoot ing  going on 
and it  would n o t  have s u r p r i s e d  me a t  p o i n t  1 and 2 t o  have seen 
bodies  along t h e  way. As f a r  as my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I do no t  remem-
b e r  bodies  along t h e  way between p o i n t s  1 and 2 .  

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  anything o t h e r  than  what you have 
previous ly  descr ibed  i n  t h e  way of people be ing  k i l l e d  o r  t h e  
bodies  you saw between p o i n t  2 and 7? 

A. Well, p r i m a r i l y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  would have been between 
p o i n t s  6 and 8 ,  t h e  number of bodies  t h a t  I d i d  see. The only 
ones t h a t  I r e c o l l e c t  between p o i n t s  2 and 7 would be t h e  man on 
t h e  north-south t r a i l  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  Captain MEDINA 
and t h e  woman. On t h e  r e t u r n  back t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  w a s  
no ins tances  t h a t  s t i c k  i n  my mind o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  
were q u i t e  a few l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  had been s h o t  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  
j u s t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and along t h e  way. Af te r  coming back on 
t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i t  would s t a r t  wi th  t h e  smal l  
c h i l d  along the east-west  t r a i l .  Moving nor th  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
it would be t h e  group along one of  t h e  north-south t r a i l s  and 
I can '  t be c e r t a i n  which one it was, and people i n  f r o n t  of 
hootches , s e v e r a l  hootches,  that I d id  observe whi le  t r a v e l i n g  
from p o i n t  7 t o  p o i n t  8.  

Q To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  che number observed 
throughout t h e  v i l l a g e  would have t o t a l l e d  what? 

A. As  f a r  a s  t h e  ones t h a t  you could walk through the 
v i l l a g e  and s e e ,  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  were probably a number t h a t  
d i e d  i n  t h e i r  bunkers because t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few grenades 
t h r o w n ,  md a t  +he t i m e  ~f a l l  cf t h a t  shoo t ing ,  I imagine t h e  
n a t u r a l  p lace  f o r  people t o  g e t  would be i n  t h e  bunker,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  an a r t i l l e r y  prep.  But t h e  number t h a t  could be observed 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  I saw would number from 60 t o  70. That 
i s  very sketchy.  
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Q. S i x t y  o r  seventy? 

A. Right. 

Q Do you have a t  t h i s  time any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta tements  
o r  information you wish t o  e n t e r  i n  t h e  record?  

A. N o ,  I haven ' t .  

Q M r .  ALAUX, w i l l  you s i g n  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 
.. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

And this a e r i a l  photograph w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  evi -
dence. 

RCDR: I d e n t i f i e d  as Exh ib i t  P-222. 

Q Thank you very much again M r .  ALAUX . 
The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hearing recessed  a t  1408 hours ,  10 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOBSCHEID, Harry E, 1SG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Sergeant ,  C/1/20. 

PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  n e i t h e r  saw nor was i s sued  t h e  MACV 
cards  "Nine Rules" ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", o r  
"Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  Vietnam" whi le  i n  Hawaii 
p 1 .  Ee remerrherec? having t h e  cards  i n  ~ i e t n a m ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know how he  came i n t o  possess ion  of them 
(pg-11) 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

During February and e a r l y  March of 1968 t h e  company 
had a l o t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  due t o  mines and boobytraps;  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  They rece ived  replacements ,  a l l  of whom had 
rece ived  t r a i n i n g  a t  Chu Lai be fo re  coming t o  C Company 
(pg. 27) .  ,HOBSCHEID r e c a l l e d  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  
Sergeant  COX, b u t  was n o t  c e r t a i n  what day it took p l a c e  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  He was usua l ly  no t  p r ivy  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g s ,  
and he d i d  n o t  hea r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  preceding t h e  1 6  March 
opera t ion  (pgs. 2 8 ,  3 2 ) .  However, he heard t h a t  t h e  
company was going a f t e r  a l a r g e  enemy f o r c e  i n  the  ~ i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  (pg. 3 3 ) .  He spoke t o  MEDINA on t h e  15 th ,  b u t  he could 
n o t  remember what was s a i d  (pg. 36) .  He d i d  no t  know how 
long t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was t o  l a s t  (pg. 3 8 )  . 
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3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

HOBSCHEID thought  the A0 w a s  h o t  on t h e  1 6 t h  and 
t h a t  a number of  VC had been k i l l e d  (pg. 3 7 ) .  A s  h e  
unders tood it, t h e  VC K I A  were mainly due t o  gunsh ips  
(pgs.  37, 47 ) .  A l l  h e  could  r e c a l l  was t h a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was going w e l l  (pg. 4 4 ) .  He hea rd  t h a t  C Company 
had on ly  one c a s u a l t y ,  CARTER, who had s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  
f o o t  (pgs .  3 9 ,  40) . H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  had been t o o  
much c o n t a c t  (pg. 4 8 ) .  HOBSCHEID g o t  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
from a r e supp ly  te lephone  l i n e  (pg.  4 0 ) .  Although HOBSCHEID 
v i s i t e d  CARTER i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  h e  could n o t  remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  CARTER about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  42-45). 
CARTER exp la ined  t h a t  h e  had wounded h imse l f  w h i l e  c l e a r i n g  
h i s  jammed .45 (pg.  45) . The w i t n e s s  knew t h a t  MEADLO 
w a s  wounded on t h e  1 7 t h  (pg.  44) . He thought  t h e  e n t i r e  
o p e r a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  over  100 VC K I A  (pg. 45) .  On t h e  
17 th  HOBSCHEID t r i p p e d  over  a t e n t  rope  and r e c e i v e d  a 
concussion and t h u s  h e  d i d  n o t  remember t o o  much (pgs .  39 ,  
45) . 
4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h e  opera t io r i  was sucse~sfu8 
because General  WESTMORELAND s e n t  a  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message 
which he  s a w  i n  t h e  newspaper (pg.  4 6 ) .  HOBSCHIED could  n o t  
remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone a f t e r  t h e  
t r o o p s  r e t u r n e d  on t h e  18 th  (pgs .  4 6 ,  4 7 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  
some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  through t h e  mi s fo r tunes  of 
w a r ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know how many (pgs.  48, 49) . There  w a s  
no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c ? l l  t h i n k i n g  one w a s  necessary .  They had never  had a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  p rev ious  t o  t h i s  
(pg.  49) . HOBSCHEID never  had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
any th ing  wrong wi th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  49, 50,  52) . 
H e  heard  no rumors about  what had happened on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and he  never  spoke t o  MEDINA o r  CALLEY about  it (pgs .  50, 
5 1 ) .  He knew of no measures t h a t  were t aken  t o  cover  up 
the a c t i v i t i e s  of C / ' i j 2 G  (pg .  53j  , 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  raining b e f o r e  r each ing  Vietnam. 

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  manner i n  which 
C Company b u i l t  up t o  s t r e n g t h  w h i l e  i n  Hawaii (pgs .  3 - 8 ) .  
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H e  t hen  o u t l i n e d  t h o s e  t h i n g s  which had t o  be  done t o  
deploy t o  Vietnam (pgs .  8-10) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any USARV o r  MACV p u b l i c a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam 
(pg. 101 

b. Assessment of C Com~anv. 

The w i t n e s s  thought  C Company was a good u n i t  
and h e  r a t e d  i t  "above average"  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15) . The company 
won most o f  t h e  compe t i t i ve  awards and was h igh  s p i r i t e d  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  However, s e v e r a l  key pe r sonne l  such a s  t h e  
company c l e r k ,  t h e  supply  s e r g e a n t  and two p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  
were l o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  company deployed (pg.  1 6 ) .  

c. Drug abuse problems i n  Hawaii. 

There  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of drug abuse problems 
wh i l e  t h e  u n i t  w a s  s t i l i  i n  H a w a i i ,  b u t  no th ing  was 
uncovered (pg.  17J. 

d. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  Task Force  Barker .  

S i n c e  Task Force  Barker w a s  an  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  t a s k  f o r c e  a l l  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t a y e d  wi th  1/20 (pg.  1 9 )  . Thus, HOBSCHEID 
w a s  t e c h n i c a l l y  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and n o t  under MEDINA (pg.  1 9 ) .  Those 
members of t h e  company who were w i t h  HOBSCHEID a t  Duc 
Pho w e r e  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  company c l e r k ,  t h e  
supply s e r g e a n t  and t h e  communications c h i e f  (pg.  1 9 ) .  

e. F i e l d  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t .  

The company d i d  n o t  have a f i e l d  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  
(pgs .  20, 21 ) .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  MEDINA worked d i r e c t l y  through 
the p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  (pg. 2 1 )  . 

f .  ~ e s t r u c t i o nof r e c o r d s .  

There  was a mor ta r  h i t  on t h e  o r d e r l y  room which 
caused it t o  bu rn  (pgs .  21, 22) . The w i t n e s s  never  r e -
ce ived  rep lacements  f o r  t h e  A R ' s  which were l o s t  (pg .22 ) .  
Records had t o  b e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  (pg.  2 3 ) .  
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g .  D i s c i p l i n a r y  problems. 

A s  t i m e  wore on some o f  t h e  men from C Company 
r e f u s e d  t o  go t o  the f i e l d  (pg. 23 ) .  One of  t h e s e  pe r sons ,  
BROUSSARD, was f i n e d  $25.00 by a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  f o r  such 
a r e f u s a l  (pgs .  23 -25) .  This  was nea r  t h e  end o f  MEDINA's 
t e n u r e  a s  company commander (pg.  2 4 ) .  There were some 
A r t i c l e  1 5 ' s  g i v e n  t o  persons  f o r  t h i n g s  l i k e  f a l l i n g  
a s l e e p  on guard d u t y  (pg.  2 4 ) .  There were no problems 
such 
drug 

as murder, r a p e ,  o r  a r s o n  (pg.  25) . H e  
problem i n  t h e  company (pg.  25) . knew o f  no 

h.  Assessment of MEDINA. 

MEDINA w a s  a good company commander (pg .30) .  H e  
w a s  a h a r d  t a s k m a s t e r ,  b u t  h e  w a s  f a i r  and t h e  w i t n e s s  
f e l t  him t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  company commander h e  e v e r  had 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  MEDINA l e t  t h e  people  know what was expec ted  
of them and ma in t a ined  good c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  3 0 ) .  
To HOBSCHEID's knowledge MEDINA u t i l i z e d  t h e  c h a i n  of command 
(pgs.  30, 31) , Perhaps  MEDINA's on ly  f a u l t  w a s  l a c k  of  
t a c t  (pg.  31) . 

SUM APP T-368 




M-3 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  -
NUMBER 

M- 2 

M- 4 

M-109 

D E S C R I P T I O N  
i 

MACV C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s 1 '  

MACV C a r d  " T h e  E n e m y  i n  

Y o u r  H a n d s "  

MACV C a r d  " G u i d e - t o r  u n i t  

C o m m a n d e r s  " 

CARTER'S c a s u a l t y  r epor t ,  

6 ~ p r i l1 9 6 8 
-

NOTES 
-.a 

;wit recelvea cara 
i n  V i e t n a m .  
W l t  p o s s l ~ l ysdw 
i n  V i e t n a m .  
W i t  possibly s a w  
i n  V i e t n a m .  
W i t  d i d  n o t  k n o w  
i f  l i n e  of du ty  
repor t  w a s  m a d e  on 

.CARTER1s i n j u r y .  

PAGES
1 
11 

1 3  

11 

4 2 , 4 3  

! 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 


LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  


RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p resen t :  LTC PATTERSON 

and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t .  ( r e t i r e d )  
Harry E. HOBSCHEID. 

(1SG HOBSCHEID was c a l l e d  as a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:  ) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  aria 
address  f o r  t h e  record? 

A. My name i s  Harry F. HOBSCHEID. I ' m  a m i l i t a r y  
i n s t r u c t o r .  I l i v e  a t  3145 Lincoln S t r e e t ,  F rank l in  Park,  
I l l i n o i s  50131. 

LTC PATTERSON: Sergeant  HOBSCHEID, i s  t h a t  how you pro- 
nounce your name? 

A. HOBSCHEID, sir. 


8- Have you read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  E x h i b i t  M - 5 7 ?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 


Q - D o  you have any ques t ions  about them? 


A. NO, sir. 

Q- Do I understand t h a t  you a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
o r d e r  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. NO,  sir. 


Q- O r  any o r d e r  from any m i l i t a r y  judge? 


A. NO, sir. This i s  t h e  only  c o n t a c t  I have had. 
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Q. Would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record  when you 
w e r e  ass igned  a s  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  o f  C/1/20? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  of t h e  assignment was 10 
August 1966, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ;  August 1966. 

Q. And t h i s  was when C Company was i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And you w e r e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of C Company f o r  how 
long? 

A. From August 1966 u n t i l  November 1968. 

Q *  Now I presume you deployed wi th  t h e  uni t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And w e r e  w i th  them i n  Vietnam f o r  a f u l l  t o u r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back t o  Hawaii f o r  a moment 
and a s  w e  have unders tood,  t h e  20th I n f a n t r y  underwent a 
t r a i n i n g  program whi l e  they--well ,  a f t e r  t hey  were formed and 
a f t e r  they w e r e  i n  Hawaii. Do you r e c a l l  much about  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  t h e r e ,  from August 1966 through 1967? 

A. I ' l l  t e l l  you what I can remember. I was one o f  
t h e  f i r s t  ones i n  t h e  company. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  
was on ly  s i x  o f f i c e r s  and f o u r  e n l i s t e d  men t h e r e .  

Q - This  was i n  August when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I t  b u i l t  up r a t h e r  s lowly and I would 
say  t h a t  we probably d i d n ' t  even reach  a hundred men f o r  the 
f i r s t  4 o r  5 months. 

Q - This  would have p u t  us  up i n  e a r l y  1967? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  And I c a n ' t  remember d a t e s ,  i t ' s  a l o n g  
t i m e .  W e  went t o  t h e  b i g  i s l a n d  of Hawaii f o r  maneuvers i n  
March, t r a i n i n g  i n  March. 
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Q- March o f  19671 

A. Yes, sir.  I th ink  we had about 100 men. And then  
we r e tu rned  and they s e n t  over  an A I T  group with i n s t r u c t o r s  
from CONUS. They t r a i n e d  and used o u r  b i l l e t s  and were as-
s igned t o  t h e  company, bu t  they t r a i n e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  They got  
t h e i r  A I T  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  and when they completed t h a t ,  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  were assigned t o  var ious  companies throughout 
t h e  br igade.  This brought our  s t r e n g t h  up t o  probably 130 
o r  140. 

Q -
t r a i n i n g ?  

You say  t h i s  group was A I T ,  advanced i n d i v i d u a l  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - How l a r g e  a group was t h i s ?  

A. Gee, I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  They were b i l l e t e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  companies. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  :;no;; tho cumber. 

Q- W e l l ,  i f  you can r e c a l l - - l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  
l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of 1 9 6 6 .  A s  I understand what you s a i d  s o  
f a r ,  t h e  u n i t ,  C Company, was low on personnel?  

3. F ? e l l ,  were. I t  was ;,st fcrmingall. t h e  1~1its  - * -
and it was one o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  where you were g e t t i n g  t h e  peo- 
p l e  i n  a s  they completed t r a i n i n g .  I guess t h e  Army had 
o t h e r  commitments and probably didn ' t  f i l l  i t  as f a s t  a s  
they wanted t o .  I t  was r a t h e r  small. f o r  t h e  f i r s t  few months. 

Q - And then  you began t o  f i l l  up a l i t t l e  b i t  u n t i l  
your s t r e n g t h  was about 100, you say? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Which would have pu t  you cons iderably  l e s s  than 
your TOE s t r e n g t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What was t h e  mission o f  ' t he  u n i t  by t h e  time they  
were f i l l i n g  up? What were you doing? 
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A. Tra in ing ,  sir.  W e  w e r e  going through--oh, t h e  corn-
p l e t e  works, s t a r t i n g  wlth squads.  -

Q. Unit  t r a i n i n g  then?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - But as  I understand it then ,  d i d  you f i l l  up squads?
Even though you were under s t r e n g t h ,  d i d  you f i l l  up t h e  
squads and p la toons ,  and j u s t  c u t  o u t  one p la toon?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I . d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we had a t h i r d  p la toon  
f o r  the f i r s t  few months. Well, we had two p la toons ,  t h e  
weapons p la toon was s e p a r a t e .  We had one r i f l e  p la toon and 
a s  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  b u i l t  up, w e  a c t i v a t e d  another  p la toon and 
s o  f o r t h .  

Q On o r  about e a r l y  1967, when you began t o  g e t  up 
t o  a hundred people,  d i d  you cont inue i n  t h e  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  
phase? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They went through u n i t  t r a i n i n g  a l l  
t h e  way. 

Q - So a c t u a l l y  you were u n i t  t r a i n i n g  from August
1966 from what you say?  

A. I n  c e r t a i n  s t a g e s .  

A. ( In terpos ing)  Including landing e x e r c i s e s  and jun-
g l e  t r a i n i n g .  W e  went through t h e  en t i r e - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  There were a m ~ h i b i o u slandings?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  when you took your A I T ,  t h e  approxi-
mate time? W a s  it in rral'd-1968, ear ly  1967? 

A. I d o n t t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  

Q I d i d n ' t  mean mid-1968; I meant mid-1967. 
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You're t a l k i n g  about br igade  o r  b a t t a l i o n ?  

B a t t a l i o n  ATT. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. We went on s o  many f i e l d  exe rc i ses ;  
we were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  j u s t  about every week. I d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l .  It would have probably,  and t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  a guess,  
it would probably be i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 1967. This would 
be s t r i c t l y  a guess.  

Q. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h i s  AIT group came i n  i n  e a r l y  1967, 
when d i d  you g e t  t h e  f i l l e r s  t o  b r i n g  you up t o  TOE s t r e n g t h ?  

A. To go t o  Vietnam, s i r ?  

Q. Right.  

A. Once again ,  t h i s  i s  going s t r i c t l y  on t h e  e s t i m a t e s .  
What happened was a l o t  o f  t h e  people were with u s ,  s ay ,  from 
1966. By t h e  t ime we got  ready t o  go t o  Vietnam, they w e r e  
a l ready t o o  s h o r t  t o  go t o  Vietnam. Consequently w e  wound up 
g e t t i n g  i n ,  I would say ,  50 people o r  s o  wi th in  t h e  l a s t  2 
weeks o r  a  month. 

Q- And you deployed i n  December? 

A. C Company deployed f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  

Q- What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t r a c e  o r  a t tempt  t o  t r a c e  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  C Company had, those  people t h a t  deployed 
wi th  C Company had p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  they d i d  deploy. 

A. Well, s ir ,  l i k e  I say ,  I c a n ' t  swear t o  i t  on t h e  
f i g u r e s  o r  anything,  b u t  from what I can r e c a l l ,  it seems t o  
m e  w e  picked up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 50 people w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  
couple o f  weeks. A s  a  ma t t e r  of  f a c t ,  we were p icking  them 
up r i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  day we l e f t  because C Company had deployed 
f u l l  s t r e n g t h  wi th  t h e  advance p a r t y  of  t h e  br igade .  So 
they took them o u t  of o t h e r  u n i t s  and pu t  them i n  t h e r e .  So 
t h e  s t a t e  of  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  individual--some of them had j u s t  
come from t h e  S t a t e s ,  had only been from t h e  S t a t e s  a couple 
of weeks. What t r a i n i n g  they go t ,  before  they h i t  us I d o n ' t  
know. Some o f  them w a s  from t h i s  new b a t t a l i o n ,  4/21. 
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0. The 4/21?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  As we g o t  ready t o  go, they  d i d n ' t  deploy 
with t h e  br igade;  they s tayed i n  Hawaii and completed t h e i r  
t r a i n i n g .  But we go t  some i n d i v i d u a l s  i n .  J u s t  how much 
t r a i n i n g  they had, I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  But t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
l a r g e  number of people t h a t  came i n  t o  replace  t h e  people 
t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  go, p lus  g e t t i n g  us up t o  s t r e n g t h  ,. because w e  
weren ' t  a t  s t r e n g t h  be fo re  then.  

Q. I s e e .  So you deployed a t  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  o r  over  
s t r e n g t h ?  

A. F u l l  s t r e n g t h ,  s ir .  I th ink  we l e f t - -gee ,  I worked 
on t h a t  t h i n g ,  t h e  r o s t e r s  and f l i g h t  mani fes t ,  and i t  was 
r i g h t ,  TOE numbers-wise. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we l e f t  anybody o f f  
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ;  we might have l e f t  one o r  two, I don ' t  know. 

Q- They d i d n ' t  p u t  you overs t rength  and send you 
over  the re?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  went over  f u l l  s t r e n g t h ,  l i k e  I say;  
t h e r e  were a couple people p u l l e d  out  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute o r  
something o r  another ,  t h a t  might have been. 

Q Morning r e p o r t  s t r e n g t h  was f u l l  though? 

A. Very c l o s e  t o  i t ,  and we went over  with detachments. 

Q= Do you r e c a i l  what were t h e  p rec lus ions  from deploy-
ment f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  Was i t  a 90-day ST% o r  6-month ETS o r  
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. There was some 1 5  o r  1 6  d i x t e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  
could preclude a man from from going, inc lud ing  be ing  an only  
su rv iv ing  son and s o  f o r t h .  And a l l  t h e  r e g u l a r  types--I  be-
l i e v e  it was 90 days. 

Q Ninety days? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, sir. 

Q. That would have r e a l l y  meant t h a t  anybody who w a s  
i n  t h a t  u n i t  i n  1966 and was n o t  an RA wasn ' t  going. 
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A. Well, w e  had some, sir. W e  must have had--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  i f  t h e i r  ETS w a s  February 1968,  
they couldn 't go w i t h  a 90-day. And i f  t h e y  were 2-year men, 
they would have had t o  have come i n  t h e  ~ r m yi n  February o f  
1966.  By t h e  t i m e  t hey  g o t  t o  your u n i t  and completed AIT--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  
who was i n  t h e  u n i t  back i n  September o f  1966, and I guess  t h e r e  
w a s n ' t  t o o  many o f  us R A t s .  But t h e r e  w e r e  some young R A 1 s ,  
f i r s t  t e r m  R A t s .  

Q. A s  b e s t  as you can recal l ,  about  50,  somewhere 
i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would s a y  so .  

Q* And t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t r a i n i n g  on t h e s e  50 i s  
unknown. 

A. Unknown. They came from d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s .  W e  g o t  
them from--some were from e s t a b l i s h e d  u n i t s  and l i k e  I s a y ,  
some j u s t  came from t h e  S t a t e s  and w e r e  b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  t h e  
4/21.  

Q- Well ,  now a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  when you g o t  t h e s e  50 ,  
d i d  you j u s t  p u t  them i n t o  p l a t o o n s  t o  f i l l  up t h e  p l a t o o n s  
o r  did you have t o  a c t i v a t e  a new p la toon?  

A. No, we  had t h e  t h r e e  platoons--now once a g a i n ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q I unders tand.  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  had t h r e e  p l a t o o n s  o rgan ized  p r i o r  t o  
this t ime ,  a l though  they  were n o t  f u l l - s t r e n g t h  p l a t o o n s .  

Q The TOE s t r e n g t h  was somewhere around 150? 

A. 1 5 4  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q =  156,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s o  t h a t  would have 
meant you had a 33  p e r c e n t  f i l l .  

A. I would s a y  s o ,  s ir .  
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Q. And w a s  t h i s  f a i r l y  p r e v a l e n t  th roughout  t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  companies i n  t h e  20th? 

A .  The o t h e r  companies d i d n ' t  f i l l  'up, sir. W e  had 
a requirement  t o  f i l l  because we were t h e  advance company. 
So t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, t h e  o t h e r  companies d i d  n o t  
f i l l  complete ly .  W e  had t h e  requi rement  and a t  t h a t  t i m e  
were g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  people  because we d i d  have t h e  r e q u i r e -
ment t o  go ove r  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  

Q =  Okay. With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w a s  go ing  
on t h e r e  d u r i n g  1967,  you i n d i c a t e d  it w a s  mostly i n  t h e  . u n i t  
t r a i n i n g  phase .  You w e r e  t r a i n i n g  t h e  squads and p l a toons?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you remember many company e x e r c i s e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ; , company ,  b a t t a l i o n ,  and b r i g a d e .  

Q - And b r i g a d e  e x e r c i s e s .  Do you remember how many -
br igade  e x e r c i s e s  t h e y  had? 

A. I t h i n k  I can r e c a l l  two s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  w e r e  
o u t  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a r e a ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  on the--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One was a  l a n d i n g  e x e r c i s e ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  coun t ing  t h a t  one.  

Q- Not coun t ing  t h a t  one. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember where t h e  l a n d i n g  e x e r c i s e  w a s ;  
I c a n ' t  even t h i n k .  

Q Did you have an o p p o r t u n i t y  d u r i n g  1967 t o  g e t  o u t  
of  your  o f f i c e  and observe  any o f  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Not t o o  o f t e n .  About my only  t r i p s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
w e r e  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  g e t t i n g  chow o u t  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t ,  I d i d  observe  some o f  t h e  l i v e  f i r e  squad t r a i n -
i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  was ear l ier .  I saw some o f  t h e  jungle  t r a i n i n g .  
I went t o  some o f  t h e  jungle  s i t e s  t hey  had t h e r e .  But by 
and l a r g e ,  j u s t  t h e  d a i l y ,  everyday,  r o u t i n e  t r a i n i n g ,  no. 
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It seemed l i k e  they  were going ou t  about 2 o r  3 days a  week 
b u t  it w a s  n o t  t r a i n i n g  where t h e  o r d e r l y  room and every th ing  
went o u t .  And la ter  on, we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  f i e l d  prob- 
lems where everyth ing  went ou t .  

Q- I b e l i e v e  t h e  br igade  went over  t o  Vietnam and 
then brought  back i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l a s t  month 
o r  s o  what was going on a s  f a r  a s  t h e  predeployment p a r t  of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s  concerned? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  understand what you 
mean. You mean t h e  f i e l d  type  t r a i n i n g  o r  processing? 

Q- Processing--well ,  f i r s t  l e t  me say t h i s .  A s  I 
understand i t  and we have o t h e r  testimony t o  suppor t  t h i s ;  
some of t h e  br igade  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade went t o  
Vietnam i n  September t o  make a l i a i s o n  v i s i t ,  t o  a r range  
f o r  the a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  br igade ,  and t o  a s c e r t a i n  where you 
w e r e  going, t h e  missions and any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  should 
be  brought back, and th ings  t o  be done Sack i n  Hawaii p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  you shipped. They c a i e  back, and accord- 
i n g  to  t h e i r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  they  had some last-minute 
t h i n g s  t h a t  had t o  be accomplished i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  l i n e  as 
we l l  as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  MY ques t ion  t o  you r e a l l y  i s ,  do 
you r e c a l l  any of t h e  type t h i n g s  t h a t  had t o  be accomplished 
as a  r e s u l t  of  t h e i r  v i s i t  a s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned? I t  
probably would have been w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  month. 

A ,  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know of anything t h a t  would as  a  
r e s u l t  of  any v i s i t .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  were a  number of  
th ings  t h a t  had t o  be done a s  wi th  any u n i t s  t h a t  were de-
ployed. For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i s s u i n g  of  jungle equipment, t h e  
t u r n i n g  i n  of o t h e r  s t u f f ,  and t h e  sh ipping  home of per-
sona l  p roper ty .  

We rece ived  t h e  new M - 1 6 ,  t h e  modified M-16  's. 
The o t h e r  equipment changed, and v e h i c l e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
changed. W e  went over  t o  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  and t h i s  d i d  away 
with t h e  1 0 6 ' s  and a few o t h e r  t h i n g s  and it changed t h e  
e n t i r e  equipment a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  I t  was a p r e t t y  busy pe r iod  
of t ime as  f a r  a s  I was concerned i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room i n  
keeping t r a c k .  
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Q. What about i n  t h e  l i n e  of pub l i ca t ions?  Did you 
s t a r t  g e t t i n g  any p u b l i c a t i o n s  from Vietnam, Americal 
Divis ion r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  d i r e c t i v e s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

Q - SOP'S? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you have an SOP? 

A. The company had an SOP. 

Q How about t h e  br igade? You were assigned t o  t h e  
20th B a t t a l i o n  which was ass igned t o  t h e  11th  Brigade. Did 
you have access  t o  t h e  br igade  SOP o r  d i d  t h e  br igade  have an 
SOP? 

Q 
A. Yes, s i r .  U 

w 
Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any America1 Divis ion SOP'S? 

A. No, sir.  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  even know 
w e  were going u n t i l  then .  

I 
I 

Didn ' t know where you were going? 

A .  They never  even s a i d  Vietnam. We s t a r t e d  deploying 
f o r  a movement. I guess it was j u s t  a p r e t t y  good assumption 
of where we were going, bu t  t h i s  was a l l  c l a s s i f i e d .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  have access  t o  any of the information 
t h a t  s a i d  you ware going i n t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you have access  t o  any USARV o r  MACV pub l i ca t ions?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall seeing any vnt8.1 w e  got to Vietnam, sir, 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you a couple of  documents 
he re  and ask you i f  you've seen them. These a r e  Xerox copies  
of  the  a c t u a l  documents. They a r e  e x h i b i t s  i n  
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t h e  records  of thls inquiry.  Exh ib i t s  M - 2 ,  M-3, and M - 4 - -
they a r e  ca rds ,  l i t t l e  ca rds ,  colored i n  some cases .  M-2 
is e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules;" M-3, "The Enemy i n  Your Hands;" 
and M-4 i s ,  "Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  Vietnam," The back 
s i d e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ca rds ,  M-2, M - 3 ,  and M - 4 ,  is on t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  second page. You s e e  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  "Nine 
Rules" ca rd ,  M-2 i s  on t h e  f i r s t  page and on t h e  back s i d e  
of  it. It is a s i n g l e  card.  Do you r e c a l l  see ing  those 
cards?  

A. I n H a w a i i ,  sfr? No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  bulk i s s u e  f o r  i s s u e  t o  
the t roops  of any of t h e s e  cards  whi le  i n  Hawaii? 

A. No, s l r .  I don ' t .  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  back 
i s s u e s  An Vietnam, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. But I d e f i n i t e l y  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it i n  Hawaii, They may have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q - D o  you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  
Vietnam rece iv ing  any bulk i s s u e  of e i t h e r  M-2, M-3, o r  M-4 
f o r  i s s u e  t o  t h e  t roops?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  having one yourse l f?  

A .  I f  I had, I would s t i l l  have; I d o n ' t  remember. 
I u s u a l l y  keep th lngs  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. The "Nine Rules, " then ,  i f  you '11 look,  read 
them. D o  you r e c a l l  hear ing  those?  

A. I know w e  had t h e  cards .  I remember t h e  cards i n  
Vietnam. 

Q - You remember t h e  cards  i n  Vietnam b u t  you d o n ' t  
remember how you obtained t h e m ,  how you came i n t o  possess ion  
o f  them? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q - How d i d  you deploy? What was t h e  mode of t r a v e l ?  
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A. A i r ,  sir. 

Q. By a i r .  The whole company? 

A. Yes, sir. 


a- And you landed where, Danang? 


A. Danang, s ir .  

a. And from Danang, a f t e r  you got  o f f ,  can you r e c a l l  
what you d id?  Did you s t a y  i n  Danang? 

A. L e t t s  s e e ,  w e  go t - - i t  seems we g o t  i n  a t  n i g h t  and 
w e  were t rucked over  t o  a b i l l e t i n g  a r e a ,  and then  we moved 
o u t  t h e  next  morning. 

Q - How d i d  you move o u t  t h e  next  morning? 

A. By a i r .  

Q - By a i r ?  

A. Yes,  s i r ,  we flew i n t o  Duc Pho. 

Q. Did you g e t  any t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  a t  Danang o r  d i d  
anybody ga the r  everybody up and give them any speeches o r  
provide any d a t a  f o r  t h e  t roops  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q- How about a t  Duc Pho? A f t e r  you landed a t  Duc Pho, 
do you remember where you went and what you d id?  

A. There w a s  another  u n i t  t h a t  was occupying Duc 
Pho a t  t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t .  I b e l i e v e  it 
was p a r t  of t h e  4 th  Division. 

Q- 3d Brigade of t h e  4th Divis ion was t h e  sponsoring 
u n i t .  

A. And when o u r  company came i n ,  they  b i l l e t e d  us i n  
t h e  standdown a r e a  and it was up on t h e  h i l l .  There was a 
period of o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  they had t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
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r e c a l l  what they  c a l l  it b u t  I guess it was about a week, 
r e g u l a r  c l a s s e s  and t h i n g s  on Vietnam and booby t r a p s  and 
t h e  whole works. Everything was given t h e r e .  They may 
have rece ived  t h e s e  t h i n g s  dur ing  t h i s  course  of i n s t r u c -
t i o n ,  b u t  i f  you ask m e  i f  I remember t h e  bulk i s s u e ,  I 
d o n u t  remember a bulk i s s u e .  

Q- I thought  perhaps they  would have come through 
t h e  o r d e r l y  room. 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  got  t h e s e ;  probably,  i f  they had 
t h i s ,  it was given dur ing  t h e  course  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  on 
Vietnam. 

Q Did you pe r sona l ly  r ece ive  any one o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  
cards  o r  a l l  o f  them? 

A. I p e r s o n a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  o r  r ead ing  t h i s  M-3? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  swear I might have. I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q .  How many company commanders had C Company had 
p r i o r  t o  your deployment? 

A. P r i o r  t o  deployment, two, sir. 

Q. Who was t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name; h i s  l a s t  name 
w a s  DOLL. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And t h e  second one? 

A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q- When d i d  Captain MEDINA t a k e  ove r  command? 
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A. December 1966. 

Q- And Captain  MEDINA k e p t  t h e  company the e n t i i e  
p e r i o d  o f  1967? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Deployed w i t h  them? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And w a s  commanding t h e  company u n t i l  sometime i n  
mid-1968? 

A. W e l l ,  A p r i l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was h i s  l a s t  t i m e .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  i n  A p r i l .  

Q D i d  you have any d i s c i p l i n a r y  problems i n  H a w a i i  
w i t h  t h e  members o f  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Out o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y ?  

Q - That  i s  a very  broad q u e s t i o n ,  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  
Anything t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  some 
o f  your  young s o l d i e r s ?  

A. W e  had,  I guess ,  about  t h e  average amount of  duds 
t h a t  a u n i t  ha s .  Some people  were i n  t r o u b l e  r a t h e r  con-
s t a n t l y .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  w e  had a bunch o f  f i n e  people  
t h a t  were neve r  i n  t r o u b l e .  I d o n ' t  know of  any broad  
problem. Of cou r se  t h e y  a l s o  had--they suspec t ed  dope--that  
w e  have,  and guys would g e t  drunk on payday and g e t  hau led  
i n  by t h e  MP's. 

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  was your l a s t  couple  o f  y e a r s  o f  
s e r v i c e .  I n  comparison t o  t h e  companies you had a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  i n  t h e  ba l ance  o f  your  t i m e ,  how would you rate t h e s e  
s o l d i e r s ?  

A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  i n  1966 - 1967? 

Q Talk ing  about  1967, mid-1967 u n t i l  deployment. 

A. I would s a y  it was a good company, sir. 
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Q Good company; average o r  above average? 

A. I would say there--I  would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  it was 
above average. Speakinq of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  some were good in-
d iv idua l s .  The company took most of the  competi t ive awards. 
I t  was a h i g h - s p i r i t e d  company. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you deployed t ak ing  any of  
what you might r e f e r  t o  as  problem c h i l d r e n  with you? 

A. Whoever was i n  t h e  company went, s i r ,  unless  they  
f e l l  i n t o  one of t h e s e  precluded th ings .  There was one in-
d i v i d u a l ,  I'm t r y i n g  t o  th ink-- i t  seems t o  me w e  had one 
man i n  t h e  stockade t h a t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  headquarters  com-
pany. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name o r  i f  he was cons tan t ly  i n  
t r o u b l e  o r  i f  it was j u s t  t h i s  one t ime. 

Q I th ink  what I ' m  asking you is do you remember 
th ink ing  about t ak ing  one o r  two i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you j u s t  
would r a t h e r  have l e f t  i n  Hawaii, o r  i n h e r i t i n g  a couple 
j u s t  be fo re  you deployed and wished t h a t  they  had been 
i n h e r i t e d  by some o t h e r  u n i t ?  

A. You mean a troublemaker t h a t  was palmed o f f  
on the company? 

Q Yes. When you were going through and t r a n s f e r r i n g  
people o u t ,  leavlng  them behlnd and g e t t i n g  people i n ,  t h e  
thoughts sometimes go through ones ' mind : "I would j u s t  as  
soon have kep t  him and go t t en  r i d  of t h i s  fe l low."  

A. I guess s o ,  sir. 

Q I ' m  asking you i f  you can r e c a l l  whether o r  not  
t h e r e  w e r e  one o r  two o r  t h r e e  of these  fel lows t h a t  you j u s t  
as soon would have l e f t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Well, t h i s  i s  a hard  ques t ion .  You ask me t o  t r y  
t o  r e c a l l  how I f e l t  about something a long time ago. It 
would depend on any given t ime o r  what somebody j u s t  g o t  
i n t o .  A t  t he  same time, you say  w e  '11 g i v e  this guy a break 
and t ake  t h e  good guy over  t h e r e .  

Q How many companies d i d  you deploy wi th  a s  f i r s t  
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sergeant?  This  was your only one, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  it. 

Q I thought  perhaps you were doing a l o t  of  work 
on t h i s  a s . t h e  f i r s t  sergeant .  A couple of names might 
have j u s t  popped back i n t o  mind o r  might have made an 
impression on you a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I had to - - th i s  would be s t r i c t l y  
guessing. I th ink  i t  would probably have been t h e  o t h e r  
way around, more i n  regards of l o s i n g  t h e  good people r a t h e r  
than  t ak ing  t h e  o t h e r  ones.  Because I had no choice.  I t ' s  
j u s t  i f  we had some good people t h a t  m e t  one of  these  pre-
c l u s i o n s ,  we would t r y  t o  t a l k  him i n t o  going along f o r  t h e  
good of t h e  company. I t  was more on t h i s  s i d e ,  I would say. 
Who could I g e t  r i d  o f ,  because I had no way t o  g e t  r i d  of  
anybody. So I would have t o  say my l i n e  of thought ,  s ay ,  
would have been t h e  o t h e r  way. 

Q w e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  l o s i n g  any key people? 

A. We l o s t  a l o t  of key people.  I l o s t  my company 
c l e r k .  He was a key people.  I got  a young, 19-year-old 
k i d  t h a t  could type  and t h a t  was about a l l .  I l o s t  my 
company c l e r k ,  which t o  me was a b i g  concern. We t r i e d  
t o  g e t  h i m  t o  go along and t h e  Army was r a t h e r  i n f l e x i b l e  
upon c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  He had less than 90 days. He had 
agreed t o  go over  t h e r e  anyhow. They wanted h i s  s i g n a t u r e  
before  he went and he had j u s t  decided n o t  t o .  Another 
key personnel w a s  t h e  supply sergeant .  He was no t  e l -
i g i b l e  t o  go b u t  he s igned t o  go. We had a number of  
o t h e r  team and squad l e a d e r  types t h a t  d i d  go. 

Q How about platoon se rgean t s?  

A. I knew you would ask about platoon se rgean t s .  I 
was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  about who we had t h e r e ,  t h a t  was 
t h e r e ,  t h a t  d i d  n o t  go. We l e f t  with two new pla toon se rgean t s .  
One platoon se rgean t  d i d  go. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of who had 
t h e  o t h e r  platoons.  I know t h a t  we had two p la toon se rgean t s  
t h a t  were Vietnam ve te rans  t h a t  d i d  no t  go back, t h a t  had 
been with t h e  company f o r  q u i t e  a pe r iod  o f  t ime. We picked 
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up two more p la toon se rgean t s ,  E-7's. One of t h e  platoons 
had an E-6 and it j u s t  changed because of t h e  number of E-6Is 
we had, t h e  platoon se rgean t s  changed. Sergeant  LOPEZ was 
the pla toon se rgean t  p a r t  of t h e  t ime.  I be l i eve  Sergeant 
MITCHELL had i t  p a r t  of the time. BAINE had i t  p a r t  of t h e  
time. The one with t h e  E - 7 ,  we had no problem. When you 
get a p la toon wi th  a number of  E - 6 ' s ,  sometimes you d o n ' t  
l i k e  how th ings  opera te  s o  you switch back. I n  Hawaii, t o  
the b e s t  o f  my knowledge, we l e f t  back two platoon se rgean t s ,  
a t  l e a s t  two. I know two f o r  su re .  

Q You s a i d  t h e r e  were some dope problems i n  Hawaii.. 
Can you r e c a l l  any of t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  names? 

A. They i n v e s t i g a t e d  on it, b u t  never found anything 
t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anybody t h a t  I rec-
ognize a s  being on dope. The names I ' m  trying--one of them 
went t o  Thailand. I d o n ' t  th ink  he  was with t h e  company 
very long. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. Another one t h a t  w a s  
involved i n  i t  t h a t  they  i n v e s t i g a t e d  was Gerald SMITH. But 
nothing was found. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know t h e  names of 
c e r t a i n  people t h a t  supposedly were doing i t .  There was one 
i n d i v i d u a l  who s a i d  he used it i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,  b u t  I never 
knew it. 

9 What was h i s  name? 

A. ROTGER. 

(HOBSCHEID) 

Did KONWINSKI go with you? 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was t h e  c l e r k .  

He was t h e  c l e r k ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  

Your c l e r k ?  

Yes, s i r .  

W a s  he  t h e  19-year-old? 

Y e s ,  sir,  he was t h e  new replacement t h a t  we had. 
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Q Did you keep him as  the c l e r k  a f t e r  you deployed? 

A. He was p r e t t y  good i f  you were r i g h t  t h e r e  with 
him and kep t  h i m  going. 

Q Afte r  you deployed, you s a i d  you had a t r a i n i n g
period t h e r e  i n  Duc Pho, and I t h i n k  you s a i d  you r e c a l l  it 
being about a week? 

A. I would say  so .  Well, what w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
now is  formal t r a i n i n g  during t h e  pe r iod  of t ime be fo re  w e  
took over an o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  I be l i eve  it must be a t  
l e a s t  a month o r  around a month, anyhow, be fo re  we took over 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q You w e r e  s t i l l  a p a r t  of t h e  20th B a t t a l i o n  a t  
this time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  W e  were t h e r e  roughly 3 weeks before  
t h e  rest of t h e  br igade  g o t  t h e r e .  So maybe the per iod  ran  
maybe 2 months. I t  seems t o  m e  once t h e  br igade  was t h e r e ,  
it was a p r e t t y  good per iod  of t i m e .  They had t o  get a l l  
t h e s e  people o r i e n t e d  and t r a i n e d .  So probably from t h e  
t i m e  w e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  they  s t a r t e d  o p e r a t i o n s ,  it 
might have been c l o s e r  t o  2 months. 

Q. I th ink  t h e  records i n d i c a t e  C Company advance 
p a r t y  a r r i v e d  around t h e  l s t ,  3rd ,  o r  4 th  of December, some-
where i n  t h e r e .  And t h e  main body a r r i v e d  on t h e  20th. 
There was a welcoming ceremony f o r  t h e  br igade  on 20 Dec-
ember, a b i g  formation, and t h e  assignment t o  the  America1 
Divis ion f o r  t h e  br igade .  And then somewhere around t h e  1st 
of  t h e  year  is when you rece ived  an opera t iona l  mission. Does 
t h a t  j i b e  w i t h  your t imes? I t ' s  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than 2 months. 

A.  I was s t r i c t l y  going j u s t  on--I would say  about 
6 weeks o r  so .  It seems t o  me t h a t  C Company received a 
mission b u t  I t h i n k  it s t r i c t l y  had t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  as a 
kind of t r a i n i n g  pe r iod  because it wasn ' t  well--they were 
out  t h e r e ,  no doubt about i t ,  but we d i d n ' t  have t h e  area .  
The o t h e r  u n i t  still  had t h e  area. It was a p a t r o l ,  s o r t  
of a break-in th ing  where t h e r e  w a s  a cold  a r e a ,  
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j u s t  g e t  your f e e t  w e t  t ype  of  t h i n g .  

Q The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  January ,  C Company w a s  s e l e c t e d  
t o  be a p a r t  o f  a t a s k  f o r c e  c a l l e d  Task Force Bnrker. 

A. I guess  it was i n  January ,  sir.  

Q And you moved t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  w i t h  Task Force Barker .  

Q - You w e r e n ' t  w i t h  Task Force Barker?  

A. T h i s  i s  a t e c h n i c a l i t y .  Task Force Barker  w a s  an 
o p e r a t i o n a l  t a s k  f o r c e ,  n o t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  So t h e  o r d e r l y  
room and a l l  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  1/20. The 
t a c t i c a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  company was wi th  Task Force Barker.  
So a c t u a l l y ,  r e a l  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  I w a s n ' t  even under Captain  
M E D I N A ' s  c o n t r o l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I w a s  under t h e  execu t ive  
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q And where w a s  t h i s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. A t  Duc Pho. 

9. How many people  remained wi th  you from C Company 
back t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Th i s  v a r i e d  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and R & R. 

A. You are n o t  count ing  t r a n s i e n t  peop le ,  i n  and o u t  
people ,  coming back from s i c k  c a l l ,  people  r e t u r n i n g  from t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  R & R ' s  o f  cou r se ,  you have i n  and o u t  a l l  t h e  
t i m e .  The e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and myself and t h e  company c l e r k .  
And w e  had t h e  armorer back t h e r e  and t h e  supply  s e r g e a n t  
and t h e  commo c h i e f .  But normally t h e y  w e r e n ' t  a l l  i n  t h i s  
area a t  one t i m e  because w e  u s u a l l y  had a forward supply 
area t h a t  had t o  manned. 
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I f  t h e  commo c h i e f  was up t h e r e  managing, then t h e  supply 
se rgean t  was back. I f  t h e  supply se rgean t  was up t h e r e ,  
t h e  commo chief  was back. The company c l e r k  always s t ayed  
t h e r e .  

Q Did you have any p a r t  of  t h e  p la toons  o r  a 
p la toon back t h e r e  f o r  performance of  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. No, sir. We were d e f i n i t e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  
number of people w e  could  have. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
number e s t a b l i s h e d , .  b u t  i t  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f .  f i v e  
o r  s i x  people. 

Q And t h e  r e s t  of  them were a l l  nor th  of LZ 
Dot t ie?  

A. And even t h e  s i c k ,  lame, and l azy  were gen-
e r a l l y  on t h e  forward f i r e  base f o r  s e c u r i t y  and main-
tenance t h e r e .  

Q Who was a c t i n g  as  f i r s t  s e rgean t  forward? 

A. You mean i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Q Yes, a t  LZ ~ o t t i e .  

A. Well, you would have t o  cons ider  now, i f  we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about--do you mean where t h e s e  o t h e r  people a r e  
when they were n o t  o u t  with t h e  company? 

Q N o .  A s  I understand it, you were back a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And you were t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t .  Now who as-
sumed t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t  f o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  elements t h a t  were forward a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. The company commander picked one £0 t h e  platoon 
se rgean t s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know which ones he used o r  i f  
h e  used t h e  same one a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  have what you would c a l l  a f i e l d  f i r s t ?  
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A. No, sir.  Like f o r  s e t t i n g  s e c u r i t y  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q And f o r  pass ing  t h e  word ou t ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  e n l i s t e d  men and s o  on. 

A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q *  He ran  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  through t h e  p la toon sergeant?  

A. Once again,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  b u t  I be l i eve  
t h e s e  d u t i e s  were r o t a t e d  around. For i n s t a n c e ,  what p la toon 
i s  respons ib le  f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  chow up t o  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was r o t a t e d .  Other than t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  t h e r e  was no need f o r  a f i e l d  f i r s t .  The only time 
they  would come i n  would be a t  a p lace  l i k e  Dot t i e ,  and 
they  are usua l ly  only i n  t h e r e  f o r  a couple of days.  

a Who was i n  t h e r e  f o r  only a couple of  days? 

A. The company, and everyth ing  was bunkered. Every-
body was bunkered, t h e  per imeter  w a s  fenced, and each p la toon 
was ass igned t o  t h e i r  area.  

Q .  When you s e t  up your o r d e r l y  room t h e r e  a t  Duc 
Pho, d i d  you then  rece ive  America1 pub l i ca t ions?  

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember when they came i n .  I 
know t h a t  w e  d i d  have pub l i ca t ions  because everyth ing  w a s  
under t h e  MACV regu la t ion .  The morning r e p o r t  e n t r i e s  
and everyth ing  e l s e  used t h a t  a s  an a u t h o r i t y .  A s  t o  pin-
p o i n t  when we got  them, how many o f  them--whatever we had 
i n  March we no longer  had, because our  p l a c e  was completely 
destroyed.  There was nothing l e f t .  

Q. What happened? 

A. W e  got  mortared. 

Q Your o r d e r l y  room was h i t ?  

A. Orderly room, supply room, and arms room 
completely destroyed.  But then  we s t a r t e d  from s c r a t c h  again.  
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Q- I know I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  you back i n  t ime.  When 
t h e  company went forward and went opera t iona l  and you rather--  
I d o n ' t  want t o  use t h e  improper words here .  You d i d  n o t  
l o s e  c o n t r o l  b u t  you d i d  n o t  have your t roops  r i g h t  where 
you could keep your thumb on them. You probably had an oppor-
t u n i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  g e t  your f i l e s  i n  o rde r  and g e t  your 
o r d e r l y  room set up and your A R ' s  and some resemblance of 
o r d e r  and s o  on. Do you remember the  f e e l i n g  you had with 
r e fe rence  t o  whether o r  n o t  you were g e t t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  type  
of  admin i s t r a t ive  support  from brigade o r  Americal with 
reference  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  your f i l e s ?  Did you have t h e  
r egu la t ions  i n  Vietnam t h a t  you had needed? 

A. I don' t know. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can remember any 
time i n  my m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  where you thought you had every- 
t h i n g  t h a t  you thought you needed a s  f a r  a s  t h e  r egu la t ions .  
It  seemed always t h e  one you need t o  put  your f i n g e r  on i s  
t h e  one you haven ' t  got .  I be l i eve  we had what was requi red .  
I know t h a t  when you have go t  them, you d o n ' t  n o t i c e  it. The 
only t i m e  you n o t i c e  it i s  when you haven ' t  g o t  them. I 
no t i ced  i n  March, when t h e  p lace  burned down, C and D Company 
burned down e n t i r e l y .  I never d i d  g e t  any replacement on my 
A R ' s .  I t  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  t h a t  much of a  problem. The o r d e r l y  
rooms were a l l  l i n e d  up r i g h t  next  t o  each o the r .  I f  w e  
d i d n ' t  have something we j u s t  jumped ou t  t h e  door--S1 was 
r i g h t  across  t h e  l i t t l e  a rea  t h e r e .  

Q - I w a s  wondering i f  you r e c a l l  going through an 
index, t h e  Americal l i s t ,  a t  any t i m e  when you s t a r t e d  t o  set 
up and p u t  i n  your r e q u i s i t i o n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  bel ieve--I  d o n ' t  remember, but normally 
i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  when you f i r s t  go i n ,  you a r e  pro- 
vided wi thout  i n i t i a l  r e q u i s i t i o n .  

Q =  You d i d  g e t  some? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether o r  n o t  you g o t  
t h e  SOP from t h e  11th  Brigade and/or t h e  Americal? 

A.  Do I r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  No, sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  i n  your mind 
t h a t  you needed one? 

A. Like I say ,  l t  was probably t h e r e  and we prob-
ably used one. Evident ly we used it, b u t  i f  you say I re-
cal l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g e t t i n g  it, I d o n ' t .  

Q I would assume you would r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  
you d i d n ' t  have i t ?  

A. I f  I d i d n ' t  have it - -
Q. ( In terpos ing)  And you don 't r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
n o t  having i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Like I say ,  up t o  March, and th ings  
became r a t h e r  touch and go f o r  a while .  W e  had t o  r econs t ruc t  
records.  

Q* What was t h e  d a t e  i n  March, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Early.  About t h e  4 th ,  I guess; e a r l y  i n  March. 

Q- What about t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  problems you had i n  
t h e  company i n  e a r l y  1968? Did you have many d i s c i p l i n a r y  
problems once you go t  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Not a t  t h e  beginning, b u t  a s  time wore on people 
refused  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d .  This was n o t  a problem t h a t  was 
confined t o  C Company. 

Q I understand. There wasn ' t  anything o u t  of t h e  
o rd ina ry  then? 

A. W e l l ,  I thought it was because I d o n ' t  t h ink  people 
should a c t  t h a t  way. I t  was i n  o t h e r  companies too.  I d o n ' t  
know about t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s .  

Q What k ind  of problems d i d  you have? 

A. People r e f u s i n g  t o  go on a mission. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they cour t -mar t ia led  anybody over  i t  o r  n o t .  

Q How were t h e s e  fe l lows punished? 
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A. They p r e s s e d  charges  wh i l e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember. W e  had one i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  
paperwork, h e  g o t  t r i e d  on it. I d o n ' t  remember what t ype  
o f  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  it w a s .  I t h i n k  he wound up wi th  something 
l i k e  a $ 2 5  f i n e .  This  was no th ing ,  he had been o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  f o r  months. 

Q* Was t h i s  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q L e t ' s  con f ine  o u r  t h i n k i n g  t o  Capta in  MEDINA's 
r e i g n  a s  company commander. Were any charges ,  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
charges ,  p r e s s e d  wh i l e  h e  had command? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one t h a t  r ece ived  a $25  f i n e ,  
s t a r t e d  wh i l e  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  t h e  company commander, b u t  I 
don' t t h i n k  h e  w a s  t h e  company commander when it w a s  t u r n e d  over. 

Q So t h a t  would be l a te  i n  h i s  r e i g n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Problems up u n t i l - - I  d o n ' t  want t o  s a y  
something I dont  t know. I t  seems t o  m e  w e  d i d n ' t  have t o o  
many problems i n  t h e  beginning.  I t  seems a s  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  
o f  t h e  combat s i t u a t i o n  and of be ing  away, I guess ,  starts 
t o  b u i l d  up i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h i s  i s  when you s ta r t  t o  
have your problems ..P r e t t y  soon,  you s t a r t  worrying,  tension. ,  
b u i l d s  up, you a r e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  jungle  a l l  t h e  t ime t h i s  
f i r s t  few months. This  i s  when your problems are going  t o  
s t a r t  i n  your  weaker i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q. How about  ~ r t i c l e1 5 ' s ?  

A. I n  Vietnam, s i r ?  W e  had some, bu t '  t hey  u s u a l l y  i n -
volved somebody goof ing  o f f ,  probably supposed t o  be  on bunker 
guard o r  something,  and f e l l  a s l e e p .  

Q 6 How were t h e y  handled wi th  you a t  Duc Pho and Captain  
MEDINA up forward? 

A. The paperwork was made o u t  i n  t h e  r e a r  and brought  
forward,  and t h e  company commander--

Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And he  s e n t  t h e  paperwork back? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t oo  many. I guess w e  must have had 
some. 

8 Then a s  I understand it; you d o n ' t  r e - a l l  any s e r -
ious  problems such a s  murder, rape ,  o r  arson? 

A. No, s i r .  We had t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  s h o t  
another  man. That was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  acc iden ta l .  I be l i eve  
he received an A r t i c l e  15 on it though from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander f o r  a c c i d e n t a l  discharge of a weapon. He was t h e  
same i n d i v i d u a l ,  t hen ,  who l a t e r  on refused  t o  go i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  He was court-mart ia led and f i n e d  $25.  

Q Who was t h i s ?  

A. BROUSSARD. He refused  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d .  He 
complained, went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  s a i d  he was nervous o r  some-
th ing .  The doctor  s e n t  him back with a  note .  The doctor  
s a i d  he d i d n ' t  be l i eve  anything was wrong with t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  
W e  wanted t o  send him t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  and he went AWOL. We got  
him back and he went AWOL again, but  he never d i d  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  

Q *  Did you ever  h e a r  any more about t h e  dope problem? 

A. I understand it was very p reva len t  i n  V i e t a m  but  
I never--we never had anybody t h a t  was pressed  f o r  it. I used 
t o  hear  about it. The company next  t o  us caught an i n d i v i d u a l  
wi th  dope. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody i n  our  company except 
t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  ROTGER. I d o n ' t  know, he was t h e  type t h a t  
probably would say he  was us ing  it j u s t  to--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  To be a b i g  shot?  

A. J u s t  t o  make a b i g  s h o t  of himself .  He got  k i l l e d  
i n  February. 

Q Well, l e t ' s  t a l k  now about t h e  per iod  of February 
and March 1968, i f  we can. This  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  company was 
s e n t  forward t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  ope ra t ing  under t h e  con t ro l  of Task 
Force Barker. Adminis t ra t ive ly ,  d i d  you s t i l l  f a l l  under t h e  20th 
B a t t a l i o n  o r  were you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. No paperwork went through 
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t h e  t a s k  force .  

Q And i f  t h e r e  were any A r t i c l e  1 5 ' s ,  they would 
have been acomplished by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander of  t h e  
20th r a t h e r  than t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander, I assume. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And a l l  of your resupply,  t h e  20th Bat tal ion--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I guess you would have t o  say i t  was 
t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  bu t  they were working ou t  of 4/3 t r a i n i n g  
a r e a  which was up a t  Chu Lai .  This i s  where t h e  resupply came 
from and t h i s  was why we had t o  have someone a t  t h e  forward 
supply area .  I t  wasn ' t  r e supp l i ed  from Duc Pho because of d i s -
tance .  They were i n  the--I  c a n ' t  say i n  the  opera t iona l  a r e a  
o f  t h e  4/3, b u t  it seems t o  me t h e  4/3 had t h a t  a r e a  before  Task 
Force Barker moved i n  and took over t h a t  p a r t  o f  it. They had 
a resupply base which was on t h e  southern edge o f  Chu La i ,  which 
was much c l o s e r  than t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  ou t  from Duc 
Pho. 

Q What k ind  of opera t iona l  mission were you aware t h e  
company went on i n  February and March of 1968? Did they have 
some good engagements? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. We had a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  
b u t  most of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  from mines and booby t r a p s ,  and 
t o  me t h i s  i s  n o t  a f i r e  f i g h t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  g e t t i n g  involved i n  head t o  
head confronta t ion  with t h e  VC? 

A. Large numbers of them, no, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You say you had a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  from mines 
and booby t r a p s .  You would have got  involved i n  t h i s ,  I 
assume no t  only from your morning report--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I made all t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  and 
I v i s i t e d  j u s t  about every man t h a t  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i f  I 
would g e t  t h e r e  before  he was moved somewhere. I a l s o  took 
case of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  with graves r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
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Q 9 How about your s t r e n g t h ,  d i d  i t  s t a r t  t o  decrease 
or d i d  you g e t  f i l l e r s  r i g h t  away? 

A. W e  g o t  i n  a couple  of  replacements.  I t  seemed t o  
be j u s t  one o r  two i n  January o r  February,  and i n  March w e  
s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  replacements.  

Q What d i d  you do,  d i d  you p ipe  them r i g h t  on up o r  
d i d  you keep them i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Duc Pho and t r a i n  them and 
s o  f o r t h ?  

A. They were o r i e n t e d ,  t h e i r  equipment was broken 
down s o  t h a t  they  had t h e  proper  equipment t o  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d , .  and they  were moved ou t .  The t i m e  they were i n  Duc Pho 
was probably no more than 40  hour s ,  most cases  probably less. 

Q D i d  t hey  undergo any t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Everybody t h a t  came i n t o  Vietnam was i n  country 
probably 2 o r  3 weeks be fo re  they  e v e r  a r r i v e d  a t  a u n i t .  They 
had a t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  up a t  Americal. 

Q - A t  Chu Lai?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  And everybody went through t h a t .  I 
b e l i e v e  they  were i n  country about  2 o r  3 weeks be fo re  they  
came down. Not only f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  I understand an 
i n d i v i d u a l  wi th .  a t i m e  change l i k e  t h a t  t a k e s  awhile t o  
g e t  a d j u s t e d  back t o  normal. You have a t i m e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  
t h e r e  when you move from one t o  anoeher. You a r e  a l i t t l e  
d i s o r i e n t e d  i n  your body. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  your s t r e n g t h  g e t t i n g  down p r e t t y
bad toward t h e  end of February a f t e r  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. It was down b u t  w e  were s t i l l  i n  good shape a s  
f a r  a s ,  s a y ,  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  because w e  s t a r t e d  wi th  s o  many 
more than  they d id .  Even though we took c a s u a l t i e s  we w e r e  
s t i l l ,  s t r e n g t h  w i s e ,  probably h i g h e r  o r  even above what 
some o f  t h e  companies w e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any f i g u r e s  o r  approximation o f  
f i g u r e s ?  
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A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  now of c a s u a l t i e s .  I n  Feb-
ruary  we probably took maybe 20 c a s u a l t i e s .  Some of them, 
of  course,  were l i g h t  and re tu rned  t o  t h e i r  u n i t .  

Q Looking a t  your morning r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  
February and March, your s t r e n g t h  got  down t o  about 1 1 9  
assigned about 15 o r  16 March. Does t h i s  sound about r i g h t  
as you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, t h i s  morning r e p o r t  s t r e n g t h ,  you c a n ' t  
argue wi th  t h e  morning r e p o r t .  I don ' t  know i f  it was t h a t .  
I t  doesn ' t  seem it could have been. Like I say ,  we rece ived  
replacements i n  March. I d o n ' t  know how many, maybe 10 o r  12. 
From then on, they s t a r t e d  coming on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  See,  
we l o s e  people o t h e r  than  c a s u a l t i e s  which reduced t h e  
s t r e n g t h  q u i t e  a b i t .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  people who had 
more than 90 days t o  do, probably t h e  ones that--91, 101, 
and 102, t h e s e  were going i n  March and we probably l o s t  10 
o r  15 t h a t  way. So we probably might have been down t o  120. 

Q Were you e v e r  brought i n  on t h e  opera t ions  b r i e f -
i n g s ,  brought i n  as t o  what they were going t o  do t h e  next  
day o r  next  week? 

A.  No, sir. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I th ink  on most 
o f  these  opera t ions  they  rece ived  t h e i r  th ings  j u s t  from 
day t o  day and from hour t o  hour. Where t h e  co lone l ,  
going around i n  a chopper, t h i n k s  he  s e e s  something, t h a t ' s  
where they go. They used t o  go o u t  on t h e s e  sweeps. I guess 
you c a l l  them t h a t .  

Q Did Captain MEDINA seem t o  be p leased  wi th  h i s  
assignment t o  Task Force Barker and t o  be opera t ing  under 
t h a t  type of  headquar ters  a s  opposed t o  t h e  1/20? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was o v e r e n t h u s i a s t i c  when 
he  f i r s t  found o u t  about it. Once he go t  going on i t ,  I 
th ink  he l i k e d  it. 

Q What about t h e  t roops?  Did you hear  any t a l k  about 
i f  t h e  t roops  were with t h e  way th ings  were going i n  
February and March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  have too  much c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  
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rank and f i l e  ind iv idua l .  

Q- Even when they  came back? 

A. They d i d n ' t  come back t h a t  o f t en .  I have been 
t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of when they  came back t o  Duc Pho t h e  f i r s t  
time. I t  seems t o  m e  i t  was way up i n  May. 

Q I mean t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  coming back through. Did 
they say:  " I t ' s  h e l l  up t h e r e ,  top , "  o r  "We a r e  having a good 
time. " 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them saying  they  were having a 
good time. Mainly it was hard  work, j u s t  chasing and chasing. 

Q- Did any of  them i n d i c a t e  t o  you o r  d i d  Captain 
MEDINA i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  they  o r  he  were anxious t o  
g e t  i n t o  a s c r a p  and g e t  o u t  of t h e  mines and booby t r a p  
bus iness?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  of anybody 
saylng it, b u t  I have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  this was a normal 
th ing  i f  you go o u t  and chase through t h e  jungles  f o r  2 o r  3 
months and don t , t  s e e  anything. T h i s  becomes k ind  of a f r u i t -
,less th ing .  I imagine you could p u t  yourse l f  i n  t h e  same 
s i t u a t i o n .  You d o n r t  r e a l l y  want t o  g e t  i n t o  a f i g h t .  A t  
t h e  same t ime,  you d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  keep going and s o i n g ,  and 
g e t  nothing.  

Q We've had a l o t  o f  r e p o r t s  t h a t  C Company was a 
r e a l  competi t ive u n i t  back i n  Hawaii and Captain MEDINA 
himself was a competi t ive i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  a tremendous 
amount of p r i d e  i n  h i s  u n i t ,  and what he wanted f o r  C 
Company was a good job always. This i s  why I asked t h e  
ques t ion .  It would seem t h e r e  i n  your f i r s t  opera t ions  
i n  February,  running i n t o  minef ie lds  and h i t  by booby 
t r a p s  and picked o f f  by s n i p e r s ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  q u i t e  i n  
the same tone.  And t h a t ' s  why I ' m  asking t h e  ques t ion .  
Was this competi t ive f e e l i n g  t h a t  you had i n  Hawaii, 
competi t ion w i t h  one another ,  s t i l l  p reva len t  a f t e r  your 
f i r s t  month o r  s o  of combat? 

A. I don ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would be 
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a b l e  t o  s a y  for sure. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  it was s t i l l - t h e r e .  
Although l i k e  I say ,  it was a p r e t t y  good turnover  i n  per-
sonnel .  Captain MEDINA was a good company commander. H e  was 
a hard taskmaker, b u t  he was f a 2 r  and he wanted the best f o r  
his men, and he expected t h e  b e s t  o u t  of them. It wasnFt  
a onesided thzng. Competition, t h a t  you have. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
you r e a l l y  have competi t ion I n  combat though. 

Q No. Certainly an aggressiveness ,  a d e s i r e  t o  
ach2eve r e s u l t s ,  whEch is t h e  same type of t h i n g ,  o r  t h e  de-
sire t o  prove t h a t  this company was as good a s  one thought 
it might have been. How would you e v a l u a t e  Captain MEDINA? 
What kind of a company commander was he? 

A. H e  was a good company commander, s i r ,  probably 
the f i n e s t  I have e v e r  served  under. He knew h i s  job. H e  
was a good company comander .  

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  he w a s  a taskmaster?  

A. People knew what they w e r e  supposed t o  do and 
t h e i r  goals .  

Q D i d  he have p r e t t y  good con t ro l?  

A. Yes, slr. 

Q Did he utElPze t h e  chain of command o r  d i d  h e  
c o n t r o l  it h h s e l f ?  

A. Operatfon wAse? 

Q .Any kind of  way. 

A. Operatfon w2se, r cou ldn ' t  say.  

Q - Dld h e  u s e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s ?  

A. I imagine s o ,  ~ E s e  

Q How about i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes,  S ~ T .  
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Q *  How about  i n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  your f i r s t  month i n  
count ry ,  4 December, i s  t h a t  when you picked up your  f i r s t  op-
e r a t i o n a l  miss ion? Was he us ing  t h e  cha in  of  command, was h e  
u s ing  h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  o r  was he ,  MEDINA, t a l k i n ?  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  t r o o p s ?  You say  he w a s  t h e  b e s t  company commander yo0 
have e v e r  had? 

A. I would say  s o ,  sir. 

Q. I f  you had t o  f a u l t  him i n  some way, i f  you had t o  
p i c k  a f a u l t ,  what would it be? 

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  a h a r d  one,  s ir .  

Q It i s  a n e g a t i v e  q u e s t i o n  I know. 

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l y  one t h i n g .  I f  you had t o  p i ck  one 
t h i n g  t h a t  s t o o d  o u t ,  probably a l a c k  of  t a c t .  H e  was an 
a g r e s s i v e  type .  Most agg res s ive  people  do n o t  show t o o  
much tact .  

Q Was t h i s  w i t h  t h e  men? 

A. Probably more w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t han  w i t h  t h e  men. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t o o  many t i m e s  when he  jumped on i n d i v i d u a l s  
f o r  t h i n g s .  H e  u s u s l l y  g o t  on t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  p l a toon  
s e r g e a n t  o r  t h e  squad l e a d e r  t h a t  was i n  charge f o r  n o t  g e t -
t i n g  it done. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him g e t t i n g  on i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q* What was h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ?  
Did h e  have a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  them, do you t h i n k ,  o r  
w a s  it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  once aga in ,  t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  
c a l l i n g  f o r  t h i n g s  o t h e r  t han  f a c t  because I d o n ' t  know f o r  a 
f a c t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  what you would 
c a l l  buddy-buddy c l o s e  t o  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  H e  was a 
company commander, you are a p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  
way t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  you know on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March C 
Company p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Task Force Barker.  
On t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March, Captain  MEDINA gave a b r i e f i n g  t o  
C Company i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  The nex t  day C 
Company a long  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  two u n i t s  o f  Task Force Barker  
went o u t  about  
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7:30 i n  t h e  morning and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  I t  h a s  become known a s  t h e  Son My area, Pink-
v i l l e ,  My L a i  Hamlet, e t  c e t e r a .  Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  they  went o u t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I knew they  were going on it. 

Q* How d i d  you f i n d  t h i s  o u t ?  

A. I was a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. You were? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q Do you remember why no t?  

A. No, because u s u a l l y  when I w a s  up t h e r e ,  I w a s  
up t h e r e  f o r  a reason  o f  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  done. I probably  
j u s t  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. D i d  you h e a r  mhny b r i e f i n g s  t h e  company re-
ce ived ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Not t o o  many. I used t o  h e a r  them when w e  were 
f i rs t  t h e r e  i n  Vietnam, back,  s ay ,  i n  January ,  when w e  w e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  Carantan.  

Q W e l l ,  do you remember what t i m e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  
g iven? 

A. No, sir. 

Q D i d  you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  c a l l i n g  t h e  
t roops  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. No, sir.  H e  t a l k e d  s t r i c t l y  w i t h  h i s  p l a t o o n  
leaders. 

Q I t  seems r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an oppor-
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t u n i t y  f o r  you t o  h e a r  a b r i e f i n g ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  f o r  
a p r e t t y  good-size o p e r a t i o n  appa ren t ly .  What d i d  you h e a r  
about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  then? What k ind  of  an  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  it 
going t o  be? 

A. They were supposed t o  be going o u t  i n t o  t h i s  Pink-
v i l l e  a r e a .  There w a s  supposed t o  be a l a r g e  f o r c e  of  VC o u t  
t h e r e .  I t  w a s  supposed t o  be  a h o t  ope ra t ion .  

Q When d i d  you g e t  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  on t h e  15 th?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

Q. You w e r e n ' t  down a t  Duc Pho then  f o r  t h e  change
of  command f o r  General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. When w a s  t h i s ?  

Q e  On t h e  1 5 t h .  

A. On t h e  15 th?  

A t  9 :30 i n  t h e  morning. 

A .  I probably was, b u t  I don ' t  recall it. Because 
I drove back and f o r t h - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  I was up--yes, s i r ,  I was. 
It  w a s  around noontime. 

Q What's t h a t ?  

A. The change of  command ceremony. 

Q - It w a s  a t  9 :30 i n  t h e  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Colonel  HENDERSON took o v e r  t h e  command of  t h e  
br igade .  

A. Do you have a d a t e  when--maybe i t  was t h e  1 5 t h .  It 
s e e m s  t o  m e  it w a s  t h e  14 th .  

Q. What's t h a t ?  
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A. 	 The change of command. 

a- Well, it was on t h e  15th  a l r i g h t  according t o  a l l  
t h e  records.  

A. 	 I probably drove up t h e r e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q. 	 But you r e c a l l  being a t  Duc Pho? 

A. My only reason f o r  going up t h e r e  was when they  
pu l l ed  o f f  t h e  LZ t o  g e t  t h e  ind iv idua l  gea r ,  g e t  t h e i r  
d u f f l e  bags moved ou t .  

Q. 	 You went up t h e r e  f o r  t h a t  purpose? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You knew t h a t  ope ra t ion  was going on t h e  next  
day? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

9. 	 W e l l ,  how d i d  you get word t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  
was going t o  t ake  p l a c e ,  because t h i s  was apparent ly  before  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  	 Most l i k e l y  a phone c a l l ,  sir.  

Did you do t h i s  every t i m e  they went o u t ?  

A. Not every time. Many times t h e  supply se rgean t  
handled it. Sometimes t h e  execut ive o f f i c e r .  This  was n o t  
a set  th ing .  It depended on what t h e  ind iv idua l  commitments 
were. Many times I was committed t o  Duc Pho, and t h i s  w a s  
a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it. Whether I wanted t o  go someplace o r  
no t ,  it was n o t  a mat ter  of choice.  

Q - 	 You d o n ' t  remember what made t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t .  Could I ask you a ques t ion ,  s i r ?  
Do you have t h e  d a t e  o f  when Sergeant COX got  k i l l e d ?  

a. 	 Sergeant  COX? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  j u s t  wondering i f  i t  was r i g h t  i n  
t h a t  same t i m e  a rea .  It w a s  ra ther--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Was he k i l l e d  i n  a minefield? 

A. No, sir.  H e  go t  k i l l e d  p icking  up a booby-trapped 
a r t i l l e r y  round. I t  i s  a long t ime, s i r ,  when you g e t  down 
t o  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  o r  why t h i s  happened t h i s  way on t h a t  day, 
and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  The reason I ' m  asking you, w e  have 
had some testimony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  might have been a 
memorial s e r v i c e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  they d i d  have a memorial s e r v i c e ,  bu t  
I d o n ' t  remember what day. 

9- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it w a s  on t h e  15th  o r  not?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
man k i l l e d  i n  C Company, WEBER? 

A. See, during March, whenever I could g e t  away, I 
w a s  going up t o  America1 Divis ion t o  t r y  and recons t ruc t  
personnel  d a t a  cards.  They had been destroyed i n  t h e  f i r e .  
This  might have been my main reason f o r  going up t h e r e .  

Q. Sergeant  COX was k i l l e d  on t h e  14th .  

A. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  my moving; i t ' s  
hard. 

Q. And by t h e  way, according t o  t h e  morning r e p o r t ,  
t h e  assigned s t r e n g t h  of your u n i t  on t h e  14th  of March appears 
t o  be about 1 1 7 .  

A.  This  i s  r i g h t  because we s t a r t e d  with about 154 
and we were probably down about 30 some people.  

Q- Sergeant  COX, does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory any? 
It would have been t h e  next  day. 

APP T-368 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAIi USE ONLY 

A.  I t  seems t o  me I was back and f o r t h  between.Chu 
Lai  and Duc Pho. I was up t h e r e  t o  Chu Lai  on t h e  14th ,  t h e  
day Sergeant  COX g o t  k i l l e d ,  because I i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  body. 
I t  seems I went back down t o  Duc Pho again and then  came back 
up again. 

What w a s  Sergeant  COX duty i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. 	 I be l i eve  he was a squad l e a d e r ,  sir. 

Q-	 Squad l eader?  He w a s  an E-6? 

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Q. 	 Which platoon? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

You knew they  were going t o  have t h i s  opera t ion  
Q e  


t h e  next  day? 

A. 	 yes ,  sir.  

Q. 	 You d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o r  h e a r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. 	 No, sir.  

I assume then  you heard a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o rQ m  


sometime during t h a t  evening they were going i n t o  a h o t  a r e a  
and were supposed t o  s t r i k e  a b i g  force .  Do you remember how 
you got  t h i s  information? 

A. I would have t o  imagine it w a s  from Captain MEDINA. 

Q= D o  you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MEDINA any? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t a l k e d  t o  him on t h e  15th.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conversat ion.  

Q. 	 Well, Colonel BARKER'S d r i v e r ,  a boy by t h e  name 
of BEASLEY, was going t o  go o u t  wi th  C Company. Did you get i n -
volved i n  t h a t  any? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

36 APP T-368 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Okay. What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  next  day, t h e  
day t h a t  they a c t u a l l y  went ou t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Concretely,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  very much. A i l  I can 
do is know what probably--I picked up t h e  gear and took it t o  
Chu Lai .  

Q Oh, you d id  no t  s t a y  a t  Dot t i e ;  you d i d n ' t  hear  
what was going on? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Not even when they f i r s t  went i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. It seems t o  me it was ho t .  I must 
have heard t h i s  l a t e r  on though, n o t  t h a t  morning., and t h a t  
they  had got  q u i t e  a few VC. But my understanding was mainly 
gunships haa done it. 

Q - You don ' t  know whether you got  t h a t  t h e r e ?  

A. O r  whether it was i n  t h e  conversat ion.  I f  you 
would know ahead of t i m e  t h a t  you a r e  going t o  have t o  remem-
b e r  something about it, bu t  you d o n ' t  know. 

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  put  i n  some l o g i c  here  i n  an 
at tempt  t o  h e l p  you r e c a l l .  I t  would seem t o  me, you being 
a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  being t h e r e ,  s t a y i n g  overnight  t h e r e ,  
knowing what they were going i n t o ,  knowing t h i s  might have 
been t h e i r  f i r s t  chance t o  g e t  eyeba l l  t o  e y e b a l l  with t h e  
VC, you wouldnVthave taken o f f  a t  t h e  crack of dawn 
f o r  Chu Lai  without  s t i c k i n g  around f o r  a few 
minutes when they  d id  leave  t o  s e e  whether o r  n o t  they 
d i d  g e t  i n t o  something. 

A. I was t h e r e  when t h e  company l e f t .  

9 Do you r e c a l l  any e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether they 
got  s lapped when they got  i n  t h e r e  o r  whether they i n  f a c t  
were meeting wi th  Char l ie?  

A. I d o n t t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I know I was involved 
i n  ga ther ing  up and g e t t i n g  t h e  100 odd d u f f l e  bags and g e t t i n g  
t h i n g s  c l e a r e d  ou t  s o  t h e  next  u n i t  could t a k e  over .  
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Q What were you doing with t h e s e  d u f f l e  bags? . 
Where were they  going? 

A. Up t o  t h e  resupply po in t  f o r  everybody. 

Q And what was t h e  purpose of t h a t ?  

A. They kep t  t h e i r  personal  s t u f f  i n  t h e  d u f f l e  
bags and w e  kept  them i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a rea .  When they came 
i n  t o  Dot t i e ,  we would t ake  them down t o  them. Then when 
they would l eave ,  we would run and g e t  them a l l  back up. 

Q How long were they going t o  be gone? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Did they do t h i s  every time they went o u t  i n  the 
f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Even i f  they were going ou t  f o r  t h e  day? 

A .  Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any opera t ions  where they  
were j u s t  going ou t  f o r  a day. You mean l i k e  going o u t  and 
coming back i n  t h e  same day? 

A. No. 

Q Oh, no, they wouldn't  be picked up then .  Usually 
i f  they d i d  t h a t ,  they  l e f t  somebody back t h e r e  because t h i s  
would s t i l l  be t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  f i r e  base.  I n  o t h e r  
words, I don ' t  t h i n k  i f  they d id  go o u t  on an opera t ion  it 
would be t h e  f u l l  company. I t  might be one p la toon o r  two 
platoons would go o u t .  

Q. Well, how long d i d  they s t a y  ou t?  

A .  I don' t  know, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  they came back i n  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  
18th?  

A. I t 's  poss ib le .  
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Q And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  ques t ion  now whether o r  n o t ,  
knowing t h a t  they were planning t o  come back i n  on t h e  a f t e r -
noon of t h e  18th  i f  a l l  of t h i s  moving of t h e  d u f f l e  
bags on t h e  16th would have been a l o g i c a l  courss  of a c t i o n ,  
o r  was it planned t h a t  they would s t a y  o u t  longer  than  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  A l l  I know i s  on t h e  17th--
I wouldn't  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you anything about t h e  
18th, b u t  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th I was going down t o  
answer t h e  te lephone and t r i p p e d  over  a t e n t  rope. I 
smashed my head and t o r e  t h e  end of my nose o f f ,  had a 
b r a i n  concussion. I d o n ' t  remember t o o  much about t h a t .  

Q L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  16th .  A f t e r  you got  t h e  
d u f f l e  bags,  d i d  you t ake  them up t o  Chu Lai o r  have them s e n t  
up? 

A. No. I would have gone with them. 

Q And then  come back down t o  Dot t ie .  This was a 
d r i v i n g  t r i p ,  a convoy? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we went up t o  Chu .Lai. 

Q From Dot t i e  t o  Chu Lai.  Then from Chu L a i ,  
how d i d  you g e t  back down t o  Due ?ha? 

A. I s tayed  a t  Chu Lai .  

Q- id you hea r  anything up t h e r e  o r  make any e f f o r t  
t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e  u n i t  w a s  doing? 

A. Yes, sir.  We got  r e p o r t s  and we only had one 
casua l ty  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q- Did you hear  whether o r  no t  they ran  i n t o  any VC? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did they? 

A. yes ,  sir.  
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Q - Where were you g e t t i n g  t h i s  information? Did you 
go i n t o  t h e  TOC, d i v i s i o n  TOC, o r  were you g e t t i n g  phone c a l l s ?  

A. No, sir. They g o t  a resupply l i n e  which they g e t  
some information over ,  b u t  they were n o t  on the o p e r a t i o n a l  l i n e .  

0. Is t h a t  where you were g e t t i n g  your information? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The word t h e r e  was t h a t  they had run i n t o  some--the 
b a t t a l i o n  o r  VC o r  whatever they were hoping t o  run i n t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  whether it w a s  a b a t t a l -
i o n ,  b u t  they d i d  have some ac t ion .  

Q- And one casua l ty?  

A. I t h i n k  it was only one. 

Q And who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. It was CARTER. 

Q. CARTER, what happened t o  him? 

A. H e  s h o t  himself .  

Q Shot himself?  

I understand he  s h o t  himself i n  t h e  foo t .  

Q Who f i l l e d  ou t  t h e  casua l ty  r e p o r t  on him? 

A. Evident ly t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r .  I was up a t  Chu 
Lai  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I d i d  go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  s e e  CARTER. 

9. And on t h e  17 th ,  you s a i d  you t r i p p e d  and were i n  
the h o s p i t a l  yourse l f?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ;  I w a s  inca-
p a c i t a t e d .  

Q - You d o n C t  r e c a l l  working on CARTER'S casua l ty  r e p o r t ?  
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A. No, sir. The casua l ty  r e p o r t s  go through 1/20. 
They a r e  submitted i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  o rde r ly  room t o  t h e  
S1. They a r e  submitted as  soon as  they can g e t  t h e  i n f o r -
mation o u t .  So i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  i f  I was down a t  
Duc Pho and they had a casua l ty  and I had a man t h a t  was up 
a t  t h e  resupply p o i n t ,  then  I would n o t i f y  him and they would 
g e t  t h e  information and c a l l  back down. But usual ly  most of 
t h e  p e r t i n e n t  information came i n  through t h e  normal t a s k  
force  cha in ,  down through brigade on t h e  i n i t i a l  c a l l  t h a t  
you have a c a s u a l t y  and most of your p e r t i n e n t  information,  
coord ina tes ,  and t i m e s .  I t ' s  j u s t  a mat ter  of f i l l i n g  o u t  
t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q Where was CARTER h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  Chu Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h a t  i s  where you went t o  s e e  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Is t h a t  where they brought him i n  when he  was 
wounded? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q DO you remember t h a t ?  

A. That? 

Q Do you remember see ing  CARTER brought  i n ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q - When d i d  you go v i s i t  him, l a t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Three o r  four  days? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. O n  t h e  17th? 
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A. On t h e  same day. 

Q - W e  have had some tes t imony t h a t  CARTER was brought  
back i n i t i a l l y  t o  D o t t i e  and then  perhaps t r a n s f e r r e d  on? 

A. H e  might have been,  sir.  


Q *  How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  Chu Lai?  


A. Probably 3 days. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  

Q .  Then you went back down t o  Duc Pho? Do you remem- 

b e r  any t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  f o r  CARTER i n ?  


A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  make o u t  t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t .  

I wasn ' t  down i n  Duc Pho; t h e r e  was probably was t r o u b l e  g e t -  

t i n g  it i n .  


Q *  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show ,you E x h i b i t  M-109, c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  

on CARTER. Notice t h a t  t h e  c i rcumstances  surrounding CARTER'S 

wound i n d i c a t e  what? , 


A. I f  you r ead  t h a t ,  it i n d i c a t e d  it was a  h o s t i l e  

round. 


Q. Were t h e s e  r e p o r t s  da ted?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

Q. No way t o  t e l l  what d a t e  t h a t  went on? 

A. J u s t  t h e  d a t e  and t h e  hour of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  N o ,  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  form h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  da ted .  There i s  
another  form t h a t  goes i n  when you have c a s u a l t i e s  i n  which 
t h e r e  i s  a r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  You t a k e  t h e  
previous ones and you add on t h e  new one i n  t h e  column where 
i t  belongs,  and t h i s  i s  a da ted  r e p o r t .  This  c a s u a l t y  re-
p o r t i n g  t h i n g  h e r e  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  was da ted ,  e v i d e n t l y  no t .  

Q- I ' m  cu r ious .  You seem t o  r e c a i i  CARTER'S case 
very w e l l .  

A. I went t o  see him i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  


Q =  Was he  t h e  only  one you went t o  see i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  
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No, sir.  

Why do you r e c a l l  h i s  case s o  wel l?  

A. Because he s h o t  himself .  W e  j u s t  d l d n D thave too  
many cases  where an i n d i v i d u a l  s h o t  h imsel f .  

Q Did you make a l i n e  of duty? 

I d o n ' t  know whether one was made o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

You r e c a l l  processing one--would you have known? 

A. I probably wouldn' t have. 

Q- You probably wouldn 't have? 

A. I should have i f  t h e r e  was one. I n  a l o t  of t h e s e  
cases  t h i s  t h i n g  he re  would give you t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  it was 
a h o s t i l e  wound. I n  many ins tances  many th ings  t h a t  happened 
while  engaged i n  a h o s t i l e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  recorded as  h o s t i l e .  
But t h e  wound was a s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  one. 

Q. You ind ica ted  t h e  pe r iod  of t i m e  a f t e r  you f e l l  
and go t  y o u r . b r a i n  concussion you were ou t  of a c t i o n ,  inca-
p a c i t a t e d  f o r  a while.  How long w a s  t l a t ?  

A. I would say about 3 days. 

Q* Three o r  four  days? I ask you i f  you have ever  seen 
o r  heard anything about t h a t  l e t t e r  da ted  Apr i l  6 which i s  an 
i n c l o s u r e  t o  M-109. This i s  M-109, and t h e  casua l ty  r e p o r t  t h a t  
I showed you e a r l i e r  was an i n c l o s u r e  t o  M-109. Do you r e c a l l  
g e t t i n g  involved i n  a l a t e  r e p o r t  on CARTER? 

A. No, s ir .  It appears on he re  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  
submit ted t o  b r igade ,  and somewhere between br igade  and d i v i s i o n  
it was l o s t .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  br igade 
received t h e  r e p o r t  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having t o  redo one of t h e s e  on 
CARTER a t  some per iod  i n  Apr i l?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I don ' t .  
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Q- The reason  I asked,  it i s  p e c u l i a r  t h a t  on a 
s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound which would r e q u i r e  a l i n e  o f  du ty  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  some s o r t ,  t h e  130-R r e f l e c t s  gunshot wound, 
h o s t i l e ,  which would n o t  r e q u i r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  any s o r t ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was a p p a r e n t l y  l o s t  o r  l a t e .  The d a t e  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  on CARTER is  unknown i n  t h e  form, 
b u t  it i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  i t  was submi t ted  a t  a 
la ter  t i m e  o r  someone submi t ted  it o r  misplaced t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e p o r t ,  which i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  appears  t o  have been m i s -
p l aced  du r ing .  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t ime .  Your absence from t h e  u n i t  
would e x p l a i n  why it might n o t  have been submi t t ed  and perhaps  
a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  when it w a s  submi t ted  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  
s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound could  have been looked over .  

A. I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you recal l  any o t h e r  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. There was ano the r  c a s u a l t y  b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  it 
be ing  on t h a t  day. 

Q* How about  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  1 7 t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. W e  had one o t h e r  man t h a t  was h i t  
o u t  t h e r e ,  a man by t h e  name of  MEADLO. I d o n ' t  recall  when 
h e  was h i t .  

Q- Okay. L e t ' s  go back to--you're i n  Chu L a i  on t h e  
1 6 t h .  Now you' r e  h e a r i n g  t a l k  about  how they  g o t  something 
going down t h e r e .  Did you h e a r  any f a c t s  o r  f i g u r e s  o r  g e t  any 
more in format ion?  What k i n d  o f  t a l k  d i d  you h e a r  on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  any th ing  e x c e p t  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was go ing  w e l l .  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned,  it 
w a s  going real w e l l  because w e  d i d n ' t  have many c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  you t a l k e d  t o  CARTER? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What d i d  CARTER t e l l  you about  i t ?  

A. About t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  I don' t remember him say ing  
anyth ing  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
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Q You don ' t  remember him t a l k i n g  t o  you about what 
was going on o r  asking him what was going on? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he i n  f a c t  had a good a c t i o n ,  
t h a t  i n  f a c t  it was ho t?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion.  

Q- How about how he was wounded? 

A. Yes, s ir .  That was what I was checking on. H e  
s a i d  h i s  . 4 5  had jammed. He was at tempting t o  c l e a r  it and it 
discharged and h i t  him i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  a time o r  where he was? Well, you 
had then  an impression that.  it was a p r e t t y  s u c c e s s f u l  show? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember hear ing  about how many VC t h a t  
they  had k i l l e d ?  

A. Not i n  s p e c i f i c  numbers, no, s i r .  L a t e r  on, t h e r e  
was a r e p o r t  of over 100. 

' Q. For C Company o r  f o r  the whole--

A. ( In terpos ing)  For t h e  opera t ion .  

.Q. Okay. On t h e  1 7 t h ,  you were s t i l l  a t  Chu Lai .  Do 
you remember hear ing  any more t a l k  about it up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
time o r  what they were doing? 

A .  No, sir.  
1 

Q 9 
On t h e  af ternoon o r  t h e  evening of t h e  17 th ,  you 

t r i p p e d ,  had t h e  concussion, and you s tayed i n  Chu Lai f o r  a 
couple of days,  3 days,  and then  went back down t o  Duc Pho? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

When d id  t h e  d u f f l e  bags go back down t o  Dott ie?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You weren ' t  involved i n  t h a t ? ,  

A. No, sir.  

Q A s  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you e a r l i e r ,  t h e  t roops  came i n  
from t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  18 th ,  but  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  being involved? 
Where were you, i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  o r  were you--

( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  I was i n  t h e  resupply poin t .  

Q Were you on duty o r  were you l y i n g  down r e s t i n g ?  

A. Yes , s i r ,  I w a s .  

Q - What's t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you remember hea r ing  any 
more t a l k  about what occurred ou t  the re?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  . 
Q Well, what specific--what t a l k  do you r e c a l l  hear-
ing about t h e  opera t ion  then  l a t e r ?  

A .  J u s t  t h a t  it was a success fu l  ope ra t ion .  I thought  
everything was f i n e  because General MESTMORELAND s e n t  down a 
congra tu la tory  message. 

Q *  Do you remember see ing  t h a t  message? 

A. It was i n  t h e  paper. 

Q Do you remember g e t t i n g  anything down through 
channels on i t ?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q D o  you remember anybody back a t  Duc P l~o ,any o f  t h e  
companies o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t a l k i n g  t o  you about i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q None of t h e  o t h e r  f i r s t  sergeants  mentioned i t ?  
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A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Did any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  back t h e r e  t a l k  t o  you about 
i t ?  

A.  I don ' t  r e c a l l  anybody, sir. 

Q. How about Lieutenant  STORMS? 

A.  I don ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conversat ions.  He was 
- a t  Duc Pho a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. I mean t h i s  i s  a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  Duc Pho. The 
t roops  w e r e  i n  of out  t h e  f i e l d  now back a t  Dot t i e  and you 
were back a t  Duc Pho. Did any of those  f i r s t  s e rgean t s  o r  any 
of  the o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho e v e r  mention it t o  you? 

A.  There was probably a conversat ion,  b u t  I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  


Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  ope ra t ion  repor ted ly  k i l l e d  128 VC. 
To ta l  l o s s  of U . S .  personnel was one K I A ,  I guess two KIA by 
booby t r a p s ,  and s e v e r a l  wounded. There was one s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  
wound i n  C Company which was t h e  only wound i n  C Company on t h e  
1 6 t h ,  and MEADLO t h e  next  day s tepped on a  booby t r a p .  It i s  
very p e c u l i a r  t h a t  of t h e  few U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  of Task Force 
BARKER on t h e  opera t ion  of  16 t o  18 March, no t  one man was 
wounded by h o s t i l e ,  small  arms f i r e ,  and 128 VC KIA were 
repor ted .  T h e  most success fu l ,  i n  terms of body 
count i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  U . S .  c a s u a l t i e s ,  ope ra t ion  conducted 
by t h e  America1 Divis ion s i n c e  their organiza t ion .  

A. I wasn' t  aware of  t h a t .  

Q- And t h e r e  wasn ' t  much t a l k  about i t ?  

A. I imagine t h e r e  was t a l k ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember anything. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  most of t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  were i n f l i c t e d  by t h e  gunships.  

-I 

Q- W e l l ,  where d i d  you g e t  t h a t  impression? 

I: d o n ' t  know. 

T t  w a s  j u s t  an impresslon? 
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A. I t  was j u s t  an impression t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  con tac t  
wasn ' t  s o  g r e a t .  

Q - Well, you s e e ,  what we a re  having t r o u b l e  recon-
c i l i n g  h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  here  i s  a competi t ive company, which 
d i d  very w e l l  i n  Hawaii, and a very aggress ive  company 
commander, an outs tanding  company commander who i s  aggress ive  
and a u n i t  i t s e l f  t h a t  i s  aggress ive .  They a r e  aching f o r  a 
f i g h t  and they g e t  i n t o  combat. They have l o s t  people t o  
booby t r a p s  and s n i p e r  f i r e .  And i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i g h t  they 
g e t  a tremendous body count ,  8 4  o f  t h e  128 were r epor ted  
k i l l e d  by C Company. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q *  This  was t h e  b i g g e s t  show, t h e  one they have been 
wa i t ing  f o r ,  and suddenly no one seems t o  r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  
success  i n  combat with t h e  VC. Nobody r e c a l l s  t a l k i n g  too  
much about it. 

A. W e l l ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t ,  sir. 

a - The Tr iden t ,  do you know what The Tr iden t  i s ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q .  That gave it q u i t e  a play on s e v e r a l  days because 
df what I have j i s t  ind ica ted .  The America1 News Sheet  
gave it q u i t e  a play .  The Observer and The Reporter gave it 
q u i t e  a p lay ,  and i t  even appeared i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  
Do you ever  r e c a l l  hea r ing  any rumors o r  any t a l k  concerning 
what a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen on 1 6  March 1968 a s  f a r  a s  your 
company w a s  concerned? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  hea r ing  whether or n o t  t h e r e  
were women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ?  

I r e c a l l  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  

How many? 

I d o n ' t  know any f i g u r e s .  
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Q How d id  you hea r  t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. J u s t  through conversat ion.  

Q What were your thoughts about t h a t ?  

A. My thought about i t ?  I thought it was one of t h e  
misfortunes of war. These people a r e  probably very easy  f o r  
somebody t o  shoot  when they a r e  no t  wearing uniforms i n  a 
hea ted  b a t t l e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h ink ing  t h a t  maybe t h e r e  should 
be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  somebody should check it out  t o  make 
s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  nothing wrong? 

A. No, sir. 

Did you ever  hear  about anybody wanting t o  do t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
coming through b a t t a l i o n .  There may have been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  went through from brigade t o  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  th ink ing  t h a t  perhaps t h e r e  should 
have been one? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Even wi th  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Most c i v i l i a n  casua l t i e s - - the re  were c i v i l i a n s  
h i t  be fo re .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them w r i t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. 

a - Do you know o r  are you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  r egu la t ions  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  d i r e c t i v e s  from America1 
Divis ion ,  from t h e  11th  Brigade, from MACV, o r  from USARV? 

A. No, 1 guess I ' m  no t .  

Q There a r e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  were i n  e f f e c t .  It 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  any time noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  occurred ,  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was r equ i red  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s ;  n o t  t o  p i n  
anybody b u t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s ,  t o  make s u r e  it was 
an hones t  e r r o r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  Do you r e c a l l  having t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  something was wrong wi th  t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. No, s i r .  I don 't r e c a l l  anything t h a t  would-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  A s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned, every-

thing--


A. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  f a r  a s  I read ,  i t  was a good 

opera t ion .  Being a  member of t h e  company, I guess t h i s  was 

what I wanted t o  see .  


Q. And t h i s  i s  what you r e c a l l  hear ing  and t h e  f e e l -  

i n g  t h a t  you have? You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about some d i s -  

sens ion  t h e r e  i n  t h e  t roops ,  MEADLO t a l k i n g  t o  CALLEY, Lieu-

t e n a n t  CALLEY, when MEADLO got h i s  f o o t  blown o f f ?  You don 't 

r e c a l l  hear ing  any rumors about what he  s a i d  t o  CALLEY? 


A. No. 

Q. No rumors about any of  t h e  young s o l d i e r s  of C 

Company involved i n  any o t h e r  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  

r e l a t e d  wi th  t h e  conduct of combat opera t ions ,  such a s  rape 

o r  dope? 


(Witness i n d i c a t e s  a negat ive  response .) 

Well, 128 people were repor ted  k i l l e d  o u t  

t h e r e .  They were c a l l e d  VC. A f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  some 350 

odd wi tnesses  here ,  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  inconceivable  t h a t  what 

d i d  occur  a t  My Lai  on 16 March was no t  b e t t e r  known a t  

l e a s t  by t h e  top  e n l i s t e d  man i n  t h e  C Company o rgan iza t ion .  

You know of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  


A. No, sir.  I do not .  

Q- You hea rd ,no th ing ,  no rumors of  any s o r t  concerning 
.what occurred? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any, sir.  This  i s  t h e  t r u t h .  I 

c a n ' t  h e l p  you. 


Q- Captain MEDINA never  s a i d  anything. t o  you about it? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  Captain MEDINA too  much a f t e r  t h a t  
.operat ion.  I went on R&R e a r l y  i n  Apr i l .  When I came back, 
we had a new company commander. 
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Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

I t a l k e d  t o  CALLEY. 

He never mentioned anything? 

No, s ir .  

Q- Your c l e r k  never mentioned anything about i t ,  KON-
WINSKI? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Lieutenant  STORMS, supply people,  people you d e a l t  
wi th  a t  t h e s e  resupply p o i n t s  e i t h e r  a t  Dottie--

A .  
r i g h t ?  

( In te rpos ing)  You mean about something n o t  being 

Q- Something being wrong, something n o t  j ib ing .  Right ,
something n o t  r ing ing  t r u e  about your a s s o c i a t i o n  of 18 o r  s o  
yea r s  with t h e  United S t a t e s  Army and what i s  r i g h t  and what 
i s  wrong? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conversat ion o r  even 
rumors about it. Evident ly i f  t h e r e  was such a t h i n g  happened, 
they were probably r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a l k  about it. I f  I had done 
something t h a t  was wrong, I d o n ' t  imagine I would go around 
broadcas t ing  it. 

Q. What about t h e  people t h a t  d i d n ' t  do something 
wrong? Do you know BERNHARDT? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

a .  What kind of  a s o l d i e r  was BERNHARDT? 

A. BERNHARDT joined t h e  company j u s t  before  we l e f t  
Hawaii. He d i d n ' t  want t o  be i n  t h e  company i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l ace .  He go t  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  day a f t e r  we got  t h e r e .  He was 
a long range p a t r o l  man and he  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h ink  a r e g u l a r  
r i f l e  company was it. 

Q. , There i s  some reason t o  be l i eve  t h e r e  were q u i t e  
a few young men i n  t h a t  company who saw a l o t  of th ings  
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they  d i d n '  t ag ree  w i t h ,  and they  d i d  a l o t  o f  t a l k i n g  o r  
I wouldn ' t  be  s i t t i n g  h e r e  today- -ne i ther  would you. When 
you l e f t  Vietnam i n  November o f  1 9 6 8 ,  you had no reason  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  any th ing  w a s  wrong w i t h  any of  C Company's 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  16 March, 1 7  March, o r  1 8  March 
1968? 

A. 	 No. 

Q - 	 STANLEY neve r  t a l k e d  t o  you about  i t ?  

STANLEY?. I d o n ' t  recall  STANLEY, sir.  

How about  Sergeant  SMAIL? 

A. 	 NO,  sir. 

Q. 	 BUNNING? 

A .  BUNNING? I don' t even know i f  BUNNING w a s  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Se rgean t  BACON? 

A .  	 No. 

Q *  MITCHELL? NO one t h a t  you can recall;  you had no 
d r i f t  o r  rumor t h a t  any th ing  wrong had occur red?  

I d o n ' t  recal l  anybody t a l k i n g  t o  m e  about  it, sir .  

Q - No. I ' m  a sk ing  you f o r  your  t hough t ,  j u s t  whether 
o r  n o t  i n  your  h e a r t ,  i n s i d e  o f  you, you thought  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  w a s  n o t  r i g h t ?  

\ 

A. N o ,  sir. 


Q- You don' t r e c a l l ?  


Q - I want you t o  t h i n k  and I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  
you and I d o n ' t  mean t o  i n t i m i d a t e  you i n  any way, b u t  you 
have r ead  what t h e  purpose of  t h i s  i n q u i r y  is .  I want you 
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t o  t h i n k  very c a r e f u l l y  be fo re  you answer t h i s  nex t  ques t ion .  
Do you know of  any at tqmpt  by any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  cover up t h e  
a c t i v i t y  o f  C/1 /20  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir. 

0- Do you have a f e e l i n g  o r  d i d  you have a f e e l i n g  
t h a t  anybody d i d  cover  up t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of C/1/20? 

A. I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say  I had a f e e l i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  
sir; I know it wasn ' t  d i scussed  much. A l l  I heard about it 
was t h a t  it was a s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  re-
c a l l  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was something hush-hush. I know 
that t h e r e  wasn ' t  much t a l k  about  it o t h e r  than  t h e  i n i t i a l  
t h i n g  t h a t  it was an ope ra t ion  and it was s u c c e s s f u l .  

Q. Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any way a s  an accessory t o  
o r  an accomplice t o  any a t tempt  t o  cover  up o r  suppress  t h e  
informat ion  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of C Company on 16 
March 1 9 68? 

A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t .  

Q- Very s t r a n g e .  Rapes were common i n  t h a t  u n i t .  A l l  
you have t o  do is  r e a d  t h e  papers  t o  read  about t h a t .  

A. The f i r s t  I heard  about  it i s  when they  charged 
those  two i n d i v i d u a l s  wi th  rape .  

Q. D o  you know those  t w o ' i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. HUTTO, y e s ,  s ir ,  I know him. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  who 
it was t h a t  was charged. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  ask o r  anyth ing  you would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record  
be fo re  w e  adjourn? 

A. No, sir. I know t h a t  t h i n g s  l i k e  rape--I d i d n ' t  
know a t h i n g  about  it. 

Q- Rape i s  only  a  smal l  p a r t  of it. 
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A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  complete and t h e  f a c t s  
a r e n ' t  a l l  i n  and w e  won ' t  know what occur red  u n t i l  w e  have 
completed t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Of course ,  I a m  j u s t  a s s i s t i n g .  
General  PEERS, who i s  t h e  man t o  make t h e  f i n a l  de t e rmina t ion  
as t o  what a c t u a l l y  d i d  occur .  But it w a s  n o t  a s u c c e s s f u l  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  terms o f  succes s  as t h e  United S t a t e s  Army 
would b e l i e v e  succes s  t o  be .  I t  i s  very i n c r e d i b l e  i n  my own 
p e r s o n a l  view t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  have been a l l e g e d  and re-
p o r t e d  by members of  t h e  u n i t ,  many members of  t h e  u n i t ,  can 
be a s  h o r r i b l e  and a s  shocking a s  they  a r e ,  and people  t h a t  
a r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  t o  know o r  shou ld  know, don 't know o r  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you o r  ask you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
what we have d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  today wi th  anyone e x c e p t  a  p r o p e r l y  
c o n s t i t u t e d  body, j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  t o  
i n c l u d e  Congress.  I n  o t h e r  words, what I ' m  s a y i n g ,  i n  a 
c o u r t  of law o r  ano the r  i n q u i r y  of  an o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e  o r  i n  
f r o n t  of  Congress,  you can d i s c u s s  whatever you know. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Anything else you would l i k e  t o  add? 

A. No, sir.  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1011 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY , 

WITNESS: KERN, W i l l i a m  H. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Corporal ,  A r t i l l e r y  
Recon Sergeant ,  a t t ached  t o  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h a t  more t r a i n i n g  
should be  given on i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  'using examples 
such a s  the i n c i d e n t  My Lai (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  The wi tness  
r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  h a n d l i n g . o f - i p r i s o n e r s  
of  w a r  and noncombatants and s a i d  t h a t  he thought t h a t  
the men i n  t h e  company understood t h i s  "sometimes" (pg.  25) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone be ing  s h o t  
o f f  hand and used t h i s  t o  show t h a t  t h e  men understood 
t h a t  they were n o t  t o  shoo t  Vietnamese who were not  
o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 25) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

T h e  wi tness  a t t ended  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March 
(pg. 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  hear  MEDINA say  t o  go o u t  and k i l l ,  
b u t  he  d i d  r e c a l l  a remark t h a t  it w a s  a chance t o  g e t  
even wi th  t h e  4 8 t h  VC B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 2 ) .  He thought 
t h a t  MEDINA descr ibed  everyone i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  being VC 
or VC sympathizer (pg. 2 ) .  H e  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA 
say ing  t h a t  t h e  o rde r s  came from h ighe r  headquar te rs  
(pg. 2 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i f f e r e n c e  

between a  sea rch  and des t roy  and a search  and c l e a r  
ope ra t ion  (pgs.  2 ,  3)  . H e  s t a t e d  tha t  t h e  men were 
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prepared f o r  a " s t i f f  f igh t1 '  and he s a i d  t h a t  he c a r r i e d  
more ammunition than he d id  be fo re  (pg. 13) . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 ( 4 )  . 

a.  The wi tness '  duty assignment. 

The wi tness  was a t t ached  t o  Captain MEDINA!s 
command group and worked w i t h  ~ i e u t e n a n tALAUX (pg. 3 ) .  
MARTIN,  h i s  RTO, had a r a d i o  which they would use  (pg. 4 ) .  
Be s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  two engineers  t h a t  accompanied 
t h e  command group (pg. 4 ) .  He i d e n t i f i e d  one a s  PLUMMER 
who was c a l l e d  "hot  sho t "  (pg. 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
PLUMMER came from ~ o u i s i a n a  (pg. 4 ) .  He could n o t  
remember anything about t h e  o t h e r  man (pg. 5 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a f t e r  lunch they came t o  a b i g  cement 
house i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  which was locked and t h e  two engineers  
t r i e d  t o  blow t h e  door down (pg. 13) . Their  f i r s t  charge 
was n o t  enough, s o  they p u t  i n  two pounds of C4 which 
destroyed t h e  e n t i r e  house (pg. 13). 

b.  Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The witness  r e c a l l e d  landing and remaining o u t s i d e  
the v i l l a g e  whi le  another  group came i n  (pg. 5 ) .  The 
mortar platoon s e t  up t o  t h e i r  south (pg. 5 ) .  H e  had come 
i n  on t h e  second l i f t  (pg. 5 ) .  While they were wa i t ing  
he r e c a l l e d  Captain MEDINA making a t r i p  t o  p ick  up some 
weapons (pg. 5 ) .  This was a f t e r  BERNHARDT had discovered 
a box which contained a r a d i o  (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tness  was t o  
t h e  r e a r  a s  t h e  command group moved t o  t h e  south and h e  d i d  
no t  ever  reach t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  weapon was (pg. 6 )  . H e  
d id  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA shoot ing anyone (pg. 6 ) .  Af te r  the 
t r i p  south they re tu rned  towards t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 )  . H e  
s t a t e d  they had continuous gun p ro tec t ion  t h e  whole day 
(pg. 8 ) .  Aside from h o s t i l e  f i r e  which they thought they 
encountered when they f i r s t  landed they d i d  n o t  meet any 
r e s i s t a n c e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day (pg. 7 )  . The wi tness  s t a t e d  
he saw t h e  f i r s t  and second platoons begin t o  move i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g  a s  they d id  (pgs. 10, 11). ~ r t i l l e r y  
was no t  c a l l e d  i n  during t h e  day. I t  was only used t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg. 7 )  . 
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c. The presence of a photographer. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  FLYNN, a forwarC 
observer  f o r  t h e  4 . 2  ar.d s t a t e d  t h a t  FLYNN moved with 
both t h e  command group and t h e  platoons (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  being joined by a photographer and a  
r e p o r t e r  from t h e  P I 0  Detachment b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
the r e p o r t e r  speaking with FLYNN (pg. 9 ) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  they moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  he remembered t h a t  hootches were burning and 
he heard a  p i g  screaming (pg. 1 0 )  . H e  saw {ARCOREN throw 
a  hand grenade i n t o  a  s p i d e r  h o l e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies on t h e  t r a i l  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) ,  nor d i d  he hea r  any t ransmiss ions  
over MURRAY'S r a d i o  (pg. 12) . H e  d id  n o t  hea r  MEDINA 
i s s u e  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing (pg. 1 2 ) .  He saw a 
bunker wi th  c lo thes  p i l e d  on t h e  o u t s i d e  and poss ib ly  
"somebody i n s i d e "  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Af te r  they moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e  they came upon CARTER (pg. 1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  
any bodies  on t h e  t r a i l  between t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  
hamlet and t h e  s p o t  where CARTER was l i f t e d  o f f  (pgs. 13,  
1 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  c ross ing  a d i t c h  with bodies  i n  
i t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  observed t h e  s o l d i e r s  
des t roying  crops (pg. 15) . He did n o t  s e e  any Vietnamese 
people be ing  s h o t  and only r e c a l l e d  see ing  one group 
of people near  t h e  a rea  where they broke f o r  lunch 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  These people were t o l d  t o  go towards ~ i g h w a y  1 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  

e .  ~ c t i v i t i e s  i n  Binh Dong. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was aware of people 
being i n  t h e  subhamlet of My ~ a i  ( 4 )  because t h e r e  was 
someone t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  f l ank  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He thought t h a t  
it was t h e  t h i r d  platoon (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
i f  Binh Dong was burned, b u t  he d i d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they 
found some ~ i e t n a m e s e  people (pg,. 17) . 

f .  Thenisht- l aager  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they laagered near a 
temple type of a  bu i ld ing  (pg. 18) . He r e c a l l e d  t h e  
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Nat iona l  P o l i c e  be ing  wi th  them and s t a t e d  t h a t  one of 
them s h o t  a  Vietnamese (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  see 
t h e  man be ing  s h o t  b u t  h e  saw t h e  body a f t e rwards  i n  a 
d i t c h  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  c a p t a i n  KOTOUC being  p r e s e n t  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  the c a p t a i n  had a k n i f e  (pgs.  18,  19) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  use  t h e  k n i f e  i n  any way (pg. 1 9 ) .  

g .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17  March. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  nex t  day they moved 
down the r i v e r ,  s e t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  on f i r e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
H e  was n o t  s u r e  whether t h i s  was My Khe ( 3 )  o r  My he (1) 
(pg. 19)  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  they a l s o  burned My Khe (2) 
(pg. 19)  . They w e r e  l i f t e d  back t o  t h e  landing  zone on 
18 March :(pg. 1 9 ) .  

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  m e t  by an  o f f i c e r  
when they r e t u r n e d  and he  was n o t  spoken t o  by anyone 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  recall  MEDINA t e l l i n g  t h e  company n o t  
t o  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 20)  . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  people  were 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know 
anyone who w a s  using i t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company (pg. 22) . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1852 hours ,  31 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP, 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  William H.  KERN. ( M r  
KERN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  
fol lows : ) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
address? 

A. William H. KERN, s t u d e n t ,  85 62d P lace ,  Long Beach, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  KERN, have you read  o u r  Exh ib i t  M-57 which out -  
l i n e s  information as  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  in -  
q u i r y ?  

A. Yes ,  I have. 

Q- Do you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A. Not a t  t h i s  moment. 

Q- Have you received an o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  case t h e  United S t a t e s  v. .-of Cal ley  o r  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v .  Mitchel l?  

A. N o ,  I haven ' t .  

Q- For t h e  record ,  M r .  KERN, w e r e  you a member of t h e  
Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

0. Fhat was your grade ,  duty s t a t i o n ,  and o u t f i t ?  

A. Ei4, corpora l ,  A r t i l l e r y ,  a t t ached  t o  C/1/20. 

Q - . A t  t h a t  t ime was Charl ie-  Company a p a r t  of  Task 
Forc'e Barker? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 
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Q - M r .  KERN, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  planned 
combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when I f i r s t  heard it. 
I imagine t h e  f i r s t  time was when w e  were t o l d  on--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Did you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA on t h e  af te rnoon o f  t h e  15 th  of March, 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q e  Would you t e l l  us j u s t  what you remember t h a t  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA t o l d  Char l i e  Company t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. I had a C I D  man come and t a l k  t o  m e ,  and a s  I t o l d  
him I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  much about it. 

Q* J u s t  the  impressions t h a t  you g o t ?  

A. The impressions I g o t  and from what I heard  na tur -
a l l y  through t h e  news media and everything--I  d i d  n o t  h e a r  
him say t o  go ou t  and k i l l ,  shoot .  I b e l i e v e  it was s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  our  chance t o  g e t  even wi th  t h e  48th VC Batta-
l i o n ,  which was t r u e .  This  was our  chance t o  g e t  even. W e  
knew t h a t  it was going t o  be a h o t  a rea .  

Q. You expected t h e r e  was going t o  be a f i g h t  i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. Right . 
Q- Did he say  anything 'about everyone i n  the p lace
would be VC o r  VC sympathizers? This i s  something we've 
heard from many wi tnesses?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  he s a i d  it. 

Q- Do you remember anything being s a i d  a t  t o  whether 
t h e  o rde r s  came from h igher  headquar ters?  

No, 1 don't, 

Q. Did he  desc r ibe  it, f o r  example, a s  a search  and 
des t roy  mission? We've had many wi tnesses  t e l l  us t h a t  t h i s  
was Char l i e  Company 's first sea rch  and des t roy  mission. Others 
had been sea rch  and c l e a r ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l .  I j u s t  
d idn ' t - - t h a t  d i d n ' t  occur t o  me a t  a l l .  

Q m  That evening, you spen t  t h e  evening a t  Landing
Zone Dot t i e?  

A. Right . 
Q- That evening when you were wi th  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  
t h e  company, what impression d i d  you g e t  of  t h e i r  understand-
i n g  of  t h e  o rde r s  and what they  were t o  do t h e  next  day a t  
My La i  ( 4 )  ? Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t ,  t a l k i n g  
t o  them? 

A. The impression I had of  going i n  t h e r e  was t h a t  it  
was going t o  b e  a s t i f f  f i g h t .  I was more prepared then  than  
I was a t  any o t h e r  time. I c a r r i e d  more ammo than  I e v e r  d i d  
be fo re ,  and I was ca r ry ing  bandages f o r  one o f  t h e  medics. 
I r e a l l y  don 't remember anything. 

Q- an^ witnesses  t o l d  us t h a t  they  had t h e  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  they  were t o  go i n  t h e r e  and j u s t  wipe o u t  every-
t h i n g  and everybody, and t h i s  was t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h e  n i g h t  be-
f o r e .  Did you h e a r  any such t a l k  yourse l f?  

A. I f  I d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  next  morning then ,  16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  
on t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  company by h e l i c o p t e r .  M r .  KERN, 
t h i s  i s ,  as  you can s e e ,  an enlarged  v e r t i c a l ,  a e r i a l  photo-
graph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y .  I t ' s  o r i e n t e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  
t o p  of t h e  photograph is t h e  nor th .  

(Or ients  witness  on Exh ib i t  P-1 and Exhibi t  MAP-4 .) 

On your l e f t  i s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map which a l s o  
shows My L a i  ( 4 )  and i t s  v i c i n i t y .  Could you t e l l  u s ,  f i r s t  
of a l l ,  what were your exac t  d u t i e s  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  recon sergeant .  A t  the  t ime,  
I was a t t ached  t o  Captain MEDINA's  command group. 

a- Did you work with Lieutenant  ALAUX? 

A.. Yes. 
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a- We have t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  ALAUX, and he ap-
pa ren t ly  s tuck  p r e t t y  c lose ly  w i t h  Captain MEDINA's com-
mand group? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way we opera ted  and I was r ight - -

a.  ( In terpos ing)  Did you opera te  t h e  same way? 
a 

A. I was w i t h  him t h e  whole time. 

a- Did you have your own r a d i o  communications? 
Did you have a s e p a r a t e  r a d i o  of  your own? 

A. Our RTO had a r a d i o .  

Q- That was MARTIN? 

A.  . Right . 
Q- Did you have you own rad io?  

A. m,  t h a t  was h i s .  

Q. Do you remember two engineers  being w i t h  t h e  com-
pany t h a t  morning o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  the  t i m e  be ing  with 
t h e  command qroup? 

A. Right. 

Q* D o  you happen t o  know t h e i r  names, either of 
them? 

A.  No.  The only  t h i n g  I know of  one of t h e m  was t h a t  
h i s  name was e i t h e r  "Hot R o d "  o r  "Hot Shot". T h a t ' s  what w e  
c a l l e d  h i m .  Tha t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g .  

Q He's "Hot Shot".  H e ' s  a b lack  man. W e  now th ink  
h i s  name was PLUMMER. 

A. I+ comes from Louisiana because w e  always argued 
about Lake Pontchar t ra in  be ing  t h e  l a r g e s t  l a k e  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

Q m  Well, t h a t ' s  another  c lue .  We've been t r y i n g  for 
weeks t o  l o c a t e  these  two. W e  t h i n k  i t s  a man named PLUMMER, 
and he has  been most d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind .  
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A. That was t h e  only way I knew him. Lake Pont- 
c h a r t r a i n  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we argued about. 

Q .  Can you g ive  any c l u e  on the  o t h e r  man? 

A. NO, I c a n ' t  remember anything about him except  
he was white.  

Q b  M r .  KERN, can you t e l l  us j u s t  what you d id  and 
what you saw of  t h e  opera t ion  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A. Okay. We landed t h e r e  and we  s tood ou t s ide  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was another  group t h a t  came i n  
a f t e r  w e  d id .  The mortar p la toon s e t  up south of  us. 

Q - Could you mark with the whi te  grease  penc i l  t h e  
approximate p l a c e  where Captain MEDINA set  up h i s  CP? Some 
people have t o l d  us it was i n  t h e  approximate c e n t e r  of t h e  
w e s t  edge of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  You have no c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
t h e  p lace?  

A. You say t h a t  t h i s  was r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  r i g h t  (point-
i n g ) ? 

Q. Yes, t h a t  was t h e  landing  zone. W e  've had w i t -
nesses  t e l l  us t h a t  Captain MEDINA se t  up h i s  CP approxi-
mately along h e r e  somewhere i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  west edge. 

A. I know it w a s  a t r e e  l i n e .  I know we were i n  
t h a t  l i t t l e  t r e e  l i n e .  I guess I ' 11 have t o  go along wi th  
t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  it sounds r i g h t .  

Ib you remember what l i f t  you were i n ?  

A. The second l i f t .  

Q- During t h e  t ime you were t h e r e  wai t ing  a t  t h e  
west end of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  do you remember anything unusual 
occur r ing ,  f o r  example Captain MEDINA making a t r i p  out  t o  
pick up some weapons? 

A. Y e s .  We went down-- 

Q e  ( In terpos ing)  Did you go along wi th  him? 
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A.  Yes. We went down, j u s t  t h e  command group. J u s t  
be fo re  t h a t ,  someone found a r ad io .  I t h i n k  it was BERNHARDT. 

Q*  Tha t ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e  box? Do you remember 
t h e  box t h e r e  where he pu t  a rope around it and p u l l e d  t h e  
box, and t h e r e  w a s  a r a d i o  i n  i t ?  

A. Right. 

Q *  When t h e  command group moved south  they  went 
down a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o i n t  which I w i l l  mark as  1 down he re .  
Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  stream. Right. 

Q Do you remember anything unusual occur r ing  t h e r e  
involving Captain MEDINA? 

A .  No. 

Q m  I33 you remember h i s  shoot ing  a g i r l ?  

A. No. I don t remember t h a t .  I heard  it on t h e  
r a d i o  o r  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  when he mentioned i t  on an i n t e r -
view, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  see ing  him do it. 

Q. Where were you now? You s a i d  t h e  whole command 
group moved down t h e r e ?  

A. I was towards t h e  end of  t h e  group most of the 
t i m e .  That is where I would be.  I never g o t  t o  t h e  po in t  
e x a c t l y  where they s a i d  the  weapon was. 

Q. Lieutenant  ALAUX was t h e r e  with Captain MEDINA. 
HOW d i d  you func t ion  exac t ly?  D i d  you sometimes go out 
wi th  a p la toon l e a d e r  and a c t  a s  a forward observer  f o r  
him? was t h i s  your p r i n c i p a l  funct ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q So you were being h e l d  t h e r e  i n  r e s e r v e ,  perhaps 
t o  go out--okay. I t a k e  it up t o  t h i s  t ime you h a d n ' t  had 
any d u t i e s  t o  perform y e t ?  

I d i d n ' t  do anything on t h e  whole opera t ion .  
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Q Was any a r t i l l e r y  eve r  c a l l e d  f o r  h e r e  on t h e  
opera t  ion? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  n i q h t .  

Q. I mean during t h e  day,  on t h e  16th? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you encounter any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. W e  thought we d i d  when we f i r s t  landed. 

Q. But a f t e r  you landed? 

A. No. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any r e s i s t a n c e  whatever? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q- Afte r  t h e  t r i p  down south  a f t e r  t h e  weapon, what 
happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e  s t a r t e d  back towards t h e  v i l l a g e  and--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  L e t  me  i n t e r r u p t  you t h e r e  f o r  a 
minute. While you were down t h e r e  ac ross  t h e  d i t c h ,  a t  t h e  
p o i n t  where Captain MEDINA had gone t o  r e t r i e v e  a weapon, 
d i d  you s e e  a bubbletop h e l i c o p t e r  hovering low? 

A. Y e s .  H e  was t h e  one t h a t  c a l l e d  us  i n  t h e r e .  

Q* Do you know who t h a t  was? 

A. N3. 

Q. Did you know what aero-scouts were? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what it was. It had two 6 0 ' s  on it. 

Q- Did you n o t i c e  two gunships p r o t e c t i n g  him f l y i n g  
around? 
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A. Y e s .  We had gunship p ro tec t ion  t h e  whole day 
t h a t  f i r s t  day, almost continuous. 

Q Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, I j u s t  saw him a few times. 

Q- Did you s e e  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t he r e  t h a t  morning 
hovering overhead? W e  have been t o l d  by one wi tness  t h a t  
he could be picked ou t  from o the r  he l i cop t e r s  because he 
wore a white helmet a l l  the  t i m e  and s a t  on the l e f t  s i d e  
of h i s  command and con t ro l  s h i p ,  Charlie-Charlie? 

A. ~ o s tof t h e  colonels  t h a t  I saw d id .  I d o n ' t  re-
member s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ee ing  Colonel BARKER a t  t h e  t ime. May-
be I d i d ,  but I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. ~ ' r nsorry I in t e r rup t ed  you. Would you go on 
please? 

A. That ' s  okay. Well, w e  went back towards t h e  v i l -
l age  and CARTER sho t  himself i n  the  foo t  o r  g o t  sho t .  

Q- That occurred about 10:15. Can you t e l l  us what 
happened between t h e  time you came back and 1 0  :15? 

A. What time d i d  you say we were down here  then? 
A l l  I can remember is  t h a t  we were down here  (po in t ing) ,  
and we went towards t h e  v i l l a g e  and it was--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Did you go back t o  t he  p o i n t  where 
you o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  up? 

A. No, w e  went t h i s  way (point ing)  . I know the re  
was a t r a i l  along here  and we came along t h e r e  a l i t t l e  bit 
and w e  stopped. There was a guy sho t ,  s h o t  i n  t h e  foo t ,  and 
we stopped the re .  There was a l i t t l e ,  b r i ck  house o r  cement 
house, and a f t e r  t h a t  t he r e  was a dus toff  and we moved on 
again. 

Q - Do you know a man named FLYNN? I th ink  he was a 
forward observer f o r  t he  4 . 2 ?  

A. "Four-deuce ," r i g h t .  
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Q a  Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. m,  I don ' t .  

Q - Did he  move with your group a l s o ?  

A. 
he  was 

H e  moved wi th  t h e  command group. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h e r e  with us a t  t h a t  time. He a l s o  went o u t  w i t h  

i f  
t h e  

p la toons .  H e  was more o r  less always wi th  one p la toon,  and 
once i n  a while  he was w i t h  t h e  headquarters .  

9- I wonder i f  he would have moved wi th  t h e  men of  
t h e  mortar  platoon? Sergeant MARONEY was t h e r e  and had a-
bout  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  men with him from t h e  mortar  platoon? 

A. Right . 
Q. D o  you suppose he  would have marched along with 
them? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o  because he was with the  
4 .2 ,  and what w e  had t h e r e  was t h e  81. I be l i eve  he was 
wi th  3d Pla toon,  because from t h e  8 1 ' s  JOLLY was with t h e  
2d Platoon. I d o n ' t  know who was with t h e  1st Platoon a s  
an FO. 

Q- Vk11, do you remember a photographer and a r e -
p o r t e r  from the  11 th  Brigade PI0 detachment wi th  your group? 

A. Right. There was someone t h e r e  t h a t  came i n  t h a t  
morning from Dot t i e  and joined us .  

Q- ROBERTS was t h e  r e p o r t e r  and he  knew FLYNN. FLYNN 
was one of t h e  few people he knew t h e r e  t h a t  morning, and 
he saw FLYNN t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. FLYNN was with t h e  headquarters  platoon a t  t h e  
time, t h e  command group? 

a.  W e l l ,  you would deduce t h i s  from what ROBERTS 
said. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we asked him t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. I thought  he w a s  w i th  t h e  3d Platoon. 
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Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  could have been. A t  t h e  t i m e  ROBERTS 
mentioned t a l k i n g  t o  FLYNN, t h i s  was around t h e  t ime when 
CARTER s h o t  h imsel f ,  and by t h i s  t ime t h i s  was a f t e r  10 
o 'c lock .  The opera t ion  was over  and t h e  v i l l a g e  had been 
overrun except  f o r  continued searching  o f  houses and burning 
of  hootches . Quite  a few men were m i l l i n g  around, and t h e  
3d Platoon was i n .  They were the t r a i l i n g  p la toon and they 
had a mission o f  searching  and burning,  and they  were going 
through. Now, M r .  KERN, I ' v e  been doing most of t h e  t e s t i -
fy ing  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  Do you r e c a l l  when you g o t  back up 
t o  My Lai ( 4 )  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  some e x t e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  command groug d i d  go i n .  I d o n ' t  know 
where, b u t  we  d i d  go i n .  

Q. We understand t h i s  was before  CARTER s h o t  h imsel f .  
I wonder i f  you could search  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  and see i f  
you could remember? 

A. I know t h a t  w e  came along t h a t  t r a i l  and then w e-

stopped. I d o n ' t  remember going i n  the  v i l l a g e  be fo re .  I 
remember going i n  a f t e r  t h a t ,  and we went through a l i t t l e  
p lace  across  he re .  We went i n  t h e r e  and we s a w  some burning 
hootches and s t u f f  and one--heard a p i g  screaming. I know I 
f e l t  k ind  of bad w i t h  t h e  p ig  screaming and t h e  burning hootch 
o r  barn.  

Q =  Did you see o r  d i d  you watch t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. No, I d i d  no t .  NO,  I do remember. We d i d  go 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  f i r s t  someplace, and I remember ARCOREN 
threw a handgrenade i n t o  a hole .  

Q ARCOREN? 

A. Y e s .  H e  threw a handgrenade i n t o  a sp ide rho le .  

Q - Okay. Going back a l i t t l e  b i t  now when you had 
i u s t  go t t en  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and you set  up on the w e s t  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you watch t h e  1st and 2d Platoons 
s t a r t  t o  move through? 

A. Y e s ,  they  s t a r t e d .  
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Q* What were they doing a s  they  moved i n t o  t h e  vil-
l age?  

A. They were l i k e  shoot ing.  

Q. So, it was a s o r t  of a reconnaissance by f i r e  a s  
they were marching and f i r i n g ,  a s  they  moved forward? 

Y e s .  

Q. At t h a t  t ime,  you s tayed.  You d i d n ' t  go i n  with 
them? 

A. No, we  s t ayed  out  and we  k ind  of h e l d  on. 

Q. You came back? 

A. W e  s tayed  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  LZ. 

Q* 'was it perhaps an hour  be fo re  you moved i n  a f t e r  
you landed? 

A. I n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  where we-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Down t h e r e  and back and then going 
i n ,  how long do you th ink  t h a t  took? 

A. It was a good amount o f  t ime because I remember 
t h e r e  was a s t ream t h e r e  o r  something and t h i s  d i t c h .  W e  
had t o  go back across  a couple of t imes ,  and we walked along 
t h e r e  and w e  were a l l  t he  time looking around. 

Q. Now, a s  you moved down t h e r e  and back across  t h e  
stream and t h e  d i t c h ,  d i d  you s e e  any people k i l l e d  o r  d id  
you s e e  any dead Vietnamese people? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  see ing  any. I f  I d i d  s e e  
it, I d o n ' t  remember. I mean, it j u s t  d i d n ' t  occur t o  me 
t h a t  they were j u s t  s h o t  down. T h a t ' s  t h e  thing--I remem-
b e r  t h a t - - i t  seems i f  you s e e  a l l  t hese  people p i l e d  up l i k e  
t h e  p i c t u r e ,  I could remember it. But I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember 
it, unless  i t  d i d n ' t  make an impression on me. 
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Q Going back t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you do r e c a l l  when 
you d i d  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a ways and you saw ARCOREN throw 
a handgrenade i n  a s p i d e r h o l e ,  could you t e l l  us about where 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i f  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  Looking a t  t h i s ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
r e a l l y  t e l l  you. 

Q L e t ' s  go back now. Af ter  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  w a s  about i n  h e r e  when it picked up CARTER and took 
him away. Do you remember see ing  some bodies  on t h i s  t r a i l  
about perhaps 20 o r  30 meters south  o f  t h e  sou th  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e  over  t h e r e  (po in t ing)? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  t r a i l  where they  had t h e  p i c t u r e s  of  
the--

Q- (Interposing)  Y e s ,  t h a t  's r i g h t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  I meant, where t h e  bodies  
were t h a t  I cou ldn ' t  remember. 

Q- A t  some p o i n t  j u s t  a f t e r  CARTER'S d u s t o f f ,  do you
remember hea r ing  a  t ransmiss ion ,  probably over  MURRAY'S r a d i o  
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  dus tof f  p i l o t  says  t h e r e  
a r e  bodies a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  and what t h e  h e l l  is  going on? 

A. I wasn ' t  c l o s e  enough t o  MURRAY o r  Captain MEDINA 
t o  overhear  anything. 

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  they  had loudspeakers on t h e  
r a d i o  s o  you could h e a r ?  

A. Yes. They had loudspeakers on t h e  r a d i o ,  bu t  I 
w a s  q u i t e  a ways back and c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  it. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  About t h i s  t ime,  d i d  you h e a r  Captain 
MEDINA i s s u e  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing  o r  s t o p  the k i l l i n g  
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t - - r e a l l y ,  you know. 

Q e  You s a i d  you d i d  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  CARTER'S 
dus to f f?  
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A m  Right. 

am Would you t e l l  us about t h a t  p lease?  

A. Okay. What I remember is t h e  burning hootches,  
and we heard a p i g  screaming and a l l  k inds  of  burning and 
shoot ing  i n t o  hootches.  I remember see ing  a bunker--there 
was c l o t h e s  on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  a b i g  p i l e  of  s t u f f  on t h e  out-
s i d e ,  c l o t h e s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was someone i n s i d e ,  b u t  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was o r  it was j u s t  more c l o t h e s .  There 
was a l o t  of s t u f f  j u s t  l ay ing  around. I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
w a s  j u s t  drug ou t  of t h e r e  from t h e  house. I remember t h a t .  
I remembered t h a t  s i n c e  I t a l k e d  t o  the C I D ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was a person t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q- What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. We moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  I remember, and 
a f t e r  a while  w e  stopped f o r  lunch. 

Q* Do you remember where t h a t  was? 

A. IQ, b u t  t h e r e  was a b i g  house,  a b i g ,  cement type 
house t h a t  was t h e r e ,  and it was a l l  locked up. The two 
engineer  people t h a t  were wi th  us t r i e d  t o  blow t h e  door 
down, and t h e  charge wasn ' t  enough. So they  p u t  i n  2 pounds 
of C 4 ,  and t h e  whole house came down. There was s t u f f  a l l  
over  our  food. 

Q Were you s i t t i n g  near  Captain MEDINA when you had 
lunch? 

A. I was p r e t t y  c l o s e ,  yes .  

Q. Do you remember hea r ing  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  
about a body count about t h a t  t ime? 

A. No. 

Q Between t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  hamlet 
where you were a f t e r  CARTER'S d u s t o f f  and t h e  p o i n t  where 
you had lunch,  d i d  you observe any dead Vietnamese people? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any. The only  t h i n g  I 
can remember is  see ing  t h a t  bunker and I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  i f  
t h e r e  was something i n  t h e r e  o r  not .  

Q. Did you fol low t h e  command group? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember c ross ing  a d i t c h  wi th  some bodies  
i n  i t ?  

A. No. 

a* Did you know KINCH? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  mortar  platoon.  

Q Ek was i n  t h e  command group with t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. H e  was i n  t h e  command group? # 

Q a  He was one o f  t h e  members of  t h e  mortar  platoon,  
bu t  he followed along with t h e  command group? 

T h a t ' s  r a t h e r  remarkable, M r .  KERN. We've t a l k e d  
t o  q u i t e  a number of wi tnesses  who were w i t h  t h e  command 
qroup and moved along w i t h  them from t h a t  p o i n t  up t o  where 
you had lunch, and most of  t h e s e  witnesses  saw many bodies  
h e r e  and there. 

A. Tha t ' s  what t h e  C I D  man t o l d  me a l s o .  

Q. When d i d  you make a s ta tement  t o  t h e  CID? 

A. It was a t  my house j u s t  before  Thanksgiving. H e  
t o l d  me the same th ing .  I t h i n k  he g o t  very up t igh t  about 
t h e  whole t h i n g  because he  s a i d :  " I t  seems l i k e  you ' re  
holding something back," which I ' m  not  doing because I just 
d o n ' t  remember. 

8. I'm n o t  saying  you a r e  either, b u t  i t  is a cur ious  
th ing .  
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A. Tha t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g  he  t o l d  me, and I f igured  
you1 d say t h a t .  That ' s  what he s a i d ,  b u t  I don1t remember 
see ing  a l o t  of  people.  

a- Going back t o  t h e  p l a c e  where you saw ARCOREN 
throw a grenade i n  t h e  sp ide rho le ,  d i d  you s e e  o t h e r  members 
of t h e  company around t h e r e  and o t h e r  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. yes. 


Q- What were they doing? 


A. lhey were knocking down crops  and c u t t i n g  down 
banana t r e e s  and s t u f f .  

0- Wlat w e r e  they doing wi th  regard  t o  t h e  Vietnamese 
people t h a t  they  came across?  

(Witness gave no response. ) 

D i d  you s e e  anybody s h o t ?  

A. Eb, I didn t s e e  anyone s h o t .  


Q- Did you see any groups o f  Vietnamese people 

rounded up? 

A. The only group I r e a l l y  r e c o l l e c t  and remember 
see ing  was a group back where w e  broke f o r  lunch. W e  t o l d  
them t o  go t w a r d s  Highway 1. 

Q - I mean before  t h a t .  

A. No. 


a- There was a cease f i r e  o r d e r  given during t h e  

morning, and perhaps you know when i t  was. I t 's  r a t h e r  c l e a r  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a f t e r  CARTER'S dus to f f  t h e  opera t ion  changed 
r a t h e r  r a d i c a l l y .  Up t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  Vietnanese people 
were rounded up and taken someplace. Some were taken pr i so-  
n e r s  and taken along,  b u t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime you had no t  ob- 
served  any Vietnamese person be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 
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Q - Could you t e l l  u s  what you observed a f t e r  lunch,  
and where t h e  company went and what they did? 

A. W e  went across  t h i s  r i c e  paddy--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You broke f o r  lunch on t h e  e a s t  
edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Tnen w e  c rossed  t h e s e  r i c e  paddies and a d ike  
where these  people were walking, and w e  went t o  another  
v i l l a g e .  This one r i g h t  h e r e  (poin t ing)  . 
a. This is t h e  subhamlet of  Binh Dong. I t ' s  spread 
ou t .  P a r t  of i t  i s  ac ross  t h e  s t ream, and p a r t  of  i t  i s n ' t .  
Was t h i s  a dry s t ream a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. NO, i t ' s  n o t .  

a. There was water  i n  i t ?  

A. Yes. Before t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime we--with Lieute-
nant  CALLEY1s p la toon we were down i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  he re .  W e  
q o t  s h o t  a t  from over  h e r e ,  and we s e t  up r i g h t  ac ross  from 
this v i l l a g e  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  someplace (poin t ing)  - There was 
a w e l l  t h e r e  and some water .  

a. I ' m  n o t  c l e a r  on when this was. 

A - You mean over  he re  (poin t ing)  ? 

Q. Yes . 
A. It was around Va len t ine ' s  Day. 

Q- I s e e ,  t h i s  was an e a r l i e r  t ime? 

A. Yes, it was an e a r l i e r  t ime when American f o r c e s  
went i n  here .  We were down h e r e  and went around t h i s  way 
and up through h e r e ,  and we went back up. 

9 You took f i r e  from across  t h e  river? 

A. Right,  and w e  c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  up i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q This  day now, t h e  1 6 t h ,  would you i n d i c a t e  what 
p a r t  of Binh Dong you moved i n t o ?  Was it t h e  lower p a r t  
h e r e  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of My L a i ?  

A. No, we didn '  t g e t  up t h e r e .  I t  was r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q- The l o w e r  p a r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  lower p a r t .  W e  were across  t h e  r i v e r .  

0. Did you observe any p a r t  of t h e  company going 
i n t o  t h i s  subhamlet t h a t  is  s o u t h e a s t  of My ~ a i( 4 ) ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  because I 
remember people going--I th ink  w e  walked t h i s  way. I know 
t h e r e  w a s  somebody on our  r i g h t  f l ank .  

Q Do you happen t o  know what platoon t h i s  was? 

A. I th ink  it was t h e  3d Platoon,  but  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q Now what, i f  anything,  occurred when you moved 
through t h i s  lower p a r t  of Binh Dong? Did you f i n d  any 
Vietnamese people t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  d id .  

Q. Did they burn t h e  p lace?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  we d i d  o r  not .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because we had a lo t - -
w e  got  some mats and s t u f f  t h a t  we used t h a t  n igh t .  I re-
member t h a t  we dug some foxholes and we used t h e  mats from 
the v i l l a g e  t o  l i n e  them with.  I know they had t h e s e  round 
t h i n g s  t h a t  they  used t o  dry t h e i r  r i c e  on. I t  was a round--

Q ( In terpos ing)  S o r t  of f l a t  baskets  and woven? 

A. Right. I t  was. We j u s t  go t  t h a t  s t u f f  ou t .  I 
remember having t h a t  s t u f f .  

Q During t h e  morning, d i d  you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker,  br igade  , o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. On t h e  ground? 
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Q. Y e s .  

A.  No. 

Q. Do you remember where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  w i t h .Bravo Company, somewhere around My Lai  (6) ? 

A. Right. There was--we laagered  r i g h t  i n  here .  
This was done from t h i s  v i l l a g e .  It was r i g h t  down h e r e  
(point ing)  . There was a l i t t l e  temple type  t h i n g ,  n o t  t o o  
big.  

Q. Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Right. W e  had National  Po l i ce  wi th  u s  and we 
stopped someplace t h a t  day. Okay, and t h e r e  was National  
Pol ice  with us and one of  them s h o t  somebody, a Vietnamese. 

Q s  I was going t o  ask you i f  you observed them in -
t e r r o g a t i n g  any VC suspec t s?  

A .  Y e s ,  they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and they  were 
h i t t i n g  them. I heard t h a t  he s h o t  one. Someone s a i d  he 
took h i s  .357 Magnum and j u s t  turned  h i s  head and j u s t  s h o t  
him, and somebody e l s e  went over  and s h o t  him i n  t h e  head. 
H i s  f a c e  was just blown away. 

Q Did you a c t u a l l y  observe t h a t ?  

A- I d i d n ' t  s e e  him s h o t ,  b u t  I saw t h e  body a f t e r -
wards. H e  was i n  a d i t c h .  

Q Did you s e e  any American o f f i c e r s  wi th  them a t  
the time? 

A .  Right ,  t h e r e  w a s  Captain KOTOUC, I t h i n k  h i s  name 
was, with them. 

Q- Do you remember how Captain KOTOUC was armed? 
What arms he  was ca r ry ing ,  what weapons? 

(Witness made no response. ) 

0. Did you s e e  him ca r ry ing  a Bowie Knife? 
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A. No, I was th ink ing  he had a  k n i f e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  it was a Bowie Knife. I t h i n k  h e  had a  k n i f e ,  though. 
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he d id .  

GI. D i d  you s e e  him use it i n . a n y  way? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q* D o  you remember the events  of  t h e  next  two days; 
1 7 t h  and 18th? 

A. The n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  w e  moved south.  W e  
went down t h i s  way t o  My Khe (3)  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q* You moved on down t o  t h e  r i v e r  a c t u a l l y ?  

A. Right.  W e  moved on down t o  t h e  river. Back up--
we s p e n t  t h e  n igh t .  This v l l l a g e  he re  w a s  s e t  on f i r e .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  about t h i s .  I remember t h e r e  was an o l d  lady t h a t  
w a s  s i t t i n g  there and everybody was gone. I th ink  t h a t  was 
burned o u t .  I 'm no t  su re  i f  it was ( 3 )  o r  (1). 
Q. M y  Khe (3 )  o r  My Khe (I)? 

A. Right. I -know it was burned. 

Q. The o t h e r  one on t h e  c o a s t  t h a t  you ind ica ted  w a s  
burned was My Khe (2)? 

A. Right.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  was burned a l so .  

Q* Do you remember being l i f t e d  back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  on t h e  next  day, the 18th?  

A. Right,  we crossed t h e  causeway onto  t h e  i s l a n d .  

Q.  When you a r r i v e d  back t h e r e  a t  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e ,  do you remember being met by an o f f i c e r  who t a lked  
t o  you about t h e  morning of  t h e  16th  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  
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Q.  Do you remember l a t e r  on t h e  meeting of  t h e  corn-
pany, c a l l e d  by Captain MEDINA, o r  e l s e  t h e  meeting of the 
p la toon l e a d e r s  and squad l eader s  c a l l e d  by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  it was. 


Q.' What d i d  he t e l l  t h e  company? 


A. ' ~ e  t a l k  about it o rs a i d  something about d o n ' t  
answer any ques t ions ,  o r  i f  anybody has any ques t ions  l e t  
him know. H e  s a i d  t h a t  our  company was i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  
something, and they w e r e  asking ques t ions  about i t .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  they s a i d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER knew--I t h i n k  they  did. 
H e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  he would s t i c k  up f o r  us  and s t and  by us ,  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  I heard somel3hing l a t e r  on 
t h a t  w e  g o t  a commendation from WESTMORELAND. 

Q m  Now, a s  t o  what Captain MEDINA s a i d ,  what was the 
problem? There was some d i f f i c u l t y  and t h e r e  was going t o  
be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  What about? 

A. I imagine it was t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  a t  
least t h a t  w a s  the impression I go t .  

Q- Up t o  this p o i n t  i n  your testimony, you have ha rd ly  
seen  anybody k i l l e d ?  

A. Tha t ' s  t r u e .  

0. Were you aware a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  a l o t  of Vietna- 
mese people had been k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  because they  s a i d  w e  had a high body count. 
They s a i d  it was t h r e e  hundred and something. 

0. Where d i d  you hear  t h i s  f i g u r e ?  . 

A. I imagine it was a t  Dot t i e .  

9. From whom d i d  you h e a r  i t ?  

A. The s p e c i f i c  person? 

9. This w a s  another  member of  t h e  company? 
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A. A 1 1  I know is t h e r e  was something about it i n  t h e  
paper t h a t  t h e r e  was a hundred and something--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  T h e  count t h a t  was repor ted  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  newspaper and l a t e r  on i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  was 
1 2 8  VC KIA.  This included n o t  only Char l i e  Company's body- - -

count,  b u t  Bravo Company's too .  

A. I heard  t h a t  300 w a s  it. 

Q This was from some o t h e r  m e m b e r  of t h e  company? 

A. Y e s .  

9- Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come and t a l k  
t o  you about t h a t  morning i n  M y  Lai?  Do you know whether 
any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  eve r  t a l k e d  t o  any member of t h e  
company? 

A. NO, I do not .  The only t h i n g  I remember is 
Captain MEDINA went down t o  t h e  TOC, and I t h i n k  Lieutenant  
ALAUX went down. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know they were going t o  
t h e  TOC o r  something. 

Q- Did anybody t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about it o t h e r  
than  Captain MEDINA? 

p. No. 

a. Did you ever  h e a r  the r e s u l t s  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e  j u s t  heard t h a t  it was kind of  f o r g o t t e n  about,  
and it never came up. I never gave it a second thought un-
til--

a- ( In terpos ing)  The r e c e n t  p u b l i c i t y ?  

A. The t e l e v i s i o n .  

Q. There was a newspaper s t o r y  i n  November t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  men of Char l i e  Company may have been, o r  
some of them, under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana t h a t  morning 
a t  My L a i .  Do you know anything about t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  b u t  it ' s  poss ib le .  I d o n ' t  know anybody t h a t  
was t ak ing  g rass .  
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a. Was t h e r e  a  mari juana problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. Problem, l i k e  a l o t  of  excess? 

Yes? 


A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was excess .  I know t h e r e  
was a l o t  of it being smoked. I t r i e d  it myself ,  and then  
I enjoyed dr inking  j u s t  as much and I s t i l l  do, p l u s  i t ' s  
. legal .  

a. M r .  KERN, can you t h i n k  of anything t h a t  you 
could t e l l  us t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  covered i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. Such.as? 

Q. Anything that would come t o  mind. 

A. ~ ' r nt r y i n g  t o  remember. 

Q. Our main purpose h e r e  is t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  
adequacy of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was made a t  t h e  time and 
whether t h e r e  w a s  any coverup. If you can t h i n k  of anything 
t h a t  you know of t h i s  a spec t  t h a t  would h e l p  u s ,  w e  would 
apprec ia te  i t ?  

A. Af te r  that ,  w e  l e f t  t h e r e  and w e  came back t o  
Dot t i e ,  and I th ink  w e  s p e n t  a  n i g h t  t h e r e  o r  2 n i g h t s  o r  
sonething =d v e n t  c n t  again.  Then we czxe back i n ,  and 
they  t o l d  us  we were going t o  go back ou t  t h e r e .  Nobody 
wanted t o  go back o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. . You mean back t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yes, P i n k v i l l e .  W e  d idn '  t o  We j u s t  went back 
ou t  i n t o  platoon-sized p a t r o l s  a t  n i g h t  and r a n  ambushes. I 
d o n ' t  remember hear ing  anything about it a f t e r  they  t o l d  us 
t o  come back i n .  

.-. 
Q. L e t  m e  ask you one o t h e r  t h i n g .  When you g o t  back 
t o  Dot t i e  on t h a t  af ternoon of t h e  18th ,  do you remember 
see ing  any o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  landing a r e a  where you-- 
d id  you come i n  on a s l i c k  o r  a Huey? 
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A. Right. 

Q- When you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you s e e  a 
group of o f f i c e r s  s tanding  around t h e r e ,  two o r  t h r e e ?  

A. No.  I was with MARTIN. I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone. 

Q. Did you know PARTSCH? 

It sounds f a m i l i a r .  . .A. 

Q - PARTSCH? He was with t h e  2d  Platoon? You d o n ' t  
remember being i n  t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, no. I might have been. It is 
very poss ib le .  

0- M r .  KERN, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  much your coming i n .  
I know i t ' s  been a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  f o r  you, and i t ' s  been a 
long t r i p .  

A. Itl.s no t  been any t r o u b l e  a t  a l l .  I j u s t  wish I 
could r e a l l y  be of  some s u b s t a n t i a l  help.  

9- You've given us  'some c lues  h e r e  and t h e r e .  I t  
w i l l  a l l  f i t  i n ,  and we a r e  very g r a t e f u l .  We're determined 
t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bottom of t h i s  and g e t  a t  t h e  t r u t h .  

A. I keep th inking  of  what Captain MEDINA' s  lawyer 
s a i d  on TV. The next  time somebody wants t o  shoot  someone, 
he  i s  going t o  have t o  c a l l  h i s  lawyer f i r s t .  T h a t ' s  my per-
sona l  opinion.  L e t ' s  f ace  it, you have t o  draw t h e  l i n e  
somewhere. 

Q L e t ' s  go i n t o  t h a t  po in t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Do you 
remember back i n  your t r a i n i n g  of  a d i scuss ion  of t h e  neces-
sity of obeying o r d e r s ,  bu t  a t  t h e  same time you a r e  n o t  re-
qu i red  t o  obey an i l l e g a l  order? Do you remember being t o l d  
t h a t ?  

A. Also you hear-- there was someone t h a t  said--he 
was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  Normandy, and some s o l d i e r  d i d n ' t  do 
what he  t o l d  him and he s h o t  him. 

Q m  In  your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  d i d  anybody ever  g ive  you 
an example o f  an i l l e g a l  o rde r  which you a r e  no t  requi red  t o  
obey? 
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A. I t h i n k  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  was something t h a t  you j u s t  
s a t  t h e r e ,  mostly junk and worrying about having t o  run  
back from t h e  r i f l e  range. 

9. Do you t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  i n  f u t u r e  t r a i n -  
i n g  i f  t h e r e  were more d i scuss ion  of i l l e g a l  o rde r s  t h a t  
you a r e  not  r equ i red  t o  obey? 

A. 'Yes, now, - e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h i s  inc iden t .  Of 
course ,  a l o t  of people might say i t ' s  an o rde r .  SIMPSON 
s a i d  it was an o rde r  and he  obeyed it because it was an or- 
d e r .  M r .  BAILEY s a i d  c a l l  your lawyer before  you shoot  any- 
body. That seems- l i k e  it would be a good th ing  t o  incor-  
p o r a t e  i n t o  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  

Q - Maybe g ive  some a c t u a l  examples? 

A. This might be a good example r i g h t  here .  A l o t  
of people have heard it, and people who a r e  going t o  be 
going i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  would have heard it. 

a. Did you recognize,  a t  l e a s t  a f t e r  t h i s  was over ,
t h a t  what happened there was a war crime o r  a t r o c i t y ?  

A. No, it never en tered  my mind. The oniy  time it 
e n t e r e d  my mind w a s  when I heard it on t h e  TV l a t e r ,  and I 
thought  it is r i d i c u l o u s .  Why even bother  t o  b r ing  it up? 
That  was my opinion a t  t h e  time. 

Q. Did you r e a l i z e  af terward that 'many women and 
l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. What about t h e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  who t a p e  handgre- 
nades under a t r u c k ,  and when you a r e  d r i v i n g  along t h e  t r u c k  
blows up. 

Q. I understand t h a t .  I was th inking  of t o d d l e r s  2 
o r  3 years  o l d  and bab ies ,  i n f a n t s  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  even walk? 

A. I understand t h a t ,  and I can agree the re .  

Q e  
 Did o t h e r s  t e l l  you af terward t h a t  t h i s  had gone 
on and t h i s  had happened? 
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A. I think they  d i d ,  b u t  I j u s t  don't--who t o l d  me? 
It seems l i k e  someone s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  people k i l l e d ,  
they mentioned t h a t .  Someone s a i d  they  s h o t  a whole bunch 
of people,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who s a i d  anything. 

Q. D i d  anybody t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  was any r e s i s t a n c e  
o f f e r e d  by any of t h e s e  people o r  t h a t  they  bore  arms? 

s - -1 

A. s N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. Like I 
s a i d ,  w e  went i n  t h e r e  r e a l l y  ready f o r  it and nothing a t  
a l l  happened a t  l e a s t  where I was concerned. I t  was j u s t  
when w e  f i r s t  landed. 

Q= Do you remember i n  your t r a i n i n g  about t h e  t r e a t -
ment of  p r i soners  of war and noncombatants t h a t  it was con-

. t r a r y  t o  orders  and a v i o l a t i o n  of the r u l e s  of l and  warfare  
t o  shoo t  o r  m i s t r e a t  a p r i s o n e r  of  war, a person,  even 
though he is an enemy, who is no t  r e s i s t i n g  and has  surren-
dered and i s  n o t  o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e .  That would include 
noncombatants of course.  D o  you remember t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you t h i n k  t h e  men of t h e  company understood 
t h i s ?  

A. Sometimes . 
a. Even i f  t h e  Vietnamese person was regarded as  an 
enemy, VC o r  VC sympathizer,  i f  he  w a s  n o t  o f f e r i n g  any re-
s i s t a n c e  o r  doing anything h o s t i l e ,  you w e r e  n o t  supposed 
t o  k i l l  him? 

Right. 

a. D o  you t h i n k  t h e  men understood t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  I d o n ' t  remember anyone f o r  no reason a t  
a l l  be ing  shot  j u s t  offhand. Now, t h a t  b r ings  t o  mind t h e  
C I D  man t h a t  came t o  s e e  me. He s a i d  something about when we 
w e r e  down on t h e  r i v e r ,  t h a t  we had a VC p la toon l e a d e r  I 
th ink  it was. H e  had been a VC s i n c e  1948  and was a r e a l  
good f i n d .  Captain MEDINA s h o t  a t  him t h r e e  t imes ,  and then  
he was s h o t .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  he was put  on a h e l i -
cop te r  and s e n t  i n  because h e  was what he  was. 
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Q. That 's the way I understand it too. 

That he was sen t  out with a Viet Cong nurse. 

9 - Captain MEDINA and others have to ld  us how he 
f i r e d  several  shots ,  coming c loser  and closer  t o  the manes 
head, i n  order t o  ge t  him t o  t a l k ,  and he d idn ' t  k i l l  h i m .  
Apparently. that 's  the  - .way it ended. 

A. I was told--someone said  he was shot.  


MR WEST: W e l l ,  as I sa id ,  w e  a re  very gra te fu l  t o  you, M r .  

KERN. 

The hearing w i l l  be recessed. 

(The hearing recessed a t  0945 hours, 31 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MARTIN, Louis B. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: C B a t t e r y ,  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
11 th  A r t i l l e r y ,  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  C/1/20 
as L ieu tenan t  ALAUX'S RTO. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  p o s s i b l y  an hour o r  two of  
t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii,  b u t  he  could n o t  remember t h e  s u b j e c t  
matter (pgs . 43, 4 4 )  . H e  w a s  g iven a "Geneva" c a r d ,  b u t  
never  r ead  it (pg. 43) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any i n  count ry  
t r a i n i n g .  H e  had seen E x h i b i t  M-2, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  E x h i b i t  M-3 and knew he never  saw E x h i b i t  M-4 
(pg. 45) 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Memorial Se rv i ce .  

MARTIN r e c a l l e d  t w o  memorial s e r v i c e s .  One l e f t  
several men i n  t e a r s .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  
on 15  March a t  LZ D o t t i e .  H i s  memory f i x e d  a s e r v i c e  
s e v e r a l  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g , '  (pgs ,  3 ,  
4 ,  1 0 ) .  

b. MEDINA's o p e r a t i o n  b r i e f i n g .  

I n  h i s  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  
t h e  t r o o p s  o f  C/1/20 t h a t  t h i s  w a s  " s t r i c t l y  an enemy 
v i l l a g e ,  everyone i n  it was enemy. People  n o t  6iroc'zl.y E igh t ing  
f o r  t h e  V i e t  Cong were sympathizers  or  suppor t ing  them.... 
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e v e r y t h i n g  would b e  k i l l e d ,  t h a t  peop le  t h a t  were i n n o c e n t  
had been warned t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e  and t h e r e  would n o t  
b e  i n n o c e n t  peop le  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  .....H e  s a i d  t o  d e s t r o y  
a l l  l i v e s t o c k ,  ca t t l e ,  and any th ing  a l i v e "  (pg.  5 ) .  Orders  
t o  bu rn  t h e  v i l l a g e  were g iven  a f t e r  t h e y  were i n  it ( p y . 5 ) .  

The impres s ion  t h a t  MEDINA l e f t  was t o  k i l l  every-
t h i n g  t h a t  moved (pg .  6 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i v i l i a n s  (pg .  4 1 ) .  They 
were a l s o  t o l d  an enemy b a t t a l i o n  had i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  6 ) .  

The men o f  C/1/20 were look ing  forward  t o  
r e t a l i a t i n g  a f t e r  t h e i r  p a s t  c a s u a l t i e s . c a u s e d  by mines 
(pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  They were e a g e r  f o r  a f i g h t  a s  t h e y  had neve r  
had a good f i r e  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  enemy (pgs .  6 , 7 , 8 )  . 
3.  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a .  Combat A s s a u l t .  

MARTIN b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he  came i n  on t h e  same l i f t  
w i t h  MEDINA a s  h e  was p a r t  of  t h e  command group and t h i s  was 
normal ly  t h e  c a s e  (pgs .  1 2 ,  15)  . H i s  t e s t imony  was 
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s  t o  whether  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  h i t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1 2 ,  13 )  . No ground t o  a i r  f i r e  was h e a r d  
(pg .  1 3 ) .  On d isembark ing  from t h e i r  l i f t  s h i p ,  C/ 1 / 2 0  
was a l r e a d y  i n  l i n e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  sweep. 

I n  M E D I N A ' s  command group were MARTIN, L i e u t e n a n t  
ALAUX (FO) ,  CAPEZZA (a m e d i c ) ,  two P I 0  p e r s o n n e l ,  and a nan 
from M I .  The RTO's r o t a t e d .  They were PAUL, MURRAY, and 
WIDMER. H e  d i d  n o t  know which o f  t h e  t h r e e  w a s  m i s s ing  
on 16 March (pg. 1 5 )  . 

Although he  d i d  n o t  see t h e  a c t u a l  s h o o t i n g ,  he  
remembered t h a t  MEDINA chased  down and s h o t  a s u s p e c t  
(pg.  1 5 ) .  An OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r  was dropping  smoke nearby 
(pg.  17)  

b .  Scenes  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

P r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  MARTIN cou ld  hear  
s t e a d y  s h o o t i n g .  Even tnough he cou ld  n o t  see ,  he  r e a l i z e d  
what was o c c u r r i n g  (pg.  17 )  . i3e knew t h e y  were k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s  because  t h e r e  was no h o s t i l e  Eire (pg.  3 0 )  . The 
command g r o u p , i n c l u d i n g  MEDINA, walked th rough  t h e  v i l l a c ~ e  
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4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Nobody i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  t a l k e d  w i t h  MARTIN. 
tie d i d  n o t  r eca l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  w i t h  them a t  
LZ D o t t i e  fo l lowing  t h e i r  e x t r a c t i o n  (pg.  3 9 ) ,  nor  d i d  he 
r e c a l l  any r a d i o  .o rder  t o  resweep t o  make a body count  
(pg.  5 3 ) .  No one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  
My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  41) . 

M A R T I N ' S  r ea son  f o r  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  what he  saw was t h a t  
everyone knew a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  had r e p o r t e d  
it and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  be  conducted.  I f  the Army 
would n o t  p u t  c redence  i n  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ' s  r e p o r t ,  
no one would l i s t e n  t o  him (pg.  4 4 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  CALLEY's RTO w a s  k i l l e d  on 1 2  February (pg .  9 )  . 
b .  The t r o o p s  i n  C/1/20 d i d  no$ t a l k  a g r e a t  d e a l  

abou t  My La i  ( 4 )  a f t e r w a r d s .  The n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  a c t s  
had o c c u r r e d  t o  them (pg .  4 2 )  . 

c. MARTIN b e l i e v e d  t h a t  ALAUX t o l d  him t h a t  i f  people  
knew about  	it t h a t  t h e y  would be charged w i t h  w a r  crimes 
(pg. 4 3 ) .  

d.  MARTIN w a s  d t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  no one was under  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mar i juana  o r  drugs  (pg.  4 0 ) .  
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 


M-2 


M-3. 


M- 4 


P-3 


P-8 


P-9 


P-10 


P-13 


P-15 


P-31 


P-32 


P-40 


P-56 


EXHIBITS 


DESCRIPTION ' NOTES 

MACV Card, "Nine Rules" 'Vit had seen. 
MACV Card, "Enemy in Your Wit does not recall 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1102 hours ,  2 7 
December 1969. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, COL WILSON LTC PATTERSON, MAJ 
ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. .-

S i r ,  t h e  r e p o r t e r  w i l l  b e  sworn. 

(The r e p o r t e r ,  PFC Joseph L. LAVIERI , was sworn. ) 

RCDR : The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Louis B.  MARTIN. 

(MR MARTIN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

RCDR: Please  state your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence.  

A. Louis Bernard MARTIN, p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  Modesto, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  MARTIN, before  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive  you a s h o r t  explanat ion  of t h e  
purpose of t h e  inqu i ry  f o r  the record .  

COL MILLER: M r .  MARTIN, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, and t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purposes of  determining f a c t s  
and making f indings  and recommendations i n  two major a reas  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  
wi th in  t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly 
c a l l e d  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
informat ion  by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  o r  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s .  

While w e  a r e  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  circumstances 
of what happened a t  My L a i ,  o u r  main t h r u s t  is toward 
those  two t h i n g s  which I have j u s t  mentioned. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  and have read  
p r i o r  o f f i c a l  s ta tements  made by wi tnesses  i n  o t h e r  
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  
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Today your test imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h  and 
a verbat im record  w i l l  b e  prepared .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  a r e  hav-
i n g  a tape record ing  made. 

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  some o r  even a l l  of t h e  test imony may l a t e r  become a  
m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your test imony 
w i t h  o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do 
b e f o r e  a  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. A r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  c a s e  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley?  

A. I rece ived  a l e t t e r ,  sir .  

Q Your appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  no way
a f f e c t s  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  And your appear-
ance he re  and your test imony h e r e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of 
p e r m i s s i b l e  tes t imony under t h a t  o r d e r .  You a r e  n o t  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  it, i n  o t h e r  words, by be ing  h e r e .  Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  has a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  t o  do w i t h  
t h e  upcoming t r i a l s ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s  then .  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  b e  r ecessed  b r i e f l y .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1106 hours ,  2 7  December 
1969.1 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1108 h o u r s ,  2 7  December 
1969.) 

RCDR : A l l  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  recessed  
a r e  again  p r e s e n t ,  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of  COL MILLER. 

MR WEST: I unders tand,  M r .  MARTIN,  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what your p o s i t i o n  was a t  t h a t  
t i m e  and where you were ass igned?  
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A. I w a s  assigned t o  Char l i e  B a t t e r y ,  6th B a t t a l i o n ,  
l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, and from t h e r e  a t t ach-
ed t o  C/1/20. 

Q- Where were you s t a t i o n e d ?  , 
A. We were working o u t  of LZ & t i e .  

I n  South Vietnam, I t a k e  i t ?Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  What was your grade? 

A. I w a s  a PFC a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. A t  t h i s  time you were an RTO? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Who were you RTO f o r  most of  t h e  t ime? 

A. Lieutenant  Roger ALAUX , exc lus ive ly .  

Q What was h i s  duty? 

A. He w a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer .  

Q When d id  you f i r s t  hea r  of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on 
t h e  My L a i ( 4 )  hamlet? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a b r i e f i n g ,  I be l i eve  t h e  
n i g h t  be fo re .  I 'm not  su re  it was t h e  n i g h t  be fo re .  

Q. This  would be on t h e  15th? 

A. Yes, sir, i n  t h e  evening, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. W e  have received evidence t h a t  be fo re  ' t h i s  b r i e f -
ing ,  t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  a member of Char l i e  
Company who had been k i l l e d ,  perhaps f o r  a man named WEBER. 

A. Yes, sir,  he was t h e  f i r s t  one i n  t h a t  company 
k i l l e d  over t h e r e .  We had a memorial s e r v i c e  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  when it was, b u t  it w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Did you a t t e n d  the s e r v i c e ?Q* 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. Do y o u .remember who t h e  c h a p l a i n  w a s  who conducted 
i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  I ' d  remember i f  
I saw him. I b e l i e v e  h e  was a major and a r a t h e r  s h o r t  guy. 
I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. T h i s  h e l p s .  We've been  t r y i n g  t o  de t e rmine  h i s  
name . 
A. I know h i s  a s s i s t a n t  came from o u r  a r t i l l e r y  
b a t t a l i o n .  Bernard ,  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name, came from 
C/6/11. H e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  b e f o r e  he  went t o  Vietnam. 

Q. Could it have been Major CRESWELL? 

A. I wou ldn ' t  know t h e  name i f  I h e a r d  it. 

Q. H e  w a s  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade c h a p l a i n .  Is t h a t  your
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what e f f e c t ,  i f  any ,  t h i s  
f u n e r a l ,  t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e ,  had on t h e  men i n  C h a r l i e  
Company? 

A. W e l l ,  it had q u i t e  a b i t  o f  an emot iona l  e f f e c t .  
Everyone w a s ,  a s  I r e c a l l - - t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few peop le  i n  
t e a r s  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e .  

Q. Was h e  t h e  f i r s t  man of  t h e  company t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d  s i n c e  t h e y  came o v e r  from Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was j u s t  o u t s i d e  P i n k v i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. J u s t  o u t s i d e  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  fo l low r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  
memorial s e r v i c e ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15 th?  

A .  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  memorial was a week o r  two 
b e f o r e  t h i s ,  as I r e c a l l .  

Q I see. W e  had some t e s t imony  t h a t  it was t h e  
same a f t e r n o o n .  
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A. I don1t b e l i e v e  so. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a t  
l e a s t  a week o r  two t h a t  e l apsed .  

0 Good. This  i s  one t h i n g  we've been t r y i n g  
t o  determine.  

A. I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it was more than  a week, 
maybe 2 o r  3 weeks, because I b e l i e v e  we had some 
more s e r v i c e s  a f t e r  we h i t  t h e  m i n e f i e l d ,  and t h a t  was 
3 o r  4 days b e f o r e  My La i .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember a s e r v i c e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  
o f  t h e  1 5 t h  just before  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  . 

A. No, sir .  

Q I understand from your p r i o r  s t a t ement  t h a t  
you were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Could you t e l l  us who conducted t h e  b r i e f i n g  
and what was s a i d ,  p lease?  

A. W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  went i n t o  any o p e r a t i o n s  a t  
a l l ,  o r  any major o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  any extended p e r i o d  of 
t i m e ,  Captain MEDINA would b r i e f  us a s  t o  what was expected 
of u s ,  what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  e n t a i l e d ,  e t  c e t e r a .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
he s a i d  something about it was s t r i c t l y  an enemy v i l -
l a g e ,  everyone i n  it was enemy. People n o t  d i r e c t l y  f i g h t -
i n g  f o r  t h e  V i e t  Cong w e r e  sympathizers  o r  suppor t ing  them. 
H e  s a i d  when we went i n  t h e r e  e v e r y t h i n g  would be k i l l e d ,  
t h a t  people  t h a t  were innocent  had been warned t o  g e t  o u t  
of t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  wouldn ' t  b e  any innocent  people  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Th i s  i s  what I can remember. H e  s a i d  t o  des t roy  
a l l  l i v e s t o c k ,  c a t t l e ,  and anything a l i v e .  

' Q. Was anything s a i d  about  burning t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  seems t o  m e  t h e r e  was, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I know he  gave o r d e r s  when w e  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  s e t  
hootches a f i r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f  
what was mentioned. 

Q- Was it your impression t h a t  h i s  o r d e r s  were 
t o  k i l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h e  company 
might f i n d  t h e r e ?  
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A. My impression was t o  k i l l  every th ing  t h a t  
moved; t h a t  w a s  t h e  order .  

Q Was t h e r e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  along with 
Captain MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ,  o r  d id  h e  cover t h a t  h imsel f?  

A. A s  f o r  what t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d ,  
h e  covered t h a t  h imse l f ,  I be l i eve .  Captain MEDINA was, 
as I r e c a l l ,  t h e  only one who ever  b r i e f e d  us on anything 
p r i o r  t o  going on opera t ions .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what he t o l d  you about t h e  enemy
i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. W e l l ,  I r e c a l l  he  s a i d  something about--I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  48th,  bu t  t h a t ' s  what I ' v e  been reading.  I r e c a l l  
h e  s a i d  something about a VC b a t t a l i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
a r e a ,  o r  headquartered around the re  o r  something--some 
enemy b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  a rea  being i n  c o n t r o l .  

Q Did he give any i n d i c a t i o n  of s t r e n g t h ?  

Y e s ,  b u t  I don' t r e c a l l .  

Q What w a s  t h e  general  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  men i n  
t h e  company a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. We had eever  been i n  a major f i r e  f i g h t .  
This  was j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  minef ie ld ,  and everyone had 
t h a t  i n  t h e i r  minds. I th ink  everyone was looking 
forward t o  a b i t  of r e t a l i a t i o n .  That was t h e  genera l  
consensus. 

& Did they have t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  was 
going t o  be--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  They had t h e  impression t h a t  
t h e r e  was going t o  be q u i t e  a b i t  of  blood. 

Q. A r e a l  tough f i g h t  coming up,  t h a t  k ind  of  
th ing?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What w a s  t h e  frame of mind t h e  men were i n  
t h a t  you could t e l l i f - w e r e  they sca red ,  o r  eager  f o r  a 
f i g h t ,  o r  t ense?  

(MART 1.N) 6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-42 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I , t h i n k  probably e a g e r  f o r  a f i g h t ;  t h a t  
b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  it. Q u i t e  a few popular  f e l lows  were 
l o s t  i n  t h a t  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t  and t h a t  was on every-
o n e ' s  mind. And then  every t i m e  we'd come w i t h i n  200  o r  
300 f e e t  of P i n k v i l l e  we were pinned down by 
s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q S  id you spend t h e  n i g h t  wi th  t h e  company; you 
s t a y e d  wi th  them? 

A. I s t a y e d  wi th  them f o r  about  5 months. 

Q How d i d  most of t h e  men spend t h e  evening
t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e  s l e p t  i n  a cemetery. 

Q.  You m a n  t h e  evening o f  t h e  15 th?  

A. Oh, t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h a t .  The n i g h t  b e f o r e  
w e  s p e n t  on a f i r e  b a s e ,  i n  bunkers .  

Q. This  was LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, sir. 

(COL MILLER e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing . )  

COL MILLER: You i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  a f e e l i n g  t h e r e  
would b e  q u i t e  a b i t  of blood.  Did you mean, by t h i s ,  
you expected  q u i t e  a b i t  of r e s i s t a n c e ,  o r  j u s t  what was 
t h e  f e e l i n g ?  

A.  I don' t know what I thought  mysel f ,  because I 
never  r e a l l y  g o t  emot ional ly  involved i n  anything t h a t  
was going on. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  fe l lows  very w e l l ,  and 
most of  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  I d i d n ' t  even go t o  because it 
d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  me. I j u s t  fol lowed t h e  guy i n  f r o n t  of  
m e .  When they  wanted a r t i l l e r y  t h e y ' d  c a l l  f o r  i t .  What 
I m a n  by blood was t h a t  it was my opinion t h a t  we were 
going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and w e  were going t o  be shoo t ing  
people .  Whether t h e r e  was r e s i s t a n c e  o r  n o t ,  I t h i n k  
most of t h e  fe l lows  expected a l i t t l e  r e s i s t a n c e  when 
we went i n ,  and it was a m a t t e r  of overpowering t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  men f e l t  they  w e r e  i n  
f o r  q u i t e  a f i g h t  t h e  n e x t  day? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  even  t h i n k  abou t  t h a t  
myself .  I t h i n k  everyone t h o u g h t  t h e i r  pr imary o b j e c t i v e  
was t o  go i n  and overpower t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  
a t  f i r s t ;  b u t  w i t h  t h e  numbers w e  had ,  go ing  i n  from a l l  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h e y  were p r e t t y  c o n f i d e n t  t h e y  cou ld  t a k e  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

COL FRANKLIN: A r e  'you s u r e  t h a t  you r e a l l y  remember t h i s ,  
t h a t  Cap ta in  MEDINA s a i d ,  " K i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moves"? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h o s e  words e x a c t l y ,  
b u t  I remember he  s a i d  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  And I r e m e m -
b e r  him s a y i n g  t h a t  peop le  knew t h e y  were n o t  supposed t o  
b e  i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether  he  s a i d  l e a f l e t s  were 
dropped o r  i f  word had been  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  peop le  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did t h i s  seem l i k e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual  
o r d e r  a t  t h e  t ime?  Did t h i s  s t r i k e  you a s  somewhat 
p e c u l i a r ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s l a u g h t e r ?  

Q Y e s ,  " K i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moves. " 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  t o o  much about  it. 
I d o n ' t  know. Like  I s a y ,  w e  n e v e r  saw any r e a l  b i g  f i r e  
f i g h t  o r  had any o r d e r s  t o  go i n  and overpower some 
s p e c i f i c  a r e a .  W e  had been  on s e a r c h  and c l e a r  mis s ions  
and t h a t ' s  a l l ,  more o r  less on t h e  d e f e n s i v e .  T h i s  was 
t h e  f i r s t  mi s s ion  I r e c a l l  when w e  w e r e  i n  s t r i c t l y  
o f f e n s i v e  . 
Q- You'd be  invo lved  i n  any th ing  t h a t  peop le  g o t
i n  f i g h t i n g ;  you 'd  be  invo lved  because  t h e y ' d  probably  
want f i r e .  What 's  t h e  b i g g e s t  s i z e  o u t f i t  you r a n  a g a i n s t ?  
Two guys? A bunker? Squad? A s  f a r  a s  peop le  r e c e i v i n g  
s m a l l  arms f i r e ?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  semiautomat ic  weapons. 
How many t i m e s  d i d  t h a t  happen t o  C Company b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A. I t  d i d n ' t  happen a t  a l l  u n t i l  w e  moved i n t o  
t h e  Task Force Barker  a r e a  and t h e n ,  a l l  of  a sudden ,  
a f t e r  abou t  3 weeks,  it seemed l i k e  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
s n i p e r  f i r e ,  s p o r a d i c  s n i p e r  f i r e  eve ry  2 o r  3 
days p r e t t y  r e g u l a r .  You'd j u s t  be  walk ing  a long  and 
a l l  OX a sudden h e r e  i t  came. Heavy r e s i s t a n c e  o r  heavy 
s n i p e r  f i r e  w a s  r a t h e r  unusua l .  Usual ly  I had t h e  f e e l -
i n g  t h e r e  was j u s t  one o r  two guys up t h e r e  w i t h  an 
AK-47 o r  something.  
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Q Did you f i r e  heavy a r t i l l e r y  when you g o t  t h i s  
type  of s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. Usually it was coming from t h e  heavy 
f o l i a g e  o r  underbrush. 

Q- You say  WEBER had been k i l l e d  around P i n k v i l l e .  
You a r e  RTO of  t h e  FO, s o  you a r e  used t o  looking a t  a map. 
Did you know where you were a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  c a r r y  a map. L ieu tenan t  
ALAUX d id .  I had no th ing  t o  do wi th  p l o t t i n g  miss ions .  
I radioed them. 

Q Did you e v e r  f i r e  miss ions  

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  a d j u s t e d  f i r e  be fo re .  I c a l l e d  i n  
missions.  I d o n ' t  cons ide r  myself very a c c u r a t e  w i t h  a 
map, un less  I know e x a c t l y  where I am. We'd come i n  f o r  
de fens ive  t a r g e t s  o r  something; i f  I found o u t  where my 
p o s i t i o n  was, I d i d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e  p l o t t i n g  t h e  
miss ion ,  b u t  t a k i n g  one from s c r a t c h  I ' d  have a l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t y .  

COL WILSON: According t o  t h e  morning r e p o r t ,  William 
WEBER was dead on a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  from gunshot 
wounds on t h e  1 2 t h  of February. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e .  I know it was a 
cons ide rab le  amount of i m e .  

Q William WEBER? 

A.  WEBER, I b e l i e v e  he was - CALLEY 's  RTO . 
Q. Now, on t h e  25th of February t h e  morning 
r e p o r t  shows a l o s s  of 12 men and, i n  going o v e r  t h e  
names, most of t h e s e  men were l o s t  a s  combat c a s u a l t i e s .  
Would t h i s  b e  t h e  time t h a t  you h i t  t h e  minef ie ld?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ' s  r i g h t  around t h e r e  someplace. 
I t ' s  w i t h i n  a week o r  two weeks. WEBER, I ' m  s u r e  it was 
a t  l e a s t  t h a t  much t i m e .  That  was t h e  f i r s t  - c a s u a l t y .  

Q. The morning r e p o r t  a l s o  shows Bobby WILSON and 
~ u s t a v oROTGER deceased from f ragmenta t ion  wounds. Were 
t h e r e  two men k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  minef ie ld?  
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A. There were more than  t h a t  k i l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e .  
ROTGER was k i l l e d  e i t h e r  t h e  next  day o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon .  I t h i n k  it was l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  when 
w e  a l r eady  came out of t h e  minef ie ld  and were on o u r  way 
back. H e  h i t  a 105 o r  something i n  h i s  l e g .  I remember 
ROTGER. H e  was a p r e t t y  popular  fe l low.  

Q Well, ' I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  de termine ,  s i n c e  t h i s  
occurred  a f t e r  WEBER's wound, had t h e r e  been s i m i l a r  
ceremonies f o r  ROTGER and Bobby WILSON b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A. I remember t h e r e  was d e f i n i t e l y  a memorial 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  guy. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was ano the r  one 
a f t e r  t h e  minef ie ld  because w e  s t a y e d  o u t  a few more 
days and immediately a f t e r  w e  came i n ,  t h e r e  was a 
memorial. There was a l l  k inds  of people coming i n ;  we 
had c o l o n e l s ,  and General LIPSCOMB. 

Q. And t h i s  memorial you' r e  t a l k i n g  about  was 
t h e  one a f t e r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
b u t  I f e e l  ce r t a in - - I 'm  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  memorial 
occurred.  

Q- WEBER was k i l l e d  b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. There was a memorial j u s t  f o r  him, I t h i n k .  

Q I c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  sequence. 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two s e p a r a t e  memorials,  
now, t h e  more I dwell  on it. I b e l i e v e  t h e  primary me-
mor ia l  was a f t e r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t .  I know t h e r e  
were memorials,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  d a t e s  and t i m e s .  
I know it was conducted a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  sequence. 

CI I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e a l l y  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h i s  memorial 
t h a t  was h e l d  t h e  day of t h e  1 5 t h  of March was f o r  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  minef ie ld  o r  whether 
it was f o r  WEBER. There seems t o  be more people involved 
i n  t h e  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t .  Now maybe they had it f o r  a l l  
t h r e e ?  

A. . I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were two s e p a r a t e  
ones. 

Q I t  was s t r i c t l y  f o r  WEBER? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  so.  I know WERER was our  f i r s t  
f a t a l i t y  and maybe i f  it wasn ' t  a  memorial, maybe Captain 
MEDINA gave us a pep t a l k .  But I know t h e r e  was something 
a f t e r  WEBER' s dea th .  

COL FRANKLIN: You d o n ' t  mean on the 15th? 

A.  Immediately a f t e r  WEBER1s death t h e r e  was 
some kind  of s e r v i c e ,  w i t h i n  a day o r  two. I t  might 
have been j u s t  MEDINA gave us a t a l k .  

COL WILSON: L e t  me c a l l  o f f  t h e  names of a soupie  cr 
t h r e e  chapla ins  that were ass igned to :.F.e b ~ l g 3 . d ~ .hack 
i n  1 6  November 1967 .  They may o r  may n o t  have been with 
you a t  t h e  time. The b r igade  chapla in  c a r r i e d  a t  t h a t  
time was David M. JOHNSON,  a major. O n e  of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
br igade  chap la ins  was John C. CAREY, a major. Another 
a s s i s t a n t  b r igade  chapla in  was Raymond T.  HGFFPIAN, a 
major. Do you recognize any of those  n.mes? 

A .  N o ,  CAREY sounds t h e  most f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  j u s t  something &)out the  nar-ne. I 
d o n ' t  know. Do you have t h e  names of t h e  a s s i s t a n t s ?  

Q. Those were the two a s s i s t a n t s .  

A .  You mean chap la in fs a s s i s t a n t s ?  

Q This  i s  an o f f i c e r ' s  r o s t e r .  

A. I know a c h a p l a i n ' s  a s s i s t a n t ;  i f  I heard  h i s  
name I ' d  know who he goes with.  

Q a Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  mortar p la toon  was 
p h y s i c a l l y  on t h i s  opera t ion?  Did you e v e r  work i n  
your a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ions  wi th  t h e  mortar  people? 

A.  N o ,  w e  had nothing t o  do wi th  the mortar  
people.  They came on very f e w  opera t ions .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  if they  came t h a t  day o r  no t ;  I b e l i e v e  they 
may have, I know t h e r e  were opera t ions  r i g h t  around 
t h e r e .  When we s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  r e s i s t a n c e ,  we s t a r t e d  
having t h e  mortar  p la toon come wi th  us. They s t a r t e d  
caming w i t h  us p r e t t y  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  a span of 4 o r  
5 weeks and I b z l i e v e  they  probably were wikh us. 

Q You th ink  they  were wi th  you? 

A .  Yes, I th ink  they were, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say 
p o s i t i v e l y .  I t  was r a t h e r  i r r e g u l a r  when they came with U s .  
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  MARTIN, do you recall  what t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of  t h e  company was a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was ve ry  low. I don 't 
r e c a l l  t h e  number. 

Q Low? 

A.  I Id s ay  a rough e s t i m a t e  was 70, 75,  between 
6 5  and 75. 

Q Shor t ?  

A. T o t a l  manpower i n  t h e  f i e l d  exc lud ing  supp ly  
pe r sonne l .  

MR WEST: L e t ' s  move now t o  t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March. M r .  f4ARTIN, cou ld  you d e s c r i b e  what 
happened on t h a t  day from t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Going i n t o  My La i  and P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Well,  s p e c i f i c s  a r e  a l i t t l e  beyond me. Over-
a l l  what happened, w e  were a i r l i f t e d  i n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morn-
incJ on t h e  011+.1-.4kir1:s o f  t h e  vi 1 1  ~ C J P-

9 Do you remember whzt l i f t  you went i n ?  

A .  I w a s  w i th  Capta in  MEDINA, sir.  I d o n ' t  know 
what l i f t  t h a t  was. I t  w a s  towards t h e  beg inn ing ,  I b e l i e v e .  
W e  weren'  t t h e  f i r s t  ones  t o  go i n .  W e  fo l lowed somebody 
e l s e  going i n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  towards t h e  beg inn ing .  W e  
w a i t e d  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  

Q You were on t h e  same chopper w i t h  Cap ta in  MEDINA? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  I alway w a s ;  I assume I 
was. 

Q A s  you approached t h e  l a n d i n g  zone,  d i d  you hear 
or see any a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s ?  

A. There was an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  When w e  
were e n  r o u t e  t o  a l a n d i n g  zone,  you cou ld  s e e  it going 
o f f  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  it was going o f f  where w e  l anded .  
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Q. Around you, h i t t i n g  t h e  landing zone? 

A. Y e s .  . 

Q Did you rece ive  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a s  you moved 
i n ?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  I know o f .  There were gunships 
f i r i n g  away, I d o n ' t  know what w a s  what, b u t  I don ' t  
th ink  we d id .  I d i d n ' t  hear any d i s t i n c t  c r a c k l i n g  
from an AK-47 o r  M - 1 .  

Q- D o  you have any idea  how many gunships accom-
panied t h e  l i f t ?  

A. No, t h i s  was a f a i r l y  l a rge  opera t ion .  I th ink  
t h e r e  was more than  what usual ly  accompanied us ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  
We had some of those  bubble choppers come i n .  W e  had very 
few gunships, which was r a t h e r  unusual.  We usua l ly  had 
j u s t  one o r  t h e  o the r .  

Q. Can you es t imate  t h e  number of gunships t h e r e  
were? 

A. N o ,  I have no idea  a t  a l l .  

Q M r .  MAmIN,  here  i s  an a e r i a l  photograph of 
t h e  My Lai a r ea ,  and h e r e ' s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map which 
has been admitted i n t o  evidence as  MAP-4. Notice here 
i s  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  corresponding t o  t h e  photo 
here ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  r i v e r .  This i s  Highway 521. 
Does t h i s  look f ami l i a r  t o  you? 

A.  W e l l ,  it looks vaguely f ami l i a r .  I ' m  no t  
very w e l l  o r i e n t e d  here .  Could you t e l l  me where Do t t i e  
i s  from here?  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  no r th ,  s o  it would be up no r th ,  
c l e a r  up i n  here  ( i nd i ca t ing ) .  I t  would be northwest  of 
t h e  hamlet. You might r e f e r  t o  MAP-1 on t h e  w a l l ,  t o  
your r ea r .  Colonel PATTERSON w i l l  po in t  it out .  

LTC PATTERSON: (Referr ing t o  MAP-1) Do t t i e ,  Highway 1, 
t h i s  i s  t h e  coas t ,  he re ' s  P i n k v i l l e  by co lor .  

MR WEST: On t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, 1 inch equa ls  about 
100 meters, s o  you can have an i d e a  of t h e  s i z e .  Now 
we've had evidence t h a t  t h e  landing zone f o r  t h i s  operat ion 
was j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  hamlet,  i n  t h i s  rice paddy 
( ind i ca t ing )  . 
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A. Well, I would have s a i d  e i t h e r  over he re  o r  i n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  because I know it was on t h e  opposi te  
s i d e  of the  ocean. I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  was a peninsula  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. The China Sea is  o f f  t o  t h e  east  here .  The 
landing zone was t o  t h e  west of t h e  hamlet i n  . t h e  r i c e  
paddy here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Does t h i s  o r i e n t  you now? 

A. Basica l ly  I 'm o r i en t ed ,  bu t  I 'm not too 'good 
with  an o v e r a l l  concept of t h e  p i c t u r e  here .  

Q Would you t e l l  us ,  i f  you w i l l ,  what happened
a f t e r  you landed t h e r e  on t h e  landing zone? J u s t  descr ibe  
your movement . 
A. When w e  f i r s t  got  t h e r e ,  I remember Captain 
MEDINA chasing somebody. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h a t  w a s  
when w e  f i r s t  go t  t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  we had been t h e r e  10 
o r  15 minutes. I t  was t h e  beginning of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- Let m e  s t o p  t h e r e  j u s t  a moment. When you f i r s t  0 
got out  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  were t h e  members of  Char l ie  CQ 

Cr,
Company anywhere near  you? Could you t e l l  what they were 
doing? 

Qc! 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a sweep going on. They fi 
w e r e  on l i n e  coming i n t o  t he  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t .  @Jb 

Q. Were they f i r i n g ?  
cJ 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  they had s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  There 
was a l l  kinds of noise  because of t h e  gunship, bu t  a f t e r  
we landed I don ' t  be l i eve  they were f i r i n g ,  no t  immediately. 

Q. But they formed a l i n e  and moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q YOU don' t r e c a l l  whether they were f i r i n g  as  
they moved? 

A. Well, they were ready. I d o n ' t  know i f  they 
were f i r i n g  o r  no t .  They were ready for f i r i n g .  

0. I take  it you w e r e  with Lieutenant ALAUX as  
forward observer a t  t h i s  t i m e .  P lease  go ahead then  with  
what happened a f t e r  t h i s .  
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A. I r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA chas ing someone. I 
t h ink  maybe w e  went i n t o  'the v i l l a g e  and something came 
over  t h e  r a d i o  o r  s ~ m e t h i n g ,t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had 
somebody spo t t ed .  I abu ldn ' t  hea r  t h e  rad io .  I wasn ' t  
h i s  RTO. I n  f a c t ,  Iwas toward t h e  end of t h e  l i n e  of 
march i n  t h e  command group, s o  I cou ldn ' t  hea r  what was 
coming over  t h e  rad io .  . But a l l  of a sudden I saw him 
s t a r t  running towards t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
don ' t  know which way, I j u s t  know it was ou t s ide  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  W e  went ac ross  t h e  b i q  d ike .  

Q H e  was running a f t e r  someone? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Could you see who it was? 

A. No, I was too  f a r  back. I didn 't even know. 
A l l  of a sudden I saw him take o f f  running and I d i d n ' t  
know what was going on. I j u s t  heard  somebody else 
say ing  he was a f t e r  a VC. 

Q Did you and Lieutenant  ALAUX follow? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I was t h e  l a s t  one t o  ca tch  up 
because I had a  load  wi th  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. Did you even tua l ly  ca tch  up t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h e r e  were s h o t s  f i r e d  up t h e r e ;  
a  suspec t  was k i l l e d ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q Did you see t h e  suspec t?  Did you see who it was? 

A. I s a w  i t ,  but  I d o n ' t  recall. 

Q. Was it a man o r  a woman? 

A. To be hones t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  t o l d  it was 
a woman; I have no reason t o  doubt  it. 

Q But you d o n ' t  recall whether it was o r  no t?  

A. No. 

Q • Could you t e l l  us who else was i n  t h e  command 
group t h e r e  wi th  you? 

A. The o rde r  of march was Captain MEDINA, S p e c i a l i s t  
PAUL, S p e c i a l i s t  WIDMER. 
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Q What w e r e  t h e i r  d u t i e s ?  

A. They w e r e  bo th  RTO's. Now MURRAY was i n  t h e  
command group. I d o n ' t  know; they  a l t e r n a t e d  between 
RTO's. Somebody was s i c k .  I t h i n k  MURRAY had a back 
i n j u r y  o r  m a l a r i a  o r  something. I t h i n k  WIDMER w a s  s i c k  
too .  Those t h r e e  fe l lows  were "RTO'ing" and i f  t h e y  w e r e n ' t ,  
t hey  were " r i f l i n g 1 1  i n  t h e  command group. There was a medic, 
CAPEZZA, L ieu tenan t  ALAUX, and myself.  

Q Did Capta in  MEDINA have an i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  him 
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  w e  d i d ;  I d o n ' t  know. PHU was t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  He k ind  of came along i f  he  wanted to.  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  Do you remember anyone else w i t h  
you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. There were two PI0  people.  

Q Do you happen t o  remember t h e i r  names? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  names; I know what t h e  
names a r e  from read ing  them. One was HAEBERLE, and 
somebody e l s e .  , 

Q =  We've had evidence  t h a t  Sergeant  HAEBERLE and 
6 

S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS were t h e r e .  Did you see a L i e u t e n a n t  
JOHNSON t h e r e ,  an M I  man? 

A. I r e c a l l  an M I  man t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t o o  
much; b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was maybe seven o r  e i g h t  o u t s i d e r s  
t h a t  might have been M I  people ,  PI0  people ,  j u s t  f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Before w e  l e a v e  t h a t  p o i n t ,  could you l o c a t e  
t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph where you saw t h e  
s u s p e c t  a f t e r  t h e  s h o t s  were f i r e d  and f i n a l l y  caught ;  
up w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Well,  i f  w e  landed here--I  d o n ' t  know. What 
i s  t h i s ,  a highway? N o ,  I know it was o u t  some p l a c e ,  
away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  l o c a t e  t h e  p o i n t .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what happened . a f t e r  t h i s  
p o i n t  t h e n ,  a f t e r  you saw t h e  s u s p e c t  l y i n g  on t h e  ground? 

A.  She was down and I was q u i t e  a ways back. I 
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was walking and everyone e l s e  was a l ready t h e r e ;  what 
a c t u a l l y  took p l a c e ,  what was searched,  and what was 
recovered,  I d o n ' t  know. I r e c a l l  them saying  e i t h e r  
bandages o r  grenades o r  something was taken o f f  h e r ,  
b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them i n  h e r  possess ion .  

Q You d i d n ' t  go r i g h t  up t h e r e  t o  t h e  p lace?  

A .  No, as  I r e c a l l ,  when I came up, t h e r e  was 
a d ike  t h e r e  t h a t  I had t o  go ac ross .  She was s h o t  j u s t  
ad jacen t  t o  t h e  d i k e ,  about maybe 1 0  o r  15 f e e t .  And 
I d i d n ' t  c ross  t h e  d ike ;  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any reason t o  go 
over t h e r e .  

Q Well, j u s t  before  t h e  shoot ing  occurred ,  do 
you r e c a l l  see ing  smoke a t  t h e  spo t?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I r e c a l l  an OH whatever-it-was, 
t h e  bubble chopper. 

A. H-23. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  it was very low t o  
t h e  ground. I n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  I caught occas ional  glimpses 
of t h e  person he was chasing. I could see  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  
t h e  chopper was s t a y i n g  w i t h  it. 

Q. The chopper dropped t h e  smoke; i s  t h a t  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I be l i eve  t h e r e  was s t i l l  smoke 
coming up, whenever I got  up t h e r e  where I could s e e  
smoke. 

Q What happened a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. The sequence I d o n ' t  know. This  could have 
been t h e  end o f ' t h e  day. I d o n ' t  know. I t  was t h e  beginning 
o r  t h e  end of t h e  day. I th ink  we went back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I know we went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  I r e c a l l  very vaguely, I 
could hear  s h o t s ,  s teady s h o t s  be ing  f i r e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  
and even though I h a d n ' t  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I knew what 
was going on. I knew people were being sho t .  

Q Men from Char l i e  Company, a t  t h i s  t ime ,  were i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  
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Q J u s t  t e l l  us what you d i d  and saw n e x t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we d i d n ' t  do anything.  We walked 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r .  We'd l i g h t  
an occas iona l  hootch o r  something. The command group,  
every th ing- - there  was bod ie s  a l l  ove r  t h e  p l a c e .  

Q A l l  t h i s  t ime you w e r e  w i th  t h e  command group,  
w i t h  MEDINA? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Genera l ly ,  how c l o s e  d i d  you s t a y  t o  MEDINA? 

A. I s t a y e d  i n  o u r  normal l i n e  of march. I 
s t a y e d  w i t h i n  30 f e e t  I guess ,  30 t o  35 f e e t .  

Q Was it L ieu tenan t  ALAUX's duty  t o  s t a y  w i t h  
him a s  t h e  forward obse rve r?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And of cou r se  you were wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX? 
Would you j u s t  d e s c r i b e  what you saw t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A.  I saw bod ie s  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  I couldn ' t  
e s t i m a t e  how many I saw, b u t  t hey  were very numerous and 
they  were dead. Qui te  a b i t  of b lood;  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were very few males ,  very  few 
mi l i t a ry -age  males. A s  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  s h o o t i n g ,  I s a w  
one occurrence where t h e r e  w a s  a g a t h e r i n g  o u t s i d e  a 
hootch where two o r  t h r e e  f e l l ows  l i n e d  up probably about  
10 people  and,  w i t h  an au toma t i c ,  s h o t  i n t o  them. I s a w  
t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who t h a t  w a s .  

& You d o n ' t  know who d i d  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q These people  t h a t  w e r e  l i n e d  up, t h e y  were 
Vietnamese? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  whether t hey  w e r e  men, 
women, o r  c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  they  were o l d e r  women, younger 
women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and a few o l d ,  bearded males.  
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Q Would you say t h i s  was about l o ?  

A.  I t  was a l a r g e  group. I don 't know. I t  was 
n o t  i n  excess  of 1 0 ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was l e s s  t h a t  
7. I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h e  group being s h o t .  

Q What were they sho t  wi th?  

A. M-16's. I d o n ' t  know i f  one guy d i d  t h e  shoot-
i n g  bu t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  four  guys s t and ing  around. I 
don' t know i f  they a l l  sho t  o r  j u s t  one guy d i d .  

Q. Where was MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I was with t h e  command group 
and I never went a s t r a y  of t h e  command group. So, I guess 
he was r i g h t  around t h e r e  someplace. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  about where t h i s  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,
i n .  t h e  hamlet? 

A. This  i s  a t  t h e  f i r s t .  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  a f t e r  
we went i n .  Where, I d o n ' t  ltnow, because I t h i n k  t h i s  was--
I heard a l l  t h e  shoot ing going o n . .  I k ind  of knew what was 
going on, b u t  t h a t  ' s  t h e  f i r s t  s i g h t  I a c t u a l l y  saw. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  k i l l i n g  you a c t u a l l y  saw? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You had seen bodies before  t h i s  t ime as  a 
c i v i l i a n ?  

A. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  no. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  I had n o t  seen dead bodies .  

Q I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  You t e s t i f i e d  a l i t t l e  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e r e  were bodies  l y i n g  a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  

A .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was towards t h e  beginning of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I went i n  and saw t h i s  and t h e n  a f t e rwards ,  
t h a t ' s  when I saw o t h e r  bodies .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' d  seen 
any l a r g e  amount of bodies  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  shoot ing  t h a t  I 
witnessed.  There were q u i t e  a few bodies  around, j u s t  
one o r  two o f f  by themselves. And then  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  
were o t h e r  groups around. 

Q Could you t e l l ,  a s i d e  from those  you saw s h o t ,  
when you came ac ross  o t h e r  bodies  l a t e r ,  could you t e l l  
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how they  were k i l l e d ?  

A .  M-16, t h e r e  w a s  no doubt  because t h e  t y p e  o f  
wound t h e  M-16 c r e a t e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  how it could  be 
anyth ing  else. I t  goes i n  i n  a smal l  h o l e  and r i p s  up 
t h e  back; q u i t e  a b i t  o f  f l e s h  i s  thrown o u t ,  c h a r a c t e r -
i s t i c  of t h e  M-16. 

Q A t  any t ime du r ing  t h e  morning d i d  you encoun te r  
any enemy r e s i s t a n c e ,  any sma l l  arms f i r e ,  o r  any k i n d  of  
r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. When we first' g o t  i n  somebody s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  
shoo t ing .  I w a s n ' t  one of  t h e  f i r s t  people  t o  go i n  s o  
I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  myself .  I heard  t h e r e  were a 
f e w  s h o t s  f i r e d  p r i o r  t o  our  going i n .  

Q But you w e r e  never  under f i r e  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  t h e  
command group? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  anyone w i t h  MEDINA o r  anyone i n  t h e  
command group shoo t  anybody? 

A. No, I b e l i e v e  WIDMER took a s h o t  a t  a group o r  
a t  one person ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t .  I would 
say  WIDMER was capab le ,  I f  anyone i n  t h e  command group 
would t a k e  p a r t ,  I would say  WIDMER was t h e  most capable .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
it y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  No. 

Q What about t a k i n g  photographs? Anybody i n  t h e  
command group t a k i n g  photographs? I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  
HAEBERLE , now. 

A. No, I can r e c a l l  who c a r r i e d  cameras,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who took p i c t u r e s .  I know WIDMER c a r r i e d  a 
camera. And Capta in  MEDINA c a r r f e d  one f n  h i s  ammo case .  
L i eu t enan t  ALAUX had a 30 m i l l i m e t e r  camera. 

Q I n  an e a r l i e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  you d i d  mention t h a t  
you had s e e n  WIDMER t a k i n g  some photographs of bod ie s .  

A.  I t h i n k  I s a i d  I observed WIDMER t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  
of bod ie s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  This  s t r u c k  me as be ing  r a t h e r  odd. 
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Q I n  var ious  opera t ions .  You a r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  one, I take  i t ?  

A. You'd come ac ross .  a grotesque body t h a t  had 
been l y i n g  o u t  f o r  2 o r  3 weeks, and a p i c t u r e  
being snapped. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether WIDMER took any
photographs? 

A. No, t h e  only one I saw t a k i n g  any p i c t u r e s  
was people from P I O .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  about CARTER being
sho t  i n  t h e  foo t?  

A. I r e c a l l  going over  ~ 5 t ht h e  medic, and then  
t h e  medic t r e a t e d  him. 

Q - Was t h i s  CAPEZZA? 

A .  Right.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  circumstances.  I 
heard on t h e  r a d i o  CARTER a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  himself .  

Q 0 Looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph of t h e  hamlet ,  
could you t e l l  about where CARTER was? 

A. I t d  know i f  I saw t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  p ick ing  it o u t  
from here--I  remember it was on a t r a i l ,  i t  was on a b i g  
t r a i l  t oo ;  but where it was--maybe over  here  someplace 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I don' t know. Along h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Where's Dot t i e  from here?  D o t t i e ' s  up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Let  t h e  record i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  poin ted  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  edge of t h e  hamlet. 

A. I n  f a c t  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  it was r i g h t  a long i n  here  
because I remember Dot t i e  was r i g h t  a long i n  t h e r e  ( ind ic -
a t i n g )  . 
Q Do you remember an i n c i d e n t  of a l i t t l e  boy
about 8 o r  9 yea r s  o l d  who was s h o t  by someone 
i n  t h e  command group? 

A. N o ,  I r e c a l l  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day, when we 
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g o t  back t o  D o t t i e ,  I guess it was t h e  n e x t  day,  we were 
on a bunker where we w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  what was happening 
and a couple  of  us were t a l k i n g  w i t h  WIDMER about something 
h e  d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what it was though.  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  was PAUL, MURRAY, and myse l f ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  
bunker t a l k i n g  about  t h a t .  I know W I D P E R  d i d  something;  
b u t  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know what he d i d .  

Q During t h i s  t ime you w e r e  going t o  t h e  hamlet  
and you saw bod ie s  l y i n g  around va r ious  p l a c e s ,  was Capta in  
MEDINA w i t h  you a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q H e  was i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  see t h e s e  bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  him i s s u e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  du r ing  
t h i s  t i m e  about  s h o o t i n g  people?  

A .  No, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was moving a long  on i t s  own, 
I guess ,  because w e  were j u s t  p u l l i n g  up t h e  r e a r  and a s  
I r e c a l l  t h e  r a d i o  w a s  r a t h e r  q u i e t .  I remember him 
c a l l i n g  somebody and t e l l i n g  him t o  knock it o f f .  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  what it was,  b u t  t h a t  'was a t  t h e  end o f  
t h e  day,  towards t h e  end of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q We had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e
a f t e r  t h e  company had moved through t h e  hamlet .  

A. The o r d e r  t o  s t o p ?  

Q- Yes. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Right .  

Q How much of t h i s  d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I remember Capta in  MEDINA 
seemed q u i t e  u p s e t  whenever he  was y e l l i n g .  I t h i n k  h e  
gave it once and t h e n  came back 3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 
minutes l a t e r  and was y e l l i n g  over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  ' s t o p .  

Q DO you know why he  gave t h e  o r d e r ?  

A .  No, I 've r ead  r e p o r t s ,  b u t  I don1t know myself 
why. 
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Q Did t h e  company t a k e  any p r i soners?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was then  
o r  i f  it was t h e  next  day. I d o n ' t  th ink  s o .  

Q Did they  evacuate any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  came o u t  
of the  area?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  -
Q Were t h e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  wounded t h a t  were 
t r e a t e d  by t h e  medic? 

A. Towards t h e  end of t h e  opera t ion  I remember 
a l i t t l e  g i r l  being t r e a t e d  by a medic. I th ink  she  was 
t r e a t e d  by a medic. Quite a few fel lows were s i t t i n g  
around. 

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  word had been passed t o  
s t o p  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q About how long p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any a i d  be ing  given t o  
anyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Did you s e e  any Vietnamese a l i v e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, I got  t h e  impression t h a t  everyone w a s  
dead t h a t  was s h o t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone t h a t  was walking. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  happened on 
t h e  16th  t h a t  could be h e l p f u l  t o  us here i n  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything myself. 

COL MILLER: To your knowledge, d i d  Captain MEDINA person-
a l l y  s e t  f i r e  t o  any of t h e s e  bu i ld ings  i n  My Lai?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q Did you s e e  him do i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
+ 

Q Did he give o rde r s  t o  o t h e r  people? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  I be l i eve  I s e t  a few on f i r e  myself. 
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  's t h e  way i t  was. 

Q Perhaps I misunderstood you,  b u t  cou ld  you
d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  where 
I had seen  b o d i e s - - i t ' s  ha rd  t o  p u t  it i n  any type  of 
sequence,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where 
people  were ga the red  up coming o u t s i d e  o f  a hootch  and 
they  were s h o t .  I would say  t h e r e  were about  10 ,  7 o r  
10 people .  

Q Did you s e e  any th ing  else o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  occur?  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  on ly  a c t u a l  s h o o t i n g  t h a t  I wi tnes sed .  

Q Did you s e e  o t h e r  groups of b o d i e s  t o g e t h e r  l a t e r ?  

A. I didn 't s t r a i n  t o  look.  I couldn '  t haza rd  a 
guess  on t h a t .  

Q Do you remember a man named CONTI  and ano the r  
man named SIMONE? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Could you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  about  t h e s e  men? 

A. W e l l ,  c e r t a i n  groups were r a t h e r  w i l d  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  r e f e r e n c e , t o  t h e  women and b e a t i n g  and 
s t u f f .  And t h e s e  were a couple  of  guys who w e r e  more 
involved  than  t h e  o t h e r  guys. . 

Q You're speaking  o f  CONTI  and SIMONE, anybody 
e l s e ?  

A. SIMONE, I assume s o  because he was p a r t  of  t h e  
crowd. H e  w a s  k ind  of b o i s t e r o u s ;  b u t  C O N T I ,  I had s e e n  
him p u l l i n g  h a i r  and s t u f f  and s l a p p i n g  people  around,  
and I had heard  hearsay  go ing  around t h a t  h e  had raped  
a few women, q u i t e  a few. 

Q Anything of  t h i s  n a t u r e  occur  d u r i n g  t h e  
a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  3 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone was--
I t h i n k  everyone was j u s t  s h o t .  I don' t t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  
any de l ay .  I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  w i th  t h e  l e a d  p l a t o o n  
whenever t h a t  happened. 
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Q You mentioned i n  an e a r l i e r  s ta tement  t h a t  
t h e r e  were f i v e  o r  s i x  guys i n  t h e  company wi th  helmets 
decorated wi th  b r a i d s  of h a i r  they had c u t  from g i r l s '  
heads. 

A .  I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were. I remember 
somebody asking me about t h a t ,  and I r e c a l l  a few fel lows 
wearing those  b r a i d s .  

Q Was it a l s o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  CONTI w a s  one 
of t h e s e  and SIMONE another? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  so.  I ' m  r e l a t i v e l y  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
CONTI was. S I M O N E ,  I th ink  he was, b u t  I 'm not  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  names of any o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  
l i t t l e  group? 

A.  There was a guy k i l l e d  about 2 o r  3 
months be fo re .  I t  starts wi th  an R. You mentioned--
ROTGER, he was one. And t h e r e  were a few Negroes, bu t  
I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. - %  know t h e i r  names because 
they were brought before  e i t h e r  t h e  60 o r  Lieutenant  
CALLEY o r  somebody complaining about them. That 's 
one of the reasons I can remember t h e i r  names. 

Q. Before the  opera t ion?  

A ,  Yes, s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN:  What's your impression of C Company? What 
k ind  of memories do you c a r r y  of C Company? 

A. Well, I thought C Company was very d i s c i p l i n e d  
and h e l d  t o g e t h e r  p r e t t y  w e l l  compared t o  how t h e  company 
was when Captain MEDINA l e f t .  I thought he had a s t r o n g  
hold  of t h e  company and he knew what was happening a l l  
t he  time. That  w a s  a - c r e d i t  t o  him, t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  everyone. 

Q .  You mentioned WIDMER; what do you th ink  of 
W IDMER? 

A. A s  a guy, I thought WIDMER was okay; b u t  t h e r e  
were a few i n s t a n c e s  t h e r e ,  looking back on it, t h a t  kind 
of made you wonder about t h e  guy, i n  r e fe rence  t o  what h i s  
l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s  were, blood, e t  c e t e r a .  
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Q. You've g o t  people c u t t i n g  o f f  h a i r  and t h e r e ' s  
t a l k  of some r a p e s ,  and t h i s  d i d n ' t  seem t o  s t r i k e  you a s  
pa r t i cu la r ly - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  WIDMER t ak ing  
p a r t  i n  any rapes o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I r e c a l l  he 
w a s  k ind  of f a s c i n a t e d  by blood. We'd come ac ross  a 
grave o r  something and we 'd  have t o  d ig  it up. I 
found something l i k e  t h a t  r e a l l y  r epu l s ive .  WIDMER 
j u s t  kind of a t e  i t  up. He'd d i g  and they 'd  p u l l  o u t  
an arm and he thought it was a b i g  joke. I found it 
r a t h e r  r epu l s ive .  

Q You say when you heard  t h a t  f i r e  i n i t i a l l y  
you knew what was going on. How would you know what 
w a s  going on? 

A.  Well, I knew befo re  w e  went i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
we were given o rde r s  t o  k i l l  every th ing  t h a t  moved. 
And then  i t  s t a r t e d  s i n k i n g  i n  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what was 
happening. I t h i n k  most of t h e  fe l lows when they  g o t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t o  go i n  and k i l l  every th ing  t h a t  moved, 
I don' t t h i n k  i t  sunk i n .  I don' t know how the  o t h e r  
fe l lows f e l t  about it, b u t  it d i d n ' t  s i n k  i n t o  me u n t i l  
I a c t u a l l y  heard s h o t s  be ing  f i r e d .  And then I r e a l i z e d  
what was happening. 

8 Why didn '  t you t h i n k  it was VC? 

A. Why d i d n ' t  I?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, I d idn '  t have any thoughts  one way o r  
t h e  o t h e r  whether i t  was VC o r  n o t ,  o r  whether it was 
c i v i l i a n s .  I didn ' t h e a r  anything coming back and I 
d i d n ' t  hear  any comments over t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a b i g  f i r e  f i g h t  going on. I could t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between an M-16 and an AK-47 o r  an M - 1 .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
anything e l s e .  

Q. Are you p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e r e  was no a r t i l l e r y  
ii-i the v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  p o s i t i v e .  

Q You're jammed i n t o  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and I doubt 
i f  you go t  a door s e a t  ; you 've g o t  an armor v e s t  maybe, 
and you've got  a  rucksack and a r a d i o ,  and two o t h e r  
r a d i o  opera to r s  a r e  t h e r e  in--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  I r e c a l l  s ee ing  the  prep going 
on. I could s e e  t h e  d u s t  f l y i n g  up and I could hea r  the  
impact, 

Q. The whole 3-rnimxte p rep ,  o r  5 ,  ox whatever 
it was? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n s t  s e e  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  b u t  going 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were no c r a t e r s .  105 rounds leave  
d e f i n i t e  c r a t e r s .  There was none a t  a l l  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e ,  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  P r i o r ,  t h e r e  may have been, bu t  
t h e r e  were no f r e s h  c r a t e r s .  

Q . Is t h e r e  any doubt i n  your mind t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA knew, when you were with h i m ,  t h a t  people were 
s h o t  down? 

A. No, he knew. Captain MEDINA knew. 

& There was t a l k  of t h e  wounds; t h a t  t h e s e  
people were s h o t  a t  c lose  range, How do you know i f  
somebody i s  s h o t  a t  c lose  range? 

A. Well ,  I s a i d  t h a t  because of t h e  one i n c i d e n t  
I saw. I r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  what e l s e  was going on. I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  know, But t h e r e  were l a r g e  groups and it  was ra th -
e r  r a r e  t o  s e e  somebody o f f  by themselves.  It was t h e r e ,  
most of t h e  people were i n  groups,  and I would assume t h a t  
the groups were f i r e d  on up c lose  r a t h e r  than  a d i s t ance  
away . 
Q .  You mentioned t h a t  some of t h e s e  guys were 
p r e t t y  tough. Do you know of any o t h e r  occasions where 
C Company went i n  and sho t  unarmed people t h a t  t h e y ' d  
captured? 

A. No. Captain MEDINA had a s t r o n g  hold  over 
the company. I f  something l i k e  t h a t  happened, he 'd  know 
about i t ,  h e ' d  be g iv ing  t h e  order .  People didn't--when 
people ac ted ,  they ac ted  a t  t h e  o r d e r s  of Captain MEDINA,  
t h a t ' s  what I would say ,  r a t h e r  than a c t i n g  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o r  a c t i n g  on t h e i r  own. T h a t ' s  t h e  impression I have. 
But t h a t ' s  a conclusion r a t h e r  than  a f a c t u a l  s ta tement .  

Q .  W e l l ,  how about these--I t h i n k  you s a i d  CONTI 
i s  a l l e g e d  t o  have raped a l o t  of women and t h a t  h a i r  
was being c u t  o f f .  How does t h a t  j i v e ?  

A. Well,  t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  A s  a command group 
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we'd be  coming along--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  seeing--I  t h i n k  we, 
came around a c o r n e r  one t i m e  and C O N T I  was doing some-
t h i n g  t o  somebody and Capta in  MEDINA chewed him o u t ,  
r e a l l y  gave him a good chewing. And I t h i n k  most o f  t h e  
f e l l o w s  knew they  d i d n ' t  do t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  
of  Captain  MEDINA. Capta in  MEDINA may have been 
aware of it, b u t  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  i n  h i s  immediate p re sence ,  
he d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me a s  p ry ing  t o  come up w i t h  any f a c t s  
o r  any d i s c i p l i n e .  

Q. When MEDINA took o f f  running was he c a r r y i n g  
a rucksack? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Was it h o t  t h i s  day o r  cool?  

A. I t  was a warm day,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  was e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  morning. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  tempera ture  had s e t  y e t .  13 

9"-
Cf2

Q So you t h i n k  somebody could  r u n  100 m e t e r s ,  o r  
200, o r  whatever  it was? 

d 
A. I t  w a s  q u i t e  a ways. Captain  MEDINA was i n  du 
o u t s t a n d i n g  shape.  H e ' s  10 o r  15  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  I am; 
b u t  h e ' s  probably two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  b e t t e r  shape  t h a n  I am,  
I would say .  Of course  he d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h e  weight  I had. 
I c a r r i e d  a radio--I  d o n ' t  know what t h e  weight  is-- and my 
ammo, and a few t h i n g s  f o r  L ieu t enan t  ALAUX. Capta in  MEDINA 
d i d n ' t  have any we igh t  compared t o  u s ,  t h e  R T O ' s .  

Q .  When you jo ined  up w i t h  B Company, up t h e r e  
by t h e  graveyard,  who was around t o  s e e ?  Who would s e e  
what you saw? 

A. L ieu t enan t  ALAUX, I b e l i e v e ;  I was always w i t h  
him. WIDMER, I know h e  was t h e r e ;  and MURRAY. Those are 
t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  d e f i n i t e .  P H U ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  w a s  
t h e r e ;  and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was someone from ano the r  com-
pany, ano the r  CO. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  KERN was w i t h  us.  
KERN was t h e  recon s e r g e a n t  of  o u r  FO p a r t y ,  and he would 
r e j o i n  us a t  n i g h t  sometimes. H e  r e j o i n e d  u s ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Where d i d  you go a f t e r  you w e r e  FO RTO f o r  5 
months? 

A. I went i n t o  FDC. 
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Q- Back a t  which b a t t e r y ?  

A. I was back a t  C / 6 / 1 1  f o r  a couple months. 
And then  I was in fused .  

M l i  WEST: What were K E R N ' S  d u t i e s ?  

A. KERN, h e ' d  go ou t  with another  p la toon.  We'd 
s e p a r a t e  and h e ' d  go o u t  with one of t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  
and h e ' d  do about the  same th ing  Lieutenant  ALAUX d i d  
with t h e  command group. 

Q Functioned l i k e  a forward observer?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . Lieutenant  ALAUX was i n  charge of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f o r  t h e  company and KERN was more o r  l e s s  second i n  command? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  Were you occas ional ly  h i s  RTO? 

A .  No. I t h i n k  I was wi th  him maybe once o r  twice.  

Q. Did he have a r e g u l a r  RTO? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no. I t h i n k  they  used t h e  
command n e t  i f  he needed something. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember i f  t h e r e  were any engineers  
a t t ached  t o  t h e  command group? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Engineers only joined us 
once o r  twice.  It was back around t h a t  per iod  sometime, 
b u t  I don' t remember i f  i t  was t h a t  day o r  not .  

Q Do you know normally which u n i t  provided t h e  
squad. of engineers  t h a t  went wi th  C Company? 

A. No, i t  was something from t h e  11 th  Brigade,  
I b e l i e v e .  I know t h e  guy's name; he had a r e a l  common 
nickname, b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  r e a l  name. A co lored  
fel low went wi th  us;  I th ink  twice he came wi th  us. 
But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 
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Q. If the mor ta rs  were w i t h  t h e  u n i t  on t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ,  would they  normally have an F O  w i t h  
t h e  company commander o r  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n s ?  

A. .With t h e  p l a toons  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you know of  any mor t a r  FO's t h a t  were 
w i t h  them t h a t  day. 

A. I don'  t know p e r s o n a l l y  who they  were. I 
t h i n k  i t  was normal when t h e  Heavy Weapons P la toon  
w a s  o u t ,  I t h i n k  it was s t i l l  normal t o  have a recon  
s e r g e a n t  even  though t h e  p l a toons  weren 't t h e r e .  

Q. Did you make any r e p o r t  through your  n e t ,  
through your  communications, on a r t i l l e r y  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  day? 

A. No, t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  was mentioned on 
o u r  r a d i o  was o u r  l o c a t i o n ,  which we were r e q u i r e d  once 
an hour  o r  so ;  o r  once every  thousand met-ers, t o  c a l l  
i n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  came ove r .  

Q A l l  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You don 't remember your  f requency? 

A.  No. 

.Q - Did i t  change o f t e n ?  

A. I t  d i d n ' t  change f o r  a long t i m e  and t h e n  it 
s t a r t e d  changing once eve ry  2 o r  3 weeks. 

Q. About eve ry  2 o r  3 weeks? 

A. Once i t  s t a r t e d  changing. We k e p t  t h e  same 
frequency f o r  a long  t ime ,  f o r  2 o r  3 months; and 
then  it s t a r t e d  changing f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y .  Then t h e y  
had a procedure  where t h e y ' d  change i t  once a month. 

Q - What was t h e  communications system you were 
on? What n e t  were you on? 

A. I was on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t .  
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Q - Were you i n  communication wi th  Captain VAZQUEZ? 

A. He was our l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ;  y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  
he was. 

Q a Did you communicate w i t h  him a t  any t ime? 

A .  I don' t know i f  it was him. I th ink  h i s  c a l l  
s ign .  was 6 0  o r  70. We'd c a l l  h i s  s t a t i o n  and g ive  our  
l o c a t i o n .  That ' s  who we'd g ive  our  l o c a t i o n  t o .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  i t  was him o r '  one of h i s  RTO' s . 

Do you know h i s  RTO's? 

Not personal ly .  

Do you remember the  names of h i s  RTO' s ?  

I remember one; one was ENGLAND. 

ENGLAND? 

A.  Yes, he was a r e a l  dud. I remember him 
p r e t t y  good. I remember they s a i d  we were going t o  
change p laces .  They were going t o  send him o u t  t o  
t ake  my p l a c e ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  him i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q . The Task Force Barker Journa l  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  a  man was s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  a t  1020 hours ( I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  time and l o c a t i o n . )  and was evac-
uated ,  according t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  journa l ,  a t  1025. 
Do you remember, when CARTER w a s  wounded, how long 
a time i t  was between the  time he was wounded and 
t h e  time he was t r e a t e d 3  

A,  I would say i t  was more than 5 minutes;  
because wherever i t  happened, we were aways back, 
one w a y  o r  another .  I th ink  we were back t h i s  way 
[ i n d i c a t i n g )  . I t  happened over h e r e ,  probably over  
here  someplace ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  took u s ,  I'd s a y ,  
a t  l e a s t  5 minutes t o  reach him; because t h e  s e n i o r  
a ids  had t o  g e t  t o  him t o  t r e a t  him, and then  i t  was 
another  1 0  o r  15 minutes. I remember s i t t i n g  down 
and t ak ing  a break.  I d o n ' t  u sua l ly  s i t  down. I 
s tood around f o r  a few minutes and i t  looked l i k e  
a  w a i t ,  s o  I s a t  down and took o f f  m y  gear .  

Q - You d o n ' t  cons ider  t h e s e  t imes accura te ,  
do you? Five minutes? 
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A.  W e l l ,  i t  w a s n ' t  an unusua l ly  long  t i m e ;  b u t  
f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I would s a y  t h a t ' s  good enough. I n  
a c t u a l i t y ,  i t  was probably 1 5  minutes  o r  s o .  

Q Does 1 0  :20 sound l i k e  about  t h e  t ime when 
CARTER would have been wounded? 

A. I would say  s o .  I t  was towards t h e  end of 
t h e  i n v a s i o n  of t h e  hamlet .  Tha t  sounds l i k e  it. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  took more t h a n  3 hours  f o r  t h e  whole 
t h i n g ,  s o  t h a t  sounds about  r i g h t .  

Q How f a r  were you i n t o  t h e  hamlet?  Were you
halfway through i t  o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s ?  

A. When h i s  wound occur red?  

Q When h i s  wound occu r red .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I remember w e  walked a long  
t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I f  t h i s  i s  where i t  happened, we 
walked a long  a major t r a i l  f o r  q u i t e  a ways. I d o n ' t  know 
where we were;  w e  were probably back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q • I show you E x h i b i t  P-8. Do you r ecogn ize  t h a t  
a r e a ?  That  s t ream? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  i s  t h e  same photo a s  i n  t h e  
America1 newssheet ,  Southern Cross o r  whatever  it is. I 'm 
r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  back he re .  

Q Are you i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  m e  s i t t i n g  down r i g h t  h e r e ,  
w i thou t  t h e  helmet .  

Q Is Capta in  MEDINA i n  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Can you s e e  what h e ' s  wear ing? 

A. I t  iooks  l i k e  he has  q u i t e  a b i t  of  g e a r  on.  
H e  has  a f l a k  j a c k e t  on ,  and it  doesn '  t look  l i k e  a ruck-
sack .  I t  looks  l i k e  an Army i s s u e  pack.  No, I t h i n k  i t  
is  a rucksack.  

Q This i s  a photograph of CARTER when he  was 
wounded and t h i s  would have occu r red  sometime around 
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1 0  :2 0 ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q - You c a n ' t ,  with t h a t  photograph, l o c a t e  t h i s  
on t h e  map? 

A. No, I can t e l l  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  t r a i l .  This i s  
a l l  a t r a i l  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , a b i g  one, and i t ' s  
r i g h t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I don' t know i f  
i t ' s  t h i s  one o r  i t ' s  up he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t ' s  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. Are you po in t ing  t o  t h e  nor thern  por t ion?  

A,  I f  D o t t i e ' s  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I remember 
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between ~ o t t i eand t h e  v i l l a g e .  It was 
on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on a l a r g e  t r a i l .  

Q I show you Photo P-32. Is t h i s  t h e  person 
MEDINA shot?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  know. I 
remember t h e  person was whi te ,  o r  i n  something l i g h t .  

(r- I show you P-9 showing Sergeant  CARTER being
evacuated. 

A.  N o ,  he wasn ' t  a se rgean t .  H e  was a PFC. 

Q I 'm s o r r y ,  CARTER being evacuated. 

A. This i s  WIDMER. I d o n ' t  know t h i s  o t h e r  guy. 

Q Did you s e e  him being  evacuated? 

A. I was r i g h t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  
h i s  being t r a n s p o r t e d  over  t o  t h e  s h i p ,  b u t  I know I 
was t he re .  

Q . How f a r  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which he was 
wounded from t h e  pick-up po in t?  

A .  From r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

Q. Yes. From P-8 t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
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A .  This was a l l  open over h e r e ,  s o  t h e  s h i p  came 
i n  r i g h t  here .  It wouldn ' t  be very f a r .  

Q We're t a l k i n g  about a few f e e t ?  Twenty-five? 

A. 
prob 
and 

If t h e  approach was from t h i s  way then  they '  d 
ably have t o  come i n  on an angle ,  through these  t r e e s ;  
they wouldn ' t  be more than  5 0  f e e t  away, I d o n ' t  t h ink .  

LTC PATTERSON: I presume you had a PRC 2 5 ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. And it was tuned,  a s  you s a i d ,  .on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
n e t .  Did you change a t  any time during t h e  day t o  any 
o t h e r  n e t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q You would have remembered, I presume, because 
t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  t r i c k  t o  it. 

A .  I wouldn't  do t h a t  because i t ' s  on my back. 
Somebody e l s e  would come up and, I d o n ' t  know--Lieutenant 
ALAUX maybe came up and changed i t  f o r  someth ing .  I donrt-
t h i n k  so .  I s t rong ly  doubt it. 

D o  ysu remember having lunch t h a t  day? 

A .  Very vaguely. I remember opening some C-rat ions.  

Q Were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  it 
wasn ' t  t o o  long a f t e r  t h i s .  T h a t ' s  when I t h i n k  I s a i d  
something about somebody a s s i s t i n g  a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  o r  some-
th ing .  That was about t h a t  t ime,  we broke f o r  lunch.  There 
was a g i r l  found. 

9 Did you a l l  j u s t  sprawl o u t  and t ake  a break ,  o r  
d i d  you maintain some t a c t i c a l  i n t e g r i t y ?  

A .  There was some kind of per imeter .  There was 
always a per imeter  when we  broke f o r  lunch,  un less  t h e  
opera t ion  was s t i l l  going on. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do 'you r e c a l l  anybody keeping any d i a r i e s  o r  
notebooks o r  w r i t i n g  down anything? 
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A. Not t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, no. 

MR WEST: M r .  MARTIN, do you know anything about an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  followed r i g h t  a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I th ink  everyone was aware t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a complaint made by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  by t h e  guy 
i n  t h e  bubble,  when MEDINA s h o t  t h a t  g a l ,  I guess.  

Q Did anybody e v e r  come t a l k  t o  you? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q Did you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. He was our  br igade  commander. I never  saw 
him per sona l ly .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  we had evidence t h a t  a f t e r  Char l ie  
Company was e x t r a c t e d  and taken back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e ,  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  men 
j u s t  a f t e r  they g o t  back. Do you r e c a l l  such an inc iden t?  

A. No, s i r ,  I was k ind  of looked a t  a s  an out-
s i d e r  i n  t h e  company. I f  t h e r e  was something wrong i n  
t h e  company, something going on, I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody 
would come t o  me t o  ask my opinion.  

Q Did you s t a y  wi th  t h e  company throughout t h e  
balance of t h e  opera t ion?  Our informat ion  i s  t h a t  it 
l a s t e d  a t o t a l  of 3 days,  t h e  company be ing  e x t r a c t e d  
on t h e  18 th .  

A .  I s t ayed  with t h e  company u n t i l  I re tu rned  
back t o  my u n i t .  

Q Severa l  wi tnesses  seem t o  t h i n k  t h e  company 
was pu l l ed  o u t  on t h e  1 7 t h .  Is your memory c l e a r  on 
t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  . f o r  example, spending 2 n i g h t s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  be fo re  you were l i f t e d  ou t?  

A. No, I r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y  1 n i g h t  i n  t h e  cemetery. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q - Was anything outs tanding  i n  your mlnd about 
t h e  balance of the opera t ion?  We've had some evidence,  
f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  company moved south through some 
o t h e r  hamlets and burned hootches. Do you remember any 
of t h i s ?  

A. No. I t ' s  hard  t o  say from day t o  day what 
happened. It  seems t o  me we may have--no, I c a n ' t  s a y  
when what happened. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  on e i t h e r  the 17 th  
o r  t h e  18th  when Colonel HENDERSON came o u t  i n  a h e l i -
cop te r  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A .  I thought General LIPSCOMB came ou t .  I f  
Colonel HENDERSON was our  br igade  commander, then  I 
th ink  so.  I remember t h e  br igade commander coming ou t .  

Q The f a c t  i s  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON assumed 
command on the  15th .  He was i n  command a t  t h e  time. 
W e  have testimony t h a t  he came o u t  i n  t h e  af te rnoon 
j u s t  be£ore  the  company was e x t r a c t e d ,  and t a l k e d  t o  
Captain MEDINA. H e  had some people with him. Colonel 
LUPER was with him. I thought perhaps,  i f  you were 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  command group a t  this time, you might 
have r e c a l l e d  t h i s .  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I remember 
Colonel LUPER. Colonel LUPER was my commanding 
o f f i c e r .  I remember he.  came o u t  w i t h  somebody a t  
one time. There was only one time t h a t  I e v e r  saw 
him out  i n  the  f i e l d .  I assume ' t h i s  was it. 

Q. We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  perhaps
smoking marijuana was somehow involved wi th  t h e  events  
t h a t  happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . Do you have any knowledge 
of t h i s ?  

A.  I ' d  say t h a t ' s  a very i l l o g i c a l  conclusion.  
I would say no one was under t h e  in f luence  o r  subs tan t -
i a l l y  under t h e  in f luence  of any n a r c o t i c .  

Q You s a i d  i l l o g i c a l ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q You know of nothing t o  support  t h i s ?  

(MARTIN) 40 APP T-4? 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Nothing a t  a l l .  

9 .  Do you have any knowledge o f  what happened 
t o  C Company a f t e r  My La i ;  what t h e  company d i d  a f t e r  
t h i s ;  o r  what k i n d  of  miss ions  it had? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any fire f i g h t s  ox major 
o p e r a t i o n s  and c e r t a i n l y  no th ing  1ik.e t h i s .  I t h i n k  i t  
went back t o  t h e  r o u t i n e  of s e a r c h  and c l e a r .  

&. How long  were you a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company 
a f t e r  t h e  16 th  of  March? 

A. U n t i l  some t ime i n  May, May 1st o r  2nd. 

Q I ' v e  asked about whether  t h e r e  was any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t h i n g .  Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  
you t o  keep q u i e t  about what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q .  I want t o  ask you some g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  
which w i l l  c a l l  f o r  an op in ion .  This  could  conce ivab ly  
be  very  h e l p f u l  t o  us.  Could you c h a r a c t e r i z e  f o r  us  
what a c t u a l l y  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  I n  your  o p i n i o n ,  
what caused such a  t h i n g  t o  happen? 

A. What l e d  up t o  i t ?  What's t h e  b a s i c  cause  
of  My La i?  

Q Y e s ,  what do you t h i n k ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  would have happened when 
w e  f i r s t  went ove r  t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  it was a combination 
o f  o r d e r s ,  a combination of  people  n o t  knowing e x a c t l y  
what they  were doing when t h e y  went i n  t h e r e ,  how t o  
handle  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  resen tment  toward t h e  Vietnamese 
i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  f a c t ,  I would say  t h a t ' s  t h e  b i g g e s t  
. f a c t o r ,  t h e  resentment  t h o s e  people  had.  E s p e c i a l l y  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  a r e a .  Numerous t imes we 'd  been p inned  
down by s n i p e r  f i r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  knew 
it was coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q . Was it your  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  men were 
under o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  every  l i v i n g  t h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 
c i v i l i a n  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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& I d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  t h i s  i n  your mind. 

A .  Tha t ' s  d e f i n i t e .  There ' s  no doubt i n  my mind 
t h a t  people were under o rde r s .  People w e r e n ' t  a c t i n g  a s  -
i nd iv idua l s  ; they were doing what they  were t o l d  t o  do. 

a.  There has  been some sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  men were 
j u s t  out  of  c o n t r o l ,  s o r t  of r a n  amuck. Is t h i s  i n  accord 
wi th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h i s .  I Id say you might be 
a b l e  t o  draw t h a t  conclusion about a pe r son ' s  a t t i t u d e  o r  
something. But t h i s  reason f o r  doing i t ,  f o r  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d ,  
wasn ' t  some i r r a t i o n a l  behavior .  Once a job g o t  s t a r t e d  maybe 
i t  might have appeared t h a t  way; people were enjoying it t o  
a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  b u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a r t i n g  of t h e  shoot ing 
wasn ' t  an i r r a t i o n a l  a c t ,  i n  my opinion.  

Q. You had i n d i c a t e d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i n  your t e s t i -
mony t h a t  Captain MEDINA kep t  w e l l  i n  c o n t r o l  of  t h i n g s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h e  men were under h i s  c o n t r o l  dur-
i n g  t h e  sweep through My Lai? Do you th ink  he was i n  com-
mand a l l  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was aware of every-
t h i n g  t h a t  was going on, b u t  I ' m  c e r t a i n  he knows what I 
know, about what I saw. H e  was aware of what was going on. 

Q. I n  your opin ion ,  M r .  MARTIN, why was t h i s  i n -
c i d e n t  not r epor ted?  Why d i d n lt i t  become known? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I know t h e r e  was a complaint made 
by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  Why something d i d n ' t  go from t h e r e  
is beyond me. 

Q I f  you were around t h e  company f o r  a good while  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  what was t h e  genera l  f e e l i n g  and a t t i t u d e  of  
the  men? Did they t a l k  about it a l o t ?  

A. No, it wasn ' t  something they t a l k e d  about.  I 
got  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  guys d i d n lt even know what they 
were doing. They were going through wi th  t h e  o r d e r s ,  and 
they d i d  t h e  a c t ,  and then i t  dawned on them l a t e r  what 
happened. I t  dawned on me what was going on when I f i r s t  
saw t h a t  f i r s t  group s h o t .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  everybody 
f e l t  what I f e l t .  
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Q Could you descr ibe  t h e  genera l  f e e l i n g  of the  
men towards what they had done? Was t h e r e  a f e e l i n g  of  
remorse af terwards o r  shame perhaps? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  a s s o c i a t e  with t h e  com-
p ~ i i ~ yt h a t  much. We'd come i n  t o  D o t t i e  o r  something and 
I ' d  go back wi th  f r i e n d s  of mine i n  a r t i l l e r y ;  s o  t h e  only 
people I e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  about opinions were t h e  people i n  
command group, PAUL, and MURRAY, and a couple of  o t h e r  guys. 
We had a l i t t l e  d i scuss ion  about it. 

Q I d i d  want t o  come back t o  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  you 
s a i d  a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  LZ Dot t i e  you g o t  t o g e t h e r  and 
t a l k e d  about t h i s .  DO you r e c a l l  what was s a i d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what was s a i d  e x a c t l y ;  b u t  I re-
c a l l  t h a t  PAUL, MURRAY, and myself were t a l k i n g  about what 
took p l a c e  t h a t  day i n  a negat ive  sense ,  and FJIDMER was 
k ind  of s t and ing  up f o r  it, what took p lace .  

Q. But t h e  r e s t  of you d i d n ' t  approve? 

A .  No. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was t h a t  common o r  no t  
i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company. 

Q . Did you and Lieutenant  ALAUX t a l k  about what had 
happened? 

A . .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  L ieutenant  ALAUX was r a t h e r  com-
pass ionate .  I th ink  he looked on wi th  a l i t t l e  d i s b e l i e f  too .  

Q. Did he make any comments t o  you about i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  he s a i d  something about war crimes o r  
something. He s a i d  i f  people knew about t h i s ,  they '  d be 
charged wi th  war cr imes,  o r  he s a i d  t h i s  i s  war crimes,  or 
something l i k e  t h i s .  War crimes came up. 

& - In t h a t  connection, do you r e c a l l  what t r a i n i n g  
you had wi th  regard  t o  t h e  t r ea tmen t  of p r i s o n e r s  of war 
and noncombatants? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l .  I re-
member be ing  given a Geneva card  which t e l l s  me how t o  a c t ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  even know wha t ' s  on t h e  Geneva card .  We ' r e  
j u s t  handed them with a bunch of o t h e r  pa rapherna l i a ,  and 
I pu t  i t  i n  my pocket.  
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Q- But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any per iods  of t r a i n i n g  on 
the Geneva Convention, t h e  r u l e s  of land warfare?  

A .  I d o n ' t  i n  Vietnam. I t h i n k  I r e c a l l  some i n '  
Hawaii be fo re  I went over ,  perhaps an hour o r  two. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  anything about it. 

Q .  Anything s p e c i f i c  about t rea tment  of noncombatants? 

A. Well, I'm aware t h a t  you d o n ' t  -- t h a t  Army regu-
l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  humane t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  a r e  i n  
e f f e c t .  I th ink  I was aware of t h a t  before  I went i n t o  t h e  
Army. I d o n ' t  know where I g o t  t h e  information from. 

Q. You don' t remember any in-country t r a i n i n g  on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I 'don ' t  remember any t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l  i n  Vietnam 
about t h i s .  

Q Can you th ink  of anything you'd l i k e  t o  add? 

A. Everyone was aware t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  being conducted, t h a t  t h e r e  was a complaint being 
made by a warrant  o f f i c e r .  I f e l t  a s  PFC t h a t  i f  t h e  Army 
i s  not  going t o  l i s t e n  t o  a warrant  o f f i c e r  who d o e s n ' t  
have anything t o  do w i t h  t h e  company, i t ' s  n o t  going t o  
l i s t e n  t o  a PFC who's a member of t h e  company. I th ink  
t h a t  was common a t  t h a t  time. 

MR PEST: M r .  KARTIN,  we c e r t a i n l y  apprec ia te  your coming 
here .  I know it was a g r e a t  inconvenience t o  you, You've 
been very h e l p f u l  t o  us .  We're very g r a t e f u l .  I f  you 
should th ink  of anything a f t e r  you r e t u r n  home, f i n d  any 
papers ,  photographs, o r  anything of t h a t  n a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  
be a h e l p  t o  us ,  we ' d  apprec ia te  hear ing  from you. I 
would remind you t h a t  we would a l s o  apprec ia te  i t  i f  you 
would no t  d i scuss  t h e  proceedings of t h e  board he re .  Our 
proceedings a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and we d e s i r e  t o  keep it t h a t  
way. The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1300 hours ,  27 December 
1969.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1301 hours ,  27  December 
1969 .) , 

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON,  
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 
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COL WILSON: M r .  M A R T I N ,  I show you Exh ib i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules. " Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  ca rd?  

A. Yes, sir ,  I ' v e  seen  it. 

Q Where d id  you s e e  i t ?  

A. This was d i s t r i b u t e d ,  I t h i n k ,  when I f i r s t  g o t  
t o  Vietnam, 1 b e l i e v e - I ' v e  seen i t ,  I guess i t  was i n  
Vietnam with t h i s  i n s i g n i a .  I know I was given one. 

Q Did you g e t  it a f t e r  you g o t  i n  count ry ,  o r  d i d  
you g e t  i t  whi le  you were i n  t r a i n i n g  back i n  Hawaii before  
deployment? 

A .  I don ' t remember. 

Q a You remember having t h e  ca rd?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  t h e  card; I remember t h e i r  d is -
t r i b u t i n g  them. 

Q. You mentioned a ca rd  on Geneva conventions? 

I th ink  I s t i l l  have t h a t .A. 

Q - May I see  i t ?  

(The wi tness  withdrew a ca rd  from h i s  w a l l e t  and 
handed it t o  COL WILSON.)  

Q. Where d id  you rece ive  t h i s  ca rd?  

A. I n  Hawaii. 

Q - This card  i s  e n t i t l e d  "Armed Forces of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  Geneva Conventions I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Card." This card  
i s  i s s u e d  i n  accordance with t h e  provis ions  of  t h e  Geneva 
Convention of August 1 2 t h ,  1949. I t ' s  DD Form 528,  dated 1 
November ' 6 4 .  

(To LTC PATTERSON) Would you make a f a c s i m i l e  of 
t h a t  p lease?  

(To wi tness )  I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 .  Have you 
ever  seen  t h a t  card? 

(The document was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  card .  I t  may have been d i s -
t r i b u t e d  wi th  t h a t  one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I r e c a l l  
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something w i t h ,  phrases  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  
t h a t ' s  t h e  card  o r  not .  

Q This card  i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 
I show you Exh ib i t  M-4  e n t i t l e d  "Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  
Vietnam." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  eve r  seen  t h i s  one. I 
recognize some of t h e  s ta tements  on he re ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
cognize anything on t h i s  card .  

Q I want t o  show you a s e r i e s  of photographs t h a t  
a r e  Exh ib i t s  P-2 through P-70. Now, as  you look through 
t h a t  s e r i e s  of photographs, i f  you f i n d  one t h a t  you can 
i d e n t i f y  from something t h a t  you have seen  be fo re ,  p u t  
the  photograph a s i d e  and j u s t  p i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  up i n  one 
p lace  s t a r t i n g  with P-2 through P-25. I ' l l  h e l p  you sep-
a r a t e  t h e  ones you might have seen i n  LIFE magazine. 

A .  I f  I recognize personnel ,  do you want me t o  set 
t h a t  a s ide?  

Q. Yes. 

(The witness  examined t h e  s e r i e s  of photographs. ) 

Q. This photo number 3 ,  what do you recognize about 
t h a t  photograph? 

A .  That ' s  our i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  P I N .  

Q That i s  Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Photo number 10  i s  CARTER again.  Do you recog-
n i z e  ind iv idua l s  besides CARTER i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know these  two guys. I know t h e y ' r e  
with t h e  company. J u s t  CARTER i s  t h e  only one. 

0 - Photo number 13 ,  what do you recognize about t h a t ?  

A .  This i s  Lieutenant  ALAUX. 

Q Lieutenant  ALAUX i s  t h e  f i r s t  man i n  t h e  column, 
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A .  Yes, s ir .  This i s  Sergeant  -- I c a n ' t  t h ink  of 
h i s  name offhand. He was i n  charge of t h e  mortar  platoon.  

Q The second man i n  t h e  column i n  i n  charge of t h e  
mortar  platoon? 

A.. Yes. The t h i r d  one is Sergeant  PHU again.  

Q. The t h i r d  one i s  what, Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Yes. That might be me r i g h t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. With t h e  helmet o f f ?  

A. I should be r i g h t  around Lieutenant  ALAUX; maybe 
I ' m  ou t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  t h e r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Does photo number 13 show t h e  command group.of  
C Company? Is t h a t  what t h i s  i s ?  

He usua l ly  d i d n ' t  go wi th  t h e  command group. 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  s e r g e a n t  wi th  t h e  mortar 
platoon? 

A. The mortar p la toon usua l ly  followed d i r e c t l y  be-
h ind  t h e  command group, b u t  no t  a t t ached  t o  it. That was 
t h e i r  l i n e  of march, s o  i f  we'd s t o p  f o r  a r e s t  we'd be to-
ge the r .  Yes, t h a t  would be t h e  command group. 

Q The command group of  C Company. Can you i d e n t i f y  
t h i s  photograph as  being a photograph taken dur ing  t h e  opera-
t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  No, I c a n ' t  s e e  enough of t h e  
background t o  t e l l .  

Q Is t h a t  Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. MARONEY, r i g h t ,  h e ' s  t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t  of t h e  
mortar  platoon.  

Q. I f  t h i s  photo was taken on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  would 
h i s  presence i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  mortar  p la toon was on t h e  
opera t ion?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he Id never be away from t h e  platoon 
because he superv i ses  t h e  s e t t i n g  up t h e  tubes .  

Q .  What do you recognize about number P-15? 
4 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is .  Lieutenant  ALAUX. I t h i n k  t h i s  
is ; t h e r e ,  is another  photo l i k e  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  i s  Lieutenant  
ALAUX . 
Q. This i s  very d i f f i c u l t  because t h e  man's back 
i s  fac ing  you. Now how do you i d e n t i f y  t h i s ?  

A. I f  I could have t h e  o t h e r  one I could b e t t e r  ex-
p l a i n .  This one I picked ou t  a s  being very s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  one. 

Q. We'l l  put  t h i s  a s i d e  u n t i l  we g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  one. 
What do you i n d e n t i f y  about number P-26? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  ad jacen t  t o  D o t t i e ,  the  take-off 
a t  Dot t ie .  This is a b i g  open f i e l d .  I remember coming i n .  
Usually we'd have four  o r  f i v e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h i s  pa r t i cu -
l a r  day we had 1 6  o r  17. We had a l o t .  

Q Do you b e l i e v e  t h i s  photograph was taken on t h e  
16th of arch? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any way of knowing, t h a t ' s  where w e  
l i f t e d  from, t h a t  I s  t h e  sane area we were l i f t e d  out  of on 
t h e  16th of March. 

Q This i s  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q What do you i d e n t i f y  on number P-31? 

A. Well, I saw a scene something liIce t h i s .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h i s  i s  the  one o r  n o t  b u t  I remember t h i s  t r a i l  
r i g h t  here .  My Lai i s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  I ' m  p o s i t i v e ,  and t h i s  
i s  the  same t r a i l  where CARTER was l i f t e d  ou t  o f .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  i t  was i n  here: it could have been 6 0 0  o r  700 fee t  
down f u r t h e r ,  b u t  i t  was t h a t  same t r a i l .  

Q. T h i s  photograph shows t h r e e  bodies  along t h e  road. 
This road o r  t r a i l  which you r e f e r  t o  i s  t h e  same t r a i l  t h a t  
the  h e l i c o p t e r  landed on? 
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A. For CARTER? I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q *  FOY CARTER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e s e  t h r e e  bod ies?  

A. I remember see ing  scenes  l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  spec i -
f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same scene  I saw. 

Q This  is  a s i m i l a r  photo t o  nun-her P-15. Is t h i s  
t h e  one y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h e  man throwing t h e  baske t  i n t o  
t h e  f i r e ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  i s  Lieu tenant  ALAUX because t h a t  's 
t h e  way he  wore h i s  rucksack.  And very  few people  had one 
of  t h o s e  wa te r  sacks .  I know I followed a l o t  of  people 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  one of those  wa te r  s acks .  There were j u s t  a 
few guys wi th  rank t h a t  had those .  They were i s s u e d  b u t  
everyone wrecked them. 

Q. A water  sack? 

A. The re ' s  a p l a s t i c  t h i n g  t h a t  goes i n s i d e  an OD-
colored  sack ,  and i t  con ta ins  wa te r .  You have,  I d o n ' t  
know what you c a l l  t h a t  k ind  of cover ,  whenever i t  l i f t s  
up i t  sounds l i k e  i t ' s  r ipp ing .  I don' t know i f  t hose  were 
i s s u e d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  they  w e r e  very  unusual  i n  t h e  company. 

Q The way you i n d e n t i f y  t h i s  photograph i s  by t h a t  
p i e c e  of equipment t h a t  L ieu tenant  ALAUX had? 

A. Tha t ,  and t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  ve ry  many people  t h a t  wore 
t h e i r  pants  bloused.  Lieu tenant  ALAUX always wore h i s  pan t s  
bloused.  I know t h a t ' s  vague, b u t  I f e e l  reasonably  c e r t a i n  
t h a t ' s  L ieu tenant  ALAUX. 

Q On number P - 3 7 ,  t h e  man i n  t h e  w e l l ,  t h e  body i n  
t h e  w e l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s n ' t  something I saw i n  My 
Lai .  I thought maybe t h i s  was a p i c t u r e  o f  an e a r l i e r  oc-
cu r rence  i n v o l v i n g  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. This  I d o n ' t  xecog-
n i z e .  

Q What do you recognize  about  number P-56? 
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A.  The only t h i n g  I recognize h e r e  i s  t h i s  person; 
t h a t ' s  WIDMER i n  t h e  back. I c a n ' t  make ou t  who t h a t  o t h e r  
one i s .  

Q. WIDMER i n  the back? Who i s  t h e  man throwing w e  
hand grenade? 

A. The fel low picking  it up t h e r e ?  

Q Yes. 

A,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Is t h i s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. That ls awful hard  t o  t e l l .  I d o n ' t  know, it 
looks l i k e  the  genera l  a rea .  

Q What do you recognize about number P-57? 

A. This is -- I can1t t h i n k  of h i s  name -- a Spanish 
fe l low,  platoon s e r g e a n t  of 3d Platoon. 

Q *  LOPEZ? 

A. LOPEZ, r i g h t .  

Q What ' s  going on he re?  

A. I don1t know. O r  when t h i s  w a s  taken ,  I don' t 
know. 

Q I have a ques t ion  regarding h i s  equipment. He 
seems heav i ly  loaded with munitions.  Was t h i s  t h e  normal 
combat load f o r  t h a t  u n i t ?  

A. Not f o r  t h e  u n i t ;  i t ' s  r a r e .  But Sergeant  LOPEZ, 
he had some kind of phobia about he was going t o  g e t  h i t  o r  
something, and he c a r r i e d  more ammo than  anybody e l s e .  I t  
was n o t  unusual f o r  him t o  c a r r y  a l o t  of ahmo. 

Q What about number P-60? 

A. This is  t h e  3d Platoon commander, Lieutenant  
LACROSS. I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  occur;  b u t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
scene t h a t  I saw take  p lace  q u i t e  a b i t ,  l i g h t i n g  t h e  hoot-
ches . 
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Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  be ing  My Lai?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  t e l l .  

Q Do you remember Sergeant  Kenneth HODGES? 

A .  I remember t h e  name. 

Q What do you i d e n t i f y  about  number P-64? 

A. That looks l i k e  t h e  l and ing  zone o u t s i d e  of My L a i ,  
al though it is  hard  t o  t e l l .  We landed i n  an a r e a  something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you recognize any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s  
photograph? 

A.  I recognize them, b u t  I don 't know t h e i r  names. 

Q. A r e  t hey  C Company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  make o u t  t h e s e  f e l -
lows i n  t h e  back,  b u t  I know h e ' s  i n  C Company ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  occur r ing  on t h e  16 th  
o f  March? 

A.  I would say  t h a t  it r e p r e s e n t s  a landing  zone 
o u t s i d e  of My Lai .  I t  could be another  landing  zone a l s o ,  
I suppose. 

Q - What about number P-6 6? 

A. I picked t h i s  o u t  because I recognize some of t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q Sergeant  PHU i s  t h e  f i r s t  man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. That 's MURRAY. 

Q. MURRAY'S t h e  f i r s t  man on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A.  I recognize t h e s e  two f e l l o w s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e i r  names. 
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Q The two men i n  t h e  back you r ecogn ize ,  b u t  you 
d o n ' t  know t h e  names? Both a r e  Negro? 

A .  Right .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  t h i s  scene?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q J u s t  t h e  people?  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  be ing
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No, n o t  p o s i  t ' i ve ly?  

Q J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  second man i s  who? 

A .  I don' t know who t h a t  i s ;  t h a t  looks  l i k e  an ou t -
s i d e r .  L e t  me s e e  t h i s  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r .  I would s a y  t h a t ' s  
a Vietnamese. I d o n ' t  know who it is .  

Q. And what about  number P-67? 

A .  I picked t h i s  o u t  because I recognize  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q Sergeant  PHU i n  number P-67. Can you i d e n t i f y
t h e  Vietnamese he  i s  t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A .  No. 

Q You were somewhat s k e p t i c a l  about  number P-40. 
What about  number P-40? 

A. Well,  she  looks  f a m i l i a r  and t h e  s cene  looks  fami l -
i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I d e f i n i t e l y  s a w  it. This  r ep re -
s e n t s  scenes  t h a t  I observed when I was i n  My L a i ;  people  
c r y i n g ,  h y s t e r i a ,  and k i d s  be ing  h e l d  by mothers.  She looks  
f a m i l i a r  b u t  I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  s a y  I recognize  t h i s  photo.  

Q Of any of t h o s e  photos  t h a t  you have s e e n ,  cou ld  
you i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  photos  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo-
graph a s  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  photograph w a s  t aken?  

A .  No, n o t  d e f i n i t e l y .  I c a n ' t  r ecognize  t h i s  as 
My Lai .  

Q Can you recognize  t h e  photo t o  your  r e a r  on t h e  
r i g h t  w a l l  t h e r e  a s  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A .  I ' m  b e t t e r  ab le  t o  observe t h a t  a s  poss ib ly  being 
My L a i ,  bu t  i f  you d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t h a t  was My Lai  I wouldn ' t  
be a b l e  t o  pick it o u t .  I f  you mixed it i n  with a bunch of 
o t h e r  photos of Vietnamzse v i l l a g e s ,  I wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  
pick it ou t .  

Q Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  we can i d e n t i f y  any por t ion  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  t o  your presence a t  any t ime from e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  two photographs? 

A .  No. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  MARTIN, I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you one ques t ion ,  
i f  I could,  p lease .  While you were wi th  t h e  command group 
dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion ,  d id  you hear  any o rde r s  o r  any r a d i o  
communications about t h e  company going back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  
t o  make a body count? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q You d i d n ' t  d i scuss  t h i s  a t  a l l  with t h e  RTO f o r  
Captain MEDINA o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  RTO's? 

A .  No, s ir .  

COL WILSON:Do you have anything f u r t h e r ,  any f u r t h e r  t e s t i -
mony, o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta tements  t o  make? 

A. No, s ir .  I have a hard t ime wi th  s p e c i f i c s .  I f  
I ' m  asked a ques t ion  I t r y  t o  answer it, b u t  b r ing ing  it o u t  
on my own i s  k ind  of hard t o  do. 

Q One o t h e r  ques t ion .  When you came i n  county,  
wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  d i d  you go through t h e  combat cen te r?  

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q Were you given a pe r iod  of in-country t r a i n i n g
when you a r r i v e d ?  

A*. No, s ir .  

Q You came i n  country and you went immediately i n t o  
your opera t ions?  
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A. Well, C/1/20 was a member of t h e  advanced p a r t y .  
We flew over .  Everybody e l s e  came over by boa t .  A s  f a r  a s  
t r a i n i n g ,  I t h i n k  members of t h e  company---I know some f e l -
lows were s e n t  t o  some kind of America1 s t a t i o n  a t  Chu Lai 
f o r  some kind  of t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  those  were t h e  s e l e c t  few. 
I th ink  those  were j u s t  squad l e a d e r s ,  b u t  no t  t h e  whole 
company. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember a per iod  of t r a i n i n g  . t ak ing  
p lace  a t  Duc Pho? 

A .  Now t h a t  I th ink  about it, yes .  I can remember 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  how t o  board a h e l i c o p t e r .  I went down and 
rode a h e l i c o p t e r  around a base.  It was s e t  up on an LZ. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only t r a i n i n g  I can remember. 

You d o n ' t  remember any classroom t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  Very vaguely. I remember now t h a t  t h e r e  was in -
st r u c t i o n .  

Q Do you remember any l e g a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  may
have been given? 

A.  No, it may have 'been given, b u t  I don 't r e c a l l  
t h a t .  

Q Do you remember when you were i s sued  t h e  c a r d s ,  
t h e  one which you r e c a l l e d  e a r l i e r ?  

A. No. That was t h e  only t r a i n i n g  I can remember 
having. I assume t h e  cards  were probably handed o u t .  

Q M r .  MARTIN we apprec ia te  your coming very much 
and unless  you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  t o  make, this 
te rminates  t h e  in terv iew.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1324 hours ,  2 7  December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: MEDINA, Ernest Lee, CPT 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder of Vietnamese civilians; 

disobedience of orders and regulations; misprision of 

felonies, specifically murder. 


COUNSEL: F. Lee Bailey and Gerald Alch, civilian attorneys, 

Center Plaza, Boston, Ma'ssachusetts, and Captain Edwin 

Richards, military counsel, stationed at Fort Benning, 

Georgia. 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT-ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding Officer of 

Company C, 1st Battalion of the 20th Infantry, attached 

to Task Force Barker. 


1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


. a. Training received by MEDINA's unit on treatment 
of prisoners and noncombatants. 

Prior to its arrival in South Vietnam, MEDINA's 

unit had not received any training on the Geneva Conventions, 

war crimes, or things of this sort (pg. 76). At no time 

were MEDINA's men given any handouts dealing with war crimes, 

the reporting of war crimes, or the prevention of noncombatant 

deaths (pgs. 73, 74). The only training received incountry 

was a one day orientation (pg. 77), covering tagging and 

evacuation of prisoners of war, methods of halting fleeing 

persons, and orders not to shoot women and children (pg. 73). 


b. ' Cards issued to troops covering prisoners of 
war and noncombatants. 

The unit had received training in securing prisoners 

of war while still in Hawaii (pg. 76). However, the troops 

were not issued Exhibit M-3 which is a card covering this 

topic (pg. 75). While MEDINA had seen this card (pg. 751, 
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he had n o t  seen  E x h i b i t  M-4 which was a comparable c a r d  
prepared f o r  a l l  commanders by General  WESTMORELAND (pg.75) .  
MEDINA w a s  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  c a r d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  n i n e  r u l e s ,  
b u t  it was n o t  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  (pg .75) .  However, 
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  conta ined  on t h e  l a t t e r  c a r d ,  
t h e  men had been i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t hey  were g u e s t s  of  t h e  
country  and t h a t  t h e y  were t h e r e  t o  h e l p  t h e  South 
Vietnamese (pg. 7 5 ) .  

c .  Uni t  SOP'S on t h e  handl ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  and non- 
combatants.  

There w a s  no t a s k  f o r c e  SOP p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
handl ing  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  b a t t a l i o n  
and company SOP (pgs .  75, 7 6 ) .  This  l a t t e r  SOP d i d  n o t  
c o n t a i n  any in fo rma t ion  as t o  r e p o r t i n g  o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
a t r o c i t i e s  (pg.  7 6 ) .  I t  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  any in fo rma t ion  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e a t m e n t  of noncombatants (pg. 7 6 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. A e r i a l  reconna issance .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  MEDINA, and p o s s i b l y  
Captain  ZMICHLES: (gg.  7 8 ) ,  accompanied L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
BARKER on an a e r i a l  reconna issance  of t h e  a r e a  (pg.  7 ) .  
BARKER i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  burn and d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  
d e s t r o y  any l i v e s t o c k  and t o  c l o s e  w e l l s  (pgs .  18 ,  78 ) .  The 
reason  f o r  t h i s  w a s  t o  deny t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  48 th  VC 
B a t t a l i o n  which had been o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of it (pgs .  7 ,  9 ) .  
BARKER t o l d  MEDINA t h a t  he  had ob ta ined  permiss ion  from 
t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  p rov ince  a d v i s o r  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  

b .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  and in format ion  MEDINA had on t r e a t -  
ment of moncornbatants. 

MEDINA was n o t  i s sued  a w r i t t e n  combat o r d e r  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He was g iven  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  
c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  s i n c e  he w a s  t o l d  t h a t  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  
would be  gone t o  market  a s  of 0700 (pg. 1 8 ) .  Although he  
was n o t  t o l d  what t o  do wi th  noncombatants should  t h e y  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  MEDINA knew t h e  
SOP which was t o  send them t o  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s  a t  
Son Tinh o r  Binh Son w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  of  t h e  South Vietnamese Army t h e r e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

CY 
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c. 	 Operations order  given by MEDINA t o  h i s  u n i t .  

I n  g iv ing  t h e  opera t ions  o r d e r ,  MEDINA t o l d  h i s  
company t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was loca ted  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  i t s  est imated s t r e n g t h  was somewhere between 
240-280 men, t h a t  they would be outnumbered two t o  one, and 
t h a t  t h e  landing zone would be h o t  (pg. 7 ) .  He attempted 
t o  convey t o  t h e  men h i s  expec ta t ion  of heavy con tac t  and 
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  they would s u s t a i n  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg. 8 ) .  He emphasized aggressiveness  i n  c los ing  with t h e  
enemy, a s  he had been t o l d  by Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  lack  
of aggressiveness  r e s u l t e d  i n  f a i l u r e  t o  secure  enemy 
weapons (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  He a l s o  emphasized prevent ing 
s u r p r i s e  VC r e a r  a t t a c k s  by a thorough check and c l e a r i n g  
of a l l  enemy bunkers and p o s i t i o n s  (pgs.  7, 8 ) .  

d. MEDINA's  knowledge of Task Force SOP'S on t h e  
use of smoke. 

MEDINA d i d  n o t  know t h e  Task Force SOP f o r  t h e  
use of smoke. However, he d i d  know t h a t  on t h i s  opera t ion  
it was going t o  be used t o  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of V i e t  Cong 

. 	 with weapons (pg. 2 4 ) .  MEDINA was n o t  aware of a Task 
Force SOP t o  use  smoke f o r  marking wounded s o l d i e r s  o r  
wounded noncombatants (pg. 24) . 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

Actions a t  t h e  landing zone. 

On t h e  f i n a l  approach t o  t h e  landing  zone, which 
was 150 meters  t o  t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. l l) ,MEDINA 
saw rounds from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep landing i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
p g  1 .  ( H e  had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be 
prepped (pg. 11). On landing,  MEDINA r epor ted  t h e  LZ t o  
be cold  b u t  was co r rec ted  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  who repor ted  
incoming f i r e  (pg. 11). He repor ted  t h i s  t o  h i s  platoon 
l e a d e r s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  MEDINA i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  platoon l eader s  t o  
cau t ion  t h e i r  people t o  move c a r e f u l l y ,  t o  check every hole ,  
and t o  g e t  moving (pg. 1 7 ) .  

M E D I N A ' s  i n i t i a l  movements. 

While t h e  p la toons  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
sweeping from west t o  e a s t ,  MEDINA e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  command 
p o s t  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  ordered t h e  second 
platoon t o  r e t r i e v e  two weapons from dead VC who were 
l y i n g  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 22) .  Having no one else 
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t o  send f o r  o t h e r  weapons marked by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ,  
MEDINA s e t  o u t  by himself t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  weapons fol lowing 
orders  from Major CALHOUN t h a t  someone be s e n t  t o  g e t  them 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  When MEDINA g o t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p o s i t i o n  marked by 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  he found a dead man, woman, and c h i l d  
who appeared t o  have been k i l l e d  by t h e  prep (pg. 23) .  A t  
t h e  second p o s i t i o n  he found an unarmed woman whom he s h o t  
when she made, what he f e l t , w a s  a th rea ten ing  motion toward 
him (pg. 2 4 ) .  

c .  Bodies MEDINA saw dur ing  t h e  16th .  

MEDINA then  began h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.25).  
A s  he was moving from west t o  e a s t  on what appeared t o  be 
a t r a i l  between two r i c e  f i e l d s ,  he observed a group of 
poss ib ly  20 t o  2 4  dead men, women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 3 6 ) .  
This was t h e  a r e a  through which Lieutenant  CALLEY's p la toon 
had passed (pg. 80) .  MEDINA observed t h e  bodies  from a 
d i s t a n c e  of 25 t o  50 meters b u t  d i d  n o t  examine them t o  
determine by what type  f i r e  they had been k i l l e d  (pgs.  36, 
4 2 ,  7 9 ) .  He assumed t h a t  they were k i l l e d  by smal l  arms, 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  o r  f i r e  from t h e  gunships (pg. 36) .  H e  
d i d  s e e  one smal l  boy whom he be l ieved from t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h e  wound t o  have been k i l l e d  by small  arms f i r e  (pg. 36) .  

d. Body count dur ing  t h e  day. 

By noontime, t h e  gunships and t h e  company had about 
a 9 0  body count ,  t h e  major i ty  of which came from t h e  1st 
platoon (pg. 4 3 )  . A body count of 69 w a s  due t o  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and was repor ted  back t o  headquarters  (pg. 4 6 ) .  
MEDINA d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h i s  t o  be an unusual ly high number 
f o r  t h i s  type of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 4 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  
any VC bodies  o r  wounded as he moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  noontime (pg. 4 8 ) .  This d i d  no t  c r e a t e  enough doubt 
concerning t h e  count f o r  him t o  ques t ion  CALLEY concerning 
the  bodies  CALLEY was r e p o r t i n g  (pg. 48) .  MEDINA merely 
forwarded t h e  f i g u r e s  given him by h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  
(pg. 4 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know how they a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  
f i g u r e s  (pg. 8 2 ) .  The r u l e  f o r  a body count  was t h a t  to 
claim an i n d i v i d u a l  VC k i l l e d  you had t o  s e e  t h e  body 
(pg. 8 1 ) .  The normal body count i s  made up from r e p o r t s  
of t h e  men of t h e  company (pg. 81) .  

e .  Landing of h e l i c o p t e r .  

On e x i t i n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  noon, 
MEDINA saw a h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  which 
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CALLEY was moving h i s  men (pg. 37) .  MEDINA t o l d  CALLEY t o  
p u t  s e c u r i t y  around it (pg. 3 7 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  had n o t  
crashed and MEDINA d i d  n o t  know i f  it had been h i t  by small  
arms o r  what (pg. 3 8 ) .  He saw t h e  p i l o t  and one of t h e  
gunners examine t h e  ro to rb lade ,  climb back i n t o  t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t  and t a k e  o f f  (pg. 38) . 

f .  M E D I N A ' s  a c t i o n s  a f t e r  being informed of 

c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  


During t h e  a s s a u l t ,  MEDINA was contac ted  by Major 
CALHOUN who informed him t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  though't 
he had seen c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 39) .  He t o l d  MEDINA t o  
make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  being done (pgs. 39, 7 9 ) .  MEDINA 
ordered h i s  platoon l eaders  t o  pu t  o u t  t h e  word t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  t o  be s h o t  (pg. 39) .  Receipt  of t h i s  
t ransmission was acknowledged by t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  
(pg. 42) .  Major CALHOUN d i d  n o t  g ive  MEDINA i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  s t o p  t h e  ,burning of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of the l i v e s t o c k  (pgs. 39, . 7 8 ) .  

g. La te r  movement. 

A f t e r  t h e  noon break,  t h e  company moved toward i t s  
NDP (pg. 4 4 ) .  

4. I N Q U I R I E D  CONCERNING ASSAULT. 

MEDINA's  r e p o r t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

MEDINA d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  u n t i l  
between 1530 and 1600 on t h e  16th  (pg. 4 3 ) .  P r i o r  t o  making 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  he asked h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  i f  they  had seen 
any d e a d , c i v i l i a n s  o t h e r  than those  he had observed himself .  
He received a negat ive  r e p o r t  (pg. 4 4 ) .  I n  r ece iv ing  
M E D I N A ' s  r e p o r t ,  Major CALHOUN ordered MEDINA t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  g e t  a count of t h e  dead i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 43) .  This  order  was countermanded by General KOSTER, 
who w a s  monitoring t h e  r a d i o  n e t  (pg. 4 4 ) .  

b. M E D I N A ' s  meeting wi th  Colonel HENDERSON i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

MEDINA met with Colonel HENDERSON i n  t h e  f i e l d  on 
t h e  18th  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 6 9 ) .  Lieutenant  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE and Colonel LUPER were p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  time 
(pg. 62) .  Colonel HENDERSON asked MEDINA i f  he had k i l l e d  
a woman and asked i f  MEDINA knew of any a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  had 
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been committed (pg. 61). MEDINA explained the circumstances 

of shooting the woman, but denied knowledge of a massacre 

(pg. 61). These were the only questions HENDERSON asked 
of MEDINA'(pg. 63). He did not question anyone else at this 
time (pg. 63). Colonel HENDERSON never again questioned 
MEDINA on the subject (pg. 69). MEDINA was never placed 
under oath or asked to give a statement by anyone (pg. 70). 

c. Report prepared for BARKER by MEDINA. 


After the company had been extracted on the.l8th, 
MEDINA was asked by Lieutenant Colonel BARKER to conduct 
an informal investigation to see what, if anything, had 
happened (pg. 64). He questioned his platoon leaders 
who denied any knowledge of atrocities (pg. 64). Since the 3helicopter pilot had reported seeing a Negro sergeant shooting 
civilians, MEDINA questioned Sergeant MITCHELL, a Negro 
NCO (pg. 64) . MITCHELL denied the allegation (pg. 64) . 
On completion of these inquiries MEDINA told BARKER that he 
suspected something might have happened because of the 
accusations made by the helicopter pilot (pg. 64). He 
suggested that someone other than himself should conduct 
the investigation (pg. 64) . 

d. Statement made by MEDINA to unit as to discussing 3 
the incident. 

BARKER told MEDINA to advise his people not to 
discuss the matter among themselves or with anybody else 
unless it was the investigating officer (pgs. 65, 66). 
MEDINA told the company of the investigation, told them he 
was being investigated, and advised them not to discuss the 
matter among themselves (pg. 65). He did not suggest that 
they withhold information or refuse to talk to an investigating 
officer (pg. 65). He did advise an EM named BERNHARDT, 
whom he felt had a tendency to write his congressman too 
frequently, that it would be better not to write his 
congressman because anything that was to be brought out 
should be brought out by the investigation then being 
conducted (pg. 66). 
5. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 


MEDINA's company did not prepare an after action report 

(pg. 66). He did not see the combat action report of Task 

Force Barker dated 28 March 1968, and could not explain why 

the civilian losses or noncombatant casualties were not 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' 	 NOTES -. 

L I F E  Magazine. Picture 'idit did not recall 
M- 1 on pq.  38 similiar to bodies being 

P-41 stacked up as they 
I 	 were in picture, -

but otherwise scene 
was very similiar 
Had seen card and 

MACV Card, "Nine Rules" 	was aware of it, 

but had not read it 

was not issued to 

unit. 


MACV Card "Enemy in Your 	Had seen card and 

Hands 	 was aware of it, 


but had not read 

it; was not issued 

to unlt, 


MACV Card "Guide for Wit had never seen 

Commanders" document before 


Wit questioned 

America1 Log from log. 


Wlt had never 

Miscellaneous Scenes seen before. 


Wlt had seen photo 

Miscellaneous Scene 	 in Vietnam in 


Arnerlcal Dlvlslons 

Southern Cross 

Newspaper ana 

identified persons 

In photo. 


~ l t 
had never 
Miscellaneous Scenes seen before. 

wit statea ne 
Miscellaneous Scene had probably seen 

phot ~efore . 

PAGES 

37 

7 4  

74 

75 
13, 25, 
45-47 

27,28 . 

a 
a 
3 

P 
M
r\ 

28, 

28 

32 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NULBER DESCRIPTION NOTES
' 

Wit had never seen 
P-16-33 Miscellaneous Scenes photo before. 

Wit had seen photo 
8-32 Miscellaneous Scene in TIME maqazine. 

Wit had never seen 
p - 3 3 - 3 4  Miscellaneous Scene. photo before, 

'Wit saw photo on T$ 
e P-35 Miscellaneous Scene durinq Nov 1969. 

Wit had never seen 
P-36-38 Miscellaneous Scenes photos before. 

Wit had seen photo 
P-39 Miscellaneous Scene . in TIME magazine 

but not in Vietnam, . . 
- Wit saw phot in 


.P-40 Miscellaneous Scene TIME magazine and 

on TV but not in 


. Vietnam. 

Wit saw photo in 


P-41 Miscellaneous Scene .TIME magazine but 

not in Vietnam. 
 IWit could not . : 

state if photo 
represented what 
he saw. 

. 
Wit had never seen 


P-42 Miscellaneous Scene photo before. 
Wit did not . 

P-45 Large Oblique Photo recocrnize photo as 
My Lai. Photo 
entered into 

1 evidence, 

P-1 as annotated by -Although 

P-44--- MEDINA 

he did make .some 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1418 hours ,  4 
December 1 969 .  ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR STOKES, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  i s  Captain Ernes t  L. MEDINA. 

( ~ ~ ~ ' E r n e s t  c a l l e d  aLee Medina was a s  
wi tness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

RCDR: Captain MEDINA, a r e  you represented  by counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

RCDR: W i l l  counsel p lease  s t a t e  h i s  name and address  
f o r  t h e  record? 

I C :  C i v i l i a n  counsel f o r  Captain MEDINA i s  myself ,  
F. Lee BAILEY, Center P laza ,  Boston, Massachusetts,  0 2 1 0 8 ,  
and M r .  Gerald ALCH, of my o f f i c e ,  and m i l i t a r y  counsel  i s  
Captain Edwin RICHARDS, F o r t  Benning, Georgia. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10: Captain MEDINA, before  we proceed with any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by The 
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making recommendations concerning: 

(1) The adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  in-
q u i r i e s ,  in t e rv iews ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain  of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  The p o s s i b l e  suppression and withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  o r  c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  of  
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Would you l i k e  t h o s e  r epea t ed?  

A . .  No, sir. 

Q. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Your tes t imony w i l l  be  
t aken  under oa th  and a  verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  
A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im 
n o t e s  be ing  made by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Although t h e  g e n e r a l  
c l a s . s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  of  it w i l l ,  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e ,  
become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There are s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
p o s s i b l y  ask  you q u e s t i o n s .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  are 
des igna t ed  a s  my a s s i s t a n t s ,  and they  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
a sk  q u e s t i o n s  i n  my b e h a l f .  However, I have t h e  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  of  weighing t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n a l  
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony 
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  except  i n  t h e  performance 
o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  
b e f o r e  a  competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Colonel  MILLER of  The Judge Advocate G e n e r a l ' s  
O f f i c e  w i l l  a d v i s e  you a s  t o  your  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: Captain  MEDINA, General  PEERS has  j u s t  s t a t e d  
t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  
one a s p e c t  i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  accuracy of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
conducted and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  done i n  t h e  cha in  o f  command 
immediately a f t e r  t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  and whether 
t h e r e  was any improper suppres s ion  of in format ion .  

You w e r e  i n  command of an i n f a n t r y  company t h a t  
took p a r t  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  of My L a i  on 1 6  March 1968, and 
o u r  i n q u i r y  might d i s c l o s e  f a c t s  t end ing  t o  show t h a t  you 
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f a i l e d  t o  comply w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of war cr imes o r  even t h a t  you 
y o u r s e l f  a r e  g u i l t y  of  d e r e l i c t i o n  of  duty  i n  t h i s  regard .  

W e  a r e  no t  h e r e  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  whether 
c r imes  a g a i n s t  t h e  laws of w a r  o r  o f f e n s e s  aga insk  t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  were committed du r ing  t h e  
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  However, w e  must n e c e s s a r i l y  i n q u i r e  
i n t o  t h e  e v e n t s  of  1 6  March 1968  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  o r d e r  t o  
conduct  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was o rde red  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  o f  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army. 

On t h e  b a s i s  of in format ion  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
u s ,  as of t h i s  d a t e ,  we have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  f o r  background purposes ,  
might d i s c l o s e  f a c t s  t end ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  you may 
have committed one o r  more o r  a l l  of t h e  fo l lowing  o f f e n s e s  
on 16 March 1968: murder of  an unknown number of Vie t -  
namese n a t i o n a l s ,  c i v i l i a n s ;  d i sobedience  of o r d e r s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s ;  m i s p r i s i o n  of  f e l o n i e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  murder, 
a s s a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder, and aggrava ted  
a s s a u l t .  

NOW, b e f o r e  w e  ask  you any q u e s t i o n s ,  I want t o  
make c e r t a i n  t h a t  you do unders tand what your t e s t i m o n i a l  
r i g h t s  are b e f o r e  t h i s  board.  

F i r s t  of  a l l  you have,  of cou r se ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
remain s i l e n t .  

Any s t a t e m e n t  you make may be used a g a i n s t  you 
i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l .  I n  
t h i s  c a s e  you have your c i v i l i a n  counse l  p r e s e n t ,  and I 
b e l i e v e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  lawyers ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

IC: Aff i rma t ive . 
COL MILLER: And you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  your 
counse l  du r ing  t h e  ques t ion ing .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  have i n d i v i d u a l  counse l  a t  
your own expense,  o r  m i l i t a r y  counse l  appoin ted  f o r  you a t  
no expense.  I see you a l r e a d y  have bo th .  
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Inasmuch a s  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code 
o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  t h e s e  appointed counse l  may be m i l i t a r y  
counse l  o r  counse l  of  your  own s e l e c t i o n ,  i f  r e a s o n a b l y .  
a v a i l a b l e .  

Do you unders tand  t h i s  and are you s a t i s i f i e d  
w i t h  your  counse l  t h a t  you now have p r e s e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  Do you h d e r s t a n d  what I have t o l d  you s o  f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,. I do. 

Q Would you l i k e  me t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - You may, a t  any t ime  d u r i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  
of cou r se ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  your  counse l ,  and any t i m e  you 
d e c i d e  t o  do s o  you may, i n  accordance wi th  A r t i c l e  31 
and t h e  F i f t h  Amendment, n o t  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  
Understanding what I have s a i d  s o  f a r ,  do you want any 
f u r t h e r  counse l  appoin ted  o r  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you want a t  t h i s  t ime t o  make a s t a t emen t?  

(wi tness  con£e r r e t i  w i t h  h i s  counse i  .) 

I C :  May counse l  p u t  a q u e s t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  I 
may p r o p e r l y  a d v i s e  Capta in  MEDINA? The on ly  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
h e  has  made earl ier  w a s  a s t a t emen t  made i n  May t o  Colonel  
WILSON, i n  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  General  PEERS is r e f e r r i n g  
t o  -- h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had examined p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  -- I a m  
unaware of  them. 

I0 : W e l l ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Captain  MEDINA, t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i s  t h e  one which h e  gave t o  
Colonel  WILSON of  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  department.  

I C  : The o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I have i s ,  w i l l  t h e  
verba t im r e c o r d  of  t h e  tes t imony taken h e r e  today be a v a i l -
a b l e ,  on an o f f i c i a l  b a s i s ,  t o  Captain  MEDINA s o  t h a t  he  
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may, a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  examine it f o r  t h e  purpose 
of tes t imony which he  may g i v e  i n  o t h e r  proceedings? 

MR WEST: I t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  b e  up t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Army. There h a s  been no occas ion  t o  d e c i d e  t h i s  a s  y e t ,  
b u t  i f  it should  come up, w e  had b e t t e r  check t h i s  o u t .  

I C :  I was i n q u i r i n g  of Colonel  MILLER whether o r  
n o t  h e  w i l l  have a t r a n s c r i p t  of  what he  s ays?  


COL MILLER: I d i d n ' t  even know you asked t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

I presume t h a t  you would be  a b l e  t o  s e e  what he  s a i d .  

Whether h e  w i l l  g e t  a t r a n s c r i p t  i s ,  i n  t r u t h ,  a m a t t e r  f o r  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  


I C : W e l l ,  my concern i s  wi th  acces s .  I f  h e  i s  
c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  l a t e r ,  l e t  him have a c c e s s  t o  what he  
s ays  h e r e  today t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  
avoid t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  any c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  due t o  any 
f a i l u r e ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

MR WEST: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be any problem. 

I C : A l l  r i g h t .  

MR WEST: You do unders tand  o u r  l e g a l  p rocedures?  Have 
I answered your ques t ion?  

I C : Y e s ,  I unders tand t h a t  f u l l y .  

COL MILLER: (To IC) Each t i m e  w e .  ask him a q u e s t i o n ,  h e  
may c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l  b e f o r e  he  answers.  

I C : D o  you want a n a r r a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  from t h e  
w i t n e s s  o r  do you want t o  p u t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  him. 

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  n o t  necessary  u n l e s s  you have one.  

LC: The c o l o n e l  asked i f  you have a s t a t e m e n t  you 
would l i k e  t o  make. 

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  i n  t h e  form o f  t h e  procedure .  

I C : Having been advised  of h i s  r i g h t s  under A r t i c l e  
31, he has  expressed  a  d e s i r e  t o  t e s t i f y .  
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MR WEST: I might ask you a l s o  t h a t  you be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t e r  hea r s  you. The r e s t  of us should be a b l e  t o  hear  
you a l so .  

A. Yes, sir. 

I 0  : One o t h e r  p o i n t ,  and a l s o  i n  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of 
your ques t ion:  t h a t  i s ,  of  course,  when we g e t  through 
here ,  a l l  t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be typed and prepared,  and 
Captain MEDINA w i l l  have an opportuni ty t o  go over i t  and 
make s u r e  of exac t ly  what was s a i d ,  and I w i l l  ask you f o r  
a v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Captain BIEDINA, p l ease  give me your duty ass ign-
ment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. On 1 6  March 1968 I was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of 
C/1/20, a t t ached  t o  Task Force Barker. 

Q. And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I became commanding o f f i c e r  of C/1/20 on 19 
December 1966. 

Q- And you s tayed i n  command of t h a t  company from 
December of 1966 u n t i l  t h e  1 6 t h . o f  March? 

A. No, sir.  I s tayed i n  command of t h a t  company 
from 19 December 1966 u n t i l  Apr i l  t h e  24th of 1968, a t  
which time I was a i r l i f t e d  from LZ Ryder and went on R&R. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words you continued on i n  command a f t e r  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q On 1 6  March d id  you accompany your company on 
t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  with Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d id .  

Q. ' Would you expla in  t o  me t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  which you received p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion  and a l s o  any reconnaissance o r  l i k e  missions t h a t  
you may have gone on p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  one o r  two 
days p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  Colonel BARKER took me up i n  
h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  and he had given me an 

\ 
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a e r i a l  reconna issance  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and where t h e  LZ 
w a s  l oca t ed .  W e  d i d  n o t  o v e r f l y  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  b u t  
w e  were o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  it w i t h i n  t h e  Task Force  
Barker AO. Colonel  BARKER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  w a s  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  V i l l a g e .  H e  a l s o  t o l d  m e  t h a t  C h a r l i e  
Company would conduct a combat a s s a u l t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
r i c e  f i e l d s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  wes t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  which 
would be  u t i l i z e d  a s  ou r  l and ing  zone. H e  a l s o  t o l d  
m e  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC 
Ba t t a l i on .wou ld  be t h e r e  and t h a t  t h i s  may be t h e  l a s t  
t i m e  t h a t  w e  would have t o  go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  and f i g h t  
t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  From t h e r e  w e  went back t o  LZ 
Do t t i e .  

I ga the red  my company t o  i s sue- - the  e n t i r e  
company--an o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  s o  t h a t  t hey  may unders tand 
what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was about .  I found o u t  i n  t h e  p a s t  
t h a t  many of t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  combat oper-  
a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam, s e a r c h  and c l e a r ,  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
ope ra t ions - - tha t  i n d i v i d u a l s  who would be  informed by 
t h e i r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  o r  squad 
l e a d e r  a s  t o  t h e  upcoming ope ra t ion - - the re  w e r e  s o  many 
changes t h a t  a f t e r  3 o r  4 days i n  t h e  f i e l d  many of  t h e  
t r o o p s  began t o  wonder e x a c t l y  what was t a k i n g  p l a c e  
--why w e  were wandering i n  c i r c l e s  o r  i f  t h e  l e a d e r s  
a c t u a l l y  knew what was t a k i n g  p l ace .  Th i s  i s  t h e  reason 
why I normal ly  t r i e d  t o  give t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  o f  what was 
t a k i n g  p l a c e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  company. So t h a t  t hey  would 
have some i d e a  of t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and what 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was about .  

I informed t h e  e n t i r e  company t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i -  
gence r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  V i l l a g e .  I t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  
e s t i m a t e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  VC B a t t a l i o n  w a s  somewhere 
between 250 and 280 and t h a t  I d i d  n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  I t o l d  them t h a t  w e  
would probably be  outnumbered f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  two t o  one 
and t h a t  w e  cou ld  expec t  t h e  l and ing  zone t o  b e  h o t  a s  t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  touched down on t h e  l and ing  zone. 

Prev ious  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
had been t h a t  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t o  s e c u r e  
numerous weapons was t h e  l a c k  of  agg res s iveness  of t h e  
t roops  t o  c l o s e  q u i c k l y  and r a p i d l y  w i th  t h e  enemy and 
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p i c k  up t h e  weapons. The re fo re ,  t h e  men, women, o r  
c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o t h e r  VC s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  could p i ck  up 
t h e  weapon and g e t  away. So, I emphasized t h a t  aggress ive-  
n e s s  of c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  enemy and i n s u r i n g  t h a t  t hey  d i d  
n o t  by pas s  any bunkers o r  any enemy p o s i t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
thoroughly checking them f i r s t ,  e i t h e r  by sending  i n  a 
t u n n e l  r a t  o r  a s k i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  come o u t ,  and 
c l e a r i n g  t h e  bunkers w i t h  hand grenades ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  enemy 
could n o t  pop up behind them and shoo t  them i n  t h e  back 
o r  engage them from t h e  r e a r ,  a s  it had been done on o t h e r  
occas ions  when o t h e r  companies had conducted o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  
area. 

I was d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e  t h a t  w e  would make heavy 
c o n t a c t  t h a t  morning. I f e l t  t h a t  w e  would probably t a k e  
heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  I w a s  q u i t e  concerned about  it, and I 
t r i e d  t o  convey t h i s  same message t o  t h e  people  i n  C h a r l i e  
Company. I t o l d  them t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  weapons w e r e  
thoroughly c l e a n ;  t h a t  t hey  were c a r r y i n g  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  
l o a d  of ammunition; t h a t  t hey  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  hand grenades  
and l i g h t  a n t i - t a n k  weapons, such a s  t h e  M-72, and o t h e r  
equipment t h a t  i s  normally u t i l i z e d  i n  a combat a s s a u l t  
ope ra t ion .  

I t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  p l an  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
t h a t  an a r t i l l e r y  p rep  would b e  f i r e d  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ,  beginning  a t  0720 hours  i n  t h e  morning; t h a t  t h e  
s h i p s  would land  on to  t h e  LZ a t  0730 hours--I used a 
s t i c k  o r  a shove l  t o  more o r  less draw t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  
l and ing  zone on t h e  ground and where t h e  v i l l a g e  was l o c a t e d ;  
and t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  would be  u t i l i z e d  a s  t h e  a s s a u l t  
p la toon  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  o n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h a t  t hey  
would t a k e  t h e  r ight-hand s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  sweeping t h e  
enemy o u t  t o  t h e  open a r e a  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The 2d P la toon  would sweep through t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and sweeF t h e  enemy o u t  i n t o  t h e  open on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 3d P la toon  would be  
u t i l i z e d  as a r e s e r v e  p l a toon ,  and they  would prov ide  r e a r  
s e c u r i t y  a t  t h e  l and ing  zone and,  i n  p rov id ing  rear s e c u r i t y ,  
could a l s o  be u t i l i z e d  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  developed,  e i t h e r  
t o  commit them on t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  They 
would a l s o  b e  u t i l i z e d  a s  t h e  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  team i n  
going through t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  people--  t h e  enemy--had 
been swept o u t .  They would go through and s e a r c h  t h e  
bunker complexes, t h e  t u n n e l s ,  t h e  houses ,  f o r  weapons, 
equipment and whatnot i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. I t h i n k  w e  have enough of t h a t .  I t h i n k  what 
y o u ' r e  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  y o u ' r e  s u r e  t h a t  your  people  
were b r i e f e d  on t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as you 
saw them a t  t h a t  t ime.  

(The wi tnes s  c o n f e r s  wi th  h i s  c i v i l i a n  counse l  .) 

A. The o t h e r  in format ion  t h a t  I r ece ived  from t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander was t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  would be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h a t  
t h e  reason  t h a t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was be ing  conducted a t  
0730  hours  i n  t h e  morning and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  be ing  p l aced  
on t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  0720  hours  i n  t h e  morning w a s  t h a t  t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and gone t t o  market ,  e i t h e r  a t  Son Minh o r  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g ,  you
and t h e  o t h e r  company commanders and o t h e r  commanders 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  by 
t h e  G 2  o r  somebody a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  G2 of  Task Force  
Barker? 

A. W e  r ece ived  a b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  a r ea .  I t  was l o c a t e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  and we 
w e r e  informed t h a t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  o n t o  t h e  LZ a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  would be  accompanied by gunships  which would prov ide  
suppres s ing  f i r e  on to  t h e  LZ. 

(The wi tnes s  con fe r r ed  w i t h  h i s  counse l .  ) 

I r e c e i v e d  p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  from Colonel  BARKER and 
ano the r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  a s  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  of t h e  
48th  VC B a t t a l i o n  be ing  l o c a t e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  from t h e  S2. 

Q Did they  i n d i c a t e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  S2 o r  --and/or 
Colonel  BARKER, t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  48th B a t t a l i o n  w a s  suspec ted  
t o  be  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  They d i d .  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  an o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  e i t h e r  
by t h e  S3 o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  you and t h e  o t h e r  commanders? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  We d id .  

Q. When d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h a t ?  
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A.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  day p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  
combat a s s a u l t .  

Q- Did anybody else t a l k  t o  you? 

A. The b r i g a d e  commander, Colonel HENDERSON, was t h e r e ,  
and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  two o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  was t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r  was n o t  a g g r e s s i v e  enough 
i n  c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  enemy. The re fo re ,  w e  were l e a v i n g  t o o  
many weapons and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  enemy s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  area, 
a s  they  r e t r e a t e d ,  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  would 
p i ck  up t h e  weapons and run and t h e r e f o r e  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d  t o  where t hey  had k i l l e d  a VC t h a t  t h e  
weapon would be  gone. H e  emphasized t h a t  he  wanted t h e  
t r o o p s  t o  b e  aware o f  t h i s  and t h a t  t hey  should  be  a g g r e s s i v e  
i n  c l o s i n g  w i t h  and d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  enemy. 

Q. W a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d ,  i n  any of your b r i e f i n g s ,  
which might have l e d  t o  e x t r a  s t r o n g  s u p p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A. Other t h a t  the-- it was a l s o  s t a t e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
by Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  a l s o  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  would be  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
0700 hours  and t h e y  would be gone t o  market.  And t h i s  48th 
VC B a t t a l i o n  would b e  l o c a t e d  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  and t h i s  should  
probably be  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  Task Force Barker  e lements  
would have t o  go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  s i n c e  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
in format ion  po in ted  t h a t  t hey  would be  t h e r e  and w e  had a 
good chance of  za tqh ing  them and engaging them i n  corrbat. 

Q. Where i s  t h e  market used by t h e  people  of t h e  -
v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  From t h e  in format ion  t h a t  I r ece ived  t h e  market 
t h a t  t hey  would b e  going t o  would e i t h e r  be  a t  Son Tinh o r  
Quang Ngai. 

Q. Would you d e s c r i b e  your  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h e  fo l lowing  day? I may i n t e r r u p t  you from 
t ime t o  t i m e  t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s  as you proceed.  

A ,  The day fo l lowing  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  My 
La i  ( 4 ) ?  

Q. No. The morning of  t h e  1 6 t h  when t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  took p l ace .  
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A .  Yes, s ir ,  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  t h a t  we were t o  make t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t  o u t  o f  
t h e  p i c k  up zone a t  LZ D o t t i e .  The command group was r i d i n g  
i n  t h e  f o u r t h  s h i p ,  t h e  f o u r t h  s h i p  i n  t h e  vee of  e i g h t  o r  
n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  were be ing  provided f o r  t h e  bombat 
a s s a u l t .  W e  depar ted  t h e  l and ing  zone, o r  r a t h e r  t h e  pick-  
up zone a t  LZ D o t t i e  and s t a r t e d  o f f  i n  a  wester ly--a  
sou thwes t e r ly  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  LZ ,  This i s  so  t h a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' l l  i n t e r r u p t  you a moment. Do 
you r e a l l y  mean it was sou thwes t e r ly?  Why d o n ' t  you r e f e r  
h e r e  t o  t h e  map which we have f o r  use  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n ?  

(The wi tnes s  u t i l i z e d  E x h i b i t  MAP-1. ) 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  we s t a r t e d  o f f  from LZ D o t t i e ,  t h a t  was 
t h e  p i ck  up zone, and w e  p icked up i n t o  a  sou thwes t e r ly  d i r e c -  
t i o n .  

Q. Okay. 

A .  The reason be ing  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  f i r i n g  
from LZ Up t igh t  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  would n o t  be i n  t h e  
gun- t a rge t  l i n e  between t h e  l and ing  zone and LZ Upt igh t .  
The u l i t m a t e  reason  f o r  doing t h i s  was t h a t  i f  any VC e lements  
w i t h  any t y p e  o f  r a d i o  communications equipment, would s e e  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  l i f t i n g  from LZ D o t t i e ,  and it w a s  more 
o r  l e s s  l i k e  a f e i n t ,  s o  a s  t o  make them t h i n k  t h a t  w e  were 
moving i n t o  ano the r  d i r e c t i o n .  

We proceeded.f rom LZ D o t t i e  and s t a r t e d  t o  make 
t h e  swing around i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  (moving h i s  f i n g e r  a long  
g r i d  6 3  down from LZ D o t t i e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  g r i d  l i n e s  t hen  i n  
a h a l f  c i r c l e  over  t o  g r i d  l i n e  71 up nea r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ) .  I 
could  see t h e  a r t i l l e r y  be ing  p l aced  o n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I s a y  
t h i s  because I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  would be p laced  
on t h e  v i l l a g e  and a s  we s t a r t e d  t h e  swing, I could look o u t  
t h e  door of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and I could  see t h e  rounds l and ing  
and t h e  smoke, and it appeared l i k e  t hey  were h i t t i n g  r i g h t  
on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Now where w e r e  you a t  t h e  t ime you could s e e  it 
h i t  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  I w a s  r i d i n g  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  f o u r t h  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  
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Q. A t  an approximate range of how many k i lometers?  

A. I t  would be  roughly 7 k i lometers ,  sir.  S i x  . 
o r  seven k i lometers .  I do not  know t h e  exact  rou te .  T h a t ' s  
a  rough es t ima t ion .  I do no t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  land- 
mark t h a t  w e  flew over.  I d id  know t h a t  a s  w e  Came i n  w e  
crossed t h e  r i v e r  and then  s t a r t e d  our approach i n t o  t h e  
landing zone. A s  we s t a r t e d  our approach i n t o  t h e  landing 
zone t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships began t h e  suppressing f i r e .  
That i s ,  t h e  miniguns were f i r i n g ,  t h e  40  m i l l i m e t e r ,  the 
rockets ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  2.75 rockets  on t h e  gunships.  
The gunships were f i r i n g ,  p lac ing  suppressing f i r e  on both 
s i d e s  of t h e  landing zone, t h e  landing  zone being a small  
r i c e  f i e l d  loca ted  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  w e  got 
o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  landing zone--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How f a r  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t h e  ' 
LZ? 

A. The LZ from t h e  v i l l a g e  would be approximately 
t o  t h e  f a r t h e s t  p o i n t ,  about 150 meters--a r i c e  f i e l d  
r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Now, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  to,
t h e  gunships,  t h e s e  were t h e  gunships t h a t  supported t h e  
a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Correc t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s  being t h e  s l i c k  
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t h e  ones t h a t  f e r r i e d  t h e  t roops.  A l s o ,  as w e  
came i n ,  t h e  doorgunners on t h e  ou t s ide  were a l s o  f i r i n g  
t h e i r  M-60 machineguns from t h e  s l i c k  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  p l ac ing  
suppressing f i r e  on t o  t h e  LZ. The LZ was loca ted  r i g h t  
ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Approximately, I would say ,  t h e  f u r t h e s t  
p o i n t  t o  t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  L Z ,  would be 150 meters.  

A s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  touched down, we jumped out .  
They l i f t e d  o f f .  I d i d  no t  i n i t i a l l y  hear  any rounds t h a t  
sounded l i k e  incoming f i r e .  My i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  t a s k  
fo rce  3 was t h a t  t h e  LZ was co ld ,  and about t h a t  t i m e  one 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  broke i n  and repor ted:  "Negative, 
negat ive.  The LZ i s  ho t .  You a r e  r ece iv ing  f i r e .  We a r e  
rece iv ing  f i r e .  W e  a r e  engaging t h e  enemy s o l d i e r s  with 
weapons running from t h e  v i l l a g e .  '' 

Q. Was t h i s  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. This  was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  
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Q. On t h e  very  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A .  On t h e  very f i r s t  l i f t .  The f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  
touched down, t h e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  came i n t o  
t h e  l and ing  zone. I was r i d i n g  on t h e  f o u r t h  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q- A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  into evidence 
a Log of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o nwi th  a d a t e  of  16 March 1968. 

RCDR: The A m e r i c a 1  l o g  of  16 March 1968 is e n t e r e d  i n t o  
ev idence  and marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-6 .  

10:  For  your  b e n e f i t  I w i l l  r e ad  from t h i s  l o g  and I 
w i l l  show it t o  you. This  e n t r y :  " l l t h ,  C/1/20, combat as-
s a u l t ,  f i r s t  l i f t  PZ 0715, LZ BS 711791, LZ co ld .  Second 
l i f t ,  PZ 0715, LZ h o t ,  r ece ived  f i r e  from s o u t h e a s t  of LZ." 
I show you t h i s  e n t r y  i n  t h e  l og .  

( I0  handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

So, as f a r  a s  you know, it was i n i t i a l l y  a co ld  
L Z ,  b u t  I t h i n k  you in t ima ted  t h a t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  it 
tu rned  from a c o l d  LZ t o  a h o t  LZ when you s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e  o r  a t  l e a s t  you were informed t h a t  you were r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  w e  came i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  w e  disembarked 
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  
i n i t i a l  c rack  o r  t h e  f a m i l i a r  sound of a b u l l e t  whining n e a r  
o r  be ing  s h o t  a t  me. I r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3 t h a t  t h e  
a r e a  w a s  co ld .  But s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
r e p o r t e d :  "Negat ive ,  nega t ive .  The LZ i s  h o t .  You a r e  
r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  W e  a r e  t a k i n g  f i r e .  There  a r e  VC wi th  
weapons running from t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  a r e  engaging now." 
Words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  of t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  command and c o n t r o l ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  was Colonel  BARKER, t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  commander. 

Q. And where was h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  l o c a t e d ?  

A. I do n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of where it was 
l o c a t e d .  Normally they  a r e  l o c a t e d  somewhere above t h e  
l and ing  zone o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r ea .  
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Q. But he d i d  con t ro l  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  from h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r .  He was no t  back a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  b u t  he was t h e r e  
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  opera t ion  a t  t h i s  po in t?  

A. Yes, sir. He was somewhere i n  t h e  a i r .  

(The wi tness  conferred with c i v i l i a n  counsel .  ) 

S i r ,  i n  going i n t o  a  landing zone t h e  s tandard  
procedure f o r  t h e  t a s k ' f o r c e  was t h a t  we would have one 
r a d i o  s e t  on t h e  company command frequency. We would 
have one r a d i o  s e t  on the  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  command 
frequency. This was normally monitored and c o n t r o l l e d  by 
t h e  S3 a t  t h e  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  cen te r  and could a l s o  
be monitored by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  However most of t h e  t ime t h a t  
I knew Colonel Frank BARKER a s  a t a sk  fo rce  commander, he 
e i t h e r  c a r r i e d  one o r  two rad ios .  He had no type of console ,  
pe r  s e ,  t h a t  he could monitor two t ransmiss ions  and switch a 
but ton  and t a l k  on one. So I d id  n o t  know what type  of 
communications he had. There was a l s o  another  r a d i o  t h a t  
was s e t  on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  air-ground n e t  and t h i s  i s  u t i l i z e d  
a s  we come i n t o  t h e  LZ. The gunships can t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  
company commander and t h e  company commander can t a l k  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  gunships. The t a s k  f o r c e  commander o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander, who i s  above t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  can break i n  and 
t a l k  t o  e i t h e r  one of them. This i s  a good means of con t ro l -
l i n g  t h e  gunships and t h e  people on t h e  ground. 

Q Coloi-iel BARKER d id  not  have a console of any v a r i e t y ?  

A. I f  he  d i d  have a  console ,  it was n o t  one t h a t  I 
know o f .  I t  was e i t h e r  homemade o r  one t h a t  was made by 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army t h a t  would f i t  i n t o  a command and 
con t ro l  h e l i c o p t e r  l i k e  I have seen now a t  F o r t  Benning 
and t h e  ones t h a t  they a r e  now g e t t i n g  i n  Vietnam. I f  he 
had any type  of r a d i o  equipment, it was a PRC-25 o r  he had 
a hand set. I know t h e  many times I was with him i n  h i s  
command and con t ro l  h e l i c o p t e r  he would only have one, o r  
poss ib ly  two PRC-25's. 

9 From t h e  ground were you a b l e  t o  con tac t  D o t t i e  
d i r e c t l y ,  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir.  I could con tac t  LZ ~ o t t i efrom t h e  
landing zone. 
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Q. Did you do it d i r e c t  o r  d i d  you have t o  go through 
a r e l a y  s t a t i o n ?  

A. It  w a s  d i r e c t  communication, sir. 

Q. You had no problem wi th  communication t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ?  

A. I had no problem w i t h  communication from t h e  land-
i n g  zone, from My L a i .  Now t h e r e  w e r e  i n s t a n c e s  where t h e  
u n i t s  were o p e r a t i n g  a long  t h e  Batangan Peninsu la  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t o  t h e  east  of  My L a i  and t o  t h e  
sou th  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  where communications became d i f f i c u l t  
and w e  had t o  u s e  a r e l a y  s t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  weapons p l a toon  
of one of  t h e  companies s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ Upt igh t .  I do n o t  
remember u t i l i z i n g  t h a t  r e l a y  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q How long  b e f o r e  you went i n t o  t h e  LZ had t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  l i f t e d ?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  l i f t e d  a matter o f  minutes 
b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t e d  i n t o  ou r  f i n a l  approach on t h e  l and ing  zone. 
I do n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  t ime.  I would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  it would 
have been approximately  1 minute. I t  was l i f t e d  a s  we 
s t a r t e d  o u r  f i n a l  approach and t h e  gunships  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  
run  i n  f o r  t h e  suppres s ing  f i r e .  

Q Do you know t h e  p l an  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 
How long it w a s  t o  l a s t ?  How many t u b e s  were f i r i n g ?  How many 
rounds w e r e  t o  be  f i r e d ?  

A. I am n o t  s u r e  of t h e  number of  rounds.  I could 
t a k e  a guess  a t  t h e  number of t u b e s  because I ' v e  been s t a t i o n e d  
on LZ Up t igh t  and I knew t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  on ly  f o u r  105 
m i l l i m e t e r  howi tzers  t h a t  a r e  i n  De l t a  B a t t e r y  of  t h e  6/11 
A r t i l l e r y  a t  LZ Upt ight .  And from what I unders tand  t h e  t y p e  
of  a r t i l l e r y  -- I do n o t  know t h e  number of  rounds t h a t  
were f i r e d .  The LZ was prepped u t i l i z i n g  fused  VT and 
HE qu ick .  I do know t h a t  a s  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  f i n a l  approach,  
I could see t h e  exp los ion  of t h e  rounds.  The d i r t  and d e b r i s  
coming up, I looked on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I could  s e e  t h e  
f l a s h e s .  I can n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  say  whether  t h e y  were fused  
VT.or  w e r e  a s s a u l t  HE qu ick ,  but--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who was a d j u s t i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p
t h a t  morning? 
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A. I t  would probably have been a se rgean t  i n  charge 
of the--whose d u t i e s  were t h a t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  i n  any o t h e r  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q .  Well, d i d  Colonel BARKER normally c a r r y  a forward 
observer  with him t o  a d j u s t  h i s  f i r e  i n  of preps? 

A. Yes, sir.  Normally on a combat a s s a u l t  he kep t  
somebody t o  a d j u s t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  onto t h e  LZ.  A t  one time 
he d id  have an a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  La te r  on a l l  he 
had, I b e l i e v e ,  was a se rgean t  E6 who was a c t i n g  a s  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and I ' m  assuming t h a t  he i s  t h e  
one t h a t  ad jus ted  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  onto t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  How many people were i n  your command and c o n t r o l  
group and who werd they? 

A. I be l i eve  t h a t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t  t h e  people i n  
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  group, t h a t  were i n  t h e  f o u r t h  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  were myself, t h e  company commander, t h e  two r a d i o  
operators--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Did you have two rad ios  o r  two 
opera tors  and one rad io?  

A .  I had two r a d i o  opera to r s  and two r a d i o s .  One 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  command n e t  and t h e  o the r  was i n  t h e  t a sk  
f o r c e  n e t .  The a r t i l l e r y  forward observer ,  a second 
l i e u t e n a n t  assigned t o  t h e  company, and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  r a d i o  
telephone opera tor .  I normally p lace  h i s  r a d i o  i n  t h e  a i r -  
ground n e t .  See, he was not  normally a d j u s t i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  
And, I had t h e  s e n i o r  medic of t h e  company, a t o t a l  of s i x  men. 

Q. They normally s tayed with you as  a  command and 
c o n t r o l  group throughout your opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. Then a s  t h e  second l i f t  came i n ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  when PFC o r  Spec 4 BERNHARDT joined me and he 
was a c t i n g  a s  t h e  demoli t ions and booby t r a p  man f o r  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  group. 

Q. Your f i r s t  l i f t ,  what combat element d i d  it 
b r i n g  i n ?  

A. The f i r s t  l i f t ?  

Q. Yes. 
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A. The combat e lements  it brought  i n  were t h e  e lements  
from t h e  1st Pla toon and t h e  command and c o n t r o l  group and 
p o s s i b l y  p a r t  of  t h e  2d P la toon ,  s i r .  

Q Go on,  p l e a s e .  

A .  Normally t h e  a i r c r a f t  ca rgo  load  is  about  s i x  
people .  There might have been a couple , -of  people  from t h e  
2d  P la toon  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q - What were you us ing  t h a t  morning, H models o r  S? 

A. U H - 1 D ' s  and s l i c k s .  

Q. Go on wi th  your s t o r y ,  p l e a s e .  

A. We landed a t  t h e  l and ing  zone. I r e p o r t e d  it co ld .  
The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s a i d ,  "Negat ive ,  i t ' s  h o t .  W e  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  
f i re .  People  a r e  running from t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  weapons. We 
a r e  engaging them." -1 immediately r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  LZ was h o t .  They were t o  inform t h e i r  
people  t o  move w i t h  extreme c a u t i o n  and t o  be  c a r e f u l ,  t o  check 
every  h o l e  and t o  g e t  moving. I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  l and ing  zone and wai ted  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  t o  
s t a r t  coming i n .  A f t e r  t hey  made t h e i r  f i n a l  approach,  I 
popped smoke t o  mark t h e  l a n d i n g  zone and d i r e c t i o n  of wind 
and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and d i scha rged ,  what I b e l i e v e  by 
t h a t  t ime ,  was t h e  remainder of t h e  company. I only had 
100 o r  105 people .  

Q - You had only two l i f t s  t o  move i n  t h e  company? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I had 105 people  f o r  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t ,  s o  i f  I had e i g h t  o r  n i n e  h e l i c o p t e k s  t h e n  an a i r -
c r a f t  c a rgo  l o a d  w a s  s i x ,  I could have done it i n  two l i f t s ,  
s ir .  A s  soon a s  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  was i n  on t h e  l and ing  zone t h e  
1st and 2d P la toons  s t a r t e d  proceeding  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The 3d P la toon  had t aken  up a s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  of t h e  LZ t o  t h e  r e a r  of m e .  I moved from t h e  l and ing  
zone t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  which was t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  l a n d i n g  zone and t h a t ' s  where I e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  command 
p o s t .  Now t h e  reason I remained i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  was t h a t  
many t imes  du r ing  ou r  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  w e  had ope ra t ed  w i t h  
one p l a t o o n  and from l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  i n  Vietnam, from N C O ' s  
and o f f i c e r s  who had been i n  Vietnam, w e  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  
b e s t  way t o  c l e a r  a v i l l a g e  i s  t o  send a sweep team through 
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very rap id ly  and f a s t  pushing everybody o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and c l e a r i n g  a s  many people o u t  of t h e  hootches a s  we poss ib ly  
could,  g e t t i n g  them a l l  o u t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Then our search  teams would s t a r t  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  
searching i n  each ind iv idua l  hootch, o r  house, o r  s t raw house, 
t h e  tunnel  complexes, t h e  bunkers, and whatnot, being very 
methodical and c a r e f u l  about it. Then t h e  3d Platoon was 
going t o  fol low through and we were then going t o  burn t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a s  p e r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I had received.  

Who i s sued  those  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you? 

A .  Colonel BARKER i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  burn and des t roy  
t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t o  des t roy  any l i v e s t o c k ,  water b u f f a l o ,  p i g s ,  
chickens; and t o  c l o s e  any we l l s  t h a t  we might f i n d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  r eg ress  f o r  j u s t  a minute. Come back 
t o  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h .  Did you 
have a combat order  i s sued  t o  you i n  w r i t t e n  form? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q - Did you rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning what 
you were t o  do with t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion when you burned 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d id  no t  rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  what 
t o  do with any c i v i l i a n  populat ion.  From what I was t o l d  
t h e r e  would be  no c i v i i i a n  populace i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Any 
men, any women and c h i l d r e n ,  would be gone t o  market a t  
0700  hours.  

Q. No plans  were made t o  t a k e  ca re  of t h e s e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r s  t h a t  might have been o u t  t o  market and 
come home t o  a burned v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir.  There were no p lans  made. There were no 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued  t o  me as  t o  what t o  do i n  case  t h e r e  were 
any c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- Would you ques t ion  Colonel BARKER'S d i r e c t i v e  t o  
burn t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  not .  I asked him i f - - he  t o l d  me 
t o  b u m  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and water  
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b u f f a l o ,  p igs  and chickens,  and whatnot,  and t o  c l o s e  t h e  
w e l l s ,  t h e  reason being t h a t  t h i s  was a headquarters  of t h e  VC. 
The v i l l a g e  was t h e  headquarters  of t h e  48th VC Ba t t a l ion .  
W e  were going i n  t o  completely c l e a r  t h e  area  o u t  s o  t h a t  
they would no t  have a base  of opera t ions  t o  work from. 

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel.)  

Although, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  have any genera l  d i r e c t i o n s  
a s  t o  what t o  do with any c i v i l i a n  populace we might encounter ,  
t h e  normal procedure was f o r  any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  we d i d  
f i n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of opera t ions  of t h i s  type ,  was t o  i n s t r u c t  
them t o  move d i r e c t l y ,  e i t h e r  t o  one of t h e  province head-
q u a r t e r s ,  Son Tinh o r  Binh Son, and t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
advisor  of t h e  South Vietnamese Army t h e r e .  This  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  l i v e s t o c k  had been 
c l e a r e d  by Colonel BARKER w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  advisor--
t h e  ARVN s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  advisor  of t h e  province.  H e  normally 
conducted a l l  of h i s  coordinat ion with t h e s e  people e i t h e r  
a t  Son Tinh o r  Quang Ngai, and t h i s  had been c lea red  s ince  
it was a VC v i l l a g e  i n  a f r e e - f i r e  zone and t h e  o rde r  was 
given t h a t  it was t o  be c l e a r e d  o u t .  

Q T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  be s u r e  o f ,  t h a t  you were 
aware of t h e  procedures t h a t  had t o  be followed before  a 
v i l l a g e  was t o  be destroyed o r  burned. 

A. I ,  a t  no t ime i n  any opera t ion  o r  i n  Task Force 
Barker o r  any o t h e r ,  burned any v i l l a g e  without  f i r s t  
r eques t ing  permission from t h e  t a s k  force .  I would inform t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  3 o r  Colonel BARKER. They would i n  t u r n  go--have 
t o  go t o  province,  whether it was i n  Binh Son Province o r  
Son Tinh Province,  and they would have t o  g e t  ARVN, South 
Vietnamese Government's permission t o  e i t h e r  burn o r  des-
t r o y  a p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  W e  d i d  no t  do t h a t  on our  own. 

Q. I f  I am n o t  mistaken you mentioned Son Tinh o r  
Binh Tinh D i s t r i c t s ,  d i d  you not?  

A. Binh Son. 

Q These a r e  d i s t r i c t s  not  provinces? 

A. D i s t r i c t s .  
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Q. I n  this i n s t a n c e  are you s u r e  whether t h e  permiss ion  
came from Son Tinh o r  whether it came from t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  
a t  Quang Ngai? 

(The w i t n e s s  c o n f e r r e d  wi th  h i s  counse l . )  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  know e x a c t l y  who he d i d  c o o r d i n a t e  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  o r  who he  had g o t t e n  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from. I on ly  know what h e  t o l d  me .  

Q * . W e l l ,  w e  w i l l  come t o  t h a t  perhaps  l a t e r .  Proceed 
w i t h  your  s t o r y .  

A .  The command group w a s  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  on t h e  wes te rn  
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of some t r e e s  i n  a  hedge- 
row. The h e l i c o p t e r s  and gunships  were o r b i t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They w e r e  engaging VC t h a t  w e r e  f l e e i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
A s  t h e  t r o o p s  began pushing through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
began making f u r t h e r  sweeps o u t .  They r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a l a r g e  
group of  VC w e r e  f l e e i n g  toward t h e  e a s t  o r  toward t h e  c o a s t -  
l i n e .  And a p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason why B/4/3, was a i r  
l i f t e d  i n t o  a l and ing  zone e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  And t h i s  was 
t h e  p l an .  I n  c a s e  w e  encountered any r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  and t h e r e  w a s  any group t h a t  would be moving from t h e  
v i l l a g e  they  would b e  moving i n t o  an LZ b lock ing  p o s i t i o n .  
The combat a s s a u l t  o f  Bravo Company began, I d o n ' t  know what 
t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know how Colonel  BARKER determined a t  what 
t i m e  t o  s t a r t  it and a t  what t ime t o  end it. 

Q. The gapships you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  w e r e  t h e s e  t h e  
gunships  from t h e  combat a s s a u l t  u n i t  o r  t h e s e  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  o r  a  s c o u t  u n i t  t h a t  suppor ted  you? 

A. For  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  w e  had e i t h e r  e i g h t  
o r  n i n e  s l i c k s  t h a t  e i t h e r  came o u t  of Chu L a i  o r  Duc Pho, 
from one of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  companies o r  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s .  
W e  had gunships from Duc Pho, which I b e l i e v e  i s  t h e  178th  
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  which i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Sharks ,  be-
cause of t h e  sha rk  t e e t h  t h a t  a r e  p a i n t e d  on t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
gunships ,  and w e  w e r e  a l s o  suppor ted  by t h e  America1 aero-  
s c o u t  company o r  ae ro-scout  p l a toon .  They a l s o  have gunships  
and they  a l s o  have some s l i c k  h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  moving and 
employing one i n f a n t r y  p l a toon  which i s  c a l l e d  aero-scouts .  

Q. And they  always have some --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  OH-23's, I b e l i e v e ,  w i th  one p i l o t  
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and two machinegunners . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now do you r e c a l l  which of t h e s e  
groups,  whether it was t h e  aero-scouts o r  whether it was t h e  
Shark h e l i c o p t e r  gunships t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  people 
were moving o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do no t  know e x a c t l y  who i nd ica ted  o r  
which group i n d i c a t e d  it ,  t h e r e  were both type h e l i c o p t e r s  
i n  t h e r e .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel . )  

I do no t  know which gunship o r  which h e l i c o p t e r  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  LZ was h o t ,  o r  t h a t  we were r ece iv ing  
f i r e ,  and I a l s o  do no t  know which helicopter--which one of 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  people were f l e e i n g  
toward t h e  e a s t .  

Q Did they  g ive  you any idea  of t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
group and t h e  composition of t h e  group, whether they were 
VC o r  whether they were armed, c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  otherwise? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

(The witness  conferred with h i s  counsel.  ) 

The h e l i c o p t e r  gunships had engaged people t h a t  
were f l e e i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  They were armed and ca r ry ing  
weapons. 

Q You d o n ' t  know t h e  s i z e  of t h i s  group, t h e  group 
moving t o  t h e  e a s t ?  You r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  s i z e .  

Q. Fine.  Continue with your s t o r y .  About what 
t ime w a s  t h i s  now? You landed about 0730. 

A. This  i s  somewhere between a f t e r  we had landed, 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  was complete a t  07--

MR WEST: . ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  we can say t h i s ,  according 
t o  t h e  record  it was 0750. 

A. This  would be somewhere i n  between t h a t  and 
probably 0825  hours.  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  P lease  go ahead. 

A. Bravo company began t h e i r  combat a s s a u l t ,  and 
t h e  gunships began covering t h e  a rea  between my p o s i t i o n  
and t h e  surrounding a rea  around t h e  v i l l a g e  and they a l s o  
began providing cover f o r  B / 4 / 3 .  

The h e l i c o p t e r s  were marking various l o c a t i o n s  
where VC wi th  weapons were loca ted ,  were l y i n g ,  and I was 
sending--I had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make s u r e  t o  g e t  people 
over t o  those  a reas  t o  pick up t h e  weapons from t h e  VC s o  
t h a t  nobody e l s e  would g e t  them and g e t  away with t h e  wea-
pon. The 2d Platoon,  they had received a  repor t - - I  can 
show you on t h e  map. 

I 0  : Very w e l l .  

(The wi tness  poin ted  o u t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on Exhibi t  
MAP-1) 

A. Near My La i  ( 4 )  , r i g h t  he re .  There i s  a  small  
v i l l a g e  loca ted  nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  which appears t o  be covered 
by t h i s  t h i n g  he re ,  t h e r e  were two VC with weapons k i l l e d  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  The 2d Platoon was i n i t i a l l y  supposed t o  sweep 
through t h e  right-hand s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  pushing everybody 
o u t  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I did no t  want t o  send 
a-- , 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  The 2d Platoon was on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A.  On t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  excuse m e .  
The 2d Platoon was on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and I 
received a  r e p o r t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  was two 
VC with weapons k i l l e d  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d  n o t  
want t o  send one squad over i n  t h a t  a rea  because of t h e  open 
r i c e  f i e l d  between t h i s  v i l l a g e  and t h i s  o t h e r  one here.  
( I n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d id  no t  want t o  t ake  t h e  chance of having 
one squad pinned down by c ross  f i r e  from e i t h e r  My Lai ( 4 )  
o r  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  I thought t h a t  i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  
send t h e  e n t i r e  platoon.  They would be a b l e  t o  have b e t t e r  
f i r e  power and be a b l e  t o  a t  l e a s t  f i r e  and maneuver i n  case  
they met any r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  
o r  t h e  hedgerows i n  t h i s  a rea .  So I gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
2d Platoon l e a d e r  t o  begin moving h i s  2d Platoon and pick up 
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t hose  weapons t h e r e .  About t h i s  same time I had received 
another  t ransmiss ion  from another  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  they had 
a l s o  k i l l e d  o r  had engaged t h r e e  VC with  weapons, a  couple 
of them were ca r ry ing  some ammo boxes, running toward t h e  
southwest of My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a d i t c h ,  i n  t h i s  
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a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ;  t h a t  he ha'd engaged and k i l l e d  one 
VC with weapon and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  had dropped t h e  boxes and 
t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  engage t h e  o t h e r  f l e e i n g  VC. They 
were marking t h e  a rea  wi th  smoke. I dispatched one squad 
from t h e  3d Platoon which was i n  r e se rve  t o  s t a r t  moving 
over  toward t h i s  a r e a ,  wnich was not  very f a r  from my posi-
t i o n ,  t o  p ick  up t h e  weapon and. t h e  ammunition boxes. They 
could not  f i n d  t h e  loca t ion  s o  they s t a r t e d  coming back. 
The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  t h e  meantime had come back and re-
marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  and more o r  l e s s  hovered over  t h e  a rea  
u n t i l  they went back and secured t h e  weapon. 

Q Did they secure  t h e  weapon? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. How many weapons d i d  they secure?  

A. They secured one weapon and two ammo boxes with 
ammunition and we had picked up a couple o t h e r  weapons on 
t h i s  s i d e  over he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

There was one h e l i c o p t e r ,  an OH-23, with one p i l o t  
and two machinegunners, one on each s i d e ,  t h a t  was popping 
smoke i n  va r ious  a reas  throughout t h e  a rea  i n d i c a t i n g  where 
t h e r e  were more VC with weapons. He had radioed a couple of 
t imes t h a t  he had marked a l o c a t i o n  with smoke and t h a t  nobody 
had gone over t h e r e  t o  pick up t h e  weapons. About t h a t  time 
Major CALHOUN t h e  t a s k  fo rce  S 3 ,  informed me t h a t  t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  was marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  with smoke and t h a t  I should 
g e t  somebody over t h e r e  immediately. I informed him t h a t  I 
d i d  not  have anybody a t  t h a t  time t h a t  I could g e t  over 
t h e r e .  He s a i d  then t o  g e t  somebody over t h e r e  r i g h t  now 
and g e t  those  weapons. So I t o l d  him t h a t  I was going t o  go 
myself from my headquarters  element and pick up t h i s  one 
weapon. The f i r s t  l o c a t i o n  was approximately,  maybe 400 t o  
5 0 0  meters from my p o s i t i o n .  When I got  t h e r e  I d i d  no t  f i n d  
any weapons whatsoever. I found one man, a woman, and a 
c h i l d ,  and they had been k i l l e d ,  n o t  by small  arms f i r e ,  b u t  
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  40  mi l l ime te r  grenade round, o r  rocket  
f i r e  from poss ib ly  t h e  gunships,  because of t h e  way t h e  bodies  
were t o r n  up. Large p ieces  were missing from t h e  body t o  i n -
d i c a t e  t h a t  it was done by shrapnel  and no t  by small  arms. I 
moved from t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t o  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was hover-
i n g  over a VC wi th  weapon. I went t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  and as  I 
approached t h e  l o c a t i o n  he s t a r t e d  moving back approximately 
1 0 0  t o  150, I ' guess ,  meters from t h e  l o c a t i o n  where he was 
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hover ing  over  where h e  s a i d  t h e r e  was a VC w i t h  weapon. A s  
I approached t h e r e  was a smal l  i n c l i n e  and ano the r  t r a i l .  
There was a r ice f i e l d ,  and as I approached I n o t i c e d  t h a t  
i t  was a woman and t h e r e  w a s  no weapon. I d i d  n o t  s e e  a  
weapon, a s  h e  had i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  h e  had 
marked and t h a t  h e  was hover ing  over  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a 
weapon. I tu rned  around and I s t a r t e d  t o  l e a v e  and ,  a s  I 
tu rned  around,  I saw h e r  arm s t a r t i n g  t o  move and t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  t h a t  went through my mind was she  e i t h e r  has a weapon 
o r  hand grenade and -you  damn f o o l  you 've  t u r n e d  your  back 
on h e r  and you've had it. I immediately spun and I f i r e d  
two s h o t s .  I assume, I do n o t  know, t h a t  I k i l l e d  h e r .  
From there--  

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I s t o p  you he re?  May I 
i n t e r j e c t  h e r e  j u s t  a minute? On t h e  use  of  smoke, what i s  
t h e  b r igade  SO1 o r  SOP, s a y ,  concerning t h e  u se  of  smoke f o r  
marking? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  SOP f o r  t h e  
use  of  smoke w a s .  I know t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  they  s a i d  t h a t  
t hey  would mark l o c a t i o n s  of VC wi th  weapons w i t h  smoke and 
t h e y  used any c o l o r  from w h i t e ,  r e d ,  green t o  yel low.  

Q .  Did they  a lso--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Even v i o l e t .  

Q. Did t h e y  a l s o  use  smoke t o  mark o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  
such a s  wounded s o l d i e r s ,  wounded noncombatants and s o  on? 

A. No, s ir .  I was--I'm n o t  aware of  any SOP t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  had t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  any use  o f  t h i s  t ype  of smoke. 

Q. Who d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  from? Did 
you g e t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  s c o u t  h e l i c o p t e r  
concerning t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you were t o  check i n t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  I t h i n k  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  
would have been back t o  Major CALHOUN, and he  was t h e  one who 
t o l d  me t h a t  t hey  w e r e  marking wi th  smoke. 

(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  x i t h  h i s '  counse l .  ) 

I heard  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  complain- 
i n g  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  S3--to t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3, t h a t  t hey  were 
throwing smoke throughout  t h e  a r e a  and nobody was g e t t i n g  o v e r  
t h e r e  t o  p i c k  up t h e  weapons. 
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(2 I ' d  l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  one p o i n t .  They s a i d  t o  
p ick  up t h e  weapons? Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  wounded o r  
noncombatants? 

A..  No, sir. There was none. 

Q. How many--you say i n  going i n t o  t h i s  a rea  you saw 
how many a d d i t i o n a l  people? 

A. Moving from my p o s i t i o n  t o  where I s h o t  t h e  woman? 

Q. Yes. 

A. There was a man, a woman, a c h i l d  and t h e  woman 
t h a t  I k i l l e d  o r  sho t .  

Q. There were four  t h e r e  then ,  a l l  t o l d ?  

A. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t ime,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Proceed with your d i scuss ion ,  p lease .  

A. Then we began moving back toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
approximately 800 meters away. A s  we were approaching t h e  
v i l l a g e  I rece ived  a . r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an ind iv idua l  t h a t  
had been wounded and as  I came up t o  where t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was 
I no t i ced  t h a t  he had been s h o t  i n  t h e  foo t .  I asked him 
what happened and asked him i f  he had sho t  himseif s i n c e  t h e  
wound was i n  t h e  f o o t .  He s a i d ,  "No s i r ,  I d i d  n o t . "  A t  
t h a t  time t h e r e  was an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  came up and s a i d ,  " I t  
w a s  an acc iden t .  I had borrowed h i s  . 4 5  t o  go through and 
check o u t  a tunne l  complex and when I came ou t  t h e  weapon 
was jammed. I gave it back t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  t o  c l e a r .  He 
s a i d  he  could c l e a r  it and a s  he d i d  it discharged and he was 
s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t . "  

Q. Referr ing  again t o  t h e  e x h i b i t  of t h e  log  (Exh ib i t  
M-6)--pardon me f o r  j u s t  one minute while  I read t h i s  and then  
I would l i k e  t o  v e r i f y  some th ings  t h a t  I am concerned about. 
The e n t r y  which i s  dated 1030 having t o  do with C / 1 / 2 0 .  " l l t h ,  
C/1/20, v i c i n i t y  BS716788 1025 hours 1 U . S .  WHA, evacuated 
e n l i s t e d  s h o t  i n  f o o t ,  has been dusted-off ."  Is t h a t  approxi-
mately t h e  c o r r e c t  t ime, t h i s  i s  a t  1025 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. S i r ,  I ' m  not  d e f i n i t e  of t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  t h a t  they 
dusted-off .  By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I go t  t h e r e  he had been t r e a t e d  
and bandaged. I t  only t akes  about 1 5  o r  20 minutes t o  g e t  
t h e  dus tof f  from Chu Lai t o  t h e  a rea  where we were loca ted .  
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I t  normally t a k e s  15  t o  20 minutes so. . . .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel . )  

No, sir. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  sho t .  A f t e r  I got  

t h e r e  I found o u t  t h a t  he had been sho t .  


10: I would l i k e  t o  have one blowup of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
p lease .  

I have he re  a  blowup, an a e r i a l  photo purpor t ly  
of t h e  hamlet of My La i  ( 4 ) .  I would l i k e  t h i s  en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record a s  evidence.  

RCDR: This  photograph i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked a s  Exh ib i t  P-45. 

10: I show you t h i s  and ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

I 

(I0 handed e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness .  ) 

W e  w i l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r ecess  whi le  t h e  wi tness  
is reviewing t h i s  photo,  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1533 hours ,  4 December 
1969. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1542 hours ,  4 December 
1969.) 

RCDR: Colonel WILSON has  joined t h e  hearing.  Captain 
RICHARDS is  n o t  with us a t  t h i s  t ime. A l l  o t h e r  persons 
who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed a r e  again  p resen t .  

I C  : The wi tness  w i l l  waive h i s  r i g h t  t o  have Captain 
RICHARDS here .  

10: Le t  t h e  record  s o  s t a t e ,  t h a t  a f t e r  review and 
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  obl ique a e r i a l  photo presented  t o  him, t h a t  
he does no t  recognize it a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet. 

RCDR z The record w i l l  s o  s t a t e .  

10: Captain MEDINA, approximately where i n  t h e  hamlet 
of My Lai  ( 4 )  d i d  you go t o  s e e  t h i s  s o l d i e r  who had been 
wounded i n  t h e  foo t?  Excuse me, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  
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h e  had been s h o t  i n  t h e  foo t .  You' indicated he had been 
sho t .  I f  you s a i d  i n  t h e  foo t  l e t  t h e  record s o  s t a t e .  

A. I s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  i n d i c a t e ,  he was sho t  i n  
t h e  f o o t .  The l o c a t i o n  where I went t o  where he was sho t  i n  
t h e  f o o t  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a small--there was a t r a i l  
junct ion ,  a t r a i l  t h a t  ran through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of my i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I had on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  And t h e r e  was a t r a i l  junct ion with a small  type-- 
t h e r e  was a small  Buddhist temple o r  whatnot, b u t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  a rea  t h a t  I went t o .  I t  i s  loca ted  on t h e  southwest 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Southwest s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Yes, sir. 

In  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

On t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. On t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Had he been 
wounded i n  t h a t  immediate v i c i n i t y ?  

A .  I do not  know, sir .  That is  where I f i r s t  saw 
t h e  ind iv idua l .  I d i d  not  know i f  he was wounded i n  t h a t  
immediate v i c i n i t y  o r  not .  

Q. How f a r  was t h i s  p o i n t  from your i n i t i a l  Char l i e  
Papa? ' 

A. I t  w i l l  have t o  be an es t ima t ion .  Maybe 150 
met,ers, sir ,  200 meters,  sir .  

Q. I have he re  a s e t  of photos which have a l ready 
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record.  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  
t h e s e  photos t o  s e e  i f  you have eve r  seen t h e  photos before.  
Not i f  you can recognize anything i n  t h e  photos b u t  whether 
you have ever  seen t h e  photos before .  

(The I0 handed t h e  photos t o  t h e  wi tness  . )  

They a r e  Exh ib i t  P-2 through P-25? 

RCDR: That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

A. Exhibi t  P-2. No, s i r .  
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E x h i b i t  P-3. No, sir. 

10: The o t h e r  one i s  on t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e .  Some o f  
them a r e  f r o n t  and back. 

A *  	 E x h i b i t  P-4. No, sir. 

.P-5. No, 	 sir.  

(Capta in  RICHARDS r e e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

Q. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  s ta te  t h a t  Captain  RICHARDS has  
r e e n t e r e d  as m i l i t a r y  counse l .  

A .  	 P-6. No, sir. 

P-7. No, sir. 

I C :  S i r ,  am I c o r r e c t  i n  a d v i s i n g  Captain  MEDINA t h a t  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  p u t  t o  him i s  whether h e  has  e v e r  s een  t h e  pho- 
tographs  b e f o r e ?  

10: 	 That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

A. 	 P-8. Y e s ,  sir.  

Would you l i k e  me  t o  s e p a r a t e  them? 

T h a t ' s  f i n e .  

P-9. No, sir.  

P-10. No, sir.  

- 1 .  N o ,  sir. 

P-12. No, sir. 

P-13. N o ,  s ir .  

P-14. N o ,  sir.  

P-15, I may poss ib ly  have seen t h i s  one on T.V.  
I 	d o n ' t  know. 

(Captain  RICHARDS l e a v e s  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

I have n o t  s een  an 8-by-5 of  t h i s ,  no, sir.  
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Q. I am 'not r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s i z e  of it o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  photo. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  to--I  w i l l  e n t e r  another 
one t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e  f o r  you. 

IC: The confusion i s  i f  he had seen it. For ins tance ,  
I know t h a t  t h i s  ran i n  L i f e  -magazine. I f  he  has  seen t h i s  
photograph i n  another  form do you want him t o  inform you of 
t h a t  f a c t ?  

I0: Yes. I have here  two a d d i t i o n a l  s e t s  of photos 
which have been entered  i n t o  t h e  record.  Might we p u t  t h a t  
one a s i d e  and we w i l l  come back t o  t h a t .  S h a l l  we complete 
t h a t ,  it was P-15. 

P-16. NO,  sir. 

P-17. NO, sir .  

P-18. NO, sir. 

P-19. No, sir. 

P-20. No, sir.  

P-21. NO, sir.  

P-22. NO, sir .  

P-23. NO,  s ir .  

P-24. No, sir.  

P-25. NO, sir.  

May I s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  P-15? 

Le t  t h e  record s o  s t a t e  t h a t  we a r e  looking a t  
p i c t u r e  P-15. The s e t  of photos which you have i s  a s e t  of 
black and whi te  photos t h a t  w e r e  repor ted  t o  have been taken 
by HAEBERLE, from t h e  PI0 detachment of t h e  br igade .  These 
a r e  t h e  b lack  and whi te  p i c t u r e s  which HAEBERLE had which were 
turned i n  t o  t h e  PI0 and came through o f f i c i a l  channels.  
HAEBERLE a l s o  was repor ted  t o  have taken a s e t  of colored 
photos. W e  have he re  a s e t  of black and whi te  p i c t u r e s  from 
t h e  c o l o r  photos some of which appeared i n  t h e  L i f e  magazine 
a r t i c l e ,  which I am s u r e ,  f e e l  s u r e ,  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th .  
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I C :  I am.  I t h i n k  t h e  r eco rd  should  r e f l e c t  t h a t  h e  
had n o t  s een  t h e  L i f e-a r t i c l e .  

10: You have n o t  s een  t h e  L i f e  a r t i c l e ?  

A. I have n o t  s een  t h e  L i f e-ar t ic le ,  s ir .  

Q- I n  looking  a t  t h e s e  photos which I am g i v i n g  you 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e ,  you may review them. You w i l l  n o t e ,  
and I would l i k e  you t o  t e l l  m e ,  whether ,  b e f o r e ,  when you 
were i n  South Vietnam, you saw any o f  t h o s e  photos?  

A. P-26. I guess  it i s  P-26? 

Q- Y e s .  

A. P-26. No, sir. 

(Witness con fe r r ed  w i t h  h i s  counse l .  ) 

P-27. No, sir. 

P-28. No, sir.  

P-29. No, sir. 

P-30. No, sir. 

P-31. No, sir.  

P-32. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  s o  s ta te  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had seen  t h e  photo P-32. 

A. S i r ,  you s a i d  b e f o r e  i f  I had seen  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e t  a t  any t i m e  w h i l e  I w a s  i n  South Vietnam. 

Q- Right  . 
A. The answer t o  P-32 i s  t h a t  I have n o t  s een  it w h i l e  
I w a s  i n  South Vietnam. I t h i n k  I saw it i n  Time magazine. 

P-33. No, sir.  

P-34. No, sir. 
I 
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(Captain  RICHARDS r e e n t e r s  h e a r i n g  room.) 

I C :  L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  Captain  RICHARDS has a 
t r i a l  a t  F o r t  Benning and t h e  w i tnes s  consen ts  t h a t  he  d e p a r t  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  s i n c e  h e  has t o  g e t  back. 

10: 	 The r e c o r d  w i l l  s o  s tate.  

(Captain  RICHARDS was excused and withdrew from 
t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

(The w i t n e s s  con£ e r r e d  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ) 

A. S i r ,  P-35, I d i d  n o t  s e e  wh i l e  I was i n  South 
Vietnam. However, I d i d  see t h i s  one on t e l e v i s i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a s t  month and P-15 which I had r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  as 
hav ing  s e e n ,  I have n o t  seen .  

P-36. No, 	 sir. 

P-37. No, 	 sir. 

P-38. No, 	 s ir .  

P-39. I b e l i e v e  I have seen  it i n  Time -magazine, 
b u t  n o t  i n  South Vietnam. 

P-40. I have seen  i n  T i m e  magazine and I b e l i e v e  
on t e l e v i s i o n ,  b u t  n o t  i n  South Vietnam. 

P-41. I have seen i n ,  I b e l i e v e  it was Time 
magazine. I have n o t  seen  t h i s  photograph w h i l e  I w a s  i n  
South Vietnam. 

P-42. I have n o t  seen .  

Q. I t h i n k  we can p u t  E x h i b i t  P-32 a s i d e ,  you i n d i -  
c a t e d ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  t h a t  you had p rev ious ly  seen  
t h a t  i n  Time magazine? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  o r  i n  a magazine. 

Q. 	 A magazine? 

A .  	 Y e s ,  s ir .  
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(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ) 

9- Would you e x p l a i n  how you had seen  t h e  p i c tu r - e  
numbered P-8 i n  South Vietnam? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  numbered P-8 i s  t h e  on ly  p i c tu re - -  
o u t  of a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I have seen  h e r e  t oday ,  it i s  t h e  
on ly  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I had seen  i n  South Vietnam. The photograph 
P-8 was p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion  Southern Cross 
newspaper. 

Q .  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  people  i n  photo P-8? 

A. The i n d i v i d u a l  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  i s  myself ,  
Capta in  MEDINA; t h e  o p e r a t o r  t h a t  i s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  on i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four th  Class-- 

(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  wi th  fiis counse l . )  

The i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  phot-  
graph wi th  c a p t a i n  b a r s  on h i s  helmet ,  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o ,  
i s  Captain MEDINA; t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  i s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o ,  
s t a n d i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  r i g h t  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four 
MURRAY; t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  of  S p e c i a l i s t  MURRAY, 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I recognize  him; t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
l e f t  c e n t e r ,  w i t h . h i s  helmet o f f ,  I d o n ' t  recall  h i s  name. 
However, h e  was t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  The i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  rear o f  
t h e  photograph,  whose f a c e  i s  n o t  showing, I do n o t  recognize .  
The i n d i v i d u a l  that appears  t o  be  i n  t h e  r i g h t  c e n t e r  of t h e  
photograph,  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  t h e  bandaged f o o t  
and t h e  medic i s ,  I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize ,  h i s  back i s  toward m e ,  
it might have been t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  The i n d i v i d u a l  
on t h e  l e f t  f r o n t  i s  t h e  company s e n i o r  medic, I do n o t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  t h e  bandage on h i s  
f o o t  and t h e  one t h a t  is  be ing  marked as having  had a  s h o t  
of morphine i s  CARTER. 

(The w i t n e s s  handed t h e  photo,  P-8, t o  t h e  10.) 

Q. Thi s  t h e n ,  w i l l  p u t  you i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  
i n  accordance wi th  t h e  evacua t ion  a t  somewhere between-- 
i t  G a s  indicated t h a t  he w a s  dusted-off  a t  about  1 0 2 5 .  

A. I f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h e  
w a s  dusted-off  a t  approximately  1025, I was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r  a s  t h e y  were g e t t i n g  ready t o  approach,  
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s o  it would be very c l o s e  t o  1025.. . 
A. A l l  r i g h t ,  good. May we g e t  t h e s e  back i n  o rde r ,  
p lease?  

RCDR: Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: W e  w i l l  t ake  an admin i s t r a t ive  break f o r  a few 
minutes. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1602 hours ,  4 December 
1969 . )  

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1613 hours ,  4 December 
1969.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : L e t  t h e  record r e f l e c t  t h a t  M r .  ALCH i s  absent  
and Colonel WILSON i s  absent .  Otherwise, a l l  persons who 
were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed a r e  again  p resen t .  

10: I have he re  an a e r i a l  photo,  taken from t h e  
v e r t i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e  a r e a  which I 
would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  i n t o  evidence.  

RCDR: This  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-1 l a t e r  t o  be anno-
t a t e d  by CPT MEDINA) i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record ,  and it w i l l  
be  marked a s  P-44. 

(The I0 handed t h e  photo, P-44, t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

I C :  May we know t h e  compass d i r e c t i o n s ?  

I 0 : The compass d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  nor th  t o  south.  This 
i s  Highway 521 he re ,  south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  you can p l a i n l y  
s e e  t h e r e  a r e  roads coming o u t  i n  t h e  same p a t t e r n .  

(The wi tness  conferred wi th  h i s  counsel . )  

MR WEST: Let  him answer t h e  ques t ion .  

I C :  , I asked him i f  he had ever  been over  My Lai a t  
t h i s  a l t i t u d e  and i f  he could recognize f a i r  r ep resen ta t ion  
o r  no t .  I am anxious t h a t  he use it t o  c l a r i f y  testimony 
f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

MR WEST: There should be no reason t h a t  he cannot use it 
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a s  a map of t h e  area .  

I C  : I f  you recognize it ,  you say so.  

A. No, I have no t  seen it from t h a t  vantage p o i n t ,  
o t h e r  than t h e  time w e  made t h e  reconnaissance and t h a t  was 
of f  a t  a d i s t ance .  

I0: Do you recognize the  t e r r a i n  o r  where your LZ w a s  
loca ted?  

A. No, s ir .  I do not .  

Q Do you recognize t h e  a rea  where you went over  t o  
t h e  south t o  pick up t h e  weapon from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  which 
subsequently turned o u t  t o  be a woman? 

A. I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  exact  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  
ground from t h e  a e r i a l  map he re .  However, I do b e l i e v e  t h e  
genera l  a r e a  was somewhere i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Would you use t h i s  pen t o  p u t  a do t  on t h e  s p o t  
and mark it wi th  t h e  number I? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Would you i n d i c a t e  what tha t - - I  would l i k e  t o  
know i f  you agree  t o  have t h e  record  s o  ind ica te - - tha t  
t h a t  i s  t h e  s p o t  where you saw t h e  woman with t h e  movement 
and where, when you were walking away, you had turned  and 
f i r e d  i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where I 
went t o  g e t  t h e  VC with weapon. 

Q - Would you a l s o  mark, with a f i g u r e  2 ,  a number 2 ,  
t h e  genera l  a rea  where you saw t h e  o t h e r  bodies? While you 
were going, as I r e c a l l ,  you saw t h r e e  o r  four  a d d i t i o n a l  
bodies.  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  That f i g u r e  2 shows t h e  s p o t  
where Captain M E D I N A ,  the general axes, vhere Captain MEDINA, 
had seen t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  bodies .  

Now, would you i n d i c a t e  with t h e  l e t t e r  3 ,  t h e  
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a r e a  where you were when t h e  photo' was taken with CARTER? I 
b e l i e v e  you ind ica ted  t h e  man's name was CARTER, who had s h o t  
himself i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q. Fine.  A l l  r i g h t .  Now, it t a k e s  a l i t t l e  time 
t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  b u t  we have you t h e r e  now about 1030 i n  t h e  
morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Give o r  t a k e  1 0  o r  15 minutes. Would you 
go ahead now and expla in  what t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. Once t h e  ind iv idua l  was dus ted-off ,  I proceeded t o  
move with my command group on down t h e  t r a i l ,  running from 
west  t o  e a s t ,  and then  I s t a r t e d  moving toward t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Would you mark t h e  course a s  you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Now, it w i l l  no t  be with p i n  p o i n t  accuracy on t h i s  
map. However I w i l l  mark t h e  r o u t e  from t h e  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was dusted-off .  

I C :  Do you want arrows t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
t r a v e l ?  

I0: Yes, t h a t  would be h e l p f u l .  

(The witness  d id  as d i r e c t e d .  ) 

10: A l l  r i g h t .  Now during this--about what time d id  
you a r r i v e  a t  t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  were out  i n  t h e  open a r e a  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere approximately, I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  
t i m e .  I t  was very c l o s e  t o  noon time. 

Q Yes? 

A. .And we had stopped t h e r e .  The other-- the l ead  element 
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had a l ready s t a r t e d  moving ac ross  t h e  open a r e a .  I t o l d  
them t o  hold up, s e t  up a s e c u r i t y ,  and t h a t  we would take  a 
lunch break.  We were having C-rations f o r  t h e  noon meal. 

Q When you passed through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  
anything which would cause you alarm? Did you see--give m e  
a count of t h e  VC t h a t  you saw o r  t h e  dead t h a t  you saw. 

A .  Approximately i n  t h i s  a rea  here? 

Q. I f  you w i l l  mark each of those  with succeeding 
numbers I would apprec ia te  it and t h e  record  w i l l  s o  i n d i c a t e .  

A. Now t h i s  might have come up a l i t t l e  more because 
t h i s  t r a i l  i s  very,  very predominant he re .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of number 4 it appeared t o  be a t r a i l  between two r i c e  f i e l d s .  
There appeared t o  be a group of poss ib ly  20 t o  2 4  men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  between the--on t h e  pathway 
t h e r e .  

On t h e  path? 

A. Yes, s i r .  There was one small  c h i l d  a t  t h e  i n t e r -
s e c t i o n  t h a t  had been h i t  i n  t h e  stomach. H i s  i n t e s t i n e s  
were pro t ruding  ou t .  He was dead, though. 

Q What d i d  t h i s  look l i k e  t o  you? 

A. I could no t  i n d i c a t e ,  because I d i d  n o t  examine 
t h e  bodies t o  what they had been k i l l e d  by, b u t  from tile 
ind iv idua l  t h a t  I had seen  before  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of number 
2 and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  and t h e  gunships,  I assumed 
t h a t  they  had e i t h e r  been k i l l e d  by small  arms o r  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  o r  f i r e  from t h e  gunships.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  
c h i l d  t h a t  I saw a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  had been sho t  by small  
arms f i r e  because it was a small  ho le ,  t h e  type  h o l e  with 
t h e  i n t e s t i n e s  pro t ruding  and it was not  one--I d i d n ' t  
t u r n  him over ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  see  what was i n  back 
of him, b u t  I assumed t h a t  it might have been from small  
arms f i r e .  

Q. How many, aga in ,  d id  you say were along t h e  road? 

A .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of number 4 and t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  I 
saw a t  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l  junct ion ,  it would be 
anywhere from 2 0  t o  2 4 .  
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Q .  
mag,azine? 

May I have t h e  s e t  of black and whi tes  from t h e  

(The recorder  handed t h e  photos t o  t h e  10.) 

I r e f e r  he re  t o  Exh ib i t  P-41,  does t h i s  have any 
resemblance t o  what you saw on t h e  road? 

( I 0  handed e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness . )  

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  it from t h i s  way. 

MR WEST: I have Exhibi t  M - 1  which has been introduced i n t o  
t h e  record ,  a copy of L i f e  magazine, 5 December 1 9 6 9 .  O n  
page 3 8  t h e r e  is a c o l o r  photograph corresponding t o  Exh ib i t  
P-41. 

(I0 handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A. I c a n ' t  say ,  yes ,  t h i s  was t h e  scene,  b u t  yes ,  
it was a scene very s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  one he re .  A s  I r e c a l l  
t h e  bodies  were not  s tacked up l i k e  t h a t .  I was maybe 25 t o  
50 meters away. I d id  n o t  count t h e  bodies ,  I es t ima te  from 
20 t o  2 4 .  The d i s t a n c e  t h a t  I viewed t h e  group of bodies  on 
t h e  t r a i l  between t h e  two r i c e  f i e l d s  was a t  a d i s t a n c e  of 
approximately 25 t o  50 meters.  

Q- What was t h e  name of t h e  platoon l e a d e r  who had 
your r i g h t  platoon? 

A. The platoon l e a d e r  of . t he  platoon on t h e  r i g h t ,  
t h e  southern por t ion  of My Lai  ( 4 )  was F i r s t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  o r  
Second Lieutenant  William CALLEY. 

Q =  Did you s e e  Lieutenant  CALLEY from t h e  time h i s  
p la toon came i n t o  t h e  LZ? When d i d  you next  s e e  him during 
t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I saw Lieutenant  CALLEY t h e  next  time during t h e  
opera t ion  a s  I e x i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There was a h e l i c o p t e r  
t h a t  had e i t h e r  h i t  a t r e e  o r  something and damaged t h e  r o t o r  
b lade  and t h e  chopper had come down, and as  I came o u t  i n  t h e  
open a r e a  I saw Lieutenant  CALLEY moving h i s  people and I 
h o l l e r e d  a t  him and t o l d  him t o  p u t  ou t  s e c u r i t y  around t h e  
chopper. 

Q. Where was t h e  chopper? 
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A .  I t  was i n  t h e  open a rea  a s  we came o u t .  I t  was i n  
t h e  open a r e a ,  I know t h i s .  I am marking t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e  chopper came down o r  h a l t e d ,  with a 5. 

Q. What type  of h e l i c o p t e r  was it, Captain MEDINA? 

A. I t  was an OH-23 with one p i l o t  and two machine-
guns, one on each s i d e .  

Q. Was it crashed? 

A .  No. The chopper came down and landed and they had 
go t t en  o u t  and were looking a t  t h e  s h i p .  I d i d n ' t  know whether 
t h e  s h i p  had been h i t  by small  arms o r  what. I had seen 
Lieutenant  CALLEY and I t o l d  him t o  spread h i s  people o u t  and 
provide s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  whi le  it was downed, and 
then  I saw t h e  p i l o t  and one of t h e  gunners examine t h e  r o t o r  
b lade .  I saw where it apparent ly  had h i t  a t r e e  branch o r  a 
t r e e  o r  something. They got  back i n ,  cranked t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
up and were a i rborne  again.  

Q. The r o t o r  b lade  had no t  ceased--had n o t  stopped 
turn ing ,  was s t i l l  tu rn ing?  

A. Yes. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  r o t o r  b lade  was s t i l l  t u r n i n g  
when I f i r s t  saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Did it s t o p  a t  any time? 

A. i am almost s u r e  t n a t  they stopped because they  
were examining t h e  r o t o r  blade.  

Q And t h i s  was approximately what time? 

A. Close t o  noon time, I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  I ' m  not  
d e f i n i t e  on t h e  time. 

Q. Did you s e e  any of t h e s e  people l eave  t h e  v i c i n i t y
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  No, sir.  They d i d  no t .  They checked, t h e  p i l o t  
and one machinegunner checked t h e  r o t o r  b lade  and they go t  
in t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and took off  aga in -

( M r .  ALCH reen te red  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

Q - Did you recognize t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. I recognized t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  as  an O H - 2 3 .  

Q. Did you recognize t h e  p i l o t  o r  any of t h e  occu-
pants?  

A. No, sir;  I d id  n o t  know t h e  p i l o t  o r  any of t h e  
occupants.  

Q U p  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time had you received any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Colonel BARKER o r  from t h e  G 3 ,  Major CALHOUN, 
t o  s t o p  burning i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  n o t  a t  any time rece ive  any i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t o  s t o p  burning o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you rece ive  any admonition o r  queri .es concern- 
ing  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants which may have been 
h i t ,  o r  been admonished t o  make s u r e  t h a t  you stopped k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A ,  During t h e  movement, I believe? from p o s i t i o n  3 
o r  i t  might have been t h e  v i c i n i t y  of--from 3 ,  I w i l l  mark t h e  
genera l  a r e a  w i t h  a 6 .  I t  was a f t e r  I had l e f t  t h e  area  
where t h e  k i d  was dusted-off .  Major CALHOUN, t h e  t a sk  force  
S 3 ,  n o t i f i e d  me t h a t  he  had received a r e p o r t  from a  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  t h a t  he thought some innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  
had heen  s h o t  and k i l l e d  and he t o l d  me t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  
was no t  being done. I n o t i f i e d  a l l  t h e  platoon l eader s  of t h e  
r a d i o  t o  make s u r e  and p u t  t h e  word o u t  t o  t h e i r  people t h a t  
i f  t h e r e  were any innocent  c i v i l i a g s ,  o r  any women and c h i l d r e n  
who were n o t  armed, make s u r e  they d i d  not  shoot  them. 

(The wi tness  conferred wi th  h i s  counsel.  ) 

Q.  Would you i d e n t i f y  t h e  p lace  where you f i r s t  met 
Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. I t  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  a rea  t h a t  I marked 
wi th  t h e  number 5. 

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  h e l i -  
cop te r?  

A. The chopper landed going toward t h e  e a s t ,  s o  I 
would say  t h a t  he  was r i g h t  h e r e ,  I guess.  
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Q. Would you mark t h a t  wi th  a number? 

A. The l o c a t i o n  where I b e l i e v e  I ' d  seen  Lieutenant'  
CALLEY I w i l l  mark with t h e  number 7 ,  and I was loca ted  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I marked with t h e  number 8 .  

Q. Where d i d  t h e  u n i t  have i t s  lunch break and what 
was t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  pu t  o u t  i t s  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. I w i l l  have t o  draw t h e  s e c u r i t y  p r e t t y  much i n  
t h e  rough. The 1st Platoon w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e ,  o u t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  ac ross  t h e  open a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  loca-
t i o n  where they were. 

Q. They were t o  t h e  e a s t  then? 

A. They were t o  t h e  e a s t .  

Q Put  down t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exact  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  they were t o  
t h e  e a s t  somewhere between he re  and t h e r e  and I ' v e  marked it 
with a  " 1 s t  Platoon." 

Q. They a r e  i n  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  and s o  f o r t h  f o r  your 
noon break? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t ' s  how they--you know they  were 
not  maybe i n  a s t r a i g h t  l ' ine  pos ture  o r  they were probably spread 
o u t .  I dcnlt k m w  e x a c t l y  where they were. 

Q. Where w a s  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. The 2d Platoon was on t h e  right-hand s i d e  some-
where between i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea  he re .  .I have marked on t h e  
le f t -hand s i d e  t h e  north-hand s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which I w i l l  
i n d i c a t e  wi th  t h e  "2d Platoon."  Again I do n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n  where they were. 

Q. Where w a s  your 3d Platoon a t  t h i s  time? 

A. The 3d Platoon was i n  t h e  r e a r .  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  exact  l o c a t i o n  of where t h e  p la toons  were, a s  I had them 
spread o u t ,  b u t  they were toward t h e  r e a r  of me somewhere. 
Within t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h i s ,  I guess.  I w i l l  mark t h a t  with 
t h e  "3d Platoon."  
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Q. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we recognize t h a t  you a r e  no t  giv-
i n g  t h e  exac t  p l o t ,  only a genera l  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  record w i l l  
s o  i n d i c a t e .  

A .  A very genera l  l o c a t i o n .  I was loca ted  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of the--which I w i l l  mark with t h e  number 9 .  
Now t h i s  i s  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where t h e  command group was when we 
broke f o r  chow. 

Q. When you saw Lieutenant  CALLEY, d i d  you ask him 
anything about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  how many c i v i l i a n s  
he  had seen k i l l e d ?  

A .  No, sir ,  I d id  no t .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counse l . )  

The i n i t i a l  i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  Major CALHOUN made as  
t o  t h e  chopper p i l o t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I had--that innocent  c i v i l i a n s  
o r  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  being s h o t ,  i n  my own mind was, I thought,  
prompted by t h e  query about a s ta tement  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  saying  t h a t  I s h o t  t h e  woman and I had n o t  seen any women 
o r  any c h i l d r e n ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  s h o t  o r  k i l l e d  and--

0. ( In te rpos ing)  You had n o t  seen them k i l l e d ?  You 
had seen t h e  bodies  though? 

A. The bodies  t h a t  I i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. Somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 24 t o  
2 8  up t o  t h i s  time? 

IA .  Yes, sir.  Anywhere between 20 t o  2 8 .  However, 
Major CALHOUN gave me t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  they 
were not  doing t h i s  and I put t h e  word out  t o  t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r s  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  people no t  t o  shoot  any innocent  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  o r  any innocent c i v i l i a n s  i f  they were n o t  armed. 

Q That o rde r  and d i r e c t i v e  was pu t  o u t  by you? How 
was it p u t  ou t?  

A .  I t  was p u t  ou t  over t h e  r ad io .  Over t h e  company 
command n e t .  

Q. There w a s  no doubt b u t  t h a t  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  
received t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  from you? 
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A. Yes, sir,. They a l l  rogered it, sir.  

Q. When you were pass ing  through t h i s  a rea  up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  a s i d e  from see ing  t h e  bodies ,  you had no t  seen 
any noncombatants t h a t  were sho t?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. That were sho t - - tha t  were i n  t h e  process  of being
shot?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  no t .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  approach t h e  a r e a  which you have 
marked a s  4 any c l o s e r  than  2 5  meters ,  i s  how you 
would exp la in  i t ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. You d id  n o t  phys ica l ly  inspec t  t h e  bodies? 

A. I d id  no t  phys ica l ly  . inspect t h e  bodies .  I d i d  
not  approach them any c l o s e r  than t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  I have 
already s t a t e d .  

Q. When you reported--when d id  you f i r s t  make your 
SITREP r e p o r t  t o  t h e  TOC a t  LZ Dot t i e  o r  t o  Colonel BARKER? 

A. What do you mean by SITREP r e p o r t ?  

Q. Your f i r s t  ope ra t ions  r e p o r t  saying  what your 
r e s u l t s  w e r e  up t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. 

A. Well, t h e r e  had been a continuous flow of i n f o r -
mation. The f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was s t a t e d - - S i r ,  it 
was s o  long ago t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  numbers. The f i r s t  
r e p o r t  was t h a t  t h e  LZ w a s  co ld  and then  -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I am r e f e r r i n g  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t  of enemy and f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. The f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  probably,  of any enemy casual -
t i e s  would have been somewhere between 0800 and 0830 and t h i s  
was, I b e l i e v e  a t o t a l  of 15. I ' m  not  d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e  of 
t h e  number. S i r ,  I have no t  r e f reshed  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any 
logs  t h a t - t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  t h e  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  c e n t e r  k e p t ,  
o r  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  l o g  t h e  America1 Divis ion k e p t  a t  t h e i r  
t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  cen te r .  
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Q. By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you had proceeded through t h e  
v iL lage  do you r e c o l l e c t  about what t h e  c a s u a l t y  count was? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  t o t a l  number was--this was inc luding  
t h e  gunships and ones t h a t  we claimed f o r  Char l i e  Company--I 
b e l i e v e  about 85, 85 t o  9 0 .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  which p la toons  t h e  f i g u r e s  came from? 

A. The major i ty  of t h e  f i g u r e s  came from t h e  1st 
Platoon. There were some from t h e  2d and a few from t h e  
3d. The remainder of t h e  numbers--of t h e  t o t a l ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  number was 128--came from B/4 /3 .  

Were any of t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  repor ted  a sQ. 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime, no, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  them 
a s  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  sir.  But I d id  l a t e r  on. 

8- Do you r e c a l l  when you d id?  

A. We had married up with Bravo Company i n  t h e  n i g h t  
defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  I guess it was c l o s e  t o  about ,  somewhere 
between 1530 and 1600 hours.  

Q. Do you r e m e m b e r  t h e  noncombatant count--the count 
of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  you repor ted?  

A. I reported--Major CALHOUN had asked me for--he 
wanted t o  know how many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I d id  n o t  know exac t ly .  He s a i d  I want you t o  move back 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and g e t  a count.  I want t o  know how many 
males, how many women, and how many c h i l d r e n  a r e  dead i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  And I t o l d  him t h a t  due t o  t h e  time and t h e  d i s t a n c e  
t h a t  I d id  n o t  recommend moving back from my l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  at tempt  t o  do t h i s  w i t h  t h e  time t h a t  we had, 
because we were t r y i n g  t o  prepare our  n i g h t  defense p o s i t i o n ,  
digging i n ,  g e t t i n g  i n  our  resupply and what no t .  

Q What time d id  he d i r e c t  you t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Again, I would es t ima te  t h e  time would be 1530 t o  
1600 hours.  Somewhere between t h a t  t ime. I ' m  no t  d e f i n i t e  on 
t h e  t ime. Sabre--I b e l i e v e  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  was Sabre 6--was t h e  
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d i v i s i o n  commander. H e  was somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i n  h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r .  He broke i n  on t h e  r a d i o  and he s a i d ,  "Negative, 
d o n ' t  send them back t h e r e  going through t h a t  mess. There 
i s  no need f o r  them t o  go look a t  t h a t  mess," o r  words t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .  "How many does t h e  cap ta in  say o r  how many does t h e  
6 say  h e ' s  a c t u a l l y  seen?" ,  and I gave him t h e  f i g u r e  of 
somewhere between 2 0  t o  28.  And Sabre 6 s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  
sounds about r i g h t .  " 

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  of time you had ev iden t ly  resumed 
t h e  opera t ion  and were moving toward your l ink-up with B/4/3? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  had a l ready been completed and we 
had a l ready married up wi th  B / 4 / 3 .  

Q. When you provided t h e  information a s  t o  t h e  number 
of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  had you quer ied  your platoon l e a d e r s  
a s  we l l  a s  used your own personal  knowledge? 

A. I inqui red  i f  t h e r e  had been any o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  and I received a negat ive  r e p o r t .  I j u s t  asked 
them i f  they  knew of any women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
had been k i l l e d ,  and t o  t r y  t o  determine a number and w e l l ,  
I got  a negat ive  r e p o r t .  I turned  i n  t h e  number t h a t  I had 
seen. 

Q- Going back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 )  aga in ,
Captain MEDINA. When you passed through t h e  v i l l a g e  and you 
were moving through t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  any c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
you would say ??ere s p e c i f i c e l l y  VC o r  NT'm heczuse ef t h e i r  
uniform? 

A. The males of m i l i t a r y  age,  o r  t h e  males t h a t  I 
have seen k i l l e d ,  t h a t  were dead, were i n  t h e  normal black-  
type  uniform. We have k i l l e d  VC wearing t h e  black-type 
pajamas, There was some web gear  t h a t  was found along wi th  
hand grenades,  s o  it would be  very hard t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  whether 
he was an innocent  c i v i l i a n  o r  a VC. 

Q. Did you s e e  any bodies  then ,  a s i d e  from t h e  ones 
t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  he re ,  t h a t  could have been VC? 
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A .  No, sir.  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  equipment t h a t  w a s  c ap tu red  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The equipment, m i l i t a r y  equipment,  t h a t  we tu rned  
i n  t h a t  w a s  evacua ted  from t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  as I 
r e c a l l  was t h r e e  M - 1  c a r b i n e s ,  two M - 1  r i f l e s ,  a .50 c a l i b e r  
t y p e  ammunition can,  U.S. Army t y p e ,  f u l l  of documents and equip-
ment and some web g e a r  w i th  hand grenades  and ammunition 
pouches on them. 

Q .  Thi s  b r i n g s  us t o  a convenien t  p l a c e  t o  t a k e  a 
b reak .  W e  w i l l  t a k e  a b reak  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and we w i l l  recon-
vene when you a r e  through M r .  BAILEY. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1652 h o u r s ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1728 hour s ,  4 December 
1969.) 

10:  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  p a r t i e s  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

10:  Captain  MEDINA, I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  from t h e  Amer-
i c a l  D iv i s ion .  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  
s p e c i f i c  e n t r i e s .  I f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  e n t r y  number 10 s t a t e s  
t h a t  " l l t h ,  C/1/20, v i c i n i t y  BS716788 a t  0757 hours  
l o c a t e d  documents and equipment, 1 4  VC KIA?" 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q A second e n t r y ,  number 13 ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  "0815, l l t h ,  
C/1/20 v i c i n i t y  BS716788 a t  0803 hours  cap tu red  s h o r t  wave 
r a d i o  set  on f requency of 7 .3 ,  documents and complete med-
ical  bag. " 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I t e m  number 20, "0938, l l t h ,  ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  v i c i n i t y  
BS716788 a t  0820 hours  d e t a i n e d  23 V C ' s  f o r  ques t ion ing . "  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q I t e m  number 28, "0940, delayed,  e n t r y ,  l l t h ,  . 
C/1/20 v i c i n i t y  BS 714794 a t  0930 hours element counted 69 
VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h i s  morning. I n  process  
of po l i c ing  up weapons and equipment. Addi t ional  bodies  from 
previous counts.  " 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Also i tem number 31, "0910, l l t h ,  C/1/20 
v i c i n i t y  BS 716788 0757 hours found t h r e e  weapons, one 
M - 1  and two ca rb ines .  Reference Journal  i tem 10." I c a l l  
t h e s e  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  s e e  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e s e  body counts  
being repor ted  t o  e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER o r  t o  t a s k  f o r c e  TOC? 

(The wi tness  conferred with counsel.  ) 

A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with t h e s e  r e p o r t s  being submitted? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  c o r r e c t .  
They were submit ted t o  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  S3. 

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  i tem number 2 8 ,  "69 VC k i l l e d  a s  
a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h i s  morning," d i d  t h i s  seem l i k e  
a normal r e s u l t  t h a t  you would o b t a i n  f o r  t h i s  type  of a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was going 
t o  be piaced onto t h e  v i l l a g e  for a iG minute p repara t ion .  
I d i d n ' t  know t h e  t o t a l  number of rounds t h a t  were f i r e d  o r  
t h e  type of rounds t h a t  were f i r e d .  I t  d i d  n o t  seem a l a r g e  
amount a t  t h e  t ime, no, sir. 

(The wi tness  conferred with counsel.  ) 

I f e l t  t h a t  they were t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
being placed onto t h e  v i l l a g e  from 0720 t o  0730 hours ,  t h a t  t h e  
count could very w e l l  be t r u e ,  very l i k e l y .  

Q. Were t h e  1 4  VC K I A  repor ted  a t  0750 i n  add i t ion  
t o  t h i s  69? This  i s  e n t r y  number 1 0  on t h e  f i r s t  page. 

I C :  General ,  may t h e  wi tness  spec i fy  whether he  re-
cognizes it a s  a r e p o r t  he  made o r  whether he  does no t?  
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A.  I do n o t  recognize  i t e m  number 2 8  a s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
I made. Where it says  a d d i t i o n a l  bod ie s  a s  t o  p rev ious  coun t ,  
I would f e e l  t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  number 10 o r  1 4  would have been 
inc luded  i n  t h a t .  And i f  I can remember c o r r e c t l y ,  1 4  VC K I A  
a t  0750 hours  were p r i m a r i l y  from t h e  gunships .  

I0 : The 14? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  , 

Q. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  had you eve r  
had a  body count  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  we d i d  no t  have 
any body coun t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s .  

Q - You passed through t h e  v i l l a g e  and you saw Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and up t o  t h i s  
t ime you were r e p o r t i n g  some q u i t e  l a r g e  body counts  from t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  whole t h i n g  p u t  t o g e t h e r ?  

(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  w i t h  h i s  counse l . )  

W i l l  you i n d i c a t e ,  t h e n ,  up u n t i l  t h i s  p o i n t  of 
t ime  when, l e t ' s  s a y ,  w e l l  a t  0930, would t h e  69 be t h e  f i g u r e  
t h a t  you submi t ted  t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

And from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. A s  s t a t e d  i n  i t e m  28, y e s ,  sir.  

Q Now may I a l s o  c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t e m  number 
20  which has  t o  do w i t h  2 3  V C ' s  d e t a i n e d  f o r  ques t ion ing?  Did 
you--were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  e n t r y ?  Th i s  a t  0820? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q. Had you r e p o r t e d  any V C ' s  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  Had 
you r e p o r t e d  any V C ' s  cap tured  o r  d e t a i n e d  up t o  l e t ' s  say  
0930 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  were VC 
s u s p e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  t aken  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I do n o t  remember 
if it was r e p o r t e d  by 0930 hours .  
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&. Item number 13 and i tem number 31, d i d  these--one 
having t o  do with a s h o r t  wave rad io  which was captured and t h e  
o t h e r  having t o  do wi th  t h e  t h r e e  weapons, were t h e s e  proper  
e n t r i e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  They a r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now coming back t o  my ques t ion;  had 
you been i n  an engagement of t h i s  magnitude before?  

A. No, sir. We had not .  

Q- Now up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime,  even accept ing  t h e  6 9 ,  
it was q u i t e  a s i z a b l e  f i g u r e  t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  f o r  enemy 
KIA,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Y e t ,  a s  you passed through t h e  v i l l a g e  you d i d  no t  
s e e  any of t h e s e  a s  I r e c a l l  your previous testimony? 

A. No., sir. I d i d  not .  

Q =  Did t h i s  n o t  c r e a t e  some doubt? Did you ask 
Lieutenant  CALLEY where a r e  t h e s e  bodies  t h a t  you a r e  r epor t ing?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  not .  

Q. What t ime, t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i d  t h e  f i r i n g  i n  
i.iy Lai  ( 4 )  subside? 

A .  Well, t h e r e  was sporadic  small  arms f i r i n g  through-
ou t  t h e  morning i n  My Lai  a s  water  b u f f a l o ,  and p i g s ,  and l i v e -
s tock  were k i l l e d .  

Q. Did you hear any weapons, enemy weapons, f i r i n g ?  

A. I t  would have been hard  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  
small  arms f i r i n g  t h a t  I heard and enemy weapons f i r i n g  unless--
w e l l ,  I d id  n o t  hear  any enemy weapons t h a t  I could i d e n t i f y  as 
enemy weapons f i r i n g .  

Q .  Of course you d id  capture  t h r e e  U,S. weapons according 
t o  t h e  record ,  from t h e  VC. 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were t h r e e  ca rb ines  and two M - 1 ' s  
t h a t  were captured.  
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Q A s  f a r  a s  t h e  e n t r y  i s  concerned, a s  I can s e e  
her,e, up t o  t h i s  t ime,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  weapons, one M - 1  
and two ca rb ines .  I t  i s  obvious t h a t  i f  t h e s e  had been f i r e d ,  they 
would have sounded l i k e  U.S. weapons, however, d i s t i n c t i v e  
from t h e  M - 1 6  and t h e  M-60. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When d id  t h e  heavy f i r i n g  cease? Was t h e r e  a t ime 
when t h e r e  was a s o r t  of a d e f i n i t e  break o r  d i d  it j u s t  cont inue 
on throughout t h e  morning? 

A. W e l l  t h e r e  was sporad ic  f i r i n g  throughout t h e  
morning. I would es t ima te  t h e  time t h a t  it subsided would be 
about 1115 hours i n  the  morning, and t h e  time i s  an es t ima t ion .  

Q *  Aside from your company, Captain m D I N A ,  what 
o t h e r  u n i t s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  d id  you have along wi th  you on 
t h e  ground? 

A. On t h e  ground t h e r e  were t h e  two photographers--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you were aware t h a t  
they  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  they came i n  w i t h  t h e  
i n i t i a l  l i f t  i n  t h e  combat zone o r  i f  they were--I th ink  they 
came i n  wi th  t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  I ' m  not  d e f i n i t e l y  su re .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel .  ) 

A.  

Q* 

(MEDINA) 

There were two photographers,  an i n t e r p r e t e r - -

( In te rpos ing)  An i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

An ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  He was a t t ached  t o  t h e  company. 

Was he  p a r t  of your command t o  t h e  company. 

Yes, s ir .  

What was h i s  name? 
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A. A Sergeant  PHU. 

Q *  P-H-U? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q. Did you have any i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel  with you? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of h i s  name. There was another  
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  and a l i e u t e n a n t  from t h e  M I  detachment. 
H i s  name, I b e l i e v e ,  was Lieutenant  JOHNSON.  

Q. Did h e  have anybody with him? 

A. H i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. J u s t  an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you accompanied by any o t h e r  f o r c e s ,  U . S .  o r  
ARVN o r  PF o r  RF? 

A. I had two demoli t ion men from t h e  engineer  p la toon,  
from t h e  engineer  company, t h a t  was assigned t o  t h e  br igade ,  and 
those  a r e  t h e  only a l l i e d  f o r c e s ,  ARVN o r  American a d d i t i o n a l  
fo rces ,  I had wi th  m e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have any National  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Forces 
o r  igational Falice? 

A. Not a t  t h e  time of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  no, sir.  

Q. Not a t  t h e  time of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, sir.  I l a t e r  rece ived ,  no t  j u s t  myself ,  myself 
and Captain MICHLES from Bravo Company, received some National  
Po l i ce  from--I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where they came from. They 
were National  Po l i ce  and they were brought i n t o  our n i g h t  
defensive p o s i t i o n .  

Q And how many of them were the re?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a t o t a l - - I  d o n ' t  know t h e  exact  
number, sir.  I know t h e r e  was National  Po l i ce .  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  exact  number. 

(MEDINA) 50 APP T-5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. One o r  two o r  a platoon o r  a squad or-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There were more than two. I had 
some with me. Some were accompanying me on t h e  fol lowing d a y ' s  
ope ra t ion .  Captain MICHLES had some with him a l s o .  Now, I am 
n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  exact  number t h a t  came in though. 

Q e  There were more than two, b u t  it wasn ' t  a huge 
number? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  number b u t  it 
was more than two and it was no t  a l a r g e  number. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  cont inue on now. Beyond t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  what d i d  you and your company do a f t e r  lunch? 

A. We continued t o  conduct sweep and search  opera t ions  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  graveyard 
where we were going t o  s e t  up t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  
with ~ / 4 / 3 .  

Q. Would you p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  on t h e  map f o r  us and 
show us where you met up with Bravo Company? 

I 

(The wi tness  d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  

A. I n  t h i s  genera l  a rea  h e r e ,  s ir .  There was a grave-
yard  here .  About i n  t h i s  general area here, sir.  

I C  : Let  t h e  record  show t h a t  he i s  i n d i c a t i n g  an a rea  
about an inch above t h e  a rea  t h a t  says  " O B J "  (Exh ib i t  MAP-1) .  

10: The record  w i l l  show t h a t  it was i n  t h e  sou theas t  
corner  of o b j e c t i v e  1. 

Q. Well, now w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what happened he re ,  
Captain MEDINA, p lease?  

A.  Well, a s  we began conducting our  sweep opera t ion  
toward t h e  n i g h t  defense p o s i t i o n  where we were going t o  marry 
up with B/4/3, we came across  p a r t  of t h e  l ead  element,  I b e l i e v e ,  
of t h e  nor th  p la toon,  which would be t h e  2d Pla toon,  t h a t  
had rounded up a number of c i v i l i a n s .  I e s t i m a t e  t h e  number t o  
be somewhere between 80 t o  85. I d id  n o t  count them. Now, 
they were o ld  men, women and c h i l d r e n ,  we took t h e  young m i l i t a r y -  
age males with us and I t o l d  my i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t e l l  t h e  r e s t  of 
them t o  move i n  a  southwester ly d i r e c t i o n  from t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t o  
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Q. What d i d  he  t e l l  you? 

A. That we were supposed t o  cont inue our  sweep wi th  
Char l i e  Company making a t u r n i n g  movement toward t h e  south on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85, and Bravo Company would go back 
ac ross  t h e  graveyard i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of what we termed t h e  
P i n k v i l l e ,  across  t h e  f o o t  b r idge ,  and move down t h e  c o a s t  
l i n e ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay, My Khe ( 4 )  , Co Lay (1), Co 
Lay ( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 ) ,  and with Char l i e  Company conduct a 
sweep of t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My Khe ( 3 ) ,  My Khe ( I ) , and My Khe 
( 2 ) .  And I do r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S3 had i n s t r u c t e d  
t h a t  I send one platoon t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85 t o  e s t ab -  
l i s h  an observat ion  p o s t ,  where they could observe any move-
ment t o  t h e  r e a r  of both companies. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I 
got  t h i s  over t h e  r a d i o  o r  i f  t h e  S2 gave it t o  me. I 
be l i eve  t h e  S3 d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him on t h e  ground. 
Anyway, my concern was t h a t  H i l l  85  would be mined and booby 
t rapped and I asked him no t  t o  send a  platoon up on t o p  of 
H i l l  85. So, he  t o l d  me t o  send them as  f a r  as they thought 
they could g e t ,  t o  a good vantage po in t  where they could 
observe t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  companies t o  prevent  anyone from 
sneaking up behind and coming i n  behind us. The 1st Pla-
toon,  Lieutenant  CALLEY's p la toon,  was t o  move i n  t h e  morning 
from t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an observat ion  
p o s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85, and t h e  2d and 3d Platoons 
would conduct a search  and des t roy  opera t ion  from t h e  n i g h t  
defensive p o s i t i o n  t o  My Khe ( 3 ) ,  My Khe (I), and My Khe ( 2 ) .  
W e  departed i n  t h e  morning to-- 

Q. (Xntsrposing) One minute, i f  I may. Pken s z r e  
you i s sued  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  you would r e t u r n  back t o  My 
Lai  (4)? 

A. To go back t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

Q. You covered it e a r l i e r .  And you s a i d ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  you had been given such i n s t r u c t i o n s  by t h e  3 .  

A .  I be l i eve  t h e  time t h a t  I had received t h e  t r ans -
mission was somewhere between 1530 and 1600 hours .  

Q. And 'had you reached t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a reas  y e t ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  yes ,  s ir .  

9- You were i n  your l a a g e r  pos i t ions?  
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A. Yes, sir.  We were t h e r e .  We were s t a r t i n g  t o  d i g  
i n .  We were s t a r t i n g  t o  prepare  our  n i g h t  defens ive  pos t ion .  

Q .  You were a l ready somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 
2 k i lometers  o r  more t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. ' Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - What t r a n s p i r e d  then? You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
were i n t i t i a l l y  d i r e c t e d  to-- 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Major CALHOUN t o l d  me t o  go back 
t o  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  and he wanted t o  know how many women and ch i ld -  
r e n ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  had been k i l l e d ,  i f  any, and he 
wanted me t o  go back t o  My L a i ( 4 )  and make a  body count ,  
women, c h i l d r e n ,  and men. I s t a t e d  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
it would be w i s e  f o r  me t o  s t a r t  moving from t h e  t h e  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n  t o  M y  L a i ( 4 )  t o  do t h i s  because of t h e  d i s t a n c e  involved 
I n  t r y i n g  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of encounter ing t h e  
enemy i n  t r y i n g  t o  do t h i s ,  w e  would not  be a b l e  t o  complete 
t h e  job and r e t u r n  back t o  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  He 
says--Major CALHOUN t o l d  me h e  wanted me t o  go back and g e t  
an accura te  body count of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  
About t h a t  t i m e  t h e  commanding genera l  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
somewhere wi th  h i s  he l icopter - -  

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  The commanding genera l?  

A. Sabre 6 ,  I be l i eve ,  was h i s  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q. Who was Sabre 6? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  And he s t a t e d ,  I do no t  know e x a c t l y  where he was, 
I d i d  n o t  s e e  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I know he was i n  t h e  a rea  because 
h e  broke i n  on the--he came i n  on t h e  r a d i o  and he s a i d ,  "Nega-
t i v e .  I do n o t .  Don't send them back t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  want 
them going through t h a t  mess. I' He says ,  "What does t h e  cap ta in  
say t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he  s a w  k i l l e d  was?", and I gave 
him a count of 2 0  t o  28  and he s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  sounds about 
r i g h t ,  " and t h a t  was it. 

Q . .  Now t h i s  was s t i l l  a l l  on t h e  af te rnoon and evening 
of  t h e  16th? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. W e l l ,  e x p l a i n  i n  b r i e f  your  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
sou th ,  and then  I want t o  know when was it t h e  n e x t  t ime t h a t  
you saw Colonel  HENDERSON o r  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The morning of t h e  17 th  w e  l e f t  t h e  
n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  wi th  t h e  1st P la toon  moving t o  e s t a b -
l i s h  an o b s e r v a t i o n  p o s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  85. I took 
t h e  o t h e r  two p l a toons  and conducted a s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  oper -
a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My Khe ( 3 )  , My Khe (1). We had reached 
a v i c i n i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1) when I had 
r ece ived  a r a d i o  r e p o r t  from t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  t hey  had run  
i n t o  some mines and booby t r a p s  and t h a t  t hey  had s u f f e r e d  two 
c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had t o  b e  evacuated.  W e  r eques t ed  a d u s t o f f  
t h a t  g o t  t h e  people  o u t  of  t h e  mined a r e a  and I informed Major 
CALHOUN t h a t  t h e y  had run i n t o  a mine f i e ld  and I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
it would be  w i s e  f o r  them t o  go up any f u r t h e r  o r  t r y  t o  e s t a b -
l i s h  a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  from which t o  observe .  Major 
CALHOUN t o l d  me t o  have t h e  1st P la toon- - tha t  p l a toon  t o  marry 
back up wi th  us--with t h e  company. I wai ted  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  t o  
marry up wi th  m e  somewhere between My Khe (3 )  and Fly Khe (1). 

Now, a l l  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  were complete ly  d e s e r t e d .  
There  w a s  no th ing  t h e r e ,  and maybe a b e t t e r  t e r m  f o r  it 
would be  hamle ts ,  because  t h e  number of  houses o r  b l ack  d o t s  
o r  hootches  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map were n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  
ground i n  t h a t  number. W e  found ev idence  of bunkers ,  p o s i t i o n s ,  
o r  s p i d e r h o l e s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  was complete ly  gone i n  t h e  
e n t i r e  a r e a .  W e  had r ece ived  permiss ion t o  d e s t r o y  t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s ,  o r  t h e  hootches ,  and we burned them down. W e  
cont inued o u r  o p e r a t i o n  sou th  on t h e  day of t h e  1 7 t h  t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My Khe ( 2 ) .  We had q u i t e  an a r e a  t o  cove r ,  an 
open a r e a  w i t h  r ice f i e l d s .  Bravo Company was moving down 
a long  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  bu rn ing  My Khe ( 4 ) ,  Co Lay ( I ) ,and I 
s t a r t e d  e n t e r i n g  and sweeping two p l a toons  through My Khe 
( 2 )  l e a v i n g  t h e  1st P la toon  behind t o  c a t c h  anybody t h a t  
came o u t ,  f o r  it i s  a t a c t i c  of  t h e  VC t o  l e t  you j u s t  
sweep through t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e n  come o u t  behind you. They h i d e  
and as t h e  Americans go through they  j u s t  g e t  up and move o u t  
behind you, and they  p icked  up f o u r  VC t h a t  way, t r y i n g  t o  move 
o u t . o f  t h e  a r e a .  One w a s  a woman, a n u r s e ,  and t h r e e  males.  
W e  had reached t h e  edge of t h e  wa te r  a t  My Khe ( 2 ) .  People  
w e r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  f i l l  up t h e i r  can teens  and we w e r e  t o  set  a 
de fens ive  pe r ime te r  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was some type  o t  ARVN junk 
b o a t  or  junk f l e e t  i n  t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Would you p o i n t  My Khe ( 2 )  o u t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of 
t h e  record?  
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A .  Y e s ,  'sir, .My Khe ( 2 )  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  My Khe ( 2 )  on t h e  
map.) There are some k ind  of Vietnamese junk b o a t s ,  i n  h e r e ,  
t h a t  w e r e  f i r i n g  a .50 c a l i b e r  o u t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h e r e ,  
f i r i n g  t h e  machinegun of  t h e  junk b o a t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Bravo Company had moved down t o  v i c i n i t y  of  Co Lay 
(3)  and t h e  one Vietnamese woman, t h e  n u r s e ,  and t h e  t h r e e  men 
were brought  t o  my p o s i t i o n .  The woman d i d  n o t  have a b l o u s e  
on. A l l  s h e  had w a s  pajama bottoms.  I d i d  n o t  know i f  she  
e v e r  had one on o r  i f  it was r i p p e d  o f f  of h e r .  A G I  was c a r -
r y i n g  h e r .  She was a c t i n g  l i k e  she  was o u t  of h e r  mind and she  
w a s  k ind  of bubbl ing  a t  t h e  mouth. I t  was l i k e  a c h i l d  bubbles .  . 
I looked a t  h e r  and I knew s h e  was fak ing .  My medic s a i d  t h a t  
s h e  was f ak ing .  So w e  l a i d  h e r  on t h e  ground and I asked him 
i f  he  had any ammonia capsu le s .  W e  p u t  an ammonia capsu le  i n  
h e r  nose and she  immediately snapped t o .  I took  t h e  b louse  o f f  
of  one of t h e  VC and I p laced  it on h e r  t o  cover  h e r  up. There 
w e r e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  VC. The two t h a t  you 
could  i d e n t i f y  as  VC, w e  s t a r t e d  going through t h e i r  pocke ts .  
One had a s m a l l  embroidered c l o t h  t h a t  had ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t r a n s -  
l a t o r  s a i d ,  "Honor t o  t h e  V C , "  o r  "Death b e f o r e  d i shonor  t o  t h e  
VC," o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  The o t h e r  one would n o t  t a l k .  The 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  very mature,  an execut ive- looking  i n d i -
v i d u a l .  H e  w a s  n o t  t h e  t y p e  of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you would f i n d  
o u t  i n  t h e  hamlets  o r  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  H e  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t  a r i c e  farmer .  My i n t e r p r e t e r  t o l d  me t h a t  poss ibly--wel l  
p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  wh i l e  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  two--we had 
them s e p a r a t e d ,  t h e  woman was i n  one p o s i t i o n  and then  w e  had 
t h e  t h r e e  males i n  a diamond shape ,  s o  t h a t  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  
t a l k  t o  each o t h e r .  They were t i e d  up. The execut ive- looking  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  f o r  a b e t t e r  t e r m  t o  d e s c r i b e  him, shouted  o u t  a 
command. I t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a command. I t  w a s  n o t  l i k e  t h e  nor- 
mal Vietnamese sound, t a l k ,  and I t u r n e d  around and I t o l d  him, 
i n  American, t h a t  he  w a s  t o  s h u t  up and be  q u i e t .  I h i t  him 
w i t h  t h e  back of  my hand. I c racked  h i s  s k i n  open on t h e  f o r e -  
head.  It was s t a r t i n g  t o  b l e e d  ve ry  p r o f u s e l y  and I d i d n ' t  h i t  
v e r y  hard.  I t  was running down h i s  nose.  Can I confe r  w i t h  my 
a t t o r n e y  j u s t  a moment? 

Q. C e r t a i n l y .  

(The wi tnes s  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  h i s  counse l . )  

A. Sergean t  PHU, my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t o l d  m e ,  "Keep t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  away from him." I d o n ' t  know t h e  reason why. 
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He s a i d ,  "This i n d i v i d u a l ,  h e r e ,  seems t o  be very  impor t an t . "  
m d  h e  s a y s ,  " I  t h i n k  i f  you can s c a r e  him you can make him 
t a l k . "  So I had a .38 p i s t o l  w i th  m e .  I had removed a t 1  
t h e  ammunition from t h e  chamber. The i n d i v i d u a l  d i d  n o t  
s e e  me do t h i s .  I showed him one round,  p re tended  t o  p u t  
it i n  t h e  weapon and p u t  it up t o  h i s  head. Now, a p p a r e n t l y ,  
h e  knew t h a t  t h e  weapon was empty because I could  n o t  scare 
him. And Se rgean t  PHU s a y s ,  " I  t h i n k  i f  you s h o t  a t  him 
very  c l o s e l y  h e  might t a l k , "  and h e  s a y s  he  w a s  n o t  a  
V i e t  Cong g u e r r i l l a .  So I t o l d  Se rgean t  PHU, "Okay." I p u t  
him up a g a i n s t  a t r e e ,  a coconut t r e e ,  and I moved back 
approximately  1 0  t o  15  meters and I took  my M-16 weapon--
r i f l e - - and  I t o l d  Se rgean t  PHU t o  t e l l  him t h a t  I was go ing  
t o  a sk  him one t i m e  and h e ' d  b e t t e r  t a l k  o r  I would shoo t  
him. H e  would n o t  s ay  any th ing ,  s o  I propped him up a g a i n s t  
t h e  t r e e  and went back about  10 t o  15  meters .  I took very 
c a r e f u l  a i m  w i th  t h e  M-16. I am a  f a i r l y  decen t  s h o t  w i th  
it, and I p l aced  a round approximately  e i g h t  i nches  ove r  
h i s  head,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  i n t o  t h e  coconut  tree. * 
W e  went back and w e  bo th  walked up t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 
Sergeant  PHU had s t epped  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  W e  bo th  walked up 
t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and asked him i f  h e  w a s  ready t o  t a l k  and 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d ,  "No. " The VC was f a c i n g  m e ,  as I had 
him up a g a i n s t  t h e  tree. I t o l d  Sergeant  PHU t o  ask  him 
aga in  i f  he was ready t o  t a l k .  The i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d ,  "No." I 
walked back 10 o r  1 5  m e t e r s  from him, r a i s e d  my M-16 r i f l e ,  
took  very  c a r e f u l  a i m  and c u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i n  h a l f  between 
t h e  f i rs t  round and h i s  head which w a s  approximately  ano the r  
4 o r  5 i nches .  I went back t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and Se rgean t  
PEG asked hin i f  he was r m d y  tc t a l k  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
s a i d ,  "No." H e  had no th ing  t o  say  s o  I propped him up 
a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e  s ideways,  and I showed him where t h e  t w o  
rounds w e r e  w i t h  my f i n g e r s .  I p u t  my f i n g e r  i n  t h e  l a s t  
h o l e  and t h e n  I p u t  him up a g a i n s t  it and somehow o r  o t h e r ,  
it came almost  between h i s  eyes  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
nex t  round, t h e  t h i r d  round,  was going t o  be  r i g h t  between 
h i s  eyes .  So I propped him up a g a i n s t  t h e  t ree,  f a c i n g  m e ,  
I walked back 10 t o  15  meters .  I r a i s e d  my M-16 r i f l e  and 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  The weapon w a s  on s a f e t y  t h e  
t h i r d  t ime.  I would n o t  have k i l l e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  have s h o t  
him i n  co ld  blood.  I f  h e  h a d n ' t  broken and t a l k e d  he  would 
s t i l l  be a l i v e  today.  By t h a t  I mean I d o n ' t  know whether 
he  is dead o r  a l i v e .  

The i n d i v i d u a l  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  H e  s a i d  he  w a s  
a ca rd -ca r ry ing  member i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y  f o r  1 3  
y e a r s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  t r a i n e d  i n  Hanoi i n  North V i e t -
nam and t h a t  he had l e f t  t h e r e  i n  1963 and i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  
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South Vietnam and was e q u i v a l e n t  i n  t h e  VC i n f i l t r a t i o n  
s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  of Quang Ngai Province .  He 
was--the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  VC was very s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese Government, and he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was ve ry ,  
very  h igh  up on t h e  l i s t ,  and he  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th 
VC B a t t a l i o n  had moved from t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t  t hey  had gone 
t o  t h e  w e s t  of  Highway 1. W e  had h i s  hands t i e d  and h e  t u r n e d  
t h e  map around,  o r i e n t e d  it wi th  h i s  t o e s ,  h e  w a s  u s ing  h i s  t o e  
t o  i n d i c a t e  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  woman, 
t h e  n u r s e ,  w a s  a VC n u r s e  of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  one of t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w a s  a propaganda 
t e a c h e r  f o r  t h e  VC, t o  t each  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  and show them--
and t h e  o t h e r  was a i n s t r u c t o r  i n  g u e r r i l l a  tac t ics .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had executed a man t o  show t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  H e  
had--he d i d n ' t  know whether t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was an American 
o r  A u s t r a l i a n  b u t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  Caucasian,  t h e  i n d i v i d -
u a l  t h a t  h e  beheaded t o  t each  t h e  people .  I asked him how o r  
what t hey  d i d  w i t h  t h e  wounded pe r sonne l  t h a t  t hey  had from 
o u r  engagements, from t h e  o t h e r  companies and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  was one o f  t h e  areas--was a VC v i l l age- -and  t h a t  
t h e y  d i d  u se  t h i s  as an a r e a  f o r  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e i r  wounded 
personne l .  They would h i d e  them dur ing  t h e  day,  t r e a t  them 
t h e  b e s t  t hey  could ,  and t h e n  a t  n i g h t  i n f i l t r a t e  them t o  t h e  
w e s t  a c r o s s  Highway 1 t o  t h e  mountains where t h e  VC and NVA 
b a s e  camps w e r e  l o c a t e d ,  where t h e y  cou ld  t a k e  b e t t e r  c a r e  o f  
them. 

Q - Did h e  i n d i c a t e  when t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  had l e f t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  and move'd t o  t h e  west?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. I t  might have been t h e  day 
b e f o r e .  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  because t h a t  was--once I 
r e a l i z e d  who t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was, I immediately n o t i f i e d  
t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2 t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any way 
t h a t  t hey  could  break  a h e l i c o p t e r  o r  a C&C s h i p  l o o s e ,  
I s t r o n g l y  recommended t h a t  t h e  S2 come o u t  and p i ck  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  up. 

Q Did they  do t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They d i d .  

I a l s o  asked him how he could move around t h e  a r e a  
w h i l e  t h e  Americans were conduct ing o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  how h e  
could move around t h e  a r e a  wh i l e  VC w e r e  moving through t h e  a r e a  
and t h e y  could  d i s t i n g u i s h  him a s  be ing  one of t h e i r  l e a d e r s .  
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H e  s a i d  t h a t  it was ve ry  s imple ,  t h a t  he  wore a b e l t  under-
nea th  h i s  b l o u s e  o f  h i s  b l ack  pajamas and when no Americans 
were i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e  b e l t  was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  h i s  s h i r t  
and t h i s  i d e n t i f i e d  him as a l e a d e r  of t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  
And t h a t  when ~ m e r i c a n sw e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e y  j u s t  
s imply p u l l e d  t h e i r  s h i r t  over  t h e i r  b e l t  and t h e y  were never  
bo thered .  

Q W e l l ,  h e  w a s  removed and we could go on on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  a long ,  long  t i m e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
q u i t e  r e l e v a n t  t o  what we want t o  g e t  down t o .  

A .  Then w e  moved from t h a t  area--I 'm s o r r y ,  s i r .  

Q. Y e s .  Would you d e s c r i b e  ve ry  b r i e f l y  your 
movements? W e l l  j u s t  l e t  m e  ask one q u e s t i o n ?  Did you burn 
and d i d  B/4/3 burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you had mentioned? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  d i d .  

Q. Had you been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do so?  

A. Yes, sir.  We had r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. I n  t h e  same s e n s e  a s  you r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  burn My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  With t h e  except ion  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
i i v e s t o c k  o r  any th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They were complete ly  
empty and j u s t  hootches  i n  my a r e a .  I do n o t  know about  
My Khe ( 4 ) ' ,  Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  o r  Co Lay ( 3 ) ,  sir .  

Q. Descr ibe  ve ry  b r i e f l y  your movements from t h e r e  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where Cclone l  HENDERSON came i n  t o  see you? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  w e r e  adv ised  t o  move back from 
My Khe ( 2 ) ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S 3  gave m e  a l o c a t i o n  t o  set up 
a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  W e  moved back t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  
Bravo Company moved back up and then  t h e  nex t  morning o r  
t h a t  evening I was n o t i f i e d  t o  begin--I  b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  
next  morning, I w a s  n o t i f i e d  t o  move from t h e  n i g h t  de iens ive  
p o s i t i o n  we had i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My Khe (1) i n  t h e  grave-
yard--

(PEDINA) 6 0  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-5 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You both were laagered i n  t h e r e  
overnight?  

A. J u s t  my company, sir.  Bravo Company, I t h i n k ,  
was up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay (1). I was t o l d  t o  move 
from h e r e  across  t h e  causeway i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My La i  (3) 
t o  a PZ. This  i s  where they were going t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  
company. I began conducting a search  and sweep opera t ion  
toward t h a t  a r e a  because we weren ' t  going t o  be e x t r a c t e d  
u n t i l  about 1 4 0 0  hours.  I rece ived  a c a l l  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON was en r o u t e  t o  my l o c a t i o n  and t o  secure  a PZ o r  
an LZ f o r  him--for h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  This  was done i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  he re .  The genera l  a r e a  he re ,  
s ir  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
I C :  Can t h a t  be descr ibed f o r  record? 

10: Give t h e  coordina tes .  

A. (Exhib i t  MAP-1) V i c i n i t y  coordina tes  735806 ,  
I secured an LZ.  Colonel HENDERSON came i n ,  i n  h i s  h e l i -  
cop te r .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  go t  
o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r :  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  
commander, Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, t h e  br igade  S2, 
and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a Lieutenant  Colonel LUPER who was 
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  6/11. The h e l i c o p t e r  went back 
up and Colonel HENDERSON and I moved t o  an a r e a  where we 
would be  covered i n  case  we rece ived  any small  arms f i r e .  
Colonel HENDERSON s a i d  t h a t  he  had rece ived  a r e p o r t  from 
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  I had k i l l e d  a woman and t h a t  t h e r e  
was a p o s s i b i l i t y  of some a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  had been committed 
i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  He asked me i f  t h i s  was t r u e ,  i f  I knew any- 
t h i n g  about it. I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t ,  yes ,  I d id  
shoot  a woman. I explained t o  h i m  circumstances.  He s a i d  
t h a t  he  understood, o r  t h i s  was understandable.  He asked 
me i f  I was aware of any a t r o c i t i e s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . I t o l d  
him no. He asked me i f  my people were aware of it, and he 
asked m e  i f  I thought my people could do such a t h i n g ,  and 
I t o l d  him I d id  no t  t h i n k  American s o l d i e r s  would do such 
a th ing .  He s a i d ,  "Okay. We a r e  going t o  conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s . "  Then he c a l l e d  f o r  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
and l e f t .  I continued on moving toward t h e  PZ across  t h e  
causeway . 
Q. He only asked about whether o r  no t  you knew about 
any a t r o c i t i e s  and a l s o  mentioned t h e  woman t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d ?  
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A, Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did h e  mention h e l i c o p t e r s  marking wounded, and 
d i d  he  mention l a r g e  groups of people  i n  a d i t c h  o r  any th ing  
of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. No, sir. H e  d i d  n o t .  We cont inued t o  t h e  PZ--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What t ime of  day was t h i s ,  now? 

A.  This  was- -we  w e r e  be ing  e x t r a c t e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
from 1400 o r  1500 hour s ,  s i r ,  s o  it had t o  be  somewhere i n  
t h a t  t ime frame. I am n o t  s u r e  of t h e  t i m e ,  sir.  I t  might 
have been about  1330 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  We secured  t h e  PZ--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I ask you one q u e s t i o n  w h i l e  
w e  a r e  on t h i s .  Was what you t o l d  Colonel  HENDERSON t h e r e ,  
i n  t h e  presence  of  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE and Colonel  LUPER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You t o l d  him about t h e  s h o o t i n g  of  t h e  woman, 
and t h e  c i rcumstances  sur rounding  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when t h i s  took p l a c e ,  d i d  you have 
your  command group wi th  you? 

A. They w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  throughout  t h e  a r e a  p rov id ing  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  myself and Colonel  HENDERSON and h i s  people .  

Q. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  when t h e  woman--when you s h o t  
t h e  woman who made the--appeared t h a t  she  was making a move-
ment . 
A. They w e r e  somewhere sp read  o u t  moving up behind 
me. They were n o t  even wi th  m e .  

Q. You a r e  n o t  s u r e  where they  were,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ) 

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON mention anyth ing  
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about  having had an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a co lo red  s e r g e a n t  f i r e d  
i n t o  a group of people?  

A.  No, s i r .  Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Very r a p i d l y ,  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w e '  a r e  
t a l k i n g  about  is sometime l a t e  i n  t h e  morning o r  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

W e  w i l l  t a k e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1825 hour s ,  4 December 
1969 . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1847 hour s ,  4 December 
1969.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a r e  
a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

10: Capta in  MEDINA, f o r  a moment I would l i k e  t o  go 
back t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  between y o u r s e l f  and Colonel  HENDERSON 
i n  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  nor thwes t  of what i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON 
mention any th ing  t o  you about  you r e t u r n i n g  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  H e  d i d  n o t .  

Q . g i d  h e  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  b e s i d e s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. A t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  I gave t o  you by g r i d  
c o o r d i n a t e s ,  where h e  landed t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  no,  sir.  

Q- B/4 /3  w a s  n o t  i n  t h i s  immediate v i c i n i t y ?  

A. No, sir. They w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y ,  
they--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  LZ a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. They were n o t .  

Q So h e  would be  t a l k i n g  t o  you and Cap ta in  MICHLES. 
Is  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  name? 
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A,. Captain MICHLES was company commander of B / 4 / 3 .  

Q. You and Captain MICHLES were no t  t o g e t h e r  a t . t h a t  
time? 

A. NO,  si,r. We were not .  

Q. H e  d i d  no t  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. NO, sir .  H e  d i d  no t .  

Q. He d i d  n o t  p lace  you under oath o r  anything a t  
t h e  moment? 

A. No, sir. H e  d i d  not .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now exp la in  t h e  movement t o  your PZ 
and your e x t r a c t i o n ?  

A, We continued t o  move, conducting a search  and 
sweep opera t ion  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  des ignated  pick-up 
zone. I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  w i t h  two p la toons ,  one p la toon t h a t  
was t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a r i c e  and weapons cache--they had 
detonated a  mine. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n j u r e d  and were dusted-off .  The platoon a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y .  
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of t h e  pick-up zone, and we began e x t r a c t i n g  with t h r e e  s l i c k  
UH-1D type  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  f e r r y i n g  us from t h e  pick-up zone 
t o  LZ Dot t i e .  I remained on t h e  pick-up zone t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  company was c l e a r e d ,  t h a t  no one was 
l e f t  behind. On subsequent pick-ups, during t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
from t h e  pick-up zone, one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  devaloped 
maintenance t r o u b l e  o r  had t o  go someplace. Anyway, we 
ended up with only t w o .  Along with me I kept  a t o t a l  of 
two t o  f o u r  machineguns on t h e  ground with me and t h e  r a d i o  
opera to r ,  t o  secure  the  a rea  whi le  t h e  two h e l i c o p t e r s  came 
i n  and continued t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  people back. The l a s t  load 
was myself and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I had with me. I t  was 
a t o t a l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  of about seven,  poss ib ly  e i g h t  because 
t h e  s h i p  d i d  come i n  and s a i d  t h a t  he would t a k e  everybody 
t h a t  was l e f t ,  while  one s h i p  continued t o  provide a e r i a l  
cover by f l y i n g  overhead. 

We were e x t r a c t e d  back t o  LZ Dot t ie .  When I a r r i v e d  
t h e r e  I was informed t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  
commander, had been t h e r e  t o  meet t h e  people a s  they  a r r i v e d  
and t h a t  he  conducted i n q u i r i e s  of t h e  people a s  t o  whether 
they  had seen o r  they had committed any a t r o c i t i e s  i n  My La i  
( 4 )  . And Colonel BARKER--by t h e  time I got  t h e r e  Colonel 
HENDERSON was no t  there--Colonel BARKER t o l d  me of t h e  accu-
s a t i o n s  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  and of my shoot ing  t h e  woman, 
and he a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a colored NCO, a colored s o l d i e r ,  
t h a t  he had seen shoot  i n t o ,  o r  p o i n t  h i s  weapon shoot ing i n t o  
t h e  bodies  of dead c i v i l i a n s  o r  shoot ing  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  Colonel 
BAFXER asked me t o  conduct an informal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  s e e  i f  
I could f i n d  o u t  i f  any of t h i s  took p lace .  I asked my platoon 
l e a d e r s  aga in  i f  anything had a c t u a l l y  happened, i f  they  had 
seen any of t h e i r  people commit any a t r o c i t i e s ,  i f  they had 
ordered any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  I t a l k e d  t o  one colored NCO, 
a Sergeant  MITCHELL. H e  denied e v e r  shoot ing  any c i v i l i a n s .  
I d i d  no t  inform o r  read t h e  r i g h t s  of A r t i c l e  15 t o  any of my 
pla toon l e a d e r s .  I d id  not  read A r t i c l e  1 5  t o  Sergeant  
MITCHELL. Sergeant  MITCHELL denied ever  shoot ing  anybody. He 
s a i d  t h a t  i t  could have been any colored se rgean t ,  s o  why was 
I p icking  on him. I s a i d :  " J u s t  f o r g e t  about it. Right 
now, I ' m  n o t  accusing you of anything o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  " 

I t o l d  Colonel BARKER t h a t  I suspected t h a t  some-
t h i n g  migh.t have happened because of t h e  accusa t ions  t h a t  were 
made.by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h a t  somebody should,  o t h e r  
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than myself, conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  s a i d ,  "Ernie ,  
you have been doing a r e a l  f i n e  job. Go on back t o  t h e  
company and j u s t  continue doing t h e  good work t h a t  you have 
done." W e  were prepar ing  t o  move o u t  l a t e r  on, on t o  a r i c e  
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h a r v e s t  o p e r a t i o n  where w e  w e r e  going t o  break down i n t o  
squad-s ize  e lements ,  and conduct squad-s ize  ambushes a t  
n i g h t ,  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i c e  h a r v e s t  and marrying up 
du r ing  t h e  day s o  t h a t  t h e  p l a toons  can g e t  r e s u p p l i e d  wi th  
wate r  and s t u f f , d u r i n g  t h e  day. H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  I should 
a d v i s e  t h e  people  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it among themselves  o r  w i t h  
anybody else. I f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  it w a s  t h i s  t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  
where squad-s ize  e lements  w e r e  going t o  be  o p e r a t i n g  on t h e  
r ice h a r v e s t  t h a t  it was--people would have t o  be  very much 
on t h e i r  t o e s .  They would have t o  be  much on a l e r t .  They 
would have t o  be  working t o g e t h e r  and I c a l l e d  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  t o  t e l l  them what t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n  it was. I 
t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted 
i n t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  were a t r o c i t i e s  committed 
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h a t  I myse l f ,  a s  t h e  company commander, 
w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t o l d  them t h a t  it would be  b e s t  
i f  t hey  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  it amongst themselves  o r  w i t h  any- 
body else and t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be  conducted.  

h he w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ) 
I 

N o ,  sir.  I d i d  n o t  r e f e r  t o  o r  imply t h a t  they  
should  n o t  d i s c u s s  o r  t a l k  t o  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t h a t  
might approach them on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

(The w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ). 

I d i d  n o t  sugges t  t h a t  t h e y  wi thhold  any informa- 
t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  company. W e  con t inued  t o  conduct  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y - -  

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One i n d i v i d u a l  about  t h i s  t i m e - -
i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name w a s  BERNHARDT? 

A .  Y e s , ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you g i v e  him any p a r t i c u l a r  admonit ion? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  term admonit ion is--seems t o  be a l i t t l e  
b i t  h a r s h .  BERNHARDT had w r i t t e n  h i s  Congressman on a  couple  
o f  o t h e r  occas ions .  One I b e l i e v e  was an o f f i c e r  of t h e  
company had used f o u l  language,  h e  may have been r e f e r r i n g  t o  
m e .  Another one was t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
Coke and b e e r  r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  company w h i l e  w e  were i n  t h e  
f i e l d  was f a i r  o r  something t o  t h i s  n a t u r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  
t h i s  w a s  e x a c t l y  it o r  n o t ,  b u t  anyway L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS, t h e  
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p l a t o o n  leader--  

( In te rpos ing)  Which platoon i s  t h i s ?  

A.  Lieutenant  BROOKS i s  platoon l e a d e r  of t h e  2d 
Platooni. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  he thought ,  poss ib ly ,  BERNHARDT was 
going t o  w r i t e  h i s  Congressman about it. One, o r  I guess 
a couple of days l a t e r ,  I guess we were on our  way t o  t h e  
messhall  and I saw BERNHARDT walking toward t h e  messhall  
and I c a l l e d  him over .  Lieutenant  BROOKS was t h e r e  with me, 
and I s a i d ,  "BERNHARDT, I understand t h a t  you may be wanting 
t o  w r i t e  your Congressman with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  
a t r o c i t i e s  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  
I a m  no t  t e l l i n g  yon t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  w r i t e  your Congressman. 
I ' m  only saying t h a t  it would be b e s t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  w r i t e  
your Congressman because an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  being conducted 
and it should be  brought o u t  i n  t h i s  manner. There i s  no 
need t o  s t a r t  arousing Congressmen and everybody e l s e . "  
And he  s a i d ,  "Okay." So w e  l e f t  it a t  t h a t .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel .  ) 

I a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was proper advice t o  g ive  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s i n c e  I had been t o l d  tha t - -  by Colonel 
BARKER t h a t  ind iv idua l s  should not  d i scuss  it with--amongst 
themselves o r  wi th  anybody e l s e  unless  it was with t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  

Q= Would you g ive  me t h e  Combat Action Report f o r  
28  March, please?  

(The recorder  handed Exh ib i t  R-2 t o  t h e  10.)  

I have he re  an e x h i b i t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  R-2 which 
i s  a  Combat Action Report of Task Force Barker da ted  28 
March, covering a 1-day period.  Have you ever  seen  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

(I0 handed e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness .  ) 

A. No, sir. I have no t  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 

Q. I would ask t h a t  you read t h e  document through. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.  ) 

The f i r s t  ques t ion  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  ask you 
is, upon t h e  te rminat ion  of your opera t ion  d i d  your company 
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  prepare  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir .  I d id  not .  

Q. Have you ever  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  This i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I have seen 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  

Q. Would you have any reason why t h e  c i v i l i a n  l o s s e s  
or noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  were no t  included? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  

Q Considering t h e  r a t i o  of 128. enemy K I A  t o  2 
U . S .  K I A ,  does t h i s  no t  appear unusual? 

(The wi tness  confers  with h i s  counse l . )  

A .  Could you s t a t e  t h e  ques t ion  again p lease?  

Q. I asked i f  t h e  r a t i o  of an enemy K I A  o f 1 2 8  t o  
2 U.S. KIA f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  appears unusual? 

(The wi tness  confer red  with h i s  counsel . )  

A. S i r ,  I have never conducted another  opera t ion  of 
t h a t  magnitude, s o  I r e a l l y  have no way of comparing whether 
t h e  l o s s e s  were appropr ia t e  o r  equal  i n  an opera t ion  of t h i s  
type  

Q. Do you know what your--what you might say your 
normal c a s u a l t y  r a t i o  w a s ,  f r i e n d l y  t o  enemy? 

A. No, sir. I would no t .  

Q I n  t h e  same sense ,  with a  128  enemy K I A  and t h r e e  
weapons captured ,  does t h i s  seem t o  be an unusual f i g u r e ?  

A.  With t h e  p a s t  ope ra t ions  t h a t  were conducted i n  
t h a t  a rea  and t h e  number of enemy k i l l e d  and t h e  r a t i o  of 
weapons captured ,  it d i d  not .  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  be too  o u t  
of proport-ion, sir. 

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel.  1 

And t h e  reason being t h a t  on previous opera t ions  
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w e  had been t o l d  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  c l o s e  wi th  t h e  enemy f a s t  
enough r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  weapons be ing  l o s t ,  t h e  VC p i c k i n g  up 
t h e  weapons b e f o r e  t h e  American f o r c e s  c l o s e d  wi th  t h e  enemy. 

Q What was your  normal weapon r a t i o  t o  enemy K I A  o r  
cap tu red  i n  a c t i o n ?  

.A. I t  would, i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  Task Force  Barker  
AO, it v a r i e d  very  much because i f  you--normally i f  you 
k i l l e d  a VC he  would only  have web g e a r  o r  a hand grenade 
o r  a document on him, i f  h e  was a VC, i n  moving from one 
p l a c e  t o  ano the r .  I f  weapons were cap tured  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  I 
do n o t  know what t h e  r a t i o  would be  f o r  Task Force  Barker  as 
f a r  a s  k i l l e d  and weapons cap tured  would be ,  sir. 

Q Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  BARKER, from your
prev ious  tes t imony h e r e  today ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was going t o  b e  made i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What i s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what t r a n s p i r e d  
n e x t  i n  t h e  t e r m s  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made i n t o  t h e  
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. On A p r i l  8 th  of 1968 w h i l e  conduct ing t h e  Golden 
F leece  Opera t ion ,  R i c e  Harves t  Opera t ions ,  I w a s  n o t i f i e d  
t o  s e c u r e  a pick-up zone f o r  approximately  15  t o  18 h e l i -
c o p t e r s .  Task Force  Barker  d i spa t ched  e lements  from t h e  
armored p l a toon  t h a t  t hey  had a t t a c h e d  t o  h e l p  s e c u r e  t h e  
PZ. My company was p icked  up and moved i n  an a i r  combat 
a s s a u l t  t o  an o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  name, whether 
t h e  name w a s  Norfolk  V ic to ry  I o r  Champagne. The o p e r a t i o n  
might have been c a l l e d  Norfolk Vic tory  I .  I t  w a s  t o  
t h e  southwest  of Quang Ngai. 

Q Southwest  of  Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. The o p e r a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted by t h e  1 /20 .  
That  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  January of  1968 t h a t  I had 
been back w i t h  my p a r e n t  u n i t  and Task Force  Barker  w a s  
s h o r t l y  disbanded,  and then  I never  d i d  s e e  Colone l  BARKER 
a g a i n ,  and I know of  no o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  
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when I w a s  approached i n  Apr i l  by Colonel WILSON a t  For t  
Benning, Georgia. 

Q A p r i l  of --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  A p r i l  of 1969. 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON never re turned  t o  t a l k  t o  you 
any f u r t h e r  about t h e  opera t ion  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. He d i d  not .  

Q. I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  R-1 which has a l ready been 
en te red  i n  testimony, a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  2 4  Apr i l .  
I would ask i f  you would review t h i s  document? 

(The wi tness  examined t h e  document. ) 

It  has  two inc losures .  

(Witness examined t h e  i n c l o s u r e s . )  

Have you ever  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  before?  

A. No, sir. I have not .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  such a r e p o r t  had been 
prepared? 

A. p r i o r  t o  my coming h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q- P r i o r  t o  your l eav ing  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. No, sir.  I was no t .  

Q. Afte r  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  you i n  t h e  a rea  
northwest of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we r e f e r  t o  a s  
P i n k v i l l e ,  on o r  about mid-day of t h e  18th  of March 1968, 
d i d  h e  again  query you concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
V i l l age  o r  hamlet on 1 6  March? 

A. No, s i r .  Colonel HENDERSON d id  no t  d i scuss  t h e  
mat ter  o r  - inc iden t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  with me a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did h e  ever  ask t o  have from you a s ta tement? 
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A. No, sir.  He d i d  not .  

Q. Did h e  ever  p l a c e  you under oath? 

A. No, sir. He d i d  not .  

Q. For t h e  purpose of t ak ing  testimony? 

A. No, s ir .  He d i d  not .  

Q Inc losure  2 t o  Exh ib i t  R-1 is an English
t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Vietnamese document, obviously a VC 
propaganda l e a f l e t .  Have you seen t h i s  document b e f o r e  o r  
i t s  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A.  No, sir.  I have no t  seen e i t h e r  t h e  VC propa-
ganda document o r  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h a t  document. 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  11th  Brigade, then ,  up t o  t h a t  
t ime you had n o t  seen o r  heard of t h e  VC propaganda o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  l e a f l e t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  3 

CC 
A. No, sir. I had not .  3 

Q Were you aware of any o t h e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  may have 
been submitted concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March? 

A. No, sir.  I was not .  fi 
A 

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i nc losure  t o  
Exh ib i t  R-1,  da ted  t h e  14th  of A p r i l ,  (hands t o  wi tness )  h e r e  
i s  a s ta tement ,  have you ever  seen t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  document 
before?  

A. No, sir .  I have no t .  

.Q Do you know who t h e  author  of t h a t  document i s ?  

(The wi tness  attempted t o  look f o r  a s i g n a t u r e  
block and t h e  c i v i l i a n  counsel asked him i f  he knew t h e  
author  of h i s  own knowledge. ) 

A. No, sir. I do no t .  

Q Did Colonel BARKER con tac t  you t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
he  was conducting any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  

(MEDINA) 70 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-5 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n c i d e n t  of 	 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  He d i d  no t .  


Q- Did he eve r  t e l l  you t h a t  he had been d i r e c t e d  

t o  	make such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

(The witness  confer red  with h i s  counse l . )  

A. 	 No, sir. He d i d  not .  

a. Did he  ever  p lace  you under oath f o r  t h e  purpose 
of t ak ing  testimony? 

A. 	 No, sir. He d i d  not .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel . )  

Colonel BARKER d id  no t  s t a t e  t o  me t h a t  he had 
been ordered  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t .  He d i d  t e l l  me t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going 
t o  be  conducted. 

Q. Now t h e  s tatement  t h a t  you a r e  making a t  t h e  
moment, a t  what p o i n t  of time d i d  he make t h a t  s ta tement? 

A. This  was a f t e r  we had re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  and 
Colonel HENDERSON had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company, a s  they were 
a r r i v i n g  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  t o  determine i f  any a t r o c i t i e s  had 
been committed. 

Q. This  then  would be sometime around t h e  18th t o  
t h e  20th of March? 

(The wi tness  conferred wi th  h i s  counsel . )  

A. 	 The ques t ion  again ,  p l e a s e ,  s i r ?  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  d a t e ,  o r  about t h e  d a t e ,  
t h a t  Colonel BARKER t o l d  you t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
conducted of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March? 

A. That would be t h e  day that--he informed me of t h i s  
t h e  day t h a t  w e  r e tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. 	 That would be t h e  18th?  
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did he ever  again t e l l  you another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was being made, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March, i n  A p r i l  o r  i n  
May? 

A. No, s ir .  He d i d  not .  

Q Did anybody e l s e  query you concerning t h e  My La i  
( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir .  Not u n t i l  Apr i l  of 1969 when Colonel 
WILSON quest ioned me a t  F o r t  Benning, Georgia, sir. 

Q. A p r i l  o r  May of 1969? 

I C :  May w e  have t h e  d a t e  of Colonel WILSON'S i n t e r -
rogat ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was Apr i l .  

MR WEST: May. 

I0 : W e  might g e t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s .  . When Colonel 
HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people coming i n  from t h e  opera t ion ,  
were you p resen t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. I wasn ' t .  

Q. Do yeu have any idea--was Colonel HENDERSON s t i l l  
t h e r e  when you a r r i v e d ?  

A. No, sir. H e  was not .  

H e  d i d  no t  t a l k  t o  you t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  He d i d  not .  

Correc t ion ,  he d id  t a l k  t o  me i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  where I saw him. , 

Q Ri-ght. Subsequent t o  t h a t  t i m e  on t h a t  day? 

A. He d i d  no t  t a l k  t o  me a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  no, sir.  

Q I be l i eve  I asked you before  i f  you knew who was 
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f l y i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  morning of t h e  16th of March, 
hovering over  t h e  ind iv idua l  t h a t  you came up t o  inspec t?  

A. Yes, sir. You d id  ask me t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q- Would you repea t  your answer, p lease?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  not  know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and 
I d o n ' t  know who he was. I do n o t  know t h e  i d e n t i t y  of 
any of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  on t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  from see ing  
them, o r  t h a t  I knew were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  

a .  Did you ever  hear  of an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  during t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  you were 
wi th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

No, sir. I d id  no t .  

Q What d i r e c t i v e s  were i s sued  f o r  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
of  personnel  concerning a t r o c i t i e s ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombat-
a n t s ,  war crimes,  and r e p o r t i n g  same? 

(The wi tness  confer red  with h i s  counsel .) 

Q The ques t ion  i s  whether you can i d e n t i f y ,  from 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  any documents concerning t h e  t r a i n i n g  of 
personnel and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of personnel i n  t h e  mat ter  of 
war crimes,  and prevent ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants, 
women and c h i l d r e n ,  a t r o c i t i e s  and rep,or t ing such inc iden t s?  

A. We d i d  not  have any documents of t h a t  type 
i s sued  t o  us t h a t  I know o f .  The u n i t  was given a c l a s s  by 
t h e  NCO School of t h e  3d Brigade, 4th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion a t  
Duc Pho on our  a r r i v a l  i n  country i n  Vietnam. Some of t h e  
p o i n t s  t h a t  were covered were the--an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  is  
f l e e i n g ,  you t e l l  him t o  h a l t .  If he d o e s n ' t  h a l t  you f i r e  
a warning s h o t .  I f  he d o e s n ' t  s t o p  then you shoot  p r imar i ly  
t o  wound him and b r i n g  him down, no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  k i l l  
t h e  ind iv idua l .  We were t o l d  not  to- - tha t  you d o n ' t  shoot 
women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q. Did you have any s p e c i a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  
t rea tment  and handl ing of PW's? 

A. The e x t e n t ,  a s  f a r  a s  handl ing and t rea tment  of 
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POW'S was t o  t a g  them, c l a s s i f y  them, where w e  got  them, and 
evacuate them. 

Q I show you a f a c s i m i l e  of an e x h i b i t ,  a c t u a l l y
t h i s  s i z e ,  roughly 2-by-3 inches f o r e s i d e ,  backside.  I 
would ask you i f  you have seen t h i s  document b e f o r e ,  Exh ib i t  
M- 2? 

A. I have seen t h i s  document, was aware of it. I 
have not  read t h e  r u l e s  o t h e r  than having seen t h e  document 
and being aware of i t s  ex i s t ence .  My u n i t  was n o t  i s sued  
t h i s  type  of document. 

Q. Were your people indoc t r ina ted  i n  it. 

A. Not by me. 

(The witness  examined t h e  document.) 

My people were given c e r t a i n  por t ions  of t h i s ,  
not  i n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  aspects  of t h e  n ine  r u l e s  t h a t  a r e  l a i d  c; 

Q 
o u t  by t h i s  ca rd ,  b u t  they had been informed t o  remember t h a t  A 
we were gues t s  of t h e  country,  t h a t  we were t h e r e  t o  he lp  t h e  
South Vietnamese. We weren ' t  t h e r e  t o  rob them, o r  t o  b e a t  
them up, o r  t o  t a k e  any of t h e i r  goods, or--and t o  be  p o l i t e  
wi th  them, i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  I 

m 
(The wi tness  handed t h e  document t o  10.) CU 

(The witness  conferred with h i s  counsel . )  

Q I might say t h a t  t h i s  was made from t h e  c a r d  
comparable t o  t h i s .  This i s  t h e  form t h a t  t h e  card  is  made 
from. I have another  document, which I ' l l  p r e s e n t ,  of t h i s  
same form, which has been en te red  i n t o  testimony a s  a 
facs imi le .  Here i s  an o r i g i n a l  of t h e  card.  I would ask 
you i f  you have seen t h i s  document? Exhibi t  M-3, have you 
seen t h a t  document before? 

A. I have seen t h e  document. I had n o t  read  it 
completely, a s  I have now. 

Q Were your men i s sued  copies  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
document? 

A. No, s i r .  They were not .  
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Q- What i n s t r u c t i o n  d i d  they rece ive  i n  t h e  con ten t s  
of t h i s  card? 

A. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  contents  of t h e  ca rd ,  
t h a t  my men rece ived  were key phrases  of h a l t ;  t h e  Vietnamese 
phrase of " l a i  day, l a i  day,"  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  i t ' s  
come o u t ,  come ou t ;  and I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  phrase was "di di 
mau," l eave ,  leave  t h i s  a rea .  

Q On t h e  reve r se  s i d e ,  which c i t e s  t h e  f i v e  r u l e s ,  
d i d  your people r ece ive  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h a t ?  

A. Any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were received on t h e  handl ing 
of p r i s o n e r s  of war would be t h e  f i v e  "S ' sW--search ,  s i l e n c e ,  
seg rega te ,  speed, and safeguard.  Not i n  t h e  same wording t h a t  
i s  on t h e  back of t h i s  card.  

Q. Would you say t h a t  it had b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same 
meaning? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. I show you another  e x h i b i t ,  Exh ib i t  M - 4 ,  which 
is a comparable ca rd ,  f r o n t  and back, prepared by General 
WESTMORELAND f o r  a l l  commrnanders. 

(The wi tness  examined t h e  e x h i b i t .  1 

A. No, sir.  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I have 
e v e r  seen  t h a t  document. 

Q. Were you i s sued  such a card? 

A. No, s ir .  I was not .  

8 Did your t a s k  f o r c e  have an SOP? 

A, Yes. I t  d i d  have--my company d id  have an SOP.  

Q- Your t a s k  f o r c e ,  Task Force Barker? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir.  I have never seen an 
SOP f o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q. Did your b a t t a l i o n  have an SOP, s t and ing  opera t ing  
procedures? 
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A. Yes. I t  d i d  have.  

Q - Did your  company, i n  i t s  SOP, cover  such matters 
as t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of  war ,  t r e a t m e n t  of noncombatants, 
and r e p o r t i n g  such t h i n g s  as a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. The SOP had in fo rma t ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  hand l ing  
of  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war. I t  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  any in fo rma t ion  a s  t o  
r e p o r t i n g  o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a t r o c i t i e s .  I t  d i d  n o t  have any 
in format ion  as t o  t h e  manner and procedure  of  hand l ing  
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  any r e fugees  gene ra t ed  from combat i n s i d e  
Vietnam. 

Q I am r e f e r r i n g  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  them, r a t h e r  t han  t h e  r e fugee  a s p e c t ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  noncombatant t ype  of i n d i v i d u a l .  

A. No, sir.  It d i d  n o t .  

Q Before  your  u n i t  a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam, had 
you r ece ived  t r a i n i n g  i n  hand l ing  PW's and noncombatants 
and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca t ego ry ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Geneva Conventions,  w a r  crimes and t h i n g s  of t h i s  ca t ego ry?  

A. T h e  company had r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  f i v e  
" S ' s "  r ega rd ing  p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r .  W e  had n o t  conducted any 
i n s t u r c t i o n s  a s  f a r  as p e r t a i n i n g  t o  war c r imes ,  o r  a t r o c i t i e s ,  
o r  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  sir. 

Q. Do you cons ide r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of your  u n i t  t o  have 
been adequate  by t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam? 

A. The u n i t  t h a t  I deployed wi th  from S c h o f i e l d  
Barracks  i n  H a w a i i  w a s  s e l e c t e d  t o  go a s  t h e  advance company 
f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e .  We depa r t ed  Hawaii on 1 December of 1 9 6 7 .  
W e  f lew t o  Danang, South Vietnam, and from t h e r e  t o  Duc Pho 
where w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f i r e  base  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  a t  Carantan.  
My u n i t  was f i l l e d  up r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  by new pe r sonne l  from 
w i t h i n  t h e  brigade--new a r r i v a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I had 
a l a r g e  tu rnove r  of  personne l  t h a t  were n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  go,  
t h a t  had been w i t h  t h e  company q u i t e  some t ime ,  because  of  
ETS,  s o l e  s u r v i v i n g  s o n s ,  t h e  on ly  son i n  t h e  fami ly .  So, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  I r e c e i v e d  a tremendous i n p u t  of new pe r sonne l  
w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  month p r i o r  t o  my d e p a r t u r e .  There w a s  n o t  
much t i m e  l e f t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a s  f a r  a s  t a c t i c s ,  c lassroom 
type  of i n s t r u c t i o n .  We w e r e  busy packing and drawing 
equipment d u r i n g  t h e  month of November f o r  d e p a r t u r e  i n  December. 
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Q. What percen tage  of your  company t u r n e d  o v e r  p r i o r  
t o  your  d e p a r t u r e ?  

A. S i x t y  t o  seventy  p e r c e n t ,  s i r ,  would b e  my b e s t  
e s t i m a t e .  

iThe wi tnes s  con fe r r ed  w i t h  h i s  counse l .  j 

I would say  t h a t  approximately  60 t o  70 
p e r c e n t  of t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  new. I had had t h e  company s i n c e  
19 December 1966 and w e  had a l o t  o f  new people  t h a t  went 
w i t h  me t o  Vietnam, w i th  t h e  company, s o  t h e r e f o r e  I would 
e s t i m a t e  approximately  6 0  t o  70 p e r c e n t .  We--also 
t h e  pe r sonne l  t h a t  w e  r ece ived  were what w e  r e f e r  t o  as 
McNamara's One-Hundred Thousand, which I b e l i e v e  t h e  Army 
r e f e r s  t o  a s  a c l a s s  I V  t ype  of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  has  been 
g iven  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g ,  s o  t h a t  h e  m e e t s  t h e  l owes t  r e q u i r e -  
ments t o  come i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Q- How many o f  t h a t  ca t ego ry  o f  pe r sonne l  d i d  you 
r e c e i v e ?  

A. I do n o t  know, sir. A check of  t h e  company 
r o s t e r s  would i n d i c a t e ,  b y - s e r i a l  number, beg inn ing  w i t h  
67,  t h i s  amount, sir.  

Q. When your  u n i t  a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam, how 
long  w a s  your  p e r i o d  of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ?  

A.  I a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam on e i t h e r  1 o r  2 
December 1967. W e  l e f t  Hawaii on 1 December 196 7. W e  
a r r i v e d  t h e r e  I guess  on 2 December 67. We s t a y e d  
o v e r n i g h t  and d e p a r t e d  f o r  Duc Pho on 3 December. By t h e ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  5 t h  o r  t h e  6 t h  of  December, w e  had moved from 
t h e  3d Br igade ,  4 th  I n f a n t r y  f i r e  b a s e  a t  Duc Pho t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  f i r e  b a s e  a t  LZ Caran tan ,  where w e  immediately began 
conduc t ing  s m a l l ,  squad-s ize  p a t r o l s .  We manned t h e  e n t i r e  
b r i g a d e  p e r i m e t e r  du r ing  t h e  day and t h e  n i g h t ,  and w e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  bunkers  du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q. How long  w a s  your  p e r i o d  of  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  I n f a n t r y  Div is ion?  

A. The i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t h a t  was given t o  us a t  t h e  
NCO Academy a s  I can r e c a l l ,  w a s  a p e r i o d  o f  one day. 

Q. J u s t  one day? 
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A .  Yes, sir. S t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  morning and ending i n  
t h e  af ternoon.  

Q .  I th ink  t h a t  it w i l l  be i n  order  t o  t a k e  a s h o r t  
r ecess  and when w e  reconvene w e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  c l o s e  it 
o f f .  

, (The hear ing  recessed a t  1946 hours ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1956 hours ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hea r ing  
recessed a r e  again p resen t .  

I0 : One p o i n t  I would l i k e  you t o  c l a r i f y  f o r  m e  is 
where d i d  and a t  what t ime d i d  Colonel BARKER i s s u e  you 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  (4)? 

A. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  I received from Colonel BARKER 
as  t o  burning t h e  v i l l a g e ,  des t roying  the  l i v e s t o c k ,  and 
t h e  c los ing  of t h e  w e l l s ,  was whi le  we were conducting t h e  
a e r i a l  reconnaissance from h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Was t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a l s o  i s sued  
i n  h i s  combat order  t o  you on t h e  n igh t  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion ,  
o r  t h e  evening be fo re  t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he used t h e  same words a s  t o  
burning t h e  houses. A s  he  c a l l e d - it, ".Destroy t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and c l o s e  t h e  we l l s . "  But, he had 
given me t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  sir. 

a Who was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  with you on t h e  
reconnaissance? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I ' m  n o t  
d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e  of t h i s ,  was Captain E a r l  MICHLES. 

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel . )  

During t h i s  burning and k i l l i n g  of t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  a t  no t ime d i d  I rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from Colonel BARKER o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  anyone e l s e  t o  
s t o p  o r  d iscont inue  burning of t h e  v i l l a g e  and des t roy ing  
of t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  
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Q During t h e  e n t i r e  time t h a t  you were i n  My La i ,  
t h e r e  was no caut ion  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning 
t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h e  v i l l age - - s top  burning o r  anything 
of t h i s  category? 

A. No, sir. Not r e fe rence  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q- I b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  WEST has some ques t ions  t h a t  
he  would l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  you. 

MR WEST: Did Major CALHOUN c a l l  you t h a t  morning and say 
t o  s t o p  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. No, sir.  Major CALHOUN d id  not .  He c a l l e d  me 
and t o l d  me t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were no t  being--
innocent  c ivi l ians--were no t  being k i l l e d .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  connection with t h e  complaint from 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was probably from t h e  complaint 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

Q. Now, wi th  regard t o  t h e  bodies  t h a t  you saw along 
t h e  road, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h e r e  were 20 t o  2 4 .  Is t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. I es t imated  approximately 20 t o  2 8 ,  sir.  

Q Okay, 28. You were about how f a r  away from them 
when you s a w  them? 

A. Approximately 25 t o  50 meters ,  sir.  

Q I n  your combat experience had you ever  seen anything 
l i k e  t h a t  before?  

A .  No, sir. I had n o t .  

Q Did you make any e f f o r t s  t o  determine how t h e s e  
people were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I d id  no t .  I d i d  no t  go over near  
t h e  bodies  and I d i d  no t  t r y  t o  determine how they  died.  

Q. Why no t?  
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(The wi tness  confer red  with h i s  counsel  . )  

A. My previous combat experience up t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  
I ' v e  had nothing t o  i n d i c a t e  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s 2 r .  

Q Then i t  was q u i t e  unusual i n  your experiences? 

A .  W e l l ,  I had never seen anything i n  my previous 
combat experience of t h i s  na ture .  

(The wi tness  conferred with h i s  counsel .  ) 

I C :  I ask t h a t  he be allowed t o  desc r ibe  h i s  combat 
experience f o r  t h e  record.  

MR WEST: Go ahead. 

I0 : You w i l l  be  t h e  one t o  respond t o  t h e  ques t ion  
( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  wi tness)  . 

A. My combat e x p e r i e i c e  previous t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  has  
been such t h a t  I had never seen  anything of t h i s  type .  There 
was no l a rge - sca le  type  opera t ions  of t h i s  n a t u r e  where my 
u n i t  was going t o  engage such a l a r g e  f o r c e  a s  t h e  48th VC 
Ba t t a l ion .  

MR WEST: I be l i eve  t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you t a l k e d  wi th  
Lieutenant  CALLEY l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q On t h e  16th?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you d i s c u s s  with Lieutenant  CALLEY t h a t  t h e r e  
were some bodies along t h e  road,  t h e  2 0  t o  28 bodies? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  no t .  

Q. Was t h e  p i l e  of bodies  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Lieutenant  
CALLEY 's platoon? 

A. The p i l e  of bodies--well,  t h e  2 0  t o  28 bodies  t h a t  
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I s a w  on t h e  t r a i l  were on t h e  sou th  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY's p l a toon  had passed  
through.  

Q- I n  h i s  s e c t o r ?  

A .  I n  h i s  s e c t o r .  

Q - Capta in  MEDINA, i s  it p o s s i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  morning 
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY's men engaged i n  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  and you would 
n o t  have known about  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q You were t h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The men w e r e  d i s p e r s e d .
I n  your  judgment i s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  have happened 
and you would n o t  have s e e n  it o r  heard  about  i t  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could  have happened. I d i d  
n o t  see it. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  it. 

Q I know you s o  t e s t i f i e d .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
your  judgment. You w e r e  on t h e  ground. Did you know t h a t  
t h e r e  had been many r e p o r t s  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? What w a s  t h e  body count  SOP i n  t h e  
company? How,did you make your  body count?  What was t h e  
r u l e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  r u l e  f o r  a body count  w a s  t h a t  t o  
p h y s i c a l l y  c l a i m  an i n d i v i d u a l  VC k i l l e d  you had t o  see t h e  
body. 

Q- Would you t a k e  an ARVN r e p o r t  o r  d i d  i t  have t o  
be o f  a U.S. source?  

A. I have never  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  where I would 
t a k e  an ARVN r e p o r t  f o r  none of  them e v e r  worked wi th  me. 
B u t  i f  it was g iven  t o  me by t h e i r  commander, I would have 
no reason  t o  q u e s t i o n  h i s  body count .  

Q. But normal ly  t h e  body count  would be  made up 
from r e p o r t s  of  your  men i n  your  company? 
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A. This  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q I am r e f e r r i n g  back t o  t h e  Exhibi t  M - 6 ,  t h e  America1 
Divis ion Log, of 16 March 1968, i n  i tem 28, r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  69 VC KIA. According t o  t h e  company SOP of body count 
r u l e s ,  how would t h i s  have been made up? This would have 
been based on what type  of r e p o r t s ?  Would it be from t h e  
p la toons  o r  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I received t h i s  from t h e  p la toons .  
How they a r r i v e d  t o  t h e  number, I do no t  know, s i r .  

Q I am presuming t h a t  t h e  platoon commander-- t h a t  
you j u s t  took t h e  r e p o r t  from them? 

A. Yes, . sir. 

Q Now we have had some evidence i n  o t h e r  s ta tements  
t h a t  you ordered your men t o  des t roy  every l i v i n g  t h i n g  i n  
My La i  ( 4 ) .  I th ink  t h e r e  has  been, s t o r i e s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  
i n  t h e  news media, t h e  p r e s s .  Did you rece ive  such o rde r s?  

A. No, sir. I d id  not  rece ive  such o rde r s  from 
Colonel BARKER. I d i d  no t  i s s u e  any such o rde r  t o  my people.  
The information t h a t  I had received was t h a t  t h e  48th VC 
Ba t t a l ion  would be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  would be gone a t  0700  hours t o  market. 
This i s  t h e  information t h a t  I passed on. I t r i e d  t o  
prepare my s o l d i e r s ,  both phys ica l ly  and mental ly ,  t o  be 
prepared t o  engage t h e  4 8 t h  VC B a t t a l i o n  when they h i t  t h e  
ground. 

Q. How wel l  d i d  you know Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. Lieutenant  CALLEY was assigned t o  my company i n  
August o r  September. I b e l i e v e  it was September of 1967. 

Q. So i n  March, he  had been with you 7 t o  8 months? 

A .  He was absent  from my company f o r  a pe r iod  of 
approximately 2 weeks during t h e  month of December, when 
he and t h e  2d Platoon had gone t o  Qui  Nhon t o  guard t h e  
br igade  equipment s u p p l i e s  a s  they were coming i n .  He was 
gone f o r  approximately 9 ,  I am not  exac t ly  s u r e ,  days i n  
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February,  9 t o  11 days I guess ,  on a 3-day R&R t o  Vung Tau, 
in -count ry  R&R. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you know him w e l l ?  Did you know,how he 
func t ioned  a s  a p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  know him as w e l l  a s  I d i d  some o f  my 
o t h e r  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  I had o r i g i n a l l y - - L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY 
had t h e  2d P la toon  of t h e  company. I f e l t  t h a t  h e  was l o s i n g  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  p l a toon  and t h e  people  were n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  
p r o p e r l y  under him. I had ass igned  him t o  t h e  1st Platoon 
and made some ad jus tments  w i t h i n  t h e  company i n  t h e  end o f  
December of 1967 .  This  w a s  a l s o  s o  t h a t  we would have a 
b e t t e r  combat p o s t u r e  t o  be  a b l e  t o  go o u t  and meet t h e  
enemy. 

Q Were h i s  N C O ' s  capable  w i t h i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  N C O 1 s  w i t h i n  t h e  pla toon--wel l  a s  a m a t t e r  
of f a c t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  company--again a c l o s e  check of  t h e  
r e c o r d s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  many exper ienced  
N C O 1 s  w i t h  any g r e a t  l e n g t h  of  s e r v i c e .  I had many PFC 
and SP4 squad l e a d e r s  o r  f i r e  team l e a d e r s .  H e  had t h e  N C O ' s  
tha t - -he  had t h e  b e s t  N C O ' s  t h a t  I had i n  t h e  company. 

Q. Were they  combat exper ienced?  

A.  W e l l ,  I had moved a couple  of  people ,  squad 
l e a d e r s ,  from t h e  1st P la toon ,  t o  t h e  3d. I f e l t  i n i t i a l l y  
t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  was t h e  s t r o n g e s t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  people  
w e r e  concerned and t h a t ' s  one reason why I p l aced  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY i n  t h e  1st Pla toon .  

Q. Because you had N C O ' s  t h e r e  t h a t  cou ld  suppor t  him, 
is  t h a t  i t ?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  t hey  cou ld ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Were they  combat exper ienced noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
had p r i o r  combat expe r i ence  i n  t h a t  p l a t o o n ,  no,  s i r .  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY, n e i t h e r ,  had combat exper ience .  

(MEDINA) 8 3  APP T-5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q SO you had a platoon commanded by an o f f i c e r  and 
supported by N C O ' s ,  none of whom had combat experience? 

A. Right,  s ir .  Also, one n i g h t  i n  defensive p o s i t i o n  
while  p lac ing  o u t  a claymore mine, two of t h e  N C O ' s  t h a t  had 
been with t h e  company f o r  q u i t e  some time, they  were f a i r l y  
young, were good N C O ' s ,  were wounded by a mine and were 
evacuated s o  t h i s  c u t  him down as  f a r  a s  squad l e a d e r s  were 
concerned. 

Q I n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of your a s s a u l t  on My Lai  
was t h e r e  an i n f a n t r y  f i r e  f i g h t ?  

A. I i n i t i a l l y  repor ted  t h e  LZ a s  being cold .  Then 
I got  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  nega t ive ,  it was 
hot .  I placed t h e  word o u t  t o  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  
a rea  was h o t ,  t o  move with extreme caut ion .  I f  t h e r e  was an 
exchange of small  arms f i r e  between t h e  VC, t h e  f l e e i n g  VC 
from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and my people,  I do no t  know, sir .  

Q Did t h e  men go through t h e  v i l l a g e  with marching 
f i r e ,  f i r i n g  a s  they moved? 

A. I do not  know, sir. I d id  no t  s e e  t h a t ,  sir.  
I n i t i a l l y ,  when we received word t h a t  t h e  LZ was h o t ,  t h a t  
we were r ece iv ing  f i r e ,  t h e r e  was a volume of f i r e  t h a t  was 
placed o u t  toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY's  men 
could have g o t t e n  o u t  of c o n t r o l  during t h e i r  movement 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ,  many 
c i v i l i a n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  k i l l i n g  of t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and you would 
not  know about i t ?  

A. I t  could have bee; p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  I was no t  i n  
t h e  immediate a rea  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I had l e f t  my o r i g i n a l  
command p o s t  where I o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  up t o  go g e t  t h i s  
weapon with t h e  dead VC. 

Q You d i d n ' t  d i scuss  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  wi th  
Lieutenant  CALLEY a t  t h a t  time o r  l a t e r  on? 

A .  No, sir.  I d id  not .  

Q Did anyone ever  t e l l  you, anyone of s u p e r i o r  
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a u t h o r i t y ,  n o t  t o  t a l k  about what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  
on 1 6  March 1968? 

(The wi tness  confer red  with h i s  counsel.  ) 

A. S i r ,  a s u p e r i o r  asked me n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  ,whom 
about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q. You were opera t ing  under Task Force Barker,  s o  
t h e  commander of Task Force Barker o r  Major CALHOUN, t h e  S 3 ,  
o r  anybody i n . b r i g a d e  t h a t  was of s u p e r i o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  you 
o r  on up t h e  l i n e .  

A. Did they t e l l  me no t  t o  d i scuss  it with whom, s i r ?  

Q Did anyone ever  t e l l  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  events  
t h a t  took p l a c e  on 16 March 1968 with anyone a t  a l l ?  

'IC: Excuse me, I am t r y i n g  t o  adv i se  t h e  wi tness  t h a t  
t h e  ques t ion  can be  answered both ways. 

Q*. I am r e a l l y  no t  t r y i n g  t o  cross-examine him. 

I w i l l  rephrase  it. 

There have been s ta tements  and a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  
Captain ,W.DLNA t o l d  h i s  mer! nnt tc! t a l k  ahoiat i t - - t h e  k i l l i n g s  
t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  There has been some i n d i c a t i o n  
of t h a t  and mainly we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether t h e r e  
has been any suppression of f a c t s  a l l  t h e  way down t h e  l i n e  
by anybody. Now, with t h a t  p r i o r  s t a t ement ,  were you ever  
i n s t r u c t e d  no t  t o  t a l k  about k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My La i  
( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir. Not t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t r y i n g  t o  cover it 
up. I f  I had been asked by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  such as  
Colonel WILSON d i d  i n  May--I answered h i s  ques t ion  then ,  s i r ,  
and I would have t o  answer any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  any t ime 
between t h e  16 th  of March and t h e  time t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel W I L S O N ,  sir.  

Q. Did you want t o  f i n i s h  your answer? 

A. Yes, sir. No, s ir .  I d i d  n o t  r ece ive  any 
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i n s t r u c t i o n s  no t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  from 
any super io r  o f f i c e r  wi th  anyone o r  with an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r .  I i n s t r u c t e d  my people a s  Colonel BARKER d i r e c t e d  
me, t o  inform my people no t  t o  d i scuss  it amongst themselves 
o r  with anybody e l s e  because an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
conducted. 

10: . I  th ink  w e  have covered t h a t  p o i n t  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  
thank you. 

MR WEST: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have anything e l s e .  

I 0  : Along t h a t  same l i n e  I would l i k e  t o  c l e a r  up a 
couple of po in t s .  Did you ever  d i scuss  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
with any of t h e  o t h e r  members of your company, o t h e r  than 
t h a t  which you have a l ready i n d i c a t e d  with your p la toon l eader s?  

A.  It  might have been p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  
brought up b u t  I never ,  we never ,  went i n t o  any d e t a i l  wi th  
anybody about it. You know, whether it would be a p r i v a t e  
o r  an o f f i c e r  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  because they  were n o t  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  th ing .  

Q One ques t ion .  A p o i n t  you mentioned whi le  
M r .  WEST was ques t ioning  you. You had i n d i c a t e d  t o  
your company they could expect  t o  f i n d  t h e  48th Local 
Force B a t t a l i o n  i n  My Lai?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q You had a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  them, a t  l e a s t  you had 
been t o l d ,  t h a t  t h e  people,  t h e  women, and t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  people would have c lea red  t h e  v i l l a g e  and would be 
on t h e i r  way t o  market o r  a l ready i n  t h e  market? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  That i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

!2 Couid it nave been i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  people i n  
your company t h a t  s i n c e  you t o l d  them t h e  people,  t h e  
noncombatants, were going t o  be gone t h a t  everyth ing  t h a t  
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was t h e r e ,  by deduct ion,  would t h e r e f o r e  be 48th Local Force 
Ba t t a l ion?  My ques t ion  is--and a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they had 
been keyed up f o r  t h i s  operation--they had been t o l d  t o  be  
aggress ive ,  t o  move rap id ly .  Could t h i s  have been i n t e r p r e t e d  
by them t o  mean t h a t  they were t o  go i n  and c lean  up t h e  area?  

I C  : May I make a p o i n t  f o r  t h e  record ,  General? 

a - No. He can make a p o i n t  f o r  t h e  record  b u t  -- 

I C :  ( In te rpos ing)  Unless t h e  advice I g ive  him i s  p u t  
i n  t h e  record  I w i l l  adv i se  him n o t  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  
I w i l l  no t  permit  him t o  do so .  I w i l l  n o t  adv i se  him t o  
specu la te .  I t  would be  more damaging t o  him. 

MR WEST: You do apprec ia te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an 
admin i s t r a t ive  hear ing .  W e  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  governed by--

I C : ( In te rpos ing)  I have asked t o  pu t  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  
record.  I would l i k e  f o r  him t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion  bu t  I 
w i l l  no t  have t h e  wi tness  answer i t  i n  t h e  form i n  which h e  
can not--I  t h i n k  I know what you a r e  d r i v i n g  a t ,  and I th ink  
t h e r e  i s  a proper  answer, and I w i l l  be g lad  t o  have t h e  
wi tness  g ive  it. 

10: W e  w i l l  e n t e r  t h a t  mat ter  i n t o  t h e  record ,  and 
when w e  review t h e  record we w i l l  determine whether t h e  
ques t ion  w i l l  s t a y  i n  t h e  record or no t  o r  whether your 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w i l l  s t a y  i n .  

I C :  A l l  r i g h t .  Put it i n  the  record  o r  he  can g ive  it 
t o  you informal ly  i f  you l ike - - the  answer t h a t  I w i l l  advise  
t h e  witness  t o  g ive .  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  2027 hours ,  4 December 
1969.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  2029 hours ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

I0: . The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o .  order .  
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RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Captain  J!EDINA, i n  your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  your  u n i t  
and wi th  t h e  c i rcumstances  t h a t  e x i s t e d ,  was t h e r e  any th ing  
which was s a i d  which might have i n c i t e d  t h e  members of  C/1/20, 
t o ,  s a y ,  e x t r a - a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  when they  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l -
age t o  t h e , p o i n t  of  committing a t r o c i t i e s ?  

(The w i t n e s s  c o n f e r r e d  wi th  h i s  counse l .  ) 

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t  s ay  anyth ing  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  
t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  i n  a p rope r  s t a t e  of mind--I d i d  n o t  s a y  
anyth ing  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he w a s  t o  go i n  and 
s l a u g h t e r  women and c h i l d r e n .  Any r e f e r e n c e  made a s  t o  what 
we might f i n d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  was t h a t  of  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n .  
The women and c h i l d r e n  would be  gone t o  t h e  market  a t  0700 i n  
t h e  morning. I was t r y i n g  t o  p repa re  them men ta l ly  and 
p h y s i c a l l y  t o  m e e t  a VC main f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  outnumbered 
my people  approximately  two t o  one.  Now my r e c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  
of a VC b a t t a l i o n  be ing  approximately  250 t o  280 men. And I 
was t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  morale up, g e t  them p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  
p repared  t o  go i n  and do b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  

Q During t h e  remainder of t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  i n  
South Vietnam and w i t h  C/1/20 d i d  you h e a r  any rumors o r  
any th ing  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  i t s e l f  which might have i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  something unusual  took p l a c e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of March? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q From a l l  t h e  i n q u i r i e s . ,  t h e  . ques t ions  which had 
been addressed  t o  you by Colonel  HENDERSON, by Colonel  BARKER, 
and s o  on,  d i d  you e v e r  have reason t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something 
i n  t h e  l i n e  of  a  major a t r o c i t y  might have bezn committed i n  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  From t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  were d i r e c t e d  t o  me by 
Colonel  HENDERSON, and by Colonel  BARKER, I d i d  have s u s p i c i o n s  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  something had happened. A s  t o  what o r  t o  what 
e x t e n t ,  I was no t  aware of  and I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  b e i n g  conducted t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o u t .  

Q That  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  
Capta in  MEDINA. 
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The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

B e f o r e  w e  recess I would a s k  you i f  you have  any 
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h e a r i n g  and i f  you would l i k e  t o ,  a f t e r  my 
recess, I w i l l  g i v e  you ample t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  recess and 
you can  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  him s o  h e  w i l l  have  an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  p r e s e n t  it. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  2033 h o u r s ,  4 December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened  a t  2037 h o u r s ,  4 December 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
a r e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

A. The s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  make i s  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  C o l o n e l  F rank  BARKER who I t h o u g h t  w a s  a t remendous  and an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  t a s k  f o r c e  commander. I d o  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  C o l o n e l  
BARKER i n  any  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  or  any o f  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  
m e  a t  any t i m e  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o v e r  up any o f  t h i s  and  h e  d i d  
n o t  i n d i c a t e  f o r  m e  t o  t r y  t o  c o v e r  up any o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . I h o n e s t l y  t h i n k  t h a t  C o l o n e l  BARKER t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no  a t r o c i t i e s  commit ted .  H e  was an  o u t s t a n d i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n  my o p i n i o n .  -
10: I a m  s u r e  t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  what you 
have  j u s t  s a i d .  

D o  you have  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess u n t i l  0830 tomorrow morning.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  2040 h o u r s ,  4 December 

(An 8-by-10 c o n t a c t  p r i n t  o f  n e g a t i v e s  f rom which 
p h o t o  E x h i b i t s  P-2 t h r o u g h  P-25 had  b e e n  p r i n t e d  was s u b s e -
q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  and  e n t e r e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e  a s  E x h i b i t  P-43.) 

89 APP T-5 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MURRAY, Roger D.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27  December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1969: RTO, C/1[20 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  undergo any t r a i n i n g  
i n  Vietnam a s  t o  t h e  r u l e s  of  l a n d  w a r f a r e ,  s i n c e  he was 
p a r t  o f  t h e  advance p a r t y  and t h e  b r i g a d e  came la te r  (pg. 441. 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  E x h i b i t  M-2, 
"Nine Rules" b u t  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  whether it was d i s t r i b u t e d  
i n  H a w a i i  o r  i n  Vietnam (pg. 44) .  H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  
e i t h e r  E x h i b i t s  M-3 o r  M-4 (pgs. 4 4 ,  4 5 ) .  

2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Capta in  MEDINA1s b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  he d i d  n o t  h e a r  
t h e  complete company b r i e f i n g ,  he  r e c a l l e d  Capta in  MEDINA 
s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an NVA and a VC b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  
My Lai  a r e a  (pgs .  3 ,  5 ,  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  1 6  March were t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  H e  
no ted  t h a t  t h i s  i nc luded  t h e  burn ing  o f  hootches ,  t h e  
k i l l i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  any th ing  t h a t  
t h e  V i e t  Cong could  use  (pg.  2 4 ) .  These o r d e r s  d i d  n o t  
e n t a i l  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 24 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  h i s  impress ion  of  a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion was t h a t  f i r s t  t h e  a r e a  was 
sea rched  and then  it was des t royed  (pg. 28) . H e  s a i d  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  h e a r  m D I N A 1 s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p l a t o o n s  (pg. 5 )  . 
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b .  Morale o f  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men of  t h e  company 
were s c a r e d  about  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  where such a l a r g e  
f o r c e  w a s  expec ted  (pgs .  5 ,  6) . H e  r e p l i e d  t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know whether o r  n o t  t h e  company w a s  i n  t h e  
frame o f  mind t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  16 th  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  The l and ing  a t  My La i .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  n o t  r e c a l l  whether  
o r  n o t  t h e  doorgunner on h i s  s h i p  w a s  f i r i n g  as t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  approached t h e  l and ing  zone (pg. 3 1 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  marked w i t h  t h e  number " 2 "  on E x h i b i t  P-71 where he 
r e c a l l e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  command p o s t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  (pg.  1 3 ) ,  
and no ted  t h a t  it w a s  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  about  
100 t o  150 y a r d s  from where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had touched down 
(pgs .  8 ,  3 1 ) .  B e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was se t  up about  seven 
t h i r t y  t o  seven f o r t y  (pg. 10) . 

b .  Movements of t h e  command group. 

The command group s t a y e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  CP f o r  a 
h a l f  hour  t o  an hour  and then  moved t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a long  
t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 8 ,  11, 3 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
marked E x h i b i t  P-71 w i t h  t h e  number "4"  where t h e  command 
group set  up f o r  lunch (pg.  1 4 )  .. H e  no ted  t h a t  t h e  command 
group preceded t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 5 ) .  

c .  P r i v a t e  F i r s t  C l a s s  CARTER'S wounding h imse l f .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  CARTER w a s  n e a r  t h e  sou the rn  
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  when he  s h o t  h imse l f  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  
no ted  t h a t  he  was about  f i v e  t o  t e n  minutes away from CARTER 
when t h e  c a l l  came t h a t  he  had been wounded (pg. 3 2 )  . 
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  CARTER was wounded about  an 
hour  a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l though  t h e  l o g  
showed t h a t  it w a s  about  t h r e e  hours  (pg.  3 3 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  
it took some 1 0  t o  15 minutes f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  pickup 
t h e  v i c t i m  a f t e r  t h e  wound was i n f l i c t e d  (pg.  33) . 

d. The l and ing  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
because,  he op ined ,  o f  eng ine  t r o u b l e .  A p e r i m e t e r  w a s  s e t  
up around t h e  s h i p  (pg.  2 0 ) .  He mentioned no conve r sa t ion  
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and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f  i n  about  t e n  
minutes (pg.  2 0 ) .  

e. L a t e r  movement of t h e  company. 

H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company moved t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
and s e t  up i n  a cemetery f o r  t h e  evening (pg.  3 9 ) .  He 
added t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any Vietnamese d e t a i n e e s  
be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  evening (pg. 3 9 ) .  I t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  company s e t  up i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  o f  My Khe ( 4 )  
on t h e  second n i g h t  o u t ,  and t h a t  t hey  ope ra t ed  nea r  H i l l  85 
on t h e  fo l lowing  day (pg. 4 0 ) .  Two persons  were cap tured  
t h a t  day,  one o f  whom was a V i e t  Cong c o l o n e l  (pg.  4 0 ) .  

f .  Radio t r ansmis s ions  o f  Captain  MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  RTO f o r  C Company o p e r a t i n g  
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  (pg. 5 ) ,  b u t  he no ted  t h a t  a l l  he d i d  w a s  
c a r r y  t h e  r a d i o ,  MEDINA d i d  a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g  (pg.  2 9 )  . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA remained i n  f a i r l y  c o n s t a n t  touch 
w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER who was f l y i n g  overhead 
(pg.  29) , and added t h a t  he knew t h a t  MEDINA spoke wi th  

BARKER wh i l e  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  CP, a l though he knew noth ing  o f  
t h e  conve r sa t ion  (pg. 11). The wi tnes s  added t h a t  he could 
n o t  remember t h e  b a t t a l i o n  c a l l  s i g n ,  b u t  cou ld  recognize  
BARKER'S vo i ce  (pg. 3 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know Major CALHOUN's  
vo i ce  (pg.  38) . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
MEDINA t r a n s m i t t i n g  a body count  (pg. 2 9 ) ,  nor  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  
o f  any o r d e r s  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was d i r e c t  communication w i t h  
Landing Zone D o t t i e  when t h e  whip antenna w a s  used ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  on ly  used when a CP was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  n o t  when they  
were moving (pgs .  35, 37) . He added t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
remember t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander b reak ing  i n  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  (pg.  3 0 ) .  

g. Bodies seen by t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The wi tness -  recounted t h a t  as he  walked through t h e  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  MEDINA he saw a few burned hootches  and some 
bod ie s .  .The bodies  were men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  a l though 
he could  n o t  t e l l  i f  they  were s o l d i e r s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know how they  were k i l l e d  (pg.  1 4 ) .  
H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he saw 25 t o  30 b o d i e s ,  b u t  he s a w  no one 
a c t u a l l y  s h o t  (pgs .  16 ,  25, 2 6 ) .  He added t h a t  t h e  number 
mentioned was t h e  t o t a l  number t h a t  he had s e e n ,  and t h a t  
he had seen  no bodies  p i l e d  up. He had seen a  group of 
bodies  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  sou th  (.pgs. 1 7 ,  18 ,  19)  ). 
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These were on t h e  road and i n  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  r i c e  paddies  
(pg 19)  

h.  Burnings and shoo t ings  wi tnessed .  

The wi tnes s  opined t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  anyth ing  
unusual  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  no ted  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  
r e a l  combat o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw a 
few burn ing  hootches  i n  My L a i ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  MEDINA 
s e t  any on f i r e  (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  MEDINA 
shoo t  a woman (pg.  2 1 ) .  He d i d  r e l a t e  t h a t  he s a w  a h e l i c o p t e r  
k i l l  a V i e t  Cong and t h a t  an e lement  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  
was s e n t  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  weapon (pgs .  16. 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no th ing  be ing  burned a f t e r  t h e  company l e f t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 4 1 ) .  

i. Miscel laneous r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  an e l d e r l y  
man on t h e  16 th  (pg.  2 8 ) .  I-Ie d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  MEDINA 
go i n t o  a r i c e  paddy a f t e r  a weapon (pg.  1 2 ) .  H e  could  n o t  
remember whether o r  n o t  a l i e u t e n a n t  from t h e  M I  Detachment 
accompanied t h e  command group (pg. 3 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  
Second L ieu tenan t  LACROSS on t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  gemember 
s ee ing  Second L ieu tenan t  CALLEY (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  see any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  evening 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA 
e v e r  l o s t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company du r ing  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg. 2 4 )  . 

INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  be ing  s a i d  i n  t h e  company command 
group about  t h e  bod ie s  seen  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 19 )  . H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  remembered Colonel  HENDERSON speaking t o  
MEDINA on t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  
conve r sa t ion  (pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember anyone d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  k i l l i n g s  a t  My L a i ,  and he  never  heard  it brought  up i n  
t h e  company headqua r t e r s  s e c t i o n  (pgs . 26, 30 ) . H e  added 
t h a t  a l though no one t o l d  him t o  keep q u i e t ,  he never  d i s -
cussed t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone u n t i l  he w a s  i n t e rv i ewed  by 
Colonel  WILSON (pgs. 22, 42) . 
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5. 	 OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. 	 E x h i b i t s  i d e n t i f i e d .  

The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  e x h i b i t s  no ted  on t h e  
fo l lowing  pages .  

b.  	 Opinion o f  Captain  MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  MEDINA w a s  a g r e a t  
l e a d e r  (pg. 23)  . 

U s e  	o f  mar i juana  i n  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  termed as r i d i c u l o u s  t h e  p o s s - i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  u se  o f  mar i juana  i n  t h e  company (pg. 2 3 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' NOTES PAGES 

-	 V C a r d ,  " N i n e  R u l e s "  it f ami l i a r  w i t h .  4 4  

MACV C a r d ,  " E n e m y  i n  Y o u r i J i t  n o t  f ami l ia r  


I1  -	 with.  4 4 ,  45 
MACV C a r d ,  " G u i d e  f o r  d i t  n o t  f a m i l i a r  

rs w i t h .  4 5  
C / 1 / 2 0  R o s t e r ,  corrected E n t e r e d  i n t o  

14-1 9 1 6  M a r c h  PVwe 55 

-	 Miscellaneous Scenes W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 4 5 ,  4 6  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-6 I1 11 P F C  CARTER. 4 6  
W i t  recognized P F C  

II 	 I#-	 CARTER w i t h  m e d i c .  4 6  

W i t  recognized 


I1  	 I1- MURRAY. 35, 4 6  
W i t  recognized 

11 	 I1  -	 WIDMER. 35, 4 7  
W i t  recognized 

11 	 11-	 CARTER. 4 7  

D u s to££ p i c k i n g  


II 	 I 1-	 up CARTER. 4 7  

W i t  recognlzed,  


1: 	 I1  

P - 1 4  

P - 1 3  YiRONEY , PHU , ALAU):. 36 , 4 8 
I d e n t i f i e d  as 

I 1  I1  burn ing  hootches.  4 9  

P - 1 8  I1  I1  
I d e n t i f red ALAUX. 4 9  
I d e n t i f i e d  L I T T L E ,  

11 	 I 1  -	 ALAUX, & PHU. 4 9 ,  50 
LZ D o t t i e  on recon 

- I1  I1  . 	 of 1 6  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 .  50 

If - II N o t  recognized. 36 

W i t  recognized 


I1  	 11P-60 	 a m e r b e r  of C C o .  5 1  
W i t  recognized 

I 1  	 I f  -	 P F C  SMITH.  52 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCFtIPTION ' NOTES PAGES, 

'w i t  recognized 
P-66 . M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes P H U  and M A R T I N .  

11 W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  P H U .  54 
. M e m b e r  of C C o ;  50, 5i 

I1  	 I 1  
SGT W H 	 54 

I# 	 II-	 I d e n t i f i e d  M I N H .  54 
8,lOf-	 A e r i a l  Photo  M a r k e d  by t h e  w i t .  13,14, 
16,19, 
20,47 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1419 hours ,  27  

December 1 96 9. ) 


MR WEST: The hea r ing  ~ $ 1 1  come  t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  
MR WEST, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN,  COL WILSON, LTC 
PATTERSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  wi tness  is Roger D. MURRAY. 

(MR MURRAY was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and res idence .  

A .  Roger D. MURRAY. I work a t  S e a r s ,  Roebuck 
& Company. M y  address  i s  1 2 7  North Vic to ry ,  Waukegan, 
I l l i n o i s .  

MR WEST : W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your corning i n ,  M r .  MURRAY. 
Before w e  start asking any ques t ions  , Coionel MILLER 
w i l l  g ive  you some pre l iminary  guidance on t h e  na tu re  
of t h i s  i n q u i r y  and what we are doing. 

COL MILLER: This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of 
t h e  Army of t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations i n  two major 
areas : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews 
wi th in  t h e  chain of command, of what w e  now c a l l  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of about March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  of i n f o r -
mation o r  t h e  withholding of information by any person 
who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t s  they knew about 
this My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
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The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is no t  being conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  and a l l  of the circum-
s tances  as  t o  e x a c t l y  what went on a t  My Lai although 
w e  do g e t  i n t o  a ~ E g n i f i c a n tnumber of them. We a r e  
keyed t o  t h e  two purposes t h a t  I have j u s t  mentioned. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  and w e  
have read s ta tements  by many wi tnesses ,  which s t a t e -
ments were made b e f o r e  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
bodies .  

Today your testimony w i l l  be under oa th .  
A verbat im record  w i l l  be k e p t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t e r  w e  do have a t a p e  recorder .  

The r e p o r t  i t s e l f  c a r r i e s  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of c o n f i d e n t i a l  u n l e s s  some h igher  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is 
requi red  f o r  some p a r t  of it. However, t h e r e  is a t  
l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony 
could become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  some 
l a t e r  time. 

Before we go any f u r t h e r  I would l i k e  
t o  make a comment i n  r e s p e c t  t o  your testimony i n  
this hear ing  today. W e  would reques t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i scuss  t h i s  testimony with o t h e r  wi tnesses  who 
you know of t h a t  may have been he re  o r  may come 
here  o r  otherwise except  a s  you might be r equ i red  
t o  do s o  before  an admin i s t r a t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  or 
j u d i c i a l  body of competence. Are you a wi tness  
o r  have you been given n o t i c e  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  the cour t -mar t i a l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v.  Calley? 

A .  Yes. 

Q Your testimony he re  comes w i t h i n  t h e  
l i m i t s  of t h a t  o rde r .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h a t  o rde r  
does no t  p r o h i b i t  your t e s t i f y i n g  he re .  The m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h a t  case has  s o  ru led .  Furthermore, t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you appear h e r e  does no t  otherwise a f f e c t  
t h a t  r u l i n g .  It goes on a s  it was. 

Do you have any ques t ions  on anything 
t h a t  I covered today? 
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A. No. 

MR WEST : I understand,  M r .  MURRAY, t h a t  i n  March 
1968 you w e r e  a member of t h e  Army? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Your grade a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Spec 4 .  

Q What was your assignment? 

A. RTO . 
Q What was t h e  u n i t  and where were you
s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. W i t h  t h e  C/1/20, Vietnam. 

Q Was C/1/20 a t  t h a t  t ime assigned t o  Task Force 
Barker? 

A .  Yes. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  an opera t ion  involv ing  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  on 
1 6  March 1968? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q W e  have had evidence t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  
the day be fo re  t h i s  opera t ion  Char l i e  Company was 
b r i e f e d  by Captain MEDINA on what t h e  opera t ion  
was about,  what t o  expect ,  and t o  g i v e  them t h e i r  
o rde r s  and s o  f o r t h .  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  No, I was on t h e  r a d i o .  I b e l i e v e  I was 
t h e r e  p a r t  of t h e  t ime. Some of it I heard.  Some 
of i t  I d i d n ' t  hea r .  

Q What do you mean you w e r e  on t h e  r a d i o ?  
A t  the TOC f o r  example? . 
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A .  No, I was t a k i n g  ca re  of  b a t t a l i o n  r a d i o ,  
and w e  had t o  have somebody on t h e  r a d i o  a t  a l l  times. 

Q Where was t h a t  l oca ted?  Was t h a t  i n  
t h e  TOC? . 

A .  No, w e  had our  own l i t t l e  CP bunker. 

Q. A r a d i o  shack? A r a d i o  bunker? 

A. Right.  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  before  w e  go back t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  given by Captain PmDINA, do you r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  about a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  one of t h e  men 
of t h e  company along about t h i s  t ime? W e  have had 
some testimony t h a t  t h e r e  was a f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e ,  
a memorial. s e r v i c e  j u s t  be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  
same day. Other tes t imony t h a t  t h i s  occur red  a t  
an e a r l i e r  t ime. I wondered i f  you had any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h i s ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember any s e r v i c e  l i k e  
t h a t  before  a b r i e f i n g .  

Cl There was a memorial s e r v i c e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
f o r  a man named hXBER, who was t h e  C i r s t  member of 
Char l i e  Com2any who was k i l l e d ,  and M r .  MARTIN, who 
has  j u s t  t e s t i f i e d  and I b e l i e v e  you knew. He p laced  
t h i s  a c t i o n  i n  February.  T h a t l s . h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  WEEER? 

A. I n  February I th ink  I was s t i l l  dcwn 
a t  Sa Huynh. I j u s t  joined t h e  company about 2 weeks 
p r i o r ,  be fo re  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. You knew t h i s  as  P i n k v i l l e .  This  p a r t i c u l a r
ope ra t ion  was it c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I got  t h e  nickname af te rwards .  
I picked it up a f t e rwards ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q I know it has been r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  
p r e s s  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  Would you t e l l  u s ,  p l e a s e ,  what 
you heard a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  A s  much of it as  you r e c a l l ,  
t h e  p a r t  of it t h a t  you heard.  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was supposed t o  be tw2 
d i v i s i o n s .  One was NVA, one was VC. I c a n ' t  remember 
w h a t  d i v i s i o n s  they were t h a t  w e r e  supposed t o  be i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e .  Tha t ' s  mostly what I heard.  

Q So you heard some p a r t  of t h e  enemy sit-
uat ion?  

A. Right ,  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n .  

Q Did you hea r  Captain M E D I N A ' s  o rde r s  
f o r  t h e  company? Did he t e l l  them what t o  do? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  which way the pla toons  w e r e  
going? 

Q. Y e s ,  and i n  genera l  what t h e i r  mission 
was i n  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

A. That p a r t  I d i d n ' t  hea r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  p a r t .  

Q You were Captain iviEDIiu'A1s RTO? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Didn ' t  he have more than  one r a d i o  opera to r?  

A .  H e  had two. 

Q Which r a d i o  d i d  you have? 

A .  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q What, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
was t h e  mood of t h e  men of t h e  company on t h e  n i g h t  
be fo re  t h e  a s s a u l t  a f t e r  they  had rece ived  t h e i r  
o rde r s  and w e r e  looking forward t o  t h e  next  day? 

A. It w a s n ' t  chee r fu l .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  
you, t o  be t r u t h f u l ,  what kind of mood t h e  company 
was i n .  
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Q Y e s .  For example, were they sca red  or  
were they  i n t e n s e  o r  were they fevered?  

A. I imagine they  w e r e  s ca red  a s  much as  
I was. 

Q Had it been represented  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a s t r o n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  anytime you g e t  information l i k e  
t h a t ,  a s t r o n g  f o r c e ,  you k i n a  of worry about it. 

COL FRANKLIN:  You say  you had been t h e  RTO f o r  
about 2 weeks? 

A. I was t h e  RTO . f o r  3 months f o r  Captain 
MEDINA. U p  by Duc Pho I f e l l  l n t o  a d i t c h  and t o r e  
my n a i l  o f f ,  and when Task Force Barker was formed 
I c o u l d n ' t  go wi th  it. I had no n a i l .  The medics 
k e p t  me back, s o  I was wi th  t h e  company when they  
went over  t o  Vietnam, b u t  I was i n  Sa Huynh f o r  
about 2 months. 

Q When I was wrth a b a t t a l i o n ,  M r .  MURRAY, 
t h e  guy t h a t  probably knew more what was going on 
i n  t h a t  company, than  anybody e l s e  was t h e  guy on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  push. This was t h e  guy t h a t  was very ,  
very c lose  t o  t h e  company commander. A guy t h a t  
was aware of a l l  t h e  messages t h a t  went back and 
f o r t h ,  and I have seen  on a t  l e a s t  two occasions where 
he was t h e  guy most capable of running t h e  company 
when t h e  company commander was away o r  h u r t .  So, 
I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  say  w e  a r e  ve ry  f o r t u n a t e  t o  
have you because you must know an awful l o t  of what 
went on this day. 

COL WILSON: How o f t e n  would t h e  chapla in  come through 
a t  f i r e  base Dot t i e?  Do you r e c a l l  ever  see ing  him 
the re?  

A .  I r e c a l l  s ee ing  him once, I be l i eve .  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  br igade  chapla in?  
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A. I d o n R tt h h ?  we had a brigade chaplain 
as I r e c a l l .  

Q You don t remember t h e  chaplain ' s name? 

No.A. . . 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether t he re  were any 
engineers at tached t o  the  u n i t  on the  16th of March 
a t  f i r e  base Dott ie? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  on t h a t ,  because I know 
w e  had engineers wi th  us before,  bu t  I don ' t  know 
whether w e  had them afterwards o r  before.  

Q.  Did they normally s t a y  with you a t  Dot t i e  
o r  d id  they go back t o  another locat ion? 

A. No. They usual ly  s tayed a t  Dott ie .  

Q Right a t  Dott ie? 

Q Do you remember any of t he  people who 
w e r e  connected with t he  engineers t h a t  supported 
C Company? 

A. Names? No. 

Q Do you know whether the  mortar platoon 
of C Company w a s  a t  Uptight o r  a t  Dott ie? 

A .  I be l ieve  t h a t  they were up a t  Dott ie .  
I c a n ' t  remember f o r  sure .  I t  was Dott ie  o r  Uptight. 

Q Did the  platoon sergeant  o r  the  cornmuni-
ca to r  from the  mortar platoon meet wi th  t h e  company 
commander's headquarters command group? Do you 
remember anybody from the  mortar platoon normally 
being w i t h  you on t h i s  type of  operat ion? 

A. No. 
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  MURRAY, j u s t  one ques t ion  t o  
c l a r i f y  something. You mentioned enemy on t h e  1 5 t h )  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you a t tended.  Did you say t h e s e  
were two VC d i v i s i o n s ?  

A. No, one was a NVA. I th ink  one was an 
NVA t h e  o t h e r  was a VC. 

Q Divisions? 

A. O r  b a t t a l i o n s .  B a t t a l i o n s  I mean. 

MR WEST: I t ake  it on -the next  morning when t h e  
company was l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  you w e r e  i n  
t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  with Captain MEDINA? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  d i d  you observe any of 
the  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  as  you came i n t o  t h e  land-
i n g  zone? 

A. No. 

Q Afte r  you landed zzd evzrybody g o t  o u t  
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you move o u t  with t h e  command 
group? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us who composed t h e  command 
group t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I was wi th  headquarters  s e c t i o n ,  and I 
be-l ieve t h e  1st Platoon went i n  f i r s t .  We s e t  up 
a CP a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  where 
we s tayed.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Can you r e c a l l  who was wi th  
you i n  t h e  command group. You and Captain MEDINA,  
t h e r e  was another  RTO. Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. John PAUL was t h e  company RTO. 
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. . 

Q Actual ly ,  WDMER was t h e r e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  
day. W e  have had o t h e r  testimony t h a t  he was p r e s e n t .  
What o t h e r  people--who e l s e  made up t h e  headquar ters  
s e c t i o n ?  

A. Our head medic, MARTIN--

Q . ( In terpos ihg]  CAPEZZA? 

A. I d o n ' t  know h l s  name b u t  t h a t  sounds 
l i k e  it. 

Q I t M n k  t h a t  was t h e  one. Who was t h e  
o t h e r  man you mentAoned? 

A .  MARTIN. 

Q Who was he? 

A. You j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  him, I b e l i e v e .  

Q H e  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  RTO f o r  the--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  A r t i l l e r y .  

Q Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  who was an a c t u a l  
, member of  . t he  company i n  t h e  command group? 

A. I. can 't remember anybody else . 
a *  Do you remember an i n t e r p r e t e r  be ing  
w i t h  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Our i n t e r p r e t e r .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  
name, though. 

& Were t h e r e  any National  P o l i c e  wi th  you 
i n  t h e  command group a t  t h e  t ime you f i r s t  landed? 

A. As f a r  a s  I remember I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  
was. 
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Q M r .  MURRAY, t h a t ' s  an a e r i a l  photograph
(Exhibi t  P-1 l a t e r  rece ived  i n  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  
P-71) of the a r e a  i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 ) .  This 
is  a map 1:25,000 map of t h e  area .  This i s  Exh ib i t  MAP-
4 .  I f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  h e r e  is  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet of My L a i  
( 4 ) .  This is t h e  same photograph. Kere i s  a l i t t l e  stream 
meandering around i n  here .  This i s  nor th  and the  s c a l e  is  
1 inch  equals  about 100 meters. Does t h i s  a rea  look f a m i l i a r  
t o  you a t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  it does. 

Q Now, w e  have had o t h e r  testimony which 
makes it r a t h e r d e f h i t e  t h a t  t h e  landing zone was 
w e s t  of t h e  hamlet i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy here .  With 
this pen could you mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
where t h e  company i n i t i a l l y  set up t h e  CP? 

A .  You mean along t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Yes, wherever it was. I b e l i e v e  you
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  r 2 g h t  a f t e r  landing you d i d  s e t  up 
a l i t t l e  CP.  This  is nor th .  Perhaps t o  o r i e n t  
you a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ,  M r .  MURRAY, w e  have two b lack  
photographs on t h e  w a l l  over here. Let t h e  record 
show t h a t  t h e  wi tness  i s  looking a t  Exhib i t  P-45. 

A. I t ' s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  somewhere. I'm n o t  
f o r  s u r e .  

Q Could you put  a c i r c l e  t h e r e  with a 1 
i n s i d e  of i t ?  Do you remember about what t ime t h i s  
was? The records  show t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  landing 
took p lace  about 0730 i n  t h e  morning. 

A .  About 0730. 

Q. So it was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  when you s e t  
up your CP? 

A .  It d i d n ' t  t a k e  us more than  10 minutes 
t o  g e t  down t h e r e .  

(MURRAY) APP T-43 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q A l l  r2ght .  By th3s  t ime t h e  1st Platoon 
moved on i n t o  t h e  hamlet. 

A. Right. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a s  you landed t h e r e  and 
t h e  two p la toons  moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet,  was t h e r e  
any enemy f i r e ?  D o  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. There was some 
f i r i n g  going on. 

Q Could you t e l l  whether it was f r i e n d l y  
o r  enemy f i r e ?  

A. To m y  own knowledge I t h i n k  it was enemy 
f i r e .  

Q Could you t e l l  us p l e a s e  what happened
a f t e r  you set up your company CP t h e r e ?  

A. I t h h k  we s tayed there f o r  about an 
hour ,  maybe a h a l f  hour and we  moved. I t h i n k  we 
moved toward t h e  sou theas t  along t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q 9 A l l  r i g h t .  Before we move away from t h e r e  
during t h i s  t i m e  was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  r a d i o  t r a n s -
missions over  your n e t ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. Captain MEDINA was t a l k i n g  on the r a d i o .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of h i s  conversat ion? 

A. No. 

Q Who was he t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. It could have been Colonel BARKER. 

Q- Colonel BARKER was t h e  commander of Task 
Force Barker. 

A .  Right.  
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Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of t h e  subs tance  
of t h e  conversat ion? 

A. Whenever he g o t  a c a l l  I would hand t h e  
phone t o  him. 

Q I s e e .  A t  most you would only h e a r  h i s  
s i d e  of i t  anyway. 

A. Right. 

Q During t h i s  time d i d  Captain MEDINA move 
out  i n t o  a r i c e  paddy somewhere t o  pick up a weapon? 
Do you r e c a l l  such an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I don 't remember. t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Would you then  go ahead an 
t e l l  us what occurred a f t e r  you moved o u t  from t h e  
company CP? 

A. W e  moved along t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  about t h i s  
po in t .  

& Could you t r a c e  with t h e  marking pen 
t r a c e  t h e  r o u t e  you took through t h e r e  t o  t h e  best 
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

COL FRANKLIN: One inch  equals  one hundred meters .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a road t h a t  goes through 
t h a t  v i l l a g e .  A smali  pa th ,  a heavy pa th .  

MR WEST: M r .  MURRAY, I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  
ske tch  of t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  which has been 
made by an a r t i s t  from t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. D o  
you recognize t h i s  as a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Looking ,back a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i n  
f r o n t  of you can you t r a c e  t h e  pa th  of Captain MEDINA 
and t h e  command group now i n  your i n i t i a l  CP?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e  command group was down f a r t h e r .  
I c a n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  t h e  command group was down 
f a r t h e r  he re ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  because I t h i n k  a "gook" ran 
across  he re .  There was t r e e s  over h e r e ,  and w e  had 
one dus tof f  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, s o  i t  would have t o  be 
he re .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Why don' t you mark i t  where 
you now r e c a l l  t h e  CP was. We ' l l  mark i t  number 2 
wherever you t h i n k  it was. 

A. I t  could have been up t h e r e .  W e  moved 
down t h a t  f a r .  I d o n ' t  remernber o r  else it could 
have been r i g h t  about i n  h e r e  somewhere. 

Q And t h a t ' s  where you thin;; t h e  i n i t i a l  
CP was. Could you t e l l  u s  what occurred a f t e r  you 
l e f t  t h e  i n i t i a l  CP? 

A. W e  moved , a l o n g , t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  and w e  
had t o  c a l l  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  

Q Can you t r a c e  t h e  r o u t e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we c u t  through l i k e  t h i s .  

Q You went t o  t h e  southern  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  And t h e  dus to f f  occurred i n  h e r e  
somewhere. 

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  What occurred t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. But he  accident-
a l l y  s h o t  himself  i n  t h e  l e g  wi th  a .45.  

Q Was t h i s  CARTER? 

A. Right.  

Q PFC CARTER? 

A. Right.  
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Q What d id  you s e e  now a s  you walked along? 
I b e l i e v e  you were fol lowing Captain MEDTNA. What 
was t ak ing  p lace?  What d id  you s e e  a s  you went along 
the hamlet? 

A. I saw a few b u r n t  hootches. I saw a few 
bodies l ay ing  around. 

Q W e r e  t h e s e  clvklkans o r  Vietnamese people 
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I c o u l d n r t  t e l l  if they w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  
o r  not .  

Q W e l l ,  w e r e  they  men, women, c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Men and women. 

Q. Did you s e e  any ch i ld ren?  

A. No. 

Q Could you t e l l  how t h e s e  people had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t ,  no. 

Q What occurred a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  invo lv ing  
CARTER and t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. W e  moved on t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and set  up t h e r e  f o r  lunch. 

Q Would you t r a c e  t h a t  route?  J u s t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

Before w e  l eave  t h a t  p o i n t  would you mark 
it.  Le t  t h e  record  show t h e  dus tof f  p o i n t  is  marked 
number 3 ,  and would you mark as number 4 t h e  p lace  
where you set up f o r  lunch? Was t h e  command group 
with you a t  t h 3 s  p o i n t ?  

1 4  
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A. Y e s .  

Q e  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r ,  MURRAY, l e t  me say  
this. W e  have had a good b i t  of testimony as t o  
what went on i n  My Lai ( 4 )  dur ing  t h i s  per iod  from 
t h e  t ime of t h e  i n i t i a l  landing till around 1000-
1030 i n  t h e  morning. The f i r s t  two p la toons  went 
through t h e  hamlet i n  probably l e s s  than  an hour.  
The 3d Platoon came along behind and mopped up. 
The evidence is r a t h e r  c l e a r  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any 
r e s i s t a n c e  whatever,  and t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  hamlet men, women, and l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  number of them were k i l l e d .  
The testimony i s  va r i ed  as  t o  how many. The t e s -
timony v a r i e s  as  t o  whether any surv ived .  There 
i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  testimony t h a t  none surv ived .  There 
is s u b s t a n t i a l  testimony t h a t  t h e  company command 
group saw many dead bodies i n  t h e  ham'-et. Saw some 
of the  k i l l i n g s .  Captain MEDINA was p r e s e n t  a t  
much of t h i s .  Captain MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  along 
the  t r a i l  south  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a s t  of t h e  p o i n t  marked 
number 4 ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  he saw a t  a 
d i s t a n c e  uZ &out 30 meters a c l u s t e r  of buGies  
on t h e  road. 

A. Right i n  he re?  

Q No, i t ' s  j u s t  below t h e  p o i n t  marked 
number 3 .  I g i v e  you t h i s  background, because I 
want t o  advise you t h a t  you, when discharged from 
service--well ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  you a r e  n o t  suspected  
of any o f fense  whatever. You have been discharged 
from t h e  s e r v i c e  and could no t  be t r i e d  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  
of an a r t i c l e  of the  Uniform Code i n  any e v e n t .  
There is some p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some people,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  might be charged w i t h  an 
o f fense  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  law of war,  b u t  nobody 
who only saw t h i n g s  could be charged wi th  such 
an o f f e n s e .  I make t h i s  s ta tement  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  
ma t t e r s  i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  you a r e  somewhat appre-
hensive when we a r e  ques t ioning  you about t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  With t h i s  background I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  
you over  t h i s  r o u t e  and s e e  i f  you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you have been t o l d  about 
by o t h e r  wi tnesses  and by o t h e r  testimony. 
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This morning M r .  MARTIN t o l d  us  when he w a s  wi th  
t h e  command group, they  were following Captain MEDINA. 
He saw a group of some 7-10 people s h o t  down by 
s o l d i e r s  with M-16ts. Did you s e e  such a th ing?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  nobody s h o t .  Bodies, b u t  
nobody s h o t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How many bodies  d i d  you see 
a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A. About 25 o r  30. 

Q Could you t e l l  how they were k i l l e d .  
For  example, were they  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
o r  smal l  arms f i r e ?  

A. To be t r u t h f u l  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  them. 

Q How d i d  they  appear t o  you? 

A.  They were k ind  of s c a t t e r e d .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  it was a r t i l l e r y  mysel f ,  b u t  they d id  have 
guiiships iri G"1e hrea fi r i r rg  iipon ,thev i l l a g e  i f  
I am n o t  mistaken. I t  poss ib ly  could have been 
gunships a l s o .  

Q - Yes, I wanted t o  ask you about t h a t .  
A f t e r  you s e t  up your i n i t i a l  CP,  d i d ' y o u  h e a r  o r  
s e e  f i r e  from t h e  gunships i n  t h e  a rea  i n  and around 
t h e  hamlet? 

A. Well, I know one i f  I am n o t  mistaken.  
One gunship go t  a VC over  h e r e  and one r i f l e  from 
a VC. 

Q Could you i n d i c a t e  a p o i n t  on t h e  map 
and give it a number 5 ?  

A .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken i t  was t o  the west  
of us.  
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Q Could you say  again what happened t h e r e ?  
I 'm n o t  s u r e  I understand. 

A. One of t h e  gunships had c a l l e d ,  I heard 
t h i s  a f t e rwards ,  t h a t  they were chasing a  VC, and 
they s h o t  him, s o  we s e n t  a smal l  element from t h e  
3d Platoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  p ick  up t h e  r i f l e .  

Q . This was a VC k i l l e d  and you send o u t  
an element of t h e  3d Platoon t o  pick up t h e  r i f l e ?  

A. I 'm s u r e  it was t h e  3d Pla toon,  because 
they  w e r e  behind us .  

.Q Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  of t h a t  
na tu re  o u t  t o  t h e  west of t h e  hamlet? I b e l i e v e  
e a r l i e r  you mentioned about,  I t h i n k  you s a i d  a  
"dink" chas ing  across  t h e  r i c e  paddy t o  t h e  south-
west?  

A. Yes. The reason t h a t  I remember i t  i s  
because t h e r e  is  a v i l l a g e  he re .  I b e l i e v e  it i s  
a v i l l a g e .  A small  one. It  was r i g h t  t h e r e  towards 
the hootches over  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason why 
when I looked a t  t h e  map I r e c a l l e d  where t h e  CP 
would be a t .  

Q Would you mark t h e  p o i n t  about where 
you saw him. Number 6 ,  I guess? 

A. Right about t h e r e .  

Q = Did t h i s  man g e t  away? 

A. Right.  We j u s t  caught a f a s t  glimpse 
of him. That was a l l .  

Q Could you i n d i c a t e ,  a s  b e s t  you can,  M r .  
MURRAY, on t h e  photograph where i n  t h e  hamlet you 
saw bodies .  You s a i d  you saw 25 t o  30. 

A. To ta l .  

(MURRAY) 
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9. T o t a l ,  I understand. Were they s c a t t e r e d  
ou t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  were t h e r e  some i n  groups? 

A. There was one smal l  group, b u t  they w e r e  
k ind  of s c a t t e r e d  though. They w e r e n ' t  p i l e d  up. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  about where t h a t  was? 

A. I t  was in the v i l l a g e  somewhere, b u t  I 
don' t r e c a l l  where it was. 

Q Was i t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  i n s i d e  
the v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  i t  was ou t s ide .  

Q I know i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  I t ' s  been about 
21 months. 

A .  Right. Too many opera t ions .  

Q One reason w e  ask you t h i s  i n  t h i s  d e t a i l  
i s  because very o f t e n  t h i s  w i l l  f i t  i n  wi th  what 
o t h e r  wi tnesses  have s a i d  and h e l p  us  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  f a c t s .  

A. I t h i n k  it was a t  t h e  south end of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I know i t ' s  t h e  sou th  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Would i t  h e l p  t o  r e c a l l  whether it was 
near  CARTER' s dus t o f  Z? 

A.  I seen  i t  af terwards .  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e .  
I t  seemed l i k e  it  was up h e r e  somewhere. 

Q Was i t  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e ?  

It was o u t s i d e  of t h ~s i l i age .  

Q Now, we have testimony about a d i t c h  
wi th  a number of people i n  it. Could t h i s  be what 
you a r e  th ink ing  o f ?  

A .  No. 
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Q e  Was it ,just a few people? Were they  on 
the road? I n  the rise paddy? 

A. Some were on t h e  road. Some were i n  
the r i c e  paddy. 

Q Do you t h i n k  you r e c a l l  w e l l  enough t o  
mark t h e  approximate p lace?  

A. I'm guessing.  Number 7. 

Q About how many people w e r e  t h e r e  do you
r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was about ,  I would s a y ,  
f i v e  or  t en .  I ' m  j u s t  guessing because I s p o t t e d  
them f a s t  and I looked t o  one s i d e .  

Q Had you e v e r  been on an o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  
where you saw t h i s  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ? .  

A.  No. 

Q Did t h e  members of t h e  command group, 
a s  you went a long,  d id  you t a l k  about t h i s ?  Was 
t h e r e  any comment made? 

A. No. 

Q A 1 1  r i g h t ,  M r .  MURRAY, going back t o  
p o i n t  4 when you set  up on t h e  e a s t  edge of t h e  
hamlet ,  we  g o t  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  company, a f t e r  
moving through t h e  hamlet ,  had set up a per imeter  
t o  t h e  e a s t ,  approximately on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
this r i c e  paddy which l i e s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Do you 
remember s e e i n g  a per imeter?  Do you know about 
how t h e  men were l i n e d  up? 

(Witness responded i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

You don 't r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  
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During t h e  morning 
of the  v i l l a g e ,  do 
l and  around t h e r e ?  

, a f t e r  you reached t h e  e a  
you remember see ing  a  he1 

A bubbletop h e l i c o p t e r ?  

.st end 
i c o p t e r  

A. You mean a f t e r  they moved o u t ?  

Q Well, a f t e r  you s e t  up on t h e  edge of 
the hamlet h e r e  a t  p o i n t  4 .  

A.  I remember one landing  r i g h t  here .  W e  
s e t  a per imeter  around him because he had t r o u b l e ,  
engine t r o u b l e  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  I th ink  
we may have s e t  up a CP r i g h t  h e r e  f o r  lunch. I 
might be wrong on t h a t .  

Q Ins tead  of  where you had i t ?  

A. Right,  now t h a t  you mention t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Go ahead and mark t h a t  number 8. 

A. It could have been e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two 
spo t s .  We moved ou t  a  l i t t l e  ways and t h i s  chopper 
had tc csne dowz. He d i d n ' t  call anybody. H e  j u s t  
came down and s a i d  he was having problems. So, 
we s e t  a small  per imeter  around him. About 10 
minutes l a t e r  he took o f f  . When you mentioned a 
h e l i c o p t e r  i t  brought it back. 

Q - Do you know why he landed? 

A,. . I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  I may be wrong, he 
had a problem running o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  because 
nobody went up t o  t a l k  t o  him. We s e t  up a  smal l  
per imeter  t o  p r o t e c t  him. We were i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  r i c e  paddy when it happened. 

2 I see. You d o n ' t  remember a n e i i c o p t e r
landing i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f ,  
roughly between p o i n t s  4 and 8? 

A. No. He was f a r t h e r  o u t ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

(MURRAY ) 20  
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Q D o  you remember an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  morning i n  
which Captain MEDINA s h o t  a  woman, a young l ady ,  a 
young woman? 

A. That I don1t remember. 

Q W e  have had s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  t o  t h i s  inc lud ing  
Captain MEDINA? 

A. I know. I heard it on TV. I j u s t  couldn'  t remem-
b e r  what happened. 

Q This  d i d n ' t  r e f r e s h  your memory? 

A .  No. 

(2. But you were w i t h  Captain MbDINA a i l  t h e  t ime? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I can .  remember I was, b u t  he i s  a 
. f a s t  walker.  

F 

(2 There was a t ime, and I me]-t ioned this e a r l i e r ,  
wnen apparent ly  he l e f t  and wenr: a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddies  
t o  pick up a weapon. He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have 
anybody t o  send a t  t h e  time s o  he went o u t  and g o t  it. I 
wonder i f  yo6 r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Maybe i t  was t h a t  r i f l e  a t  number 5 ?  

Q I d o n ' t  know, b u t  he t o l d  us  about it. 

A. O f  course ,  we g o t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  f i v e  weapons 
t h a t  day. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he d i d  o r  n o t ,  t o  t e l l  
you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q J u s t  a f t e r  t h e  company f i n i s h e d  moving through 
My Lai  (41  , perhaps around 1000 o r  1030 i n  t h e  morning, do 
you r e c a l l  a message coming t o  Captain M E D I N A ,  and he 
then i s s u e d  t h e  orders  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  o r  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. I t  could have, b u t  I don' t remember anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  16 March 1968, d i d  any in -
v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t a l k  t o  you about what happened t h a t .day? 
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a A. The f i r s t  t ime I was t a l k e d  t o  w a s ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was i n  Apr i l .  

Q. Was t h i s  by Colonel WILSON? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Back i n  South Vietnam, d i d  anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  
you? 

(Witness responded i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Would you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No. 

Q = The br igade  commander? 

A .  I knew who he  was, b u t  t h a t  was a l l .  

Q H e  never t a l k e d  t o  you? Colonel BARKER? 

(Witness responded i n  t h e  negat ive .  ) 

Did snybody ey?er tsll pcu tc keep q u i e t  a s a t  
what had gone on t h a t  day i n  My Lai (4)? 

A. No. 

Q Captain MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  he had c a l l e d  t h e  
company t o g e t h e r  and told them t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  it would be b e s t  not  t o  t a l k  about i t  
whi le  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
happening? 

A. When w a s  t h i s  supposed t o  happen? 

Q a W e l l ,  t h i s  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  16 March. I 
d o n ' t  r eca l l - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Because a l o t  of  t i m e s  when he 
c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  I would have t o  s t a y  on the 
rad io .  We had t o  moni ter  t h e  r a d i o s  a t  a l l  t imes.  I might 
no t  have been the re .  
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Q m  How long d i d  you s t a y  wi th  Char l i e  Company a f t e r  
1 6  March? 

A. U n t i l  November 5 t h e  

Q A l l  t h e  way through November? What s o r t  of assign-
ments d i d  Char l i e  Company have a f t e r  t h a t ?  Do you remember? 

A,  Well ,  we  went back t o  t h e  1/20. I d o n ' t  know 
how long af te rwards  though. Regular assignments.  

Q Same s o r t  of t h i n g ,  s e a r c h  and des t roy?  

A .  Well, s ea rch .  

Q Was t h e  company assigned t o  a r i c e - d e n i a l  
opera t ion?  That d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. What w a s  t h a t ?  

Q ? Rice-denial .  It 'was t o  deny food t o  t h e  VC. 

A. You mean when w e  were s t i l l  down a t  Dot t i e .  

i2 r 7;vellr I ' m  n o t  sGre wken t h i s  was. 

A.  I know t h a t  w e  went on one opera t ion  and it 
was during t h e  ha rves t ing  of r i c e .  During t h a t  t ime. 

Q- This perhaps was i t ,  then.  There has  been a 
s t o r y  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  perhaps t h e  men i n  
t h e  company t h e  day t h a t  they went i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  were 
under t h e  in f luence  of mari juana,  were smoking mari juana? 
Did you e v e r  h e a r  of such a th ing?  

A. That ' s  r i d i c u l o u s .  

Q You never heard any such t h i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q How d i d  you f e e l  about Captain MEDINA a s  a commander? 

A. I t h i n k  he was a g r e a t  l eader .  
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Q ' You go t  t o  know him p r e t t y  we l l ?  

A .  H e  was a good man. H e  looked ou t  f o r  h i s  com-
pany 

Q Had he i s s u e d  o rde r s  t o  burn t h e  houses i n  My 
L a i  (4) o r  t h e  hootches? 

A .  Our o rde r s  were sea rch  and des t roy .  

Q W e l l ,  does t h i s  involve  burning t h e  hootches? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . How about t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Anything t h a t  t h e  NVA o r  t h e  V i e t  Conq can use. 

Q How about o t h e r  foods tu f f s?  Growing crops o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  they  d i d  anything t o  f i e  crops o r  
not .  That I can '  t be p o s i t i v e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How about t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  Were 
they t o  be k i l l e d  too?  

Q You knew nothing of such o rde r s  a t  a l l ?  

A.  No. 

Q . I n  your o?inion was Captain M E D I N A  i n  c o n t r o l  
of the  company.throughout t h e  opera t ion?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember he was. To t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge. A s  long a s  we had r a d i o  con tac t .  

Q Well, some s ta tements  have been made t h a t  he 
l o s t  con t ro l  of  t h e  company. Some members o f  t h e  company 
as a r e s u l t  of this k i l l e d  a lot of c i v i l i a n  noncombatants. 
This i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  we were looking i n t o .  could t h i s  have 
been p o s s i b l e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say whether it could have been p o s s i b l e  
o r  n o t .  
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Q D i d  you know L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  him t h a t  day? 

A .  I saw him b e f o r e  we took o f f  , and I saw him 
when we made o u r  n i g h t  CP.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  remember i f  I saw him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  s o .  

Q W e  unders tand  t h a t  t h e  3d P la toon  had a miss ion  
o f  fo l lowing  through and mopping up. I n  g e n e r a l ,  d i d  t h e  
command group fo l low t h e  3d P la toon  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Do you remember? 

A .  I t h i n k  t h e  3d P la toon  s t a y e d  beh ind  u s .  I 
know r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e y  advanced i n  
f r o n t  of us .  

Q Do you know t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  of  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Lieutenan: LACROSS. 

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  him t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A .  I s a w  him t h a t  day sometime, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
when it w a s ,  though.  

Q Now, one reason  ,why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n q u i r y  was 
s t a r t e d  was because it had been a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  may have 
been a coverup of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  When t h e  f i r s t  widespread 
p u b l i c i t y  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occur red  i n  November of  t h i s  
y e a r ,  a lmost  immediately t h e r e  were s t a t emen t s  t h a t  people  
w e r e  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a coverup i n  t h e  Army. 
This  i s  because t h e  headqua r t e r s  i n  Saigon and t h e  Headquar-
ters,  Department of t h e  Army, never  heard  of it u n t i l  t h i s  
p a s t  March o r  A p r i l .  Do you have any though t s  as t o  why 
t h i s  k i l l i n g  of maybe q u i t e  a number of  c i v i l i a n s  was n o t  
r epo r t ed?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer it because t h e  on ly  number I saw 
was about 30. This  d i t c h  you a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  I never  
saw t h a t ,  s o  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  t h e r e  was more t h a n  30 k i l l -
ed.  
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Q W e l l ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  and I remember your -
testimony. This i s  one of  t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  answer a s  t o  why t h i s ,  say  even 25 o r  3 0  dead c iv i l i ans - -
c i v i l i a n  noncombatants i s  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  ma t t e r .  

A .  I would l i k e  t o  ask a ques t ion .  The t r o u b l e  i s ,  
how do you know t h a t  they were c i v i l i a n s ?  That i s  t h e  t h i n g  
about it. 

Q - Well, perhaps you a r e  r i g h t ,  b u t  we have a good 
d e a l  of testimony t h a t  most of t h e  dead people were women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  q u i t e  a number of c h i l d r e n ,  some b a b i e s ,  most of 
t h e  men were e l d e r l y .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  
s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  they were non-
combatants and innocent .  We a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
many women and c h i l d r e n  can be an enemy. They can s e t  booby 
t r a p s ,  throw grenades,  b u t  w e  have a good b i t  of  evidence 
t h a t  something q u i t e  s e r i o u s  of t h i s  na tu re  d i d  t ake  p lace .  
Q u i t e  a number of noncombatants k i l l e d ,  and y e t  no r e p o r t  of 
it ever  go t  out  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I wondered i f  i n  your 
exper ience ,  maybe t h e  a t t i t u d e  o r  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  people 
i n  t h e  company would i n d i c a t e  t o  you why t h e  m a t t e r  was not  
repor ted?  

A. I wouldn ' t know. 

Q Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  t a l k  i n  t h e  company about 
t h e  My Lai a s s a u l t  af terwards? About t h e  c i v i l i a n s  who were 
t h e r e ?  

A .  There was no t a l k  i n  t h e  headquar ters  s e c t i o n  
t h a t  I know o f .  I didn ' t have t h a t  much, a c t u a l l y ,  t o  do wi th  
the  company. The guys i n  t h e  company. I knew them, bu t  I 
hung around wi th  t h e  guys i n  t h e  headquar ters  s e c t i o n  mostly.  
What I can remember t h e r e  wasn ' t  any t a l k  about t h i s  a t  a l l .  

COL MILLER: You s a i d  Captain MEDINA walked p r e t t y  f a s t .  
About how f a r  would you say was t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s t a n c e  be-
tween you during t h e  t ime you were going through My Lai?  
I r e a l i z e  t h i s  is  an es t ima te .  You a r e  t r y i n g  t o  draw on 
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  aii I ' m  asking, t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  it. Nothing more c e r t a i n .  
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A. Like when we g o t  t h e  c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
d u s t o f f ,  t h e  CARTER d u s t o f f ,  he took o f f  running because one 
of t h e  men were h u r t .  Like I s a y ,  he was a good hundred 
yards i n  f r o n t  of me, He could r e a l l y  pace o u t .  I ' m  car--~ 
ry ing  a  r a d i o ,  and t h a t ' s  a b i t  heav ie r .  

Q Was t h e r e  much r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  coming over 
your r ad io?  Coming i n  ox going o u t  o r  both?  

A. About nonnal f o r  any opera t ion .  When you f i r s t  
land  a t  t h e  LZ you always had c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  br igade .  
They a r e  asking ques t ions  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s  a t  a11 t imes.  

Q .  How about when you were going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e  had a few c a l l s .  

Q. Was Captain MEDINA t ak ing  a l l  of them and answering? 

A.  Right ,  I answer it and g ive  my c a l l  s i g n  and hand 
it t o  him. 

Q Was t h e r e  anything a t  a l l  unu: u a l ,  t h a t  seemed t o  
be unusual t o  you, t h a t  was coming over  on t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c ,  
judging by either Captain M E D I N A i s  remarks o r  by h i s  a c t i o n ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. There i s  some testimony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai was burning q u i t e  a b i t .  Did you n o t i c e  
any such t h i n g ?  

A .  There was a few hootches on f i r e .  

Q Did you s e e  Captain MEDINA s e t  any of  those on f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q O r  t e l l  anybody t o  do s o ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

a.  Did you have s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  n o t  you pe r sona l ly  
b u t  t h e  company, t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  o rde r s  given w e r e  s ea rch  and 
d e s t r o y ,  which i s  you sea rch  i t  and des t roy  it. 

Q Now, t h e r e  was an RTO wi th  the  a r t i l l e r y  observer .  
D o  you r e c a l l  him being  along with your command group? 

A.  Lieutenant?  He was a l i e u t e n a n t  wasn ' t  he? 

Q. A l i e u t e n a n t ,  and he had an RTO with h i m  a l s o .  

A. MARTIN.  

Q. Did you and he  d i s c u s s  this  m a t t e r  a t  a l l ?  What 
was going on a t  My Lai?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  d id .  

Q A t  t he  t ime you went through t h e  v i l l a g e  d id  you 
g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was r a t h e r  unusual opera t ion  i n  
any sense  of the word? 

A. No. 

Q. It seemed t o  be j u s t  a normal type  of opera t ion?  

A. This was r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  combat t h a t  I was i n ,  
because I s p e n t  2 months a t  Sa Huynh. 

Q m  Was it anything l i k e  you expected it ' t o  be? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know how war was u n t i l  I a c t u a l l y  g o t  
i n t o  it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  an o l d  man, perhaps a t  your 
CP l o c a t i o n ,  before  you had s t a r t e d  t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
You were e i t h e r  a t  t h e  bank o r  j u s t  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a f t e r  you l e f t  the  LZ. Do you r e c a l l  an o l d  man being 
brought i n  and quest ioned? 

A.: . I d o n ' t  r eca l l  one, co. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  any s i t u a t i o n  e i t h e r  e a r l y  o r  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  move through My Lai  where e i t h e r  Captain MEDINA 
and you came upon o r ,  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  an a r e a ,  an o l d  man was 
brought t o  you? 
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I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

MR WEST: Was Captain MEDINA i n  p r e t t y  cons tan t  communi-
c a t i o n  with Colonel BARKER during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I be l i eve  Colonel BARKER was over  t h e  a r e a ,  
i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, f l y i n g  h i s  chopper. 

Q. And they talked--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Back and f o r t h ,  yes .  

COL FRANKLIN: I want t o  ask you about some r a d i o  t r a n s -
missions.  Ear ly  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  16th  somebody c a l l e d  
back t o  your b a t t a l i o n  TOC and repor ted  6 9  K I A ' s .  Who made 
t h a t  c a l l ?  

A. It  would be Captain BIEDINA. He made t h e  c a l l .  

Q. Were you t h e r e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  r a d i o ,  MURRAY? 

A. To c a r r y  t h e  r ad io .  

Q And you never t a l k e d  t o  anybody? You j u s t  c a r r i e d  
i t ?  

A. He d i d  a l l  t a l k i n g .  That ' s  t h e  way he wants it. 

Q D o  you remember him c a l l i n g  back t h a t  they 
had 69 KIA's? 

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q You probably would be s t and ing  t h e r e  ca r ry ing  
t h e  r ad io .  This  i s  a f a n t a s t i c  t h i n g .  Somebody y e l l s  6 9 ,  
o r  8 4 ,  o r  53,  or whatever t h e  h e l l  it i s .  T h a t ' s  a l o t  of 
bodies  i s n ' t  i t ?  You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  time 
i n  combat i n  a r e a l  f i r e  f i g h t ?  

A. I dontt know. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember? 

A. No. He could have made it .  I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s ,  y o u ' r e  r i g h t  n e x t '  
t o  t h e  guy, t h e  RTO on t h e  company push, do you r e c a l l  a 
l o t  of r e p o r t s  coming i n  g iv ing  body counts from the 1st 
and the  2d Platoon? 

A.  John wasn ' t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  m e .  

Q- How f a r  away from you was he?  

A. Ten o r  f i f t e e n  f e e t .  We k e p t  spread a p a r t  
when we were s e t  up. 

Q Did you guys t a l k  t o  each o t h e r .  When you g o t  
a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was 10 o r  1 5  VC k i l l e d  d i d n ' t  he 
y e l l  over  t o  t h e  company commander? Don't you h e a r  t h a t ?  

I 

(wi tness  responded i n  t h e  nega t ive  .) 
. . 

Did you remember anybody d i scuss ing  anybody k i l l e d  
a t  a l l .  A r e p o r t  coming i n  from a platoon? I f  you d i d n ' t  
s e e  t h e  bodies  and you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e p o r t s  coming i n ,  I 2 

want t o  f i n d  ou t  where t h i s  r e p o r t  came from. It came over  -5-
y; 

your r ad io .  

I d o n ' t  remember i t .  

Q DG yzc reaez3zr lzte i n  t h e  af terncon ??hen CP)CJ
anybody s a i d  t o  you anything about t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
breaking i n  on t h e  r a d i o  t ransmiss ion ,  and do you r e c a l l  
be ing  t o l d  t o  come back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander i n t o  your n e t ?  Does t h a t  s t r i k e  a b e l l  anywhere 
with you? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander breaking
i n  on your n e t ?  

A. N o .  

COL FIRANI<LIN o I have been i n  two wars,  p l a toons ,  corn-
panies  , b a t t a l i o n s ,  and b r igades ,  and I never saw an RTO 
who wasn ' t  one of t h e  outs tanding  men i n  t h e  company. 
Like I s a i d  be fo re ,  you know l e s s  than  any of t h e s e  guys. 
T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 
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COL WILSON: Do you know t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. I d o n s t  remember it. 

Q Did you change your f requency o f t e n  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  every  4 weeks o r  6 weeks. 
I t h i n k  w e  changed . it  about every 6 weeks. 

Q What d i d  you do wi th  t h e  o l d  SOI? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  w e  handed it t o  Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q. When you went i n  on t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  I 
believe b e f o r e  you were s i t t i n g  on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  Cor rec t .  

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went t o  t h e  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  C P ,  do you r e m e m b e r  t h e  
d i s t a n c e ?  

~ ~ 

A .  5 t h i n k  it was &out  100 t o  150 y a r d s .  I ' m  
j u s t  guess ing .  

Q - Did it t a k e  you very long  t o  move i n ?  Did 
you run o r  d i d  you walk o r  what? 

A. W e  s t a r t e d  running.  More o r  less a f a s t  t r o t .  

Q The doorgunner i n  your a i r c r a f t  a s  you approached 
t h e  l and ing  zone,  was t h a t  doorgunner f i r i n g ?  

A. I heard  some f i r i n g  o u t s i d e .  I t  could have been 
t h e  gunships o r  him. 

Q The doorgunner i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  You d o n ' t  know 
whether h e  was f i r i n g  o r  n o t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  
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Q D i d  you n o t i c e  whether your a i r c r a f t  was i n  the 
r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  forward p a r t  of t h e  vee? 

A. ' I  t h i n k  it was i n  t h e  forward p a r t  of the vee. 

Q The forward a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q You remember very  d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
CARTER was wounded and t h a t  he was dusted-off.  How were you 
n o t i f i e d ,  and when I say you, I mean a l s o  t h e  company com-
mander, n o t i f i e d  t h a t  CARTER was wounded? 

A .  By company r a d i o .  

Q I t  came over  t h e  company n e t .  I t  w a s n ' t  somebody
h o l l e r i n g  f o r  a medic? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  came over company n e t .  

Q. Do you remember t h e ,  I suppose it was PAUL 
carry ing  t h e  company r a d i o ,  PAUL t e l l i n g  t h e  company 
commander t h a t  CARTER was wounded o r  t h a t  a man was 
wounded? 

A .  I know PAUL t c r n e d  around t o  me and s a i d  he had 
a man wounded and t h a t  was a l l .  Captain MEDINA took the 
phone and t a l k e d  wi th  t h e ,  I t h i n k  it was CHRISTIAN. H e  
could have t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY o r  e l s e  he could 
have t o l d  Captain MEDINA. 

Q Now, from t h e  time t h a t  you rece ived  t h a t  message
u n t i l  t h e  time you g o t  t o  CARTER, how long was t h a t ?  

A .  Five o r  t e n  minutes ,  about f i v e  minutes I 
would say.  

Q When you g o t  t o  CARTER was CAPEZZA t h e r e ,  o r  
d id  he come up wi th  you? 
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A.  He came up with us. I th ink  t h e  1st Platoon 
medic was working on him i f  I am n o t  mistaken. I ' m  no t  
s u r e .  The head medic and the 1st Platoon medic too .  

Q. Who was t h e  1 s t  Platoon medic? 

A .  I don ' t know. 

Q From t h e  time you got  t o  CARTER u n t i l  t h e  time he 
was dus ted-off , how long was t h a t ?  

A. About 1 0  o r  15 minutes I ' d  say ,  maybe 
s h o r t e r .  

Q The l o g s ,  the  d i v i s i o n  l o g  and t h e  Task Force 
Barker log ,  show CARTER was wounded a t  1020 t h a t  morning 
and dusted-off a t  1025. Does t h a t  sound reasonable? 

A,  That sounds about r i g h t .  

Q That he would have been wounded, bandaged
and dusted-off i n  5 minutes? 

A. Well, your dus tof f  sh ips  come o u t  of Chu La i ,  
b u t  I be l i eve  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  use a dus to f f  s h i p .  I 
t h i n k  one came o u t  of t h e  D o t t i e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

' Q. Does t h e  time of t h e  wound and t h e  time of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  sound r i g h t ,  a t  1020 t h a t  morning? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  tell what t h a t  was. 

Q. I mean I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  back now. We made 
t h i s  a s s a u l t  a t  0730. Now, from t h e  pe r iod  from 0730 t o  
somewhere 1030, which i s  3 hours ,  t h i s  is t h e  time t h a t  
from t h e  time you hopped out  of t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  u n t i l  
CARTER was wounded. Does t h a t  seem about r i g h t ?  A 3-
hour per iod  t o  move, from what we have been able  t o  
determine,  about halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  
corriiand group? 

A. I thought it happened about an hour a f t e r  w e  
landed. 

Q You t h i n k  it was t h a t  c lose?  
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A. :: t h i n k  it was sooner than 1020. 

Q T h a t ' s  when it was recorded a s  happening. It 
seems t h a t  i f  i t  took 3 hours t o  move halfway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  i t  would have taken a good dea l  of  time t o  
move through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Tha t ' s  t h e  time t h e  command 
group reached t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER was wounded, 
which you p lace  as  somewhere halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e  
somewhere on the sou ths ide .  I f  t h e  command group, you 
already sketched it on t h e r e ,  you d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  but  you were moving mostly on t h e  per imeter .  

A. Mostly on t h e  per imeter .  

Q DO you remember any personnel  from the m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  detachment being wi th  t h e  command group, f o r  
ins t ance ,  a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A .  H e  might have been wi th  u s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember anybody from t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  being wi th  t h e  command group? 

A. I think they  joined us af terwards.  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  they went wi th  us. They might have gone wi th  t h e  
platoons.  

Q But you d i d  s e e  them? 

A. That n i g h t .  

Q .  But n o t  i n  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. They could have been wi th  one of t h e  platoons.  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  them, o r  d i d  you? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember whether they were wi th  us o r  not .  

Q. When you communicated t h a t  day, d i d  you know whether 
you were communicating with t h e  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  cen te r  
back a t  Dot t i e  o r  whether you were communicating wi th  a 
r e l a y  a t  u p t i g h t  o r  whether you were communicating wi th  the  
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ?  
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A. We t a l k e d  t o  Dot t i e  a couple of t imes ,  c a l l i n g  
l o c a t i o n s  I be l i eve .  

Di rec t?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was d i r e c t .  I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it was. 

Q Would you have known i f  i t  went through a r e l a y  
a t  Uptight?  

A. It would have been one of t h e  s t a t i o n s  we  r e l a y  
through. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t  go through a r e l a y .  

Q Have you e v e r  ac ted  a s  a r e l a y  p o s i t i o n  a t  
Uptight?  

A. I never  was a t  Uptight.  

Q. Was t h e  mor tar  p la toon ever  a t  Uptight? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Are you i n  t h i s  photograph (Exhibi t  P-8). 

A. Yes. 

Q Which one? 

A. Right t h e r e .  

Q Standing t o  t h e  r e a r  wi th  a helmet on? 

A. Right.  

Q This i s  ~ x h i b i tP-8. How f a r  was t h e  d i s t a n c e  
from t h e  p lace  where CARTER was wounded t o  t h e  dus tof f  a s  
shown here  i n  P-9 being evacuated? How f a r  was t h a t  from 
where he was wounded t o  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f ?  

A. About 75 t o  1 0 0  yards.  

& From your d e s c r i p t i o n ,  CARTER was wounded a t  t h e  
southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right,  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  though. 
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Q. S l i g h t l y  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. . S l i g h t l y  i n ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Who i s  evacuat ing CARTER bes ides  WIDMER? 

A. I know him b u t  not  by name. I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

Q Was he wi th  C Company? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was he i n  t h e  command group? 

A.  No. 

Q. Was he i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A .  He could have been. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you which 
. pla toon he was i n .  

Q This i s  Exhibi t  P-13. Do you recognize anyone
i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. Yea, t h a t ' s  Sergeant--I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name 
though. 

Q MARONEY? 

A.  MARONEY. 

Q Was t h i s  photograph taken i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A.  I couldn 't t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  

Q I show you a photograph, Exhib i t  P-41. Was 
t h i s  group of bodies--did you e v e r  s e e  those?  

A. Those d o n ' t  look l i k e  t h e  same ones I seen. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  group of bodies?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  i s  t h e  same group t h a t  I s a w .  
Tha t ' s  on t h e  road,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
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Q T h i s  i s  on a road. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  road? 

A. You mean t h e  one i n  the p i c t u r e  t h e r e ?  

Q - The one i n  t h i s  photograph. 

A. No. 

Q I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

COL PATTERSON: I have a couple. I would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  
something t h a t  hopeful ly ,  as an RTO, you should be p r e t t y  
f a m i l i a r  wi th .  Your PRC-25, do you have a long antenna 
o r  s h o r t  antenna on i t ?  

A. Shor t ,  W e  only used t h e  whip a t  n i g h t .  

Q. And you used t h e  s h o r t  dur ing  t h e  day? 

A. Right.  It was t o o  hard moving. 

Q. Would t h e  s h o r t  give you comrnunications back 
t o  Dot t i e  okay? 

A. W e  weren ' t  t h a t  far f r c m  D o t t i e ,  

Q* I ask you t o  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you d i d  t a l k  
t o  Dot t i e  wi th  t h e  s h o r t  antenna on? 

A. W e l l ,  when w e  set  up CP's I always p u t  t h e  whip 
on, -but  when we  were moving we used t h e  s h o r t .  I f  w e  d i d  t a l k  
t o  Dot t i e  we'd have t o  use  the long antenna. 

Q A t  any of t h e  p laces  t h a t  you have marked on the 
photograph, do you r e c a l l  s e t t i n g  up t h e  t a l l  antenna? 

A .  I set up f o r  lunch, I know t h a t .  I'm p r e t t y  sure. 
I t h i n k  when we set  up t h e  f i r s t  CP when w e  landed a t  t h e  
village. Everytime w e  stopped and set  up CP f o r  a  whi le  I 
would put up t h e  whip,antenna.  

Q What was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of where you t a l k e d  t o  
a t  Dot t ie?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Who was Char l ie  81? 

A. It could have been t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q =  Char l i e  81 could have been t h e  1st Platoon? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember t h e  c a l l  s ign  of  t h e  r e l a y  s i t e  
t h a t  you c a l l e d  t o  r e l a y  t o  D o t t i e  when you could n o t  com-
municate d i r e c t l y ?  

A .  No. 

Q Did you have any p r e s e t s  on your PRC-25, any 
method where you could switch frequencies  quickly? 

A. I be l i eve  we d i d  have, but I d o n ' t  remember them. 

Q What were they ,  o r  do you remember what s t a t i o n s  
they might have been on? 

A. No. 

Q Would you recognize Major CALHOUN's voice on t h e  
radio?  

A.  No. 

Q .  You wouldn't? 

A. No. 

Q Would you recognize Colonel BARKER'S? 

A. I recognized Colon61 BARKER'S. 

Q Did you know who Major CALHOUN was? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Were t h e  photographers with you i n  t h e  CP group? 
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A. Yes. 

Q Were they  wi th  you a l l  t h e  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  they w e r e  o r  no t .  They 
could have been. They could have l e f t  and wandered o f f .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  they  w e r e  o r  not .  

Q Was t h e r e  anybody else t h e r e  t h a t  had cameras 
t h a t  were t ak ing  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know t h e r e  was nobody e l s e  excep t  
t h e  ones t h a t  were s e n t  wi th  us. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  have a camera? 

A. No. 

Q Captain MEDINA? 

A. As far  a s  I know he d i d n ' t .  

MR WEST: M r .  MURRAY, do you remember what took p lace  iil , 

t he  af ternoon cf L l z  16th?  Wnat t n e  movements of f i e  company 
were? 

A. Af te r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  . 

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  moved s t r a i g h t ,  maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  s o u t h e a s t ,  
and w e  s e t  up CP i n  a cemetery f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. I n  and around t h i s  a r e a  d i d  you observe any 
National  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some Vietnamese de ta inees?  

A. No, they could have, b u t  I don' t remember any-
t h i n g  l i k e  that. 

Q. Do you remember anything about t h e  opera t ions  on 
the fol lowing day? W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  company moved 
down south  through s e v e r a l  l i t t l e  hamlets.  

A= . Down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map). 

Q. This is  My Khe (1) and so  f o r t h .  
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A .  Yeah, w e  moved over h e r e ,  and then  w e  had t o  go 
back because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  c o u l d n ' t  reach.  W e  set up CP 
f o r  t h e  second n igh t  around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Around My Khe (1). Let t h e  record  show t h a t  the 
witness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  laagered f o r  t h e  second n igh t  
somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of sou theas t  of My Khe (1), a s  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4. Could you 
descr ibe  what the company d i d  as  they moved through t h e s e  
l i t t l e  hamlets? Did you encounter  any r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  day? 

A. The second day ou t?  

Q. Yes. 

A.  We s e t  up C P ,  and t h e  next  day w e  moved ou t  
of t h e  cemetery, and w e  moved more o r  l e s s  i n  a southwest 
d i r e c t i o n  and then  back and t h e r e  was at--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  You went over t o  H i l l  85? 

A .  T h a t ' s  where t h a t  o l d  Korean f o r t  was a t ,  and 
we worked around t h a t .  We came down t o  he re .  W e  caught,  
I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h r e e  o r  two. One was a woman and one was 
a man, and he was a co lonel .  

Q. These a r e  VC you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. VC r i g h t .  I th ink  it was VC. We caught them and 
t r anspor ted  them back t o  ~ o t t i e .  

Q. That was around what v i l l a g e ?  My Khe ( 2 )  ? 

A. It was r i g h t  a r o u n d . t h i s  a rea  i n  h e r e ,  i f  I ' m  
not  mistaken, because i t  was p r e t t y  c lose  t o  t h i s  r i g h t  
here .  

Q I d i d n ' t  understand what you s a i d  about t h e  l i t t l e  
a c t i o n  around H i l l  85? 

A .  That I s  where MEADLO l o s t  h i s  l eg .  He s tepped on 
a booby t r a p .  

Q What about t h e s e  l i t t l e  hamlets you moved t o ?  
Were they burned? Do you remember i f  the  company burned 
t h e  hootches? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  burned anything a f t e r  w e  l e f t  
P i n k v i l l e  . 
Q By P i n k v i l l e  you mean My ~ a i( 4 )  ? 

A. Right ,  My Lai ( 4 )  . 
Q Did you encounter any r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  17th? 
Run i n t o  any f i r e ?  H o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was 
. o r  not .  

Q The next day, t h e  1 8 t h ,  i t  has  been i n d i c a t e d  
t o  us t h a t  t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  during t h e  af ternoon 
sometime, b u t  before  t h a t  happened Colonel HENDERSON came 
ou t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA. Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. The day w e  were e x t r a c t e d ?  

Q Yes. Colonel LUPER, an a r t i l l e r y  co lone l ,  was 
wi th  him. They came down i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  and they imme-
d i a t e l y  l i f t e d  o f f .  They t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA f o r  a 
whi l e ,  and then  they  came r i g h t  down. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
a t  a l l ?  

A. It could ,have happened, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. Oh, 
y e s ,  I remember now. We were i n  a small  cemetery when 
they came down. 

Q. Did you hea r  any of t h e  conversat ion? 

A .  No. 

Q. When you were l i f t e d  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  and taken 
back t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e ,  d i d  Colonel HENDERS'ON speak 
t o  a group of you t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

A. He could have, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q How long were you wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I w a s  wi th  him from Hawaii u n t i l  he l e f t  the 
company. 

Q What was your duty i n  Hawaii? 
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- A. I was a t  Hawaii f o r  about 2 months. I 
was wi th  the  3d Pla toon,  and they made me an RTO. I was 
picked. 

Q. You s tayed wi th  him then  u n t i l  6 November 1968? 

A. He l e f t  be fo re  t h a t .  

Q How long were you i n  s e r v i c e  a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Two years .  

Q. You were d r a f t e d ,  inducted? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was t h e  l a s t  time t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. The day I l e f t  Chu Lai ,  5 November. 

Q And you saw him i n  Chu Lai before  you l e f t ?  

A. Yeah, I went up and saw him. 

& Have you t a l k e d  t o  him s i n c e ?  

(Witness responded i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . ) ,  

M A J  ZYCHOWSKI: My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h i s  whole a r e a  was w e l l  known 
t o  be heav i ly  mined and booby trapped. Do you r e c a l l  a t  a l l  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  o rde r s  coming from anybody o r  Captain 
MEDINA i n s t r u c t i n g  t o  go back i n  and making a body count 
a f t e r  they had secured My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him doing t h a t .  H e  might have 
mentioned i t  t o  t h e  p la toon l eader s .  When he had a meeting 
l i k e  t h a t  he would go t o  one s i d e .  I wouldn ' t  know what w a s  
going pn. I f  t h e r e  was a c a l l  f o r  him I would j u s t  go and 
i n t e r r u p t .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything L i k e  t h a t .  

Q Afte r  you g o t  back from t h i s  opera t ion ,  d i d  you 
d iscuss  t h i s  wi th  anybody anything about i t  a t  a l l ?  

A. N o .  
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Q What was t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  t roops  a f t e r  they 
g o t  back a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  

MR WEST: M r .  MURRAY, w e  very much a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  us.  

A .  I ' m  s o r r y  I c a n ' t  remember more. I c a n ' t  remember 
numbers and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  I might have t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA 
a couple-of  times, but  I j u s t  don' t remember what was s a i d  
on the  r ad io .  

Q - I t ' s  been a long t ime. I know it i s  d i f f i c u l t .  
I would l i k e  t o  ask t h a t  you, i f  you should remember some 
t h i n g s  a f t e r  you g e t  home, i f  you do remember anything IAat 
you f e e l  would h e l p ,  o r  i f  you run across  any maps o r  any-
t h i n g  of t h a t  s o r t  which you t h i n k  might h e l p  us  i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y ,  w e  would apprec ia te  it. 

A .  Before,  when they came up t o  t a l k  t o  me i n  Apr i l ,  
I remembered a few t h i n g s  s i n c e  then .  I t ' s  been i n  L i f e  
magazine and i n  t h e  news. Things have been brought back. 
There a r e  s t i l l  a l o t  of th ings  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  a s  I say ,  i f  you do remember some t h i n g s  
. t h a t  might h e l p  us w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  your g e t t i n g  i n  

.- touch w i t h  us.  We a r e  p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  pre-
l iminary i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Whether t h e r e  

: was any so -ca l l ed  coverup. We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 
happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  and i f  t h a t ' s  r e l e v a n t  t o  whether 
t h e r e  was any e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  of p e o p l e . t o  suppress  
information about it. W e  a r e  going t o  c a l l  a s h o r t  r ecess  
he re .  Af te r  t h a t ,  Colonel WILSON would apprec ia te  having a 
few more minutes wi th  you p r imar i ly  t o  look a t  some more 
photographs. 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hear ing  was recessed  a t  1 6 0 4  hours ,  27 Decem-
b e r  1 9 6 9 .  

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 6 0 6  hours 1606 hours ,  
2 7  December, 1 9 6 9 . )  
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COL WILSON: The meet ing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: COL WILSON and MAJ COOP a r e  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: I show you t h r e e  e x h i b i t s .  E x h i b i t  M-2 which 
i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules ."  Did you e v e r  see t h a t  ca rd?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Where d i d  you see it? 

A .  They handed them o u t  t o  o u r  company I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you remember where you g o t  i t ?  

A. I f  i t ' s  t h e  same c a r d ,  it was e i t h e r  b e f o r e  w e  
l e f t  f o r  Vietnam o r  a f t e r  w e  g o t  t o  Vietnam. Can I read  
t h e  r u l e s  on t h e  back? 

Q- Yes. They ' re  on t h a t  f a c s i m i l e  i f  you want t o  t u r n  
t h e  page. 

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I s t i l l  have t h a t  c a r d  a t  home. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether you were i s s u e d  t h i s  
c a r d  i n  Hawaii o r  whether  you were i s s u e d  it i n  Vietnam? 

A. - Right.  

Q Do you remember wnen you came t o  Vietnam wnether  
you went through a t r a i n i n g  pe r iod?  

\ 

A .  No, I d i d .It. I d i d n ' t  go through any t r a i n i n g  
p e r i o d  because we went ove r  as a br igade  from H a w a i i ,  and 
I was p a r t  of t h e  advance p a r t y  and C h a r l i e  Company w a s  
advance p a r t y .  

Q You d i d n ' t  go through any week's  t r a i n i n g  then?  

A.  We landed a t  Chu La i  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was, 5 days because t h e  roads were c l o s e d .  

Q - What d i d  you do f o r  t h a t  pe r iod?  

A. S a t  around. 

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  M - 3  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy
I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I have seen  t h a t  ca rd  
o r  no t .  I cou ldn ' t  say i f  I g o t  t h a t  card  o r  no t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember a card  wi th  Vietnamese 
phrases  on i t ?  

A. No. 

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M - 4  which i s  guidance 
f o r  commanders i n  Vietnam. Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  
card?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  one e i t h e r  un less  
they had d i f f e r e n t  c r e s t s  on them. 

Q I want,you t o  t ake  t h e s e  photographs and 
look through them and those photographs which you 
can i d e n t i f y  any p a r t  o f ,  people and p l a c e s ,  pu t  i n  
one p i l e .  Those photographs t h a t  you know nothing 
about put i n  another  p i l e .  I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
whether you saw t h e s e  photographs i n  L i f e  magazine. 
I ' m  not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether 
you c a n  recognize t h e  p lace  o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  
a r e  i n  t h e  photographs, and when you g e t  those  separa ted  
as  t o  whether o r  no t  you can f i n d  any i n  h e r e  t h a t  
you can i d e n t i f y ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you some ques t ions  about it. 

A .  All r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: We' l l  r ecess  whi le  he looks through t h e  
photographs. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1612 hours ,  27 December 
1969.) 

(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  1620 hours ,  
27 December 1969.) 

COL W I L S O N :  The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: Those p resen t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  again 
p r e s e n t .  

COL W I L S O N  : M r .  MURRAY, a s  I show you each photograph 
I would l i k e  you t o  descr ibe  t b  me what from t h a t  photograph 
you recognize.  Photo 3? 
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A. That ' s  our  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q .  Do you remember h i s  name? 

A.  No. 

Q Would t h e  name Sergeant  PHU mean anything? 

A.  PHU,  t h a t ' s  it. 

Q Is t h a t  Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Photo 6 ?  

A. That was CARTER. 

Q Is t h e  l o c a t i o n  where he was wounded? 

A .  I th ink  they c a r r i e d  h i m  up t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  
b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  

Q Number 7?, 

A. That 's CARTER again.  

Q Who is t h a t  bending ,over CARTER? 

A.  I t h i n k  it was our  head medic i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken. I could be wrong. 

.Q Do you see anything w r i t t e n  on h i s  helmet? 

Q Does t h a t  mean anything? 

(Witness responded i n  the negat ive . )  

P-8 you i d e n t i f i e d  before  a s  t h e  photo-
graph t h a t  you a r e  i n ?  
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A. Right.  

8 Number 9 :  Can you i d e n t i f y  the i n d i v i d u a l s  
he lp ing  CARTER i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Fred WIDMER. 

Q Who was t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Was he i n  C Company? 

A .  Right.  

Q Here ' s  CARTER again i n  number 10 .  Do 
you recognize t h e  people over  him? 

A. No. 

Q And number 11 shows t h e  dus to f f  sh ip?  

A. That might be. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  w e  had a 
dus tof f  s h i p ,  j u s t  a r e g u l a r  chopper. 

Q W e l l ,  i t  shows t h e  evacuat ion s h i p  f o r  
CARTER. Can you l o c a t e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  map 
on t h e  over lay?  

A. It was r i g h t  about he re .  

Q. Would t h a t  be p o i n t  number 5 (on a e r i a l  
photo l a t e r  rece ived  i n  evidence a s  Exhib i t  P-71)? 

A. Right.  

Q Would you put  number 11 which would be 
photo 11 by t h a t  p o i n t ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  

Can you l o c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  p o i n t  number 
. . 8 or  photo number 8 which shows you--
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A. , ( In terpos ing)  Right t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Photo 13? 

A. I know Sergeant  MARONEY t h e r e ,  b u t  I don' t 
know where it is a t .  

Q Sergeant  MARONEY was the second man w i t h  
h i s  helmet o f f ?  

A. Right.  

Q Do you recognize anyone e l s e ?  

A. It looks l i k e  Sergeant  PHU b u t ,  I can't 
be p o s i t i v e .  

Q Which one would be Sergeant  PHU? 

. A. The t h i r d  one. 

Q The t h i r d  one i n  t h e  column? 

A. Right ,  'and I th ink  t h i s  h e r e  i s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
o f f i c e r .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Is t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  man i n  t h e  column t h a t  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Right.  

Q Is t h a t  Lieutenant  ALAUX? 

A. . ALAUX. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  him. I'm n o t  sure. 
It looks l i k e  him. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  

Q Is t h i s  photograph anywhere near  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where CARTER was evacuated? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q ~o you recognize t h a t  road? 

A. No. 

4 8 
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Q Photo 14? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  guy i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  
reason why I took t h e  p i c t u r e  was because of burning. 
I d o n ' t  know where it happened a t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it 
a c t u a l l y  happen. 

Q 9 
You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  man o r  t h e  p lace?  

A. No. .I know him. I recognize him, b u t  
I c a n ' t  t h ink  of h i s  name though. 

Q Was he i n  C Company? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q But you d o n ' t  know t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  No. 

Q.. . photo 18?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  Lieutenant  ALAUX. I t  
looks l i k e  him, doesn ' t  it. Maybe i t ' s  no t .  Nor 
i t ' s  no t .  

Q D o  you recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

(Witness responded i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

D o  you recognize any of t h e  Vietnamese? 

(Witness responded i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Number 2 3 ? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  Sergeant  LITTLE. 

Q = Which one? 

A. The second one t o  t h e  l e f t .  

- Q. Do you recognize anyone e l s e  i n  the photo-
graph? 
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A. That could be t h e  a r t i l l e r y  12eutenant .  
I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  

Q ALAUX . 
A. ALAUX. That is  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

Q Number 26? 

A .  I t  looks l i k e  D o t t i e  when we  took o f f .  
ji 

Q Why does it look l i k e  Dot t i e?  

A. It looks l i k e  blacktop.  They had su r faced  
t h a t  chopper pad. 

Q This photo shows e i g h t  choppers. Do you
r e c a l l  how many came i n  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A .  No. There could be more on t h e  side.  
I th ink  they used between e i g h t  and t e n .  

(MURRAY) 

Photo 68? . . 

I know t h e  guy i n  t h e  cen te r .  

Who is t h a t ?  

I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Was he i n  C Company? 

Yes. 

Was he i n  headquar ters?  

N o .  

W a s  he i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 
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A. The 3d Platoon I t h i n k .  

0 4 H e  w a s  i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. I t h i n k .  

Q What type  of bandoleer  i s  t h a t  h e ' s  wearing? 

Q. Would you i d e n t i f y  one of t h e  grenades 
hanging on h i s  pack as CN? Tear gas?  

A. N o ,  t h a t  would be a smoke bomb. 

&#w 
Q % A smoke grenade? 

A .  A smoke grenade. 

Q ' D o  you know t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  photo-
graph ? 

A. No. 

Q W a s  it anywhere near  CARTER o r  where CARTER 
was wounded? 

A. . I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q You c a n ' t  remember h i s  name? 

A. I keep wanting t o  say  SMITH,  b u t  it i s  
no t  SMITH. 

I f  I showed you t h e  r o s t e r  would it he lp?  

A. . ~t might.  

Q I ' l l  b r i n g  t h e  r o s t e r  i n  when we  go t o  
work on these  photos. Photo 6 0 ?  

A. H e  was i n  Char l ie  Company, but I c a n ' t  
remember what p la toon he  was i n .  
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Q Was t h a t  Lieutenant  LACROSS? 

A. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  Lieutenant  LACROSS. It 
looks l i k e  him, b u t  i t ' s  no t .  Lieutenant LACROSS is  
a l i t t l e  b i t  t a l l e r  and t h i n n e r ,  much t h i n n e r ,  

Q Do you know which platoon h e ' s  i n ?  

A .  I th ink  he was i n  the '2d  Platoon i f  I ' m  
not  mistaken. I 'm guessing a t  t h a t .  

A.  SMITH is t h e  f i r s t  one, and I know the 
second guy's  name, b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q SMITH is t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A .  I th ink  t h a t ' s  h i s  name,. SMITH. 

Q Where was he i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

Third Platoon. -

Q. Third Platoon. Which squad? Do you know? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q *  Do you recognize t h i s  a rea?  

A,. I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  a rea ,  b u t  I recognize 
the  f i r s t  two guys. 

Q The second one was a l s o  i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A .  Right,  and h e ' s  t h e  one I c a n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. He's t h e  one I keep wanting t o  t r y  and 
c a l l  SMITH. 

Q But  the f irst  one is SMITH? 

A. * I t h i n k  s o .  I 'm p r e t t y  su re .  

Q We'll  put  t h a t  a s i d e  u n t i l  I g e t  t h e  r o s t e r .  
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A. I never knew t h a t  one g u y t s  name r i g h t  
t h e r e .  I knew him b u t ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  l a s t  
name though. 

9 Photo 66?  

A. T h a t ' s  our  i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t h e  l e f t  and 
MARTIN t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  photograph? 

A.  To t h e  l e f t  of t h e  photograph, t h a t ' s  our  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  The man t o  t h e  far r i g h t  wi th  t h e  r a d i o  
on h i s  back i s  MARTIN. 

Q The man who i s  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  of  t h e  
photograph as  you face  it i s  t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
Sergeant  PHU? 

A .  Yes, se rgean t  PHU. 

Q Do you know t h e  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A.  No, I don ' t know who he was. 

Q He apparent ly i s  a Vietnamese s o l d i e r ?  

A .  Yeah, I guess he d i d  go wi th  one of the 
pla toons  then.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of Sergeant  MINH? 

A. No. 

Is t h i s  your photograph on t h e  f a r  l e f t ?  

No, t h a t ' s  MARTIN. I never  wore a watch. 

Q On t h e  f a r  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  photograph 
o r  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  as you f a c e  it is  MARTIN? 

A. Right. 
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Q. Was t h i s  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  in-
s i d e  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  I t  looks l i k e  i t ' s  
a l i t t l e  i n s i d e .  

Q Number 69?  

A. I know t h a t  guy, b u t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him. 
He's i n  6 8 .  

Q The same man i s  i n  photo number 68?  

A. Yes. 

Q What i s  t h i s ?  

A .  A log .  

Q. Number 67?  

A .  . It looks l i k e  Sergeant  PHU i n  t h e  back. 

Q I s e e  t h a t  Sergeant  P H U ,  on h i s  helmet ,  
wears t h e  i n s i g n i a  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

A .  Correct .  

Q Do you know who he was t a l k i n g  t o  o r  t h e  
purpose of t h e  d i scuss ion  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No. 

Q Now, t h e r e  a r e  only two photographs i n  
t h a t  group t h a t  you could l o c a t e  f a i r l y  reasonably 
on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. That i s  number 8 and number 
11 which concerns CARTER'S wounding and CARTER'S 
evacuation. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t .  

A .  Right. 

Q You c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any o t h e r s  locat ion-wise? 

A. No. 
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Q Now, I ' m  going t o  g e t  a r o s t e r  and s e e  
i f  you can f i n d  t h i s  guy's  name. I would l i k e  t o  
i n t roduce  the  C Company u n i t  r o s t e r  da t ed  1 8  A p r i l  
1968, C/1/20, 11 th  Ligh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  This  
r o s t e r  has  been r e v i s e d  t o  16 March 1968 t o  r e f l e c t  
t h e  assignment of personnel  t o  C Company a t  t h a t  
t ime.  

RCDR : The r o s t e r  w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  M-19. 

Q M r .  MURRAY, I show you t h e  C Company r o s t e r ,  
E x h i b i t  M-19. Would you look i n  t h e r e  and s e e  i f  
you can p ick  up any names. Let  me d e s c r i b e  how t h a t  
r o s t e r  is made. I t  i s  a l p h a b e t i c a l  by rank .  Captain 
MEDINA,  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  s e n i o r  N C O ' s ,  and a l p h a b e t i c a l  
from t h a t  p o i n t  on. 

(Witness s t u d i e d  t h e  e x h i b i t .  ) 

A. I c a n ' t  f i n d  h i s  name. 

Q Could you l o c a t e  h i s  name? 

A. No. There a r e  a few names rubbed o u t ,  
and I c a n ' t  r ead .  

Q M r .  MURRAY, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look 
a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  a e r i a l  photo i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
wi th  t he  one t h a t  you o r i g i n a l l y  made. I reproduced 
i t  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  same numbering system which 
you had,  and I in t roduced  two photograph numbers, 
photograph 8 and photograph 11, which you i d e n t i f i e d  
as being t h e  p l a c e  where CARTER was wounded and t h e  
evacua t ion  a r e a ,  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  and I ask i f  t h a t  is 
e s s e n t i a l l y  how it i s  wi th  what you s t a t e d  i n  your  
tes t imony? 

A.  You have number 11 ove r  he re .  

Q Yes, bu t  you had i t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  
of number 5 .  Did you mean i t  t o  be below number 5? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  dustof  f was r i g h t  i n  he re .  
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Q W e ' l l  s e e  i f  we can a d j u s t  t h a t .  The 
dus to f f  w a s  below 5? 

A .  Right.  

Q. P o i n t  number 11 was t h e  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t e d  CARTER from. Is t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Right.  Well, it w a s n ' t  on t h e  road.  It 
was i n  t h e  rice paddy a c t u a l l y .  Right t h e r e .  You 
have 5 on t h e  road.  I t h i n k  it was t o  t h e  w e s t .  

Q A t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  Here? 

A.  Right.  No, i n  between. A t  t h e  rice paddy. 

Q. Right  i n  here?  

A.  No, r i g h t  about i n  he re .  A s  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q. Oh, back i n  he re?  

A .  Yeah, it was i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy when t h e  
chopper came down. 

(2 
pin9.Lhe syKbo.-.s t h a t  I used,  wculd 

you p r e f e r  t o  pu t  t h i s  on another  photo y o u r s e l f ?  
You probably would be more accura t e  than  I am. L e t  
m e  s e t  t h i s  up where you can see it. Can you see 
t h a t  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. J u s t  use t h e  legend a s  shown he re .  We're 
making a l l  t h e  b lue  e n t r i e s  e i t h e r  t h e  rou te  of march 
o r  C Company's CP o r  the numbered events  which occurred  
i n  your tes t imony.  The green of course  i s  t h e  numbered 
photograph and you only  have two he re  which i s  8 and 
11. W e ' l l  redo t h i s  and what w e  have here  a t  t h e  t o p  
is  "Prepared from memory a t  Washington, D. C .  , 2 7 December 
1969 ," f o r  your s i g n a t u r e  underneath.  Would you do t h a t ,  
o r  do you want E t o  do i t ?  
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A. I ' d  r a t h e r  have you do it. I'm n o t  much 
of a w r i t e r .  

Q I want t o  be e x a c t  now. L e t  me come over 
t h e r e .  M r .  MURRAY has  completed a e r i a l  photo da ted  
27 December 1969. I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h i s  
a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : The photograph w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Exhibi t  
P-71. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MURRAY, I b e l i e v e  M r .  WEST gave you 
the  oppor tuni ty  t o  make any f i n a l  s ta tements  o r  g iv ing  
any f u r t h e r  testimony. Do you have anything f u r t h e r  
t o  o f f e r  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Not r i g h t  now. 

Q I ask you aga in ,  i f  you run ac ross  anything
i n  t h e  l i n e  of documents, t ape  recordings ,  photographs,  
o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we would a p p r e c i a t e  hea r ing  trom you. 
You can address  your correspondence t o  Peers Inqu i ry ,  
Pentagon, Washington, D. C.  , and w e  w i l l  c a l l  you back 
i f  you g ive  us an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you have g o t  any 
f u r t h e r  evidence.  We a p p r e c i a t e  your time involved 
i n  coming he re .  Thank you very much. 

The hear ing  is recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1702 hours ,  
27 December 1969. ) 
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